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MARCUS LOEW SELECTS 
INSTITUTIONS FOR DONATIONS 


Wi Widow of Show Business’ 


Greatest Leader Also En- 


dows Marcus Loew Hospital in Los Angeles 


Mrs. Marcus Loew, widow of the 
@reatest leader the show business 
of America ever had, has selected 
416 institutions and charities for her 


personal contributions in memo.y of 
her husband. eames of the bene- 
ficiaries are printed herewith. 
Additionally Mrs. Loew has en- 
dowed the Marcus Loew Memorial 
4 Hospital of Los Angeles as another 
“everlasting monument to Marcus. 
The west coast health institution 
will be applied mainly to the relief 
}of the tubercular. 
] Mrs. Loew’s contributions are be- 
-Uing made without any desire for 
“4 Publicity. Variety has secured the 
S4ltst of her benefactions and the 


in the way of a superstition by 


@ great and beloved showman, 
ut his charitable list would be 
continued by Mrs. Loew and her 
sons, Arthur and David, and that 
the institutions they knew the head 
of the family would have preferred 
to be rememberd would be duly 
taken care of. 

Marcus Loew gave away hun- 
dreds of thousands when  »>ros- 
perity finally came his way after 
long years of a struggle that cost 
him the longevity that otherwise 
might have been his. It was all 
given with a reticence that was 
looked upon as little short of mir- 
aculous by those few close friends 
with the knowledge of Marcus 


Mrs. Marcus Loew’s Benefactions 


5 


Actors’ Fund of Amer‘ca, 
Jewish Theatrical Guild. 
Caiholiec Actors’ 


Salvation Army. 

New Presbysterian Hospital. 
Mount Sinai Hospital. 
American Red Cross. 
National Vaudeville Artists. 
Glen Cove Community Club, 
Hospital for Joint Diseases. 


Jewish Hospital, Brooklyn. 


Names of institutions and charities selected by Mrs. Marcus 
Loew for contributions in the name of her husband. 

This list does not include the Marcus Loew Memorial hospital 
of Los Angeles, which Mrs. Loew has solely endowed: 


Guild of America. 
Motion Picture Relief Fund of America. 


Jewish Consumptive Relief Society. 


Northwood Sanitarium (Saranac). 
Federation of Jewish Charities. 


Marcus Loew Memorial Hospital en- 
dowment without the knowledge of 
Mrs. Loew. It is doubtful if Variety 
were not a show paper that it could 
have procured the information ‘rom 
those entrusted with the distritu- 
flon of Mrs. Loew’s donations, all 
- of a munificent sum and all in com- 
memoration of her husband’s name, 
It is understood that Variety has 
been so favored for the information 
of the show business only, through 
those of the Loew Circuit who were 
thoroughly in accord with Variety's 
fF: statements at the time of the death 
“an30f Marcus Loew that Marcus had 
#* been one of the most charitable but 
2 unostentatious showmen this busi- 
ness had held. 
ee At that time Mr. Loew’s charit- 
we able gifts exceeded $200,000 year- 
ly. It was explained in Variety that 
the absence of charitahle bequests 
in Marcus Loew’s will (made 15 
years previously) was somewhat 


Loew’s generosity and the un- 
paralleled modesty with which he 
gave and gave. 

That Marcus Loew was suddenly 
deprived of this life before he 
could arrange his material affairs 
was an added deep note of sadness 
to his fond friends, but it was as 
surely known by them that the 
family would fulfill Marcus’ v-<-iten 
spoken wishes in that respect. 


Gov't Agent in N. W. 


Portland, Ore., April 17. 

An’ official from the Department 
of Justice at Washington has been 
in the city the past week, checking 
up as well as making a p.cture 
survey on block-booking and the- 
atre operation. 

He will remain in this territory 
for the next few weeks, conferring 


with local exhibitors, 


+ 


‘and effective means of scientific re- 
search. 


TRICKS FOR PRESS 


Subterfuges, Devices, Food 
and Drink for Free News- 
paper Mention—One Girl 
Cuts Initials on Herself; 
Sent Home—Free Lance 
Press Agents Advance 
Ideas for Advances — 
Cash Often Short 


‘CANCERS OF THE FILMS’ 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Sugterfuge of every sort and va- 
riety are resorted to by a score of 
people in the motion picture in- 
dustry to get themselves publicity. 
Not alone does this apply to those 
who have made headway but also 
to those trying to break in. 

Many of the stunts these people 
pull to get free space in the local 
papers are amusing. 

Recently a picture actress in the 
business for years and who has ob- 


(Continued on page 20) 


NEW KIND OF BROKERAGE 


Hollywood Firm Will Fill Orders for 
Articles Seen in Pictures 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Cinema Service Co. has estab- 
lished headquarters in Hollywood to 
inaugurate a new form of business 
for acting as brokers for anything 


that may be seen in the various pic- 
tures released. 

They are unlimited in scope of | 
articles to be purchased and are in 
a position to obtain the original or | 
duplicate of any costume, period of | 
furniture, etc., used in any produc- } 
tion. 


Photog Cancer 


One of the leading surgeons at 
Bellevue Hospital has filmed cancer 
patients, securing photographic re- 
productions of the disease at every 
stage. The surgeon, believing 
photography will become the great- 
est aid to medical science in the 
future, has taken 50,000 feet of film 
of various fata} diseases, 

Prints of the films are to be dis- 
tributed for use by medical men 
and students in hospitals and col- 
leges for study. 

The film experiment is reported 
to have registered favorably with 
the Bellevue specialist, as a new 


Show People and Radio 


Unless show people apply 
themselves more strictly to 
radio, broadcasters will decide 
to do without their services, 
they say. 

The average pro entertainer 
has flopped on commercial 
hours, it is claimed. Concert, 
operatic and conservative 
musical features, aside from 
the dance bands, have been 
the most popular with the 
ether fans. 

Something about micropho- 
nic transmission takes the 
edge off the average variety 
or musical comedy performer 
for radio purposes, the experts 
claim, 


Story Claimed True of 
Man in Woman’s Dress 


An almost incredible story localed 
at Broadway and 42d street has to 
do with possible kidnapping or 
white slavery. The story was told 
by the former leader of a one-time 
world’s champion baseball team, 
who was lunching with his family 
in a combination confectionery and 
cafe, 

What looked like an elderly wom- 
an entered and sat beside a pretty 
girl. The woman dropped her bag 
and asked the girl to pick it up, as 
she could not. As the girl stooped 
over the sportsman declares the 
woman slipped a powder in the girl's 
coffee. He sought and found a plain 
clothes man. The latter tagged the 
couple as they left. In front of 
Stern’s department store the girl 
collapsed, the woman stating it was 
just a fainting spell and that she 
would take the girl home in a taxi. 

The detective is supposed to have 


| stepped in and arrested the woman. 


(Continued on page 42) 


Dancers Land in Store 


On the theory that smartly 
dressed show people, if engaged in 
merchandising, can progress further 
than the average sales executive, 
Saks’ Fifth avenue store now has 
two ex-dancers of the class ball- 
room trade in their employ in re- 
sponsible positions. Basil Durant, 
who dunced at the smartest nite 
clubs with Richard Bennett’s 
daugther, Barbara, and latterly 
with Kay Johnson, is now head of 
the men's furnishings department. 

Ted Trevor, until recently part- 
nered with Diana Harris, is having 
a special aviation department cre- 
ated for him to deal in aeronautical 
furnishings and apparel at the Saks 
store, 

Georgie Raft and Mrs. Trevor 
(Diana Harris) are teaming for 
vaudeville. The Trevors are re- 
ported matrimonially apart again as 
well as professionally, these domes- 
tic tiffs having occured before. 


CANDIDATES 
PHOTOPHONE 
TALKING 


This summer will see the presi- 
dential candidates as picture house 
attractions on the RCA Photophone, 
Inc., movie talker, debating or dis- 
cussing topics of national interest. 
David Sarnoff is rushing plans for 
the exhibition of these talkers as 
soon as recorded after the Repub- 
lican and Democratic national con- 
ventions. 

The Phonophone Corp., a sub- 
sidiary of the Radlo Corp. of Amer- 


(Continued on page 41) 


Only School of Clowns 


Moscow, April 3. 


Examinations and graduations are 
being held in the School of Clowns 
here, claimed to be the first and 
only school of its kind. It is sup- 
ported by the State and prepares 
clowns for Russian circuses. D. L. 
Kara-Dimtrieff, the actor, is @di- 


rector. 
Study includes history of laughter 
in theatre and circus, technique of 


laughter, how to make the public 
laugh by your voice and by your 
body, etc. 

The school meets every morning 
in one of the local music halls, 

Cracking jokes at the expense of 
the professors is encouraged by 
the schoo] authorities but no prac- 
tical jokes are allowed. 


‘Barroom’ Ousts ‘Tom’; 
34 Years in Stowe’s Tent 


Niles, Mich., April 17. 

For the first time in 34 years 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” will not be 
the bill of John F. Stowe’s noted 
tent show. The ancient piece has 
been stowed away In favor of 
Stowe’s “new” selection, 
Nights in a Barroom.” 

In its 34 years with “Uncle Tom,” 
Stowe's canvas troupe has opened 
each season in Niles. The supplant- 
ing manuscript will be broken in 
here also. May 5 is the date. 

Stowe is known to be a nephew 
of the late Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
creator of the original “Uncle Tom.” 


‘BROOKS 
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London as It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 


London, April 6. 
Woollcott Gets It Wrong 
A friend:sent me from America a paragraph, written by Alexander 
Woolleott in the “New York World,” saying that after Noel Coward would 
not have me in. the theatre on the first night of “The Second Man,” and 
I had been on the second night, I said ‘Noel, you can act much better 
than you can write,” and that Noel replied, “So can you.” 
The story is not true. For one thing, I have never seen ‘The Second 
Man.” Besides, Noel does not talk like that. He is not a witty man. 
He is no Wilde, no Whistler 


Noel Coward Denies a Story 

The truth is that, when I saw Noel Coward the other night, he said, 
“That was not.true, what ‘Variety’ said, that I would not have you in 
the theatre on the first night because I was afraid to act in front 
of you.” 

The next day, when 1 saw Rudolf :Mayer, whose firm has an interest 
in the productien, he volunteered, “I do ,not know where ‘Variety’ got 
it, but that story abeut Noel Coward not, wanting you in the, theatre was 
true,” 

Two days; ago, in the presence of his partner, Angus, “McLeod, Rudolf 
Mayer repeated the same statement, and McLeod agreed. 

So you see “Variety” seems to be right, sometimes, even when I don’t 
write it., 

I am sorry about Noel. Although I do not like his style of play- 
writing, he is really quite a nice fellow when you know him, kindly, 
generous and good-natured. 

Still, I wish.they would not credit him with the rapidity of mind 
necessary to score over a man of my irreverence towards flapperdom, 
even if it wears a coat of male, ‘ ; 

Why i Prefer Brunettes 

I thought “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” strangely unfunny.- It is based 
on such ridiculous things as two Frenchmen continually :kissing each 
other, until you get fed up with it, and such a strange joke as the idea 
of the deputy lieutenant of an English county wearing his yniform on 
board :ship.: If he wore it in Engiand, oy would put him in Madame 
Tussaud’s. 

A much funnier thing had “Blondes”. was the ingenuous atory, told on 
board ship coming over, by Joan Bourdelle, who plays in “Lorelei.” 

“Have. you acted before?” said somebody on board. 

“Yes, I was in ‘The Shanghai Gesture’ ,’ she replied. 
costume.” 

A smile came from those who remeihbered that she was. merely carried 
on by two Chinamen on a silver platter. 

Farces are never so funny as the people who act in them.. I am sorry 
about “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” The John Emerson couple are 
obviously such a charming pair that I dislike to think they could write 


such banality. 


| made my own 


The End of Leslie Stuart 

Leslie death was a pathetic one. 

Two weeks before he died, he sent for me and oieed me to see that 
his unproduced play, “Nina,” was staged. The Phuberts, I ‘believe, had 
put it into rehearsal about 10 years ago but, Snen the producer came 
to.a complicated finale and said, “They’ll only sing the top line,” Leslie 
walked out of the theatre. 

Since then, he hawked about the play sometimes over here and at 
other times hid it from everybody. 

His quarrelsome Irish nature, caused by obstinate knowledge and gen- 
eral Bohemianism, reduced him so low that at Christmas his daughter, 
May, found him penniless. She took him home, put him to bed, and 
there he died the other day with the family gathered from all parts 
of the country, reciting the Rosary all round the bed. ‘His last words 


were “I'll beat them yet.” 


The. Composer’s Strange Purewelt 

May got her first knowledge of his death, she tells me, when seated 
upstairs, tired. out with nursing, she heard a sound of lovely music, 
played by. invisible people, in the room, and, shouting “Old man, don’t 
go,” put.out her hand to clasp a solid hand which v anished immediately! 
Then she rushed downstairs and found her father had died a moment 
before. 

Leslie Stuart was the greatest English light composer of his day. His 
music, 30 years old, is still as popular as ever, 

Leslie, in his day, was a great friend, generous to a fault, prodigal in 
his gifts: He dies regretted by us all. 

His father was a property master. in the Irving days, and Leslie was 
brought. up on the stage. 

He quarrellied with George 
must say, he was right. 


London’s Nose Dive 
In Gorgeous Weather 


London, April 17: 


Edwardes—and everybody. Usually, I 


Perosino Deported 


London, April 
Victor Perosino, founder of the 
Chez Victor, fumed night club, 
been deported by the home office for 


With gorgeous’ spring weather ;reasons unknown. Perosino left for 
over. Faster, show business nose-| France yesferday (Monday), deny- 
dived and failed to recover, even|:ing the rumor of ‘a connection with 


an illegai drug traffic. 
The 
struck off the register for licensing 


offenses. 


with a cold and wet week-end. 
The only legit shows playing’ to 
capacity are “Trial of Mary Dugan” 
and, “Young Woodley,’ while the 
musical hits are restricted to 


“Clowns in’ Clover,’ Cochran’s Re- Castleton and Mack’s. Complaint 


vue,” “Lady Mary,” “Yellow Mask” London, April 17. 
and “The Girl Friend.” Castleton and Mack. have turned 
; Shows closing April 28 include | in their notice to “Cochran’s Re- 
Quest, The Second Man” and vue” because the management re- 
“The Silent e.” Potential | fused to permit them to double into 
closings ane upa “Thunder In the |q cabaret. 
Alr, aga bond King,’ ‘Square Act claims Jenie Jacobs (New 
Crooks,” “The Man With Red | york) verbally promised them such 
Hair,” “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” | privilege, which Cochran repudi- 
and “Will o’Whispers,” the latter ates, 
due to internal bickerines. 
It's Tough Life, Mates 
Sounds Home-Made Paris, April 17. 
London, April 17. Billy DeBeck, creator of Barney 
After running a couple of months | Google, is here and announces his 
and almost ready to call it quits, determination to’ become a _ real 
the authorities are listening to pro- | Parisian. He has taken an apart- 
testations by the London Public | ment, bought a car and tells every- 
Morality Council with a view to body he won't return to New York 
stopping “The Man With Red Hair’ ;for at least five years—perhaps 
because it’s too morbid. never. 
Protest by the council! is believed 
to be the thin edge of a wedge tot Paviova at Elysees 
modify thé.Grand season. Paris, April 17. 
due ts come in at the same theatre | Paviova will open a season of bal- 
May 14, ‘lets at the Champs Elysees May 13. 


has |}: 


‘10 at the age of 72. 


club was recently raided and }. 


Bee Palmer in a joyous mood af- 
ter visiting the Minnesota, Minne- 
apolis, and viewing performance of 


HARRY ROSE 


THE BROADWAY JESTER 
STILL PARAMOUNTOURING 


Minnesota, Minneapolis, This 
(April 14) 


PILCER BOOKING 


Has 12 Weeks in French Resorts for 
U. & Acts—Acts for Syndicate 


Paris, April 17. 

' Harry Pileér has been appointed 
official booker for a French syndi- 
cate with instructions to engage a 
number of American acts for the 
coming summer to play in Paris and 
the French summer resorts. 

It is' estimated that engagements 
ean be offered of 8;'10 or 12 weeks. 
Pilcer’s backers represent @ very 
rich group. 


Kit Cat’s Sell Out 


London, April 17. 

Advertising its subscription over 
the week-end, the new corporation 
which will take over the Kit Cat 
restaurant, Cafe’ Anglais and Cafe 
de Paris opened its books yester- 
day (Monday) and was oversub- 
scribed before the day closed. 
Original stockholders will fare 
nicely in receiving from 50 to 60 
per cent. profit on their investment 
of less than a year ago, with no 
compulsion to take any part of 
same in the new company. 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE NOW 


‘London, April 17. 

_ A company with a capital of $500,- 
000 has been formed to take over 
the old Elephant and Castle theatre 
with Charles Cochran as chairman, 
paying $250,000, divided equally be- 
tween cash and stock. 

It is proposed to partially rebuild 
ihis famous house which has held 
many a blood and’ thunder drama. 


CHEVALIER SIGNED 

Paris, April 17. 
Maurice Chevalier has at last 
signed on the. dotted line for his 
American appearance, He will 
play 8 weeks of vaudeville begin- 
‘ning in the fall. Salary is not made 
public, 


HERMAN TAUSKY DIES 
Paris, April 17. 
Herman Tausky, . representing 
American producing interests, died 
at the American Hospital here April 


White in Paris and Out 
Paris, Apri] 17. 

George . White:.- reached Paris 
Wednesday: and sailed for home 
Friday after: arranging for produc- 
tion of his: “Scandals.” American 
principals will appear including 
Richman, Pennington, Patricola and 
Williams. 

He took the sea trip at his doc- 
tor’s advice, 


Ceci! Back at Troc 
London, April 17, 
Cecil Cunningham opened her re- 
turn engagement: at the Trocadero 
(restaurant) last night. 


Hermione Baddeley Marries 
London, April 17. 
Hermione Baddeley has become 
the wife of Hon, David Tennant, 


CABLE ADDRESS, VARIETY, LONDON 
7870-2096-3199 Regent 


Wednesday, April 18, 


Will Rogers’ Worry 


Will Rogers left for the coast 
after seven weeks on tour in 
concert, and will not play any 
further dates this season. His 
real estate and newspaper ac- 
tivities have risen to tremen- 
dous proportions. Rogers is 
easily a millionaire. 

He intends to report both 
the Republican and Democratic 
national conventions, having 
made a contract with the New 
York “Times” and left it to 
that sheet to syndicate him. He 
also signed a new and lengthy 
paper renewing his services for 
the “Times” daily page 1 box, 
which is today the most. widely 
sold newspaper feature .on the 
‘market. Will’s money is com- 
ing in so fast that he admits 
it worries him, and all his life 
he has sought to avoid worry. 


London Lambs Eat 


London, .April 17. 
Local Lambs and their: club held 
an inaugural get-together dinner at 
the Savoy Sunday night, with 32 
members present. Speeches were 
barred, but several of the ‘artists 
entertained. 
The supper began at midnight 
and wound up at 7 a. m. 
Idea of holding meetings of the 
Lambs. here wath 
Tours. 


e e 
Hudgins in London 
London, April 17. 
Seen Hudgins, colored Ameri- 
can, surrounded by a friendly audi- 
ence, got by nicely on his vaude- 
ville debut at the Holborn Empire 
yesterday and fared equally well 
later at the Kit Cat. 
Edith Clifford, booked for two 
weeks, also opened splendidly at 
the Alhambra yesterday with the 
same act she did at the aaa 


Palace. 
“Barker” in Provinces 
London, April 17. 


“The Barker’ opened well in Car- 
diff last week, but did not hold up. 
Theatre mob believes the piece is 
too American for the provinces, but 
a good bet for West End patronage. 
Having refused the Playhouse 
because of its limited capacity for 
the show, Albert DeCourville is en- 
deavoring to secure either. the 
Prince of Wales or the Shaftesbury 
for the tent comedy-drama. 


TRUEX IN “YOUNG IDEAS” 
London, April 17. 
Next show for Ernest Truex will 
be “Young Ideas,” written by a 
comparatively newcomer. It is to 
be produced at the Garrick in con- 
junction with Frank Gregory, wus- 
lessee of the house. 
Other principals include Mary 
Jerrold and Huntley Wright with 
a Brighton tryout and opening here 
next month, 


HOPWOOD’S FARCE OPENS 
London, April 17. 
Avery Hopwood’s faree, “Our 
Little Wife,’ will replace “The Silent 
House” at the Comedy next month 
after a week’s break-in out of town. 
Cast includes Jeanne’ Decasalis, 
Guy Newall, John Deverell and 
Buena Bent. 


GLENN ELLYN IN BUDAPEST 


London, April 17. 
Glenn Ellyn, American dancer, 
opened as “Wanda” in “Rose- 
‘Marie” at the King’s theatre, Buda- 


pest, playing the role in Hungarian, 
and was immediately asked to ac- 
cept the lead in thé next show. 

She was foreed to refuse, already 
being booked for the Ambassadeurs, 
Paris. 


“BABY CYCLONE” IN LONDON 
London, April 17, 

“Baby Cyclone,” the George Cohan 

farce, opened at the Lyric and is 

doing well on the strength of Joe 
Coyne’s popularity. 

Its career as a success, however, 
remains uncertain. 


Added In Paris 
London, April 17. 
Mary Leigh and the Nesbitt Bros. 
are the latest additions to the new 
Ambassadeurs Revue in Paris, 


British Broadcasting Co. announcer. 


Both acts open May 10, 


—) |NO HALT IN SEX PLAY 


SUCCESSION IN PARIS 


Paris, April 17. 
Of three new plays this week in 
Paris, two have rather sensational 
sex angles, while by contrast the 
other has Biblical atmosphere and 
characters. The first two give some 
promise of success, while the re- 
tigious play is so poorly presented 
it has small chance. In addition 
there is a revival of Bataille’g 
“Femme Nue” (“Naked Woman”). . 

Princess’s Cautious Passion 
Louis Verneuil’s three-act come 
edy, “Ma Soeur et Moi’ (“My Sis- 
ter and I’), done in collaboration 
with Georges Barr, was nicely done 
at the Athenee. It deals with a 
eautious princess, falls page, 
sionately in love with a poor young 
man, but thinks better of it at the © 
end. 
The widowed princess becomes inx 
fatuated with Roger, impecunious; 

but handsome young librarian. - 

furtherance of her own amorous de- 
signs, she dispatches him to meet 
“her twin sister” who is of. the: 
masses, and then acts out the en-= 
tirely fictitious ‘character. Roger 
falls in love with ‘the “sister” sup-' 
posing her to be a woman of his 
own station, but discovers the real’ 
situation, at which point the prin- 
cess realizes marriage would be ith-| 
politic and instead takes an aristo=' 


ries her secretary. 
In the cast are Arnaudy, Georges’ 
Treville, Mmes. \Marcelle 
and Madeleine Soria. 


One Kind of Husband: 


Rather unsavory is the plot: of: 
‘Le Trouble’ at the Theatre’ 
Femina, the work of Maurice Ros- 
tand. A popular novelist is so é6ne' 
thralled with his own creations that’ 
he deliberately encourages his wife 
to engage in love affairs with other 
men in order to study her reactions 
and put them down in his books. 
After a series of such second- atid 
emotional adventures, the’ wife 
really falls in love with a sien 
youth and they elope when the boy’ 
threatens to commit suicide if she 
deserts him, leaving the clinical. 
husband deserted and bereft. Mme, 
Sylvie plays the feminine lead 
splendidly. Mauloy is effective as 
the husband and. Pierre Brasseur 
does nicely as the young lover, 


Biblical. Play 


Lugne Poe presented at the Mati 
son de ’Oeuvre a4 three-act piece by 
Henry Soumhegne entitled “Madame: 
Marie,” a piece predestined to short 
life because of its inadequate stage 
ing. Intended philosophical 
faster sermon: It has to do with 
the claim of the Apostle Maithew 
that Christ’s fame was greatly due 
to his efforts and the Saint’s con- 
fusion when ‘events demonstrate the 
Divinity of Christ’s guidance and 
the instrumentality of God. Mar- 
celle Geniat plays Marie, the mother 
of Jesus with fine emotional appeal} 
Yvette Pierry is charming as Made« 
leine; Henry Darbery is an impres- 
sive Matthew and Andre Laurent 
is cast as the #entle Christ. 
In the revival of “Femme Nue”™ 
the Theatre Sarah Bernhardt 
Renee Corciade, 
Armond Bour, 
splendid cast. 


at 
are Yvonne Debray, 
Victor Francen, 

Andre Dubose and a 


Metaxa’s Future 


London, April 17. 
George Metaxa has been signed 
for three future Clayton and Wale 
ler productions’ through Henry 
Sherek. 
SAILINGS 
April 28 (London to New York}? 
Irene Franklin, Jerry - Jarnigan 
(Aquitania). 
April 25 (London to New York), 


Henry Sherek (Ilomeric). 

April 18 (New York to London), 
Sophie Tucker (Aquitania). 

April 18 (New York to London), 
John Ford (Aquitania). 

April 18 (New York to London) 
A. O. Brown (Aquitania). 


“VARIETY” 


Paris Representative 


ED. G. KENDREW 
70 Rue d’Alesia, XIV 
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Paramount May Gain Another 


Year's Delay on 


Block-Booking Order 


| 


Federal Trade 


Washington, April 17. 

Paramount, on the date sched- 
uled, April 14, duly filed another 
“order of compliance” with the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission in the long 
drawn out proceedings incident to 
the Government's attempt to stop 
Block booking of feature pictures. 

This “compliance” was anything 
But what the word is taken to mean, 
particularly by the commission. It 
left the case where it was before 


the additional time was granted to 
await the return of Robert Swaine, 
Paramount's chief counsel, from 
Africa. 

The document reiterated the for- 
mer stand of Paramount: that the 
trade practice conference in New 
York City last October was an of- 
ficial function; that a new contract 
resulted from that conference, and 
that, as far as the picture making- 
distributing company was concerned 
it had changed its methods to fit 
the “results” of that conference. 

Paramount: a_ .in denied that it 
block-booked to the extent of co- 
ercion; that it built theatres for any 
purpose except a legitimate one, and 
that when it denied its pictures to 
any exhibitor such action was be- 
cause that business was too small to 
bother with, or, in other words, it 
eould sell to whom it pleased. 

As to the new standard contract, 
copy of which is attached to the 
document, it is described as “a new 
and radically different” contract. 

To back this up, the brief makes 
reference to statements commending 
the contract as voiced by P. F 
Woodhull. With the exception < 
that portion credited to Woodhull, 
the commission heard all of it be- 
fore either verbally or in writing. 

Behind it local attorneys say they 
see a bit of smart maneuvering on 
the part of Paramount's couns?! 
that completely ties up the commis- 
sion for another six months to a 
year. 

The delay asked for and granted 
held up the filing of the voluminous 
record of the case until now it is 
too late to prepare and get it be- 
fore the Circuit Court of Appeals 
prior to the summer recess. This 
means it cannot be filed until next 
fall. 

Waiting for “Out” 

There are those here that inter- 
pret the move for delay as further 
indication that those holding the 
money strings are forcing the issue 
in order to get out of the entangle- 
ment. It is said that Paramount 
officials are now hoping to keep 
the actual court proceeding in- 
active, with consequent cessation of 
legal fees, except the usual retain- 
ers, as long as possible—or until an 
“out” is found. 

At_the commission it was stated 
that the record would be filed as 
soon as it was physically possible 
to do so and that nothing would 
now stop the court action. 

As to the move against the entire 
industry on block booking wherein 
each of the companies has been 
ordered before the board of review 
of the commission, the last was 
heard Saturday. This was Uni- 
versal. As United Artists did not 
appear it is believed that the board 
granted the plea of that company 
that it did not block book in the 
sense objected to and should there- 
fore not be included. This is fur- 


ther enhanced with the statement 
that all have answered with the 
appearance of Universal and with 


no mention made of U. A. 

As to the attitude of the various 
companies in their respective ap- 
pearances little or nothing could be 
learned. These proceedings are 
carefuily guarded and are treated 
“as off the record” by the commis- 
sion. 

With this board constituted of 
subordinate attorneys on the pay- 
roll of the commission it is believed 
by attorneys here that nothing def- 
inite, either offensive or defensive, 
was forthcoming. The one or two 
compinies reported to be blocking 
any compromise with the Govern- 
ment fell into line with the others 
and confined their appearances and 
briefs to the usual legal argumenta- 
tive material. 

Proposition now stands with the 
picture company waiting for the 
‘Sommission to make the next move. 


' Pickford may be among the first 


Reneging Critic 


A movie critic on one of the 
New York dailies who is hard 
to get along with plays bridge 
at the home of a press agent. 

The critic reneges regularly 
without the press agent or his 
wife ever mentioning the little 
oversights. 


U. A. Preducers Doing 
One Film Each in England 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Each United Artist prodycer wil! 
make at least one picture of their 
series in England or some other 
rart of the United Kingdom to com- 
ply with the quota laws now in 
effect in the British Empire. This 
agreement has been reached by 
Joseph M. Schenck with producers 
releasing through United Artists. 
Gloria Swanson is the oniy one 
likely to pass up producing abroad 
as the matter of her remaining wita 
United Artists is undetermined. 

Edwin Carewe will be the first 
U. A. producer to make a picture 
in England under this agreement. 
He is figuring on a production there 
immediately after completing his 
next with Dolores Del Rio, and will 
send Finis Fox, his brother, ahead 
of the company to make necessary 
arrangements. 

Douglas Fairbanks 


and Mary 
United Artists, stars to produce in 
Europe. Fairbanks is figuring on 
making his sequel to “The Three 
Musketeers” somewhere the 
Continent, with Miss Pickford at 
the same time making her own pic- 
ture in England. 


Imported Religious Films 


PICTURES 


“BILLING AND SALARIES 


Dorothy Mackaill Holding Up “The 
Barker” Through Controversy 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Dorothy Mackaill’s “—or else" is 
holding up production on “The 
Barker” at First National. Dorothy 
wants her billing te be equal in 
size to that of Milton Sills, the 
star. 

Meunwhile salaries are accruing 
to idle actors, among them Sylvia 
Ashton, George Cooper, John Irwin, 
S. S. Simon, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
and Betty Compson, 

George Fitzmaurice will direct the 
picture if Dorothy's problem is 
settled. 


HOUSES 
CONTEMPLATED 
FOR FOX FILM 


A Fox Special Monthly 
for Next 5 Years—Four 
“Show Windows” Set 


With the return of William Fox 
to New York after a long vacation 
South, it develops that this pro- 
ducer before June 1 will have under 
long-term lease, with options for 
renewal, six theatres in the show 
window section of Broadway. Three 
are already tied up, while the deal 
for the fourth (Central) is prac- 
tically closed. 

The Broadway fronts will intro- 
duce the Broadway premiere month- 
ly during the next five years of one 
Fox special. Two dollar tops for 
the next 12 months are already on 
schedule, although no productions 
beyond August will now be an- 
nounced. 

Fox, it is said, figures that Broad- 
way advertising and exploitation 
will thus be available for a grow- 
ing production list which runs fully 
eight over the number turned out 
on last year’s schedule. 

The line-up of Fox's blg product 
calls for “The Red Dancer of Mos- 
cow” making its bow here next 


For Churches Over Here 


Four foreign-made religious pro- 
ductions are to be released here 
shortly by Phoenix Exchanges under 
church auspices. One of the pictures, 
“Crown of Thorns,” is a special, 
running over 70 minutes. Others 
are “Miracle of Lourdes,” “After Six 
Days,” and “The Parish Priest.” 

Though the pictures are intended 
mainly for distribution among 
churches or for use by churchgoers 
it is said that these releases will 
take the edge off American made 
religious productions when finally 
released for general 
later. 

It is estimated these religious pic- 
tures have a field of from 10,000 to 
15,000 churches to go to. It is 
claimed that many are using screen 
entertainment. 

Where there is no equipment 
Phoenix is undertaking to furnish 
a screen, projector and operator in 
addition to the film. 


Par Crowd Looking 
Over Wash. Houses 


Washington, April 17. 

Adolph Zukor, Jesse Lasky, A. J. 
Balaban, of Balaban and Katz, 
along with others of Paramount, 
and several architects, were in town 
en masse the greater part of last 
week, 

Group went over all of the local 
theatres as to construction, etc., fin- 
ishing up with nobody knowing 
what they were here for. 

Mr. Zukor characterized it “as a 
sightseeing tour.” 

The Stanley Company is inter- 
ested in the majority of the local 
houses. 


Flagg Flags ’Em 
Los Angeles, April i7. 
James Montgomery Flagg, paid 
$1,000 a reel by First National for 
supplying sub-titles to “The Yellow 


Lily,” has flown. 
Exercising the temperamental 
prerogative of an artist, he en- 


distribution |_ 


month; “Mother Knows Best” in 
June, “The Four Devils” tn July 
and “The River” In August. 
Directorial honors for 28-29 spe- 
cilals are confined to John Ford, 
Frank Borzage, F. W. Murneau, J. 
G. Blythstone and Howard Hawkes. 


Greater Return in 


Noney for 


Firm's Program Films, $3.25 for $1; 
Special Supers Gate $1.24 for $1 


Embarrassing! 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

A well known picture actress, 
who recently took a feminine 
fan magazine writer to lunch, 
was asked by the latter what 
was her most “embarrassing 
moment” tn life. 

The actress hesitated a mo- 
ment and then replied, “When 
your husband tried to feel my 
fams under a luncheon table.” 


Linow, Pro Wrestler, 
Gets 5-Year Contract 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
“The Red Dancer of Moscow,” 
inade for Fox by Raoul Walsh, is 


to be released as a $2 special. It 
will have its world premiere the 
end of May in the Gaiety, New 
York. 

Ivan Linow, former professional 
wrestler, is said to have stolen the 
stellar honors in the picture away 
from the leads. 

As a result of his work Linow 
has been placed under a five-year 
contract by Fox and assigned to 
parts in three forthcoming produc- 
tions. He will have the “rough” 
sort of roles that are sultable to a 
man of his height, stature and looks. 
His first assignment will be “The 
River,” under direction of 
Frank Borzage. Then William K. 
Howard, who will direct “The River 
Pirate,” will use him, after which 
he will work in “Me Gangster,” 
under the direction of Walsh, his 
discoverer. 


Tiffany’s Special, ‘Toilers 
Los Angeles, April 17. 

M. H. Hoffman of Tiffany-Stahl 
may spot “The Toilers,”” Reginald 
Barker's special made for that com- 
pany, for a two-a-day Broadway 
run if he can obtain a rental of a 
suitable legit house around Times 
square. 


BRITISH MAY BUY UNIVERSAL; 
ASKING $12,000,000 


Carl Laemmle is en route to Hot 
Springs, Ark., this week and may 
remain there from six weeks to four 


months on the advice of his physi- 
cian. Meanwhile, it is understood 
that Laemmle is negotiating for the 
sale of Universal to a group of Eng- 
lish capitalists now financing Brit- 
ish-made films and who want to 
have an international production 
unit. These negotiations have been 
going on for about six weeks, and 
it is understood that Laemmle is 
willing to accept around $12,000,000 
for his holdings. 

That the deal is likely to go 
through has caused Laemmle to dce- 
fer production and reopening of 
Universal City from May 1 to May 
15. The studio has been closed 
since Feb. 20. It is sald that if it 
remains closed until May 15 the 
overhead for the closed period wil! 
be more than $350,000. 

Production Budget $10,000,000 

Tentative production budget for 
the 1928-29 program has been set 
around $10,000,000. This, however, 
contains the cost of “Uncie Tom's 
Cabin” and “The Man Who 
Laughed,” which pictures have al- 
ready been made and cost around 
$2,750,000. These, with “Show Boat” 
and “Broadway,” are to be released 
4s supers on the forthcoming pro- 
gram. “Show Boat” and “Broad- 
way” will cost around $1,760,000 
combined, as the story rights of the 
former were purchased for $65,000 
and the latter stood Laemmle 
$225,000. 

Balance of the program, as out- 
lined, is to consist of seven specials 


trained for New York. 


around $200,006 each; 22 


costing 


Jewels, 24 Collegians, five serials 
and 22 action pictures, consisting of 
five-reel westerns and dramas, Then 
there are to be 40 two-reel westerns 
instead of 52, and 26 one-reel com.- 
edies and 26 pen-and-ink comedies 

In case the sale is negotiated it is 
understood this schedule can be re- 
vised to satisfy the wishes of th: 
new owners. 

Once Refused $15,000,000 

Laemmle about two years ago re- 
fused $15,000,000 for his holdings in 
Universal. However, it is said that 
since that time they have depre- 
ciated in value, and that $12,000,000 
is a fairly good asking price. 

Before Laemmle left for th 
Springs he appointed Robert Welch 
to represent him during his absence 
Weich is to confer on all production 
problems with Henry Henigson 
general manager of the company 
Welch is taking over the post for- 
merly held here by Beno Rubel, now 
in New York. 

It is understood that Laemmlec 
during the last year had about 
$2,750,000 in outstanding short-term 
loans and that around $1,500,000 of 
this amount has been taken up by 
him. Before the English propositior 
was considered, Laemmie its re- 
ported to have had on a financing 
deal in New York, but that the 
amount offered was not sufficient to 
meet his requirements. 

Laemmile is thought to have been 
under the weather practically most 
of the time since he returned from 
Europe more than a year and a half 
ago following his appendicitis oper- 
ation. During the past six weeks 
he is said to have only twice visited 
the studio. 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
The general trend of picture pro- 
duction for the ‘'28-'29 program 
points to fewer super-specials and 

more cheaper program features, 
Producers have found in thete 
survey of present exhibiting condf- 
tions that the product of the future 
must be made cheaper ‘to bring a 
gross sufficient to yield a healthy 
profit. This has come about, main- 


ly, by a general shortage of box 
office receipts throughout the coun- 
try and is directly traced to im- 
proved conditions of living where 
other luxuries are to be enjoyed 
and the family budget will not per- 
mit as wide a margin for the the- 
atre as formerly. 

Reduction of picture rentals will 
combat this condition only when 
the exhibitor reduces the admission 
price. In doing this, it will require 
the exhibitor to exercise the same 
economy of operation gradually be- 
ing forced on the manufacturers of 
pictures. 

While it is conceded necessary for 
the big line companies to make two 
or three super-special proluctions a 
year to uphold a higher prestige for 
their trade-mark, the sales organ- 
{zations of the various large com- 
panies have produced records that 
show these specials lacking tn gross 
sufficient to compensate for the ef- 
fort spent in putting the specials 
over. 

Analyzing Reports 


In analyzing the sales reports of 
one of the large companies, it was 
found in every case that the cheap- 
er program picture yielded a bigger 
profit in proportion to the so-called 
special. The organization making 
this analysis released 62 program 
features at an average cost of $200,< 
000 each, and. four super-specials 
that averaged $750,000 each, to 
make, A checkup on the grosses of 
both groups after exhausting the 
American market showed an aver- 
age gross of $650,000 for the program 
features and an average gross of 
$925,000 for the specials, or in other 
words the cheaper made pictures 
gave a return of $3.25 for every dol- 


lar invested, while the more costly 
efforts yielded but $1.24 on the in- 
vestment. 

This automatically pulls the earn- 
ing power of the company’s total 
investment down to $1.80 or a loss 
of $1.45 that could have been avert- 
ed had the specials not been made. 
This loss, however, must be charged 
to upholding prestige of the com- 
pany's trade-mark until such time 
as our future economists can figure 
out a cheaper way to save the pro- 
ducers undue embarrassment when 
paying off dividends to their stock- 
holders. 
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The Tiller Dancing Schools 


of America, Inc. 
226 West 72d Street. NEW YORK 


MARY RBAD, President 
Phone Endicott 8215-6 


New Classes Now Formlag 
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SOUTH AM. FILM 
AROUSING 


INTERFERENCE 
PRODUCERS 


Fox Sends Rep. to Investigate—May Build Fox 
Theatres in Combine with S. A. Indes 


Clayton Sheehan, head of the Fox 
foreign department, is in South 
America to protect distribution there 
from South American government 
politicians who are reported in on 


deals with several other pro- 
ducing and distributing organiza- 
tions. These deals provide for the 


use of government powers against 
opposition film companies. 

(ne or two of the producer-dis- 
tributor companies have succeeded, 
through political connections, in 
eausing a great deal of annoyance 
for opposition through various re- 
strictions. 

Distribution of Fox films and sev- 
eral independent producers has suf- 
fered as a result of government in- 
terference. 

It is reported that Sheehan has 
been authorized to pick locations 
for a string of Fox houses in South 
America, with eight or 10 spots 
seeming likely. Fox may follow 
construction with an amalgamation 
of South American independent 
theatres as he did in the United 
States, to provide an outlet for 
product. 


Canatian Transients Hot 
Over Ridiculous Child Law 


Montreal, April 17. 

Province of Quebec police have 
instructed all picture theatre man- 
agers of the new law forbidding 
children under 16 to enter the film 
houses with any adult, despite that 
they may be accompanied by par- 
ents. Premier Taschereau sent out 
the notification of the bill, lately 
passed at his instigation. 

Transients with children are com- 
mencing to expresS themselves, as 
they are excluded from the theatres. 
Many state this is their last visit 
to Montreal. 

Four women and a boy around 12 
tried to pay their way into Loew’s 
Thursday and were told the adults 
could enter, but not the boy. They 
refused to take the ticket seller’s 
word for it and saw Manager 
Adams. He confirmece the em- 
ployee. 

If they could not enter with the 
boy they would not go at all, they 


told him, and asked where they 
could go. 
“Well, madam,” said Jim, “the 


only place I can -think of where you 
ean take the boy legally is to the 
Gavety.”" 

Gayety ‘s a burlesque house. 


Big Chief Harold Loyd 


Montreal, April 17. 
The guest of N. L. Nathanson, 


managing director of Famous Play- 
ers Canadian Corporation, Harold 
Lloyd paid a flying visit to Montreal] 
last week and was initiated as a 
chieftain of the Mohawk tribe of 
the Iroquis nation and given the 
tribal name of Chief Ronwasderista 
(Anglice: “Make Them Laugh”). 

The ceremony took place in Mr. 
Lloyd’s suite at the Mount Royal 
Hotel here, and was performed by 
Chief Wolverine, Chief Running 
Boat and Chief Long Boat, from the 
local Indian reservation of Caugh- 
nawaga. 

Ritual included incantations, sing- 
ing, a dance In which Harold took 
part, and an unexpected test of 
the victim's morale when one of 
the chiefs seized him by the hair 
and socked him on the head with 
a club 

Mr. Lioyd refused requests to 
broadcast and ‘o appear in person 
on the stage of the Capiiol, where 
“Speedy” was being shown. 


Dug Up “Just Married” 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
With production schedule of 
“Glorifying the American Girl’ not 


definite, Dorothy Arzner, Para- 
mount’s only director, will 
handle the megaphone on “Just 
Married.” 

The organization has owned the 


Jatter story for several yenrs, and, 

in looking for a suitable story to 

feature Ruth Taylor, picked it. 
James Hall is to play opposite. 


<< Spin pit 
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HAYS THINKS HERRIOTT 
FAVORS MODERATION 


But Trade Believes French 
Quota Is Permanent—Press 
Urges Moderation 


Paris, April 17. 


The situation covering the new 
French tilm guota regulations fol- 


lowing the conference between Will 
Hays and Minister of Education 
Herriott is summarized thus: 

Hays believes that Herriott is 
turning toward « more moderate at- 
titude in response to his (Hays’) 
presentation of phases previously 
unknown to the official. 

The French press is taking sides, 
one prominent journ’! calling for 
the native trade to fight for busi- 
ness on a quality basis in the world 
market and depreciating the regula- 
tion scheme as a detriment to the 
real prosperity of the industry. 

Two-year-old American pictures 
have been thrown upon the market, 
business has fallen at the boxoffice 
as a consequence and the exhibitors 
are up in arms but being unorgan- 
ized, nobody is paying any atten- 
tion to them. 

American interests are still hold- 
ing the plan of withdrawing from 
the French market all new material, 
as their ace in the hole, to be played 
when all else fails. 

In spite of Hays’ optimism over 
Herriott’s possible change of front, 
it is believed the new quota plan 
is here to stay and the situation 
will have to be met as a _ per- 
manency. 


Sapene- Maxwell 


Sapene, representing Cineromans, 
and the real voice of the French in- 
dustry, and Maxwell, chairman of 
British Internationa: Pictures, 
signed a reciprocal distributing ar- 
rangement amounting almost to a 
combine. This follows the action re- 
cently of the French trade in a hook 
up with the Terra company of Ber- 
lin, covering mutual dealings be- 
tween France and Germany with 
respect to distribution. 

Hays does not Know. when he 
will again confer with the French 
Minister of Instruction, but expects 
to have at least two more discus- 
sions. 

Most interesting of editorial com- 
ment upon the situation is that of 
“L’Intransient,” powerful afternoon 
daily, which agrees with practically 
all the American «arguments and 
contentions. It points out that 
France is her own worst enemy in 


the quota policy. 4t argues that 
bankers and other capitalists have 
no confidence in production = of 
French pictures. 


The editorial continues that all 
the good French pictures have been 
sold abroad and have prospered and 
it is a mistake to force production 
in the foreign market. Article con- 
cludes that industry would better 
serve itself if it built up its position 
on merit and predicts failure of the 
new legislation. 


WEATHER FORECAST 


Washington, April 17. 

Questioned as to the outlook for 
the week commencing tomorrow 
(18) the Weather Bureau prepared 
the following for the country east 
of the Mississippi: 

Cloudy and cool Wednesday with 
showers In the Ohio Valley. Show- 
ers Thursday and Thursday night 
in lower lakes and Ohio valley. 
and Thursday night and Friday in 
the Middle Atlantic and New Ene- 
land States. 

Partiyvy cloudy ana 
night and Saturday, 


eolder Friday 


ROSCOE AILS 
Headilining Keith-Albee Vaudeville 


Where Roscoe Ails plays, you will 
find the crowds, 


MILLE-PATHE 
DOUBLE-EDGED 


DeMille Selling Back His 
Contract, Probably Re- 
maining With Pathe 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Negotiations pending for the last 
week or so between Cecil B. De- 
Mille, Joseph B. Kennedy and Pat 
Casey, the latter representing J. J. 
Murdock, appear to have reached an 
amicable adjustment of the differ- 
ences and status of DeMille within 
the Pathe organization. 

DeMille is expected to sell back 


his contract, which -has four years 
to run, with Pathe paying him 


$1,000,000. This is expected to be 
consummated by the end of this 
week, 


Under the terms as understood, 
DeMille will accept $250,000 in cash 
and the balance in three yearly 
payments. He will probably con- 
tinue with Pathe, but without con- 
tract, to lend his moral support and 
his organization to the forthcoming 
Pathe schedule. 

_ DeMille has under contract to 
himself as executives and directors, 
Hector Turnbull, Ralph Block, Alan 
Hale and Paul Stein. Among play- 
ers, he has Jacqueline Logan and 
Robert Armstrong, and is expected 
to take up options on Lina Bas- 
quette and George Duryea, both of 
whom appear in “The Godless Girl,’ 
DeMille’s latest picture. = 

The new deal, if no hitch devel- 
ops, will provide that DeMille make 
two specials yearly for Pathe, with 
financing to be done presumably by 
Pathe, as DeMille never finances his 
own pictures. 

It is also likely that Pathe will 
retain the services of William Sis- 
trom, who has been general studio 
manager at the DeMille plant in 
Culver City and has four years to 
go on his present contract. De- 
Mille and Kennedy are working on 
plans to reduce production over- 
head within the limits of a budget 
which John C. Flinn, vice-president 
of Pathe, is working out. 

Pat Casey left Saturday for San 
Francisco following the agreement, 
and expects to be back in New York 
on April 20. 

FBO Production 

It is understood FBO will con- 

tinue to produce at its Gower street 


plant, as there is no immediate pos- 
sibility of Paramount taking over 


this property. Additionally, the 
present facilities of the DeMille 
studios in Culver City will be 


strained to care for the Pathe units 
and DeMille’s personal companies. 
so there would not be room tor FBO 
on that lot. 


| 
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Biway’s New 6,000-Seater Wil 
Be, If So, Joint Holding By 
Stanley Company 


and 


\Rothacker for Ability 


Vs. Politics or Relatives 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Watterson R. Rothacker, vice 
president of First National, is- 
sued general bulletin to 
studio employees declaring that 
workers showing their ability 
for promotion will be con- 
sidered, 

They will be given the same 
opportunities as employees al- 
leged to be playing politics or 
related to the higher-ups of the 
organization, it is said. 


| 


Greathouse Can Examine 
Before ‘Widescope’ Trial 


Justice John Ford of New York 
Supreme Court believes that Robert 
Greathouse has a cause for action 
against the Fox Film Corp., Wide- 
scope Camera & Film Corp. and 


John D. Elms, its president. Ac- 
cordingly he has ruled that Great- 
house examine the defendants be- 
fore trial to help him in preparing 
a complaint for damages. 

Greathouse, represented by Max 
D. Steuer, had agreed to settle for 
$100,000 cash plus a 2 per cent roy- 
alty on the grosses where the 
“widescope camera” device in ques- 
tion was employed with road shows, 
and on a sliding scale of 2% per 
cent on $5,000 receipts up to five per 
cent flat on $10,000 or over where a 
straight rental exhibition was in- 
volved. 

The camera device is an improve- 
inent for theatre exhibitions in large 
houses to eliminate the unnatural 
angular distortion when the sereen 
is viewed from an extreme side of 
the house. 


claim on the camera for 10 years, 
which he endeavored to sell to pic- 
ture producers. Having been ad- 
vised that William Fox personally 
knew of the invention and was not 
interested, Greathouse approached 
ali but Mr. Fox. Now he alleges 
Elms is working for Fox, according 
to trade gossip, but wants to ascer- 
tain that in an examination before 
trial. 

Kims allegedly made Greathouse 
a 25 per cent offer, half of his 50 
per cent interest, and W. F. Wad- 
dell, formerly head of DeForest 
Phonofilms, Inec., but now with Fox, 
allegedly viewed the device and ap- 
proved it when tried out at the 
Cameo on 42d street in December, 
1926. 

Courtland Smith, representing the 
Fox organization, also became in- 
volved in communicating with 
Steuer’s office. 


Chewing Gum Ruining 
Roxy’s Lobby Rug 


Amsterdam, N Y., April 17. 


Chewing gum has done more 
damage to the rug in the foyer of 
the Roxy theatre, New York, than 
the tread of feet of 6,550,000 people 
in the past year, C. W. Griswold, 
manager of the house, has writ- 
ten to the Hohawk Carpet Mills 
here, manufacturers of the famous 
rug, 

So much gum is dropped by 
patrons that, the house manager 
states, the rug will be ruined by 
it before worn out. 

The rug is the largest one in the 
world. It weighs two and a half 
tons and is one inch thick. 


L. A. TON. Y. 
Hstelle Tavior. 
Al. H. Hoffman. 


It is aceepted as definite 


Lilade | 


Sunday (23), cloudy and wiedei 
ately cold. Possibly rain in tye | 
lower lake region and Ohio valtlev. 


Viv Moses’ Assistant 
Los Angeles, Apri! 17. | 
Trene Francis appointed assistant | 


to Vivian Moses as head of thei 


ireading department for Paramount 


DeMille at present will not ally with | 
United Artists. Kennedy, president | 
of FBO and prime mover in the} 
new working agreement with Pathe, j 
is said to have argued against iliai. | 
Tf the deal does not go through for! 
DeMille to make two pictures an- ! 
nually for Pathe, it is expected De- | 
Mille will return to Paramount! 
from whom he has an offer, 


lay Long. 

Mildred Davis-Llayd. 
Paul Bern. 

Pat Casey. 

‘tom Kirby. 

Jack Conway. 

Georse Jessel, 

James Monigomery 
Castle 
Christie 

Pat Dowling 


Charles 


Greathouse alleges a 50 per cent} 


That the Stanley Company and 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum are _ jointly 
interested in a proposed 6,000-seat 
picture theatre on the west side of 
Broadway in the 50’s, may revive 
the former rumors of a contem- 
plated working agreement at least 
beiween the two circuits sooner or 
later. It is denied on all sides that 
there are any present negotiations 
on beiween the Stanley Company 
and Publix (Paramount). moe 

From a reliable source the joint 
movement for the 6,000-seater hap- 
pened through the Stanley and 
Keith people discovering that cach 
was working independently upon 
such a project, The decision to go 
about it as a unit naturally arose 
and is sai¢c to have been entirely ac- 
ceptable to both. 

In connection with the report is 
another that bankers already are 
concerned in the project with an 
apparent willingness to become the 
financlal sponsors. - 

Reports have been around at odd 
intervals ever since the Paramount 
and Roxy opened that a 6,000-seat 
Broadway house would follow, the 
Roxy being in that class with its 
6,200 seats. The Stanley Company 
has been most often mentioned 
for it. 


Amalgamation Indefinite 


No exact location for the contem- 
plated big ‘un is mentioned, other 
than the general location. Several 
stories have said that the Stanley 
Company might eVentually demol- 
ish the Strand on Broadway, to re- 
build for utmost capacity. The 
Strand owns the property to its 
present rear and could be greatly 
enlarged upon the total lot held. —. 

There is nothing definite on 
the Stanley-K-A.-O amalgamation, 
Many showmen claim Stanley is, 
logical out for the Keith people. 
There is no question but that 
K-A-O anticipated a merger. that 
got quite close to consummation 
between West Coast and Stanley, 
just before Fox bought West Coast, 
would also at that time take in the 
K-A-O circuit. The latter was re- 
ported somewhat disappointed when 
plans did not mature as at first 
laid out. 


PALLADIUM PERPLEXED 


London Converted Film House 
Making Many Staff Changes 


London, April 17. 

Staff changes are becoming ale 
most a daily occurrence at the Pale 
ladium, vaude house that has gone 
pictures, 

Charles Penley, 
having made the Astoria 
a winner, was brought from that 
house to the Palladium, but is out; 
replaced by Fred Morris, from the 
Place Luton. The latter has also 
departed after a short stay and is 
now at the Astoria. 

Other switches include the withe 
drawal of Robert Smith, stage man- 
ager. M. J. Simpson, formerly as- 
sistant manager, is subbing for 
Smith. 

Opinion here is that with the 
shortage of feature films and the 
approach of summer the Palladium 
cannot hold up as a film house, It 
will probably have to revert to 
vaude or take on a big musical, 


credited with 
(cinema) 


“Speedy” in 2 Toronto 
ist Runs Same Week 


Toronto, April 17. 


Although business warranted a 
holdover, Jack Arthur swung in 
“The Last Command” (Par) to take 
the place of “Speedy” at the Up- 
town. The Harold Lloyd film played 
two FP main stem houses at once 
and scored big in each, with Tom 
Daley holding over at the Tivoli. 

“Last Command” was marked in 
all advertising ‘“‘Not a War Picture.” 


| 


| 


‘The Enemy” (M-G), last war pics 


ture to play the Uptown, .wcnt into 
ithe red, 
Extended in London 
London, il 17. 
“Winas,’ Paramount's film 
urrent at the Carlton, has had its 
run extended six weeks. 
This will give the film total 
; run of 11 weeks. 
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CALLED LAGGARDS MAYER 


Speaks Before Society of Engineers in L. A. Hotel— 
$1,000,000 Yearly for Research, Says Beetson 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Motion picture producers and 
actors were called laggards and told 
by Louis B. Mayer that unless they 
awoke to the fact that they were 
deficient in this respect they would 
find themselves in the same posi- 
tion as people in other branches of 
entertainment which have’ gone 
back instead of progressed in the 
past few years. 

Mayer was the outstanding fea- 
ture among the score of speakers 
who addressed the members of the 


Society of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers at a dinner given in their 


honor by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences in the 
Roosevelt Hotel. Mayer made a 
hit with the Engineers when he de- 
clared that the technicians had ac- 
complished more and had shown 


more willingness to co-operate 
than any other branch of picture 
production. 


Speaking further regarding nec- 


essity of constant progress, Mayer 


said that other branches of enter- 
tainment had retrogressed, regard- 
pretentious 
and beautiful theatres had been 
built, but this did not bring in the 
public with a brand of entertain- 
ment (vaudeville houses) that was 
the same as 10 years ago. 
DeMille Agrees 
Answering Mayer on the charges 
that producers were laying down in 
co-operating for the general prog- 
ress of the industry, Cecil B. DeMille, 
president of the Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers, admitted 
the fact but pledged the producers 
to work strongly for co-operation 
and the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, through which 
that co-operation was possible. De- 


.Mille also stated the producers had 
finally 
‘not founded entirely for themselves 


decided the Academy was 


but was to benefit the entire indus- 
try, with all branches working in 
equal harmony. 

The banquet was attended by 
about 200 engineers and nearly 300 
members of the picture colony. 
Douglas Fairbanks, chairman of the 
meeting, welcomed the Engineers 
and turned the toastmaster job 
ever to Fred Niblo, 

Fred executive 

(Continued on page 39) 


13 Stars as Extras 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Through their friendship for 
Marion Davies, the lure of the op- 
portunity to dine with her and re- 
ceive a $7.50 check for doing it, 13 
picture stars appeared in a 
scene with the Cosmopolitan star in 


vice- 


her present picture, “The Show 
World,” for M-G-M. 

Stars appearing in this scene 
were Douglas Fairbanks, Norma 
Talmadge, Mae Murray, Rod La 
Rocque, William S. Hart, Estelle 
Taylor, Claire Windsor, Eileen 


Pringle, John Gilbert, Leatrice Joy, 
George K. Arthur, Karl Dane and 
Renee Adoree. 

The one and only newspaper rep- 
resentative seated at the table with 
this group of celebrities was Lou- 
ella Parsons, who conducts a movie 
column for Hearst’s Universal serv- 
ice and is personal exploiter for 
the star. This ig expected to be a 
great piug for the column when the 
fangs see the writer actually mingling 


with the people she writes about. 


The object of presenting the 
high priced talent with $7.50 checks 
was to relieve any future lega] en- 
tanglements that might come about. 
Picture directed by King Vidor is 
sereen version of “Polly Preferred.” 


Maitland Rice Made 
Fox Studio’s Bus. Mer. 


April 17. 

_ Maitland Rice, son of George W. 
Lederer, veteran producer and 
showman, is now business manager 
at the Fox studies here. Rice 
joined the organization two years 
ago as unit manager with FEF, W. 
Murnau. He was promoted to as- 
Sistant to Ben Jacksen, general 
studio manager. 

When Jacksen was given the job 
as head of Movietone and E. W. 
Butcher promoted business 
manager to the Jacksen post, Rice 
Zot lis present assignment, 


Los Angeles, 


cafe | 


ROSE DAVIES-VAN CLEVE 
GIVEN DIVORCE IN L. A. 


Cruelty Charged—No Alimony 
—Custody of Daughter Di- 
vided Between Parents 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

A decree of divorce was entered 
here Saturday, in favor of Mrs. Rose 
Davies-Vun Cleve against 
George Van Cleve. Grounds charged 
were cruelty, and alimony is $100 
a month. 

Custody of thefr nine-year-old 
daughter, Patricia, is divided 
equally between the parents. The 
child is to be sent east with a com- 
petent adult to be with her father, 
as provided. 

Other charges set up for the di- 
vorce application when first entered 
by Mrs. ~"an Cleve are said to have 
been withdrawn, 


Van Cleve Was With Hearst 


Mrs. Van Cleve, sister of Marion 
Davies, has made a few infrequent 
appearances on the screen. Van 
Cieve is a newspaper and advertis- 
ing man. For several years he was 
in close association with William R. 
Hearst, in New York and on the 
coast. His latest Hearst connection 
out here, before severing his busi- 
ness relations, was that of realty 
manager for Hearst’s coast prop- 
erties. 

Van Cleve was in New York when 
the decree was granted. He entered 
no defense. From previous accounts 
he is said to have consented to the 
cruelty charge but would stand for 
no other without a contest. 

The child, Patricia, has been “ab- 
ducted” by each parent since their 
separation. The father first took 
the little. girl away. Later the 
mother regained the child, whe has 
been here ever since. 

It is said that all of the Davies 
family will leave for New York fol- 
lowing the completion of Marion's 
present picture, to be necessarily 
present at the probate of the will of 
their mother, Mrs. Rose Douras, 
who recently passed away. Their 
father, Magistrate Bernard J. 
Douras, is on the bench in that city. 

Milton Cohen was attorney for 


Mrs. Van Cleve, and WUarry A. 
Chamberlin represented Mr, Van 
Cleve. 


George Van Cleve left New York 
last week for Baltimore, with the 


intention of establishing an invest- | 


ment and securities office. 


Lloyd Hamilton Back? 


Lupino Lane is Educational’s big- 
gest attraction on its new schedule. 
A close second is the baby star, Big 
Boy. Both will make eight two- 
reelers, 

With Jack White and E. H. Allen 
in from the coast, conferring with 
E. W. Hammons, it becomes known 
that Educational may give Lloyd 
Hamilton another chance. Hamil- 
ton was let out last spring when 
Hammons reached the coast. Ham- 
ilton will probably have to pay an 
additional penalty by taking a cut 
in the two grand weekly which was 
his before the squawk. 


Beards Differ 


On Cuts for “Dawn” 


Various censor boards which 
have viewed “Dawn,” the British 
made film based on the life of Edith 
Cavell, appear to have expressed a 
difference of opinion as to what 
should be deleted, 

At the office of Arch Selwyn it 
was stated that the New York board 
approved the picture, but ordered 
several changes. Other boards or- 
dered cuts in the execution scene, 
which is the guts of the special, 
but it is claimed a goodly portion 
of that footage has been okayed. 

Selwyn sailed Saturday for Lon- 
don to complete arrangements with 
Cc. B. Cochran for the American 
rights to the latter’s revue, “This 
Year of Grace.” He will return on 
the same boat (‘Leviathan’). 


PICTURES 


) 
Actor’s Side Money 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

A juvenile leading man in 
pictures on the coast has a 
wife who looks after the fam- 
ily finances without help from 
the actor. In fact, the latter 
takes home each pay check 
and receives small amounts of 
money at intervals for personal 
expenses. 

The actor finds his allowance 
does not equal his expendi- 
tures, but makes up the dif- 
ference by going through his 
fan mail delivered to the studio 
and grabbing all the quarters 
sent in by the fans to cover 
the cost of mailing photos to 
them. This sum nearly equals 
the player’s weekly allowance, 
with the wife not having -yet 
discovered the additional in- 
come. 


THEATRES KEPT 
SMALL TOWN 
MERCHANTS 


Rochester, N. Y., April 17. 


Leading business lights of the vil- 
lage of Red Creek, N. Y., have 
agreed to make weekly payments 
to the manager of the Plaza theatre 
in order to keep the house open. 
In return for the subsidy, patrons 
and their families are to receive 
a free season ticket for Wednesday 
and Saturday shows. 

With picture business very dull 
it looked ag if the Plaza might have 
to close. The merchants, remem- 
bering the drop in business in the 
neighboring village of Marion when 
the theatre there was allowed to 
close, figured a similar effect here 
and belleve it will be more profit- 
able to support the house. 

The Marion house and several 
theatres in this section of the state 
are running on a similar subsidy 
plan nows 


Bankers’ Secret Service 


As Efficiency Checkers 
On East and West Coasts 


— 


F. N. HOLDS UNANIMOUS 


RE-ELECTION OF BOARD. 


Officers and Directors Remain 
Intact—Only Change a New 
Advisory Committee 


directors of First 
National Pictures, Inc., were 
unanimously re-etected at the an- 
nual meeting held Iast week, leav- 
ing the list as follows: Clifford B. 
Hawley, president board of direc- 
tors; Robert Lieber, chairman: R. 
A. Rowland, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager; Samuel Spring, vice- 
president und treasurer; Robert W. 
Perkins, vice-president and secre- 
tary, and Abe Sablosky, vice-presi- 
dent. 

Following board of directors was 
re-elected at the stockholders meet- 


Officers 


ing: Barney Balaban, Chicago; 
Harry M. Crandall, Washington, 
D. C.; Jacob Fabian, Newark; M. 


L. Finkelstein, Minneapolis; C. B. 
Hawley, Philadelphia; Richard F. 
Hoyt, New York; Robert Lieber, 
Indianapolis; J. J. McGuirk, Phila- 
delphia; E. V. Richards, Jr., New 
Orleans; Irving D. Rossheim, Phila- 
delphia; Spyros Skouras, St. Louis; 
Albert L. Smith, Philadelphia; Mor- 
ris Wolf, Philadelphia. 

A new advisory board, composed 
of the following, was elected to 
guide the activities of the officers 
and directors: A. H. Blank, Des 
Moines: George Trendle, Detroit; IL 
H. Ruben, Minneapolis; and H. T. 
Nolan, Denver. 

Directors declared the regular 
quarterly two per cent. dividend on 
First National preferred stock and 
authorized the retirement of $75,000 
par value first preferred stock 
July 1, 1928. 


ORIGINAL IDEAS FOR STORIES 
FREE-FOR-ALL STUDIOS 


Importance of Originals Leading to Development of 
New Writing Talent on Coast 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Realizing the importance that the 
original sereen story holds for the 
future of the picture industry, far- 
sighted producers are encouraging 
and developing new writing talent 
within their own studios. 

At many of the large plants, a 
standing order is in effect for all 
employees to be on the alert for 
new ideas, which gives the elec- 
trician the same opportunity to ex- 
press a thought for a story as it 
does a director or an established 
writer. 

This system has proven some- 
what successful and furnished many 
wide awake studio workers with 
extra checks for suggesting box of- 
fice titles and original ideas for 
story material. 


Dix Recovering 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
2Richurd Dix is reported improv- 
ing rapidly at the Roosevelt Hos- 
pital, but it will be at least two 
weeks, according to the physicians, 
before he will be discharged, This 
will cause Paramount to set back 
production schedule, 
Dis was slated to start 
his next picture May 14, 


work on 


JOLSON ON COAST 
Los Angeles, April 17. 

Al Jolson is expected here this 
week to prepare for his second pic- 
ture for Warner Brothers. He will 
also function as m.c. for the open- 
ing of the Warner theatre, Holly- 
wood, April 26. 

Jack Warner figures on using 
Jolson in “The Small Timer,” to be 
adapted for the screen by A, A. 
Cohn from the stage play by that 
name by John B. Hymer. 


2 Alaskan Stories 
By Fox and Par 


Los Angeles, April 17, 
When M-G-M contemplated mak- 
ing the “Trail of '98" it called upon 
the major producers at a meeting 
of the A. M. M. P. to withhold mak- 
at 
picture 


ing productions for 


least 


any super 


one year after this 
was released, with the subject mat- 
ter that might deal with Alaska. 
This was done as a _ protective 
measure following the epidemic of 
war supers, of which some 10 were 
made after the appearance of “The 
Parade.” 

It has been learned that Fox will 


shortly put into production a 
“Soapy Smith” story on Alaskan 
life, being written by Wilson Miz- 
ner. This picture is to be directed 
by Raoul Walsh and will be a 
special, 


Mizner had submitted a story of 
Alaskan life to Paramount when 
he was employed by therm but it 
was turned down. Now it is under- 
stood Paramount may make this 
picture to beat Fox to the jump. 


Film Show in Holland 


Hague, April 6. 


An international film exhibition is} 
being held here this month among 
the participators being Metro- 
Goldwyn, Eastman Kodiak Wirst 
National and Paramount, 34. Gau- 


mont, Pathe and most of the Ger- 
man producing 

Large display of 
from Russia. Eixposition will or 
main open eight we: 


COMDAaANICS 


Banking interests in the picture 
have established a secret 
m operating in prace- 
tically all the production and dis- 
tributing companies in which they 
are financlally concerned. 

On the const, it understood, 
around 380 sleuths are in studios in 


business 


service syst 


is 


various capacitics, all reporting 
Systematically to their chief, re- 
ported as formerly a press agent 


connected with a railroad company 
in New York. 

In the east, it is reported, a sim- 
ilar network has been formed by 
the money men, with men installed 
in the sales and distribution offices. 

The bankers’ object is to ascer- 
tain how much money is wnneces- 
sarily spent in production and dis- 
tribution and to gauge the possi- 
bility of tightening appropriations. 

Most of the banking operatives 
are working under cover, checking 
up specifically and in detail on all 
expenditures. The final result of 
the sresearch work may be that an 
efficiency line on expenditures is 
expected to be secured, covering 
everything in picture operation. 


NAME PLAYER HELD 
OUT OF INDE FILMS 
BECAUSE OF FEAR 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

A concerted movement on the part 
of the larger producers on the coast 
is responsible for a certain restraint 
in use of box office names for inde- 
pendent pictures. Independent pro- 
ducers are complaining of their 
failure to employ certain free lance 
players possessing box office names, 
who in turn claim they are forbid- 
den by the large producers to work 
in cheaply made pictures. 

Many of the independents have 
tried to cope with this situation by 
offering as high as $1,000 in excess 
of the player's regular salary. Even 
this does not eliminate the fear held 
of being ostracised from the big 
league pictures, 


Larry Weingarten and 
Sylvia Thalberg to Wed 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Larry Weingarten, supervisor of 
Tim McCoy productions for M-G, 
is engaged to marry Sylvia Thal- 
berg. Miss Thalberg is the sister 
of Irving Thalberg. The romance 
began about a year ago when Wein- 
garten left the Jackie Coogan ore 
ganization for the Culver City plant, 

Wedding will take place in June, 
following the return of the bride’s 
brother who is in Europe on 
his own honeymoon with Norma 
Shearer. 


now 


2 Todds Now Minus 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
A confusion of names between 
Lola Todd and Thelma Todd, both 
picture actresses, obliged the former 
to change her screen name to that 
of Carol Mason. 
This was decided upon Lola Todd's 


return from New York, where she 
encountered mistaken identity and 
was the subject of a number of 


press stories and pictures carrying 
the name of Thelma Todd, where 
Lola Todd should have been used, 
vice versa, 

Although the girls possess a de- 
cided difference in appearance, this 
did not prevent mistakes, 


or 


Kathryn McGuire Stays 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Finding that her married name 
was not what she thought it would 
be for the screen, Kathryn Landy 
is again calling herself Kathryn 
McGuire. She is the wife of George 


Landy, director of publicity for 
National, 

Prior to marrying Landy, Mrs. 
Landy had appeared on the stage 


iand screen for four years under 
ithe name of Kathryn McGuire, She 
| figures th fans know that 
| one better than the Landy name 

ind dees not want to be compelled 


herself with a new 


stablish 
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FAST START, CHI: 
LOOP RESPONDS CALL 


Raquel Meller Film in Sure Seater Dies at $2,600— 
“Speedy” Gets Going at Roosevelt, $20,000 


Chicago, April 17. 
Weather: Good until Friday 

Having taken it in the neck two 
weeks in succession from Lent and 
rain, the boys last week recovered 
and hauled out a strong lineup of 
films for hasty convalescence. The 
result brought a dimple to the old 
cheek, 

It’s public property that Paul Ash 
is leaving the Oriental soon to go to 
the Paramount, New York, and his 
elan is bringing about a spurt in 
business for the remaining few 
weeks. Last week the gross climbed 
$6,000 to nestle comfortably at $41,- 
600, topped only by the Chicago with 
its 4,500 seats. 

At the Chicago, Bill Haines in 
“The Smart Set” was customarily 
reliable with a better than normal 
$46,500, although under the Four 
Marx Brothers’ stage draw the pre- 
vious week. Haines was accom- 
panied by an unimportant non-draw- 
ing stage show. a 

“Tenderloin,” with Vitaphone ac- 


companiment, started breaking rec- 


ords at opening, and established new 
house marks the first four days of 
its run. The last-half onslaught of 
‘ain and snow was too much, how- 
ever, and the picture was unable to 
set a new record. Its $13,400 in a 
760-seat house is excellent. 

“Legion of the Condemned” drew 
a high opening week at McVicker’s, 
considering weather, going to $28,- 
000 because of extra good biz dur- 
ing its first few days. - 

One of the week’s best nifities was 
Harold Lloyd’s “Speedy,” starting a 
run at the Roosevelt with $20,000. 
Exploitation is heavy and notices 
good. The Monroe, holding over 
“Dressed to Xill,” let it out Thurs- 
day night despite good take-ins, and 
brought in “The Play Girl.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix)—“The Smart Set” 
(M-G) (4,500;- 50-75). Haines, as 
usual, brought extra dough, hitting 
$46,500 without drawing aid from 
stace how. 

McVicker’s (Publix) — “Legion of 
the Condemned” (Par) (2,400; 50- 
75). Strong opening week, with 
$28,000, and backed by good notices; 
in following mild run of “Patent 
Leather Kid.” 

Monroe to Kill’, 
“The Play Girl’ (Fox) (975; 50-75). 
“Kill” jerked a day early in hold- 
over week, although doing well: 
“Play Girl’ completed week okay 
and in currently. 

Oriental (Publix) —“Cohens and 
Kellys in Paris” (U) (3,300; 35-75). 
Whatever draw picture might have 
was submerged in increase of busi- 
ness following news that Paul Ash 
leaves house shortly; $41,000, rise of 
$6.000. 

Orpheum (Warner)—“Tenderloin” 
CW. _B.) (760; 50). Near-record 
opening week at $13,400, following 
five weeks of “Jazz Singer”; picture 
Set new house marks first four days 
despite weak notices from dailies. 

Playhouse (Mindlin)—“For Her 
People” (Imp) (600; 50-75). Raquel 
Meller, singer, brodied as screen 
actress in sure-seat house: $2,600. 

Roosevelt (Publix) — “Speedy” 
(Par) (1.400; 50-60). Bie start for 
Harold Lloyd, with $20,000: printed 
and vocal comment all to the good. 

State-Lake (Orvheum)—"The Big 
Noise” (F. N.) (2,500:-50-75). While 
not strong, this film better than 
usual stuff in this house, and sup- 
ported by draw vaude bill: $19.000, 

United Artists (U. A.)\—“My Best 
Girl” (U. A.) (1,702; 35-75). Thira 
and last week, ending Thursday, 
somewhat mild for house at $16,500: 
“Sorrell and Son” opened prom- 
isinegly. 


$6,100 TACOMA’S BEST 


B’way $3,300 with Bebe and Clara— 
Blue Mouse, $3,100 


Tacoma, April 17. 
(Drawing Pop.. 125,000) 

, Weather: Fair; some rain 

Tacoma had Fanchon & Marco 
shows for but three days last week 
and one of the best of all, “Jungle 
Idea,” “Feel My Pulse” was the 
picture for the three days, and biz 
held fine at the Broadway. 

It was the first week that the split 
week idea was tried at the Broad- 
way, West Coast ace here, and it 
started off flying. Dave Good is back 
as m, ¢c. 

For the final four days of the week 
Broadway had the inimitable peppy 

it” girl in “Red Hair.” 

Pantages had another good week 
with “Woman Wise” and six vaude 
acts. Rialto clicked with “Speedy.” 
Blue Mouse used “Brass Knuckles,” 
day and date with Seattle. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (W. C.) (1,600; 25-50- 

60)—“Feel My Pulse” (Par) and F. 


& M. “Jungle Idea,” fair, for first | 


three days. “Red Hair” (Par). with 
Clara Bow out-bowing herself and 


stances. 


“HELEN” JUMPS STATE; 
MINNESOTA, $28,200 


Other Houses Slowly Coming 
Back—Garrick Quits for the 
Season at $1,600 


Minneapolis, April 17. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Unsettled—Snow 


New Minnesota still has a strangle 
hold on the major part of available 
business. But each week records a 
drop for the new house and a slight 
gain for its competitors. During the 
past seven-day period the State, 
Strand and Hennepin-Orpheum 
made their best showing since the 
Minnesota’s advent three weeks ago. 
Despite the improvement, figures 
didn’t cause any wild rejoicing. 

Failure of “Feel My Pulse” to 
crash in was partly responsible for 
the Minnesota’s sharp slump, Stage 
show anda other program units fully 
up to snuff. ‘Helen of Troy” re- 
ceived a mixed reception at the 
State. Nevertheless, aided by @ 
splendid surrounding show, it 
jumped the takings fully $2,500 over 
the past two weeks. 

Elinor Glyn’s “Mad Hour” showed 
real box-office power and kept the 
Strand in the running. Picture gave 
satisfaction and produced favorable 
word of mouth. Big bust of the 
week was “Quality Street,” at the 
Garrick. Ever since the Minnesota 
opened, this 2,000-seater, formerly 
so prosperous, has been almost to- 
tally ignored by the fans. Last 
week’s gross was infinitesimal. Al- 
most inconceivable that it could be 
so- small fer a picture which won 
the praise of critics and the few 
who witnessed it. House closed for 
the summer Saturday night. 

Attractions offered at 50 «>*nts top 
by the Hennepin-Orpheum included 
the Marie Prevost picture, “A Blonde 
for a Night” and vaude. Public con- 
tinued to remain away. Other loop 
houses suffered, but business is re- 
ported as holding up fairly well 
in the outlying districts. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (Publix-F. & R.) 
(4,000; 65)—‘‘Feel My Pulse” (Par) 
and Publix unit, “Havana.” Bebe 
Daniels a, favorite here, but this 
picture failed to click solidly; stage 
show liked; dropped about $3,000 
from previous week; $28,200 okay. 

State (Publix-F. & R.) (2,500; 60) 
—‘‘Helen of Troy” (F. N.) and stage 
show. Splendid all-around program; 
corking picture, but general run of 
fans missed satire and failed to 
rave: around $8,500. about $1,500 
above previous week. 

Garrick (Publix-F. & R.) (2,000; 
60)—“Quality Street’ (M-G). Good 
picture, but failed to exhibit suf- 
ficient strength to attract attention 
without aid of stage entertainment; 


around $1,600; worst yet; house 
closed for season. 

Strand (Publix-F. ®& R.) (1,500; 
50)—"“Mad Hour” (F. N.). Sexy 


title and story coupled with Elinor 
Glyn name boosted takings; picture 
liked; close to $5,000, very good, 

Lyric (Publix-F. & R.) (1,350; 35) 
—“Burning Daylight” (F. N.)—Pic- 
ture okay, but business almost nil; 
around $1,000. 

Grand (F. & R.) (1,100; 25)—‘“The 
Last Command” (Par). Second loop 
run for this picture; about $500. 

Hennepin - Orpheum (Orpheum) 
(2,890; 50)—“Blonde for a Night” 
(Pathe) and vaude; big show for 
money, but folks here won’t buy it; 
policy unpopular; about $8,000. 


Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 25- 
50)—“‘Dressed to Kill’ (Fox) and 
vaude, Good picture and show; 
around $4,800; fair under circum- 


Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1,400; 
40)—"“Buttons” and vaude. This 
house is nearly sunk; about $3,900. 


LUBITSCH FOR “MRS. CHENEY” 


Ernst Lubitsch will probably di- 
rect “The Last of Mrs. Cheyney” 
for United Artists. 

John Barrymore and 
Horn are to be in the cast. 


Camilla 


stage band, 
$3,300. 
Pantages (1.500; 25-50)-——"“Woman 
Wise” (Fox). Comedy drama liked, 
with vaunde okay: $6,100, 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 


but no acts; just over 


QUEBEC’S BARRING BILL 
COSTLY TO THEATRES 


Lloyd’s “Speedy,” However, 
Took Year’s Record Last Wk. 
at Capito! With $20,000 


Montreal, April 17. 


(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 

Weather: Dull, Cold and Snow 

All picture houses here were noti- 
fied by the police early in the week 
that the children’s bill barring 
youngsters under 16 was effective 
at once. Managers have found this 
means a loss of from $250 to $300 a 
day for a start and perhaps more in 
the future. This accounts to some 
extent for poor main stem grosses 
in a week when natural reaction 
from Holy Week might have been 
expected, Except for Capitol, most 
houses poor, with neighborhoods 
howling plenty. Latter talking clos- 
ing, but faint hope exists barring 
bill will be forgotten after a month 
or two. ; 

Harry Dahn at the Capital came 
out on top of a flattened out heap 
with $20,000 on “Speedy,” easily the 
best figure for the year to date at 
any picture house in this city, with 
the possible exception of “Ben-Hur” 
befort Lent. Dahn ran a local juve- 
nile act and other small stuff, but 
could have made his gross on pic- 
ture alone. Could have held over 
for another week, but this house 
never does, Presence of Harold 
Lloyd in person on two-day visit, 
though not heralded until he had 
left Montreal, helped gross a lot 
with consequent ballyhoo. 
Montreal's favorite daughter, 
Norma Shearer, probably saved 
Palace from flop and gross was lit- 
tle better than Holy Week. Open- 
ing night only fair and “The Latest 
From Paris,” despite pretty dresses 
and lead attraction, fell by the way- 
side. With weaker opposition gross 
would likely have improved. 

Jimmy Adams at Loew’s in 
mourning over children’s bill, which 
dragged house down to merely nor- 
mal gross in a week that should 
have put him in the $15,000 rating, 
but ran around $13,500. Dix picture, 
“Sporting Goods,” with average 
vaude bill, was good enough for 
better return. Many adults with 
children turued away under new 
law, and Adams fears loss of busi- 
ness, 

National Vaudeville Artists Week 
gave the Imperial one of its best 
vaude bills of year, with “Mixed 
Pickles” the stand out. “Stand and 
Deliver” also better than average 
picture for this house and gross 
jumped $2,500. 

White’s “Scandals,” at Princess, 
rated low -on account of poor com- 
pany here on first visit here last 
April. Took until midweek to re- 
move impression, when house filled 
up and gave $23,000 gross. Sir John 
Martin Harvey, at His Majesty’s, 
had usual success of esteem with 
ancient melo as vehicle, grossing 
under $10,000. 

Long drawn out hockey series, 
which ran full five games, three 
during week, with capacity gates, at 
Forum, also hit theatres. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Capitol (F. P.) (2,700; 40-85) 
“Speedy” (Par). Big business from 
opening night on, with slight drop 
Monday. Record for year for house 
and almost for any main stem in 
city with $20,000. 

Palace (F. P.) (2,700; 35-60) “The 
Latest From  Paris’’) (M-G-M). 
Even Norma Shearer couldn't pull 
them away from Lloyd picture and 
house fell again below normal. 
Double orchestra, however, con- 
tinues to be growing pull or gross 
might have been less than Holy 
Week). Light at $11,000. 

Loew’s (F. P.) (3,200; 45-75). 
“Sporting Goods” (Par). Children’s 
bill, enforced this week, hit this 
house more than others. Picture 
fair draw, with vaude up to aver- 
age, but $13,500 disappointing. 

Imperial (K. A.) (35-80) “Stand 
and Deliver” (Pathe). Picture fitted 
in well with good vaude, of which 
“Mixed. Pickles” was stand out. 
Gross gained $2,500 over previous 
week at $10,500. 

Strand (U. A.) (30-40) “Sailor 
Izzy Murphy” (Warner); “Whip 
Woman” (F. N.); “Daredevil’'s Re- 
ward” (Fox), and “Flying Luek” 
(Pathe). All together, $3,000, little 
better. 

Neighborhoods feeling effects of 
children's bill. 


J. R. Bray Leaves Short 
Field; Wants a Profit 


Los Angeles, April 17, 

Columbia has taken on the J. R. 
Bray series of short comedies. Co- 
lumbia is seeking a producer to 
make a new series of shorts for its 
1928-29 program, to be financed by 
the outside producer and turned 
over to the Columbia booking of- 
fices on a percentage basis. 

Bray has delivered 20 of the sub- 


50)—-"Brass Knuckles” and Vita 
(W. B.). Vita seored and with 
Monte Blne helned draw: $3,100. 

Rialto «(W. C.) (1,250; 25-50)— 
“Speedy” (Par). Proved mag- 
net; $3,800. 

Colonial (W. C.) (850: 15-25)— 
Fire’ (Pathe). susiness 
quiet again; $1,000. 


jects to Columbia, and abandoned 
the field until such a time when the 
; market can afford him a profit. 


10c Tilt Hurt “Speedy”; 
Topeka Not Hot Last Wk. 


Topeka, April 17. - 
(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 
Weather: Rain and Cold 

The week following Easter is usu- 
ally one of the best of the season, 
but, despite extra efforts in the 
way of bookings and advertising, it 
showed only a little better than 
average, 

Week's surprise was the way 20c 
tabs with second run pictures hit 
at the Best theatre. This has been 
playing to a 5-10 audience second 
and third run films. Prices doubled 
last week for the added tab stuff 
and the little 750-seat place with a 
continuous policy showed to better 
than two full houses daily. 

“Speedy Week” at the Orpheum 
wasn’t so speedy. Wise ones declare 
the response to the Lioyd name 
wasn’t enough to make the high 
price for the film. “Speedy,” they 
declare, is not up to Lloyd's former 
films. 

Despite tieup with the local busi- 
ness and professional women in a 
ticket selling campaign, the Waddell 
Players failed to come back strong 
after their two weeks layoff. They 
gave “Is Zat So?” to less than nor- 
mal] business the greater part of the 
week, and Wednesday matinee, the 
usual money-maker, fell way off. 

With a dance contest and added 
vaudeville features for N. V. . 
week, the Novelty, vaudeville, did 
only about normal business, show- 
ing that contests have lost the kick, 
even dance contests. The N. V. A. 
thing was held to making a presen- 
tation of the five acts, with Harry 
Rappi acting as m. ec. the first three 
days and Jay Herby the last there. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grand—1,400; 75) (National)—- 
Waddell Players with “Is Zat So?” 
failed to hit. Business hardly up to 
normal; $2,100. 

Jayhawk—1,500; 40 (Jayhawk)— 
Bebe Daniels in “Feel My Pulse” 
first half hit with vacationing kids. 
“A Girl in Every Port,” well liked 
by critics, but no box office stuff. 
Week’s take under $3,000. 

Orpheum—1,200; 50) (National)— 
Lloyd's “Speedy” good gag picture. 
Topekans shied at raise of 10c per 
head and gross failed to justify 
price; $2,200. 

Novelty—(1,100; 40) (Crawford)— 
Last week of vaude showed advance 
over returns for Holy Week, which 
was the best Holy Week on record 
at this house. House starts summer 
season next week with pictures and 
tabs. Last week just over $2,800. 

Cozy — (400; 25) (Lawrence)— 
“One Woman to Another” well liked 
and got good play first half; “Shield 
of Honor” second half didn’t do so 
well. Week’s total $700. 

Best—(750; 20) (Lawrence)—Mu- 
sical tabs, Bozo Davis’ “Sunkist 
Steppers,” with three bills and sec- 
ond run pictures, $650. 


NEWMAN’S SPLIT WEEK 
DOESN'T HELP DRAW 


(Drawing Pop., 750,000) 
Weather fair 
Kansas City, April 1T. 
Lenten alibi is now cold, but the 
Easter week failed to bring any 
startling smashes. Business showed 


a slight increase, but nothing like 

some of the managers expected. 
Comedy prevailed on the down- 

town screens. “Speedy” at the Mid- 


land, “A Girl In Every Port” at 
Pantages and “Skyscraper” at the 


Mainstreet all help: grosses, but 
the split weeks bill at the Newman 
and the second run of “Chicago,” 
which the Liberty offered, failed to 
start the ticket machines out of 
their accustomed slow motion. 

All the downtown theatres are go- 
ing in for extra publicity and news- 
paper space. If the results are not 
favorable there is no one to blame 
except the buying public. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Mainstreet (Orpheum) — “Sky- 
scraper” (3,200; 25, 50). Jazzy, 
laughy show. Also vaude. Business 


holding up consistently; $14,200. 

Loew’s Midland—“Speedy” (4,000; 
25-35-50). Biggest Saturday open- 
ing for weeks given this latest 
Lloyd laugh maker. Stage show 
“Milady’s Fan.” Great money bill 
and takings little more satisfactory; 
$21,000. 

Pantages—"Girl In Every Port” 
(2,200; 25-50). With all seats for 
mats 25¢c. and same price for bal- 
cony nights, this house playing to 
lots of people and building up host 
of regulars. Screen feature given 
big publicity and natural for house. 
Vaude also. Increased business an- 
swer; $10,900. 

Newman (Loew’s)—‘“Circus Rook- 
ies” Ist half, ‘“Wickedness Pre- 
ferred” 2d half. (1,980; 25-35). If 
split week thing beneficial, not dem- 
onstrated to date. Business no bet- 
ter than for several weeks; $2,300. 

Liberty (Ind)—“Chicago” (1,000; 
25-35). Second run downtown; 
$1,500. 

At Orpheum “Chinatown Charlie,” 
its first K. C. showing, and Uptown 
had ‘Good Morning, Judge” and “So 


This Is Love.” At Globe, “Freckles,” 


picture. 


3 FILMS HELD OVER 
3 WEEKS IN DETROIT 


“Wings” at $1.65 Jumps Off 
to $16,000—Michigan Did 
Usual at $41,700 


Detroit, April 17. 

General improvement in cinema 
returns last week, 

Outstanding pickup by Kunsky’s 
State through stage acis and going. 
stage band. The former money’ 
loser more than doubled its previoug 
gross average with vaude-films, but 
relied entirely on the new stage 
policy for the leap. “Something Ale. 
ways Happens,” on the screen in 
the initial presentation week, de- 
notes little or no attempt will be 
made to improve the film departe 
ment at the State so long as the 
stage stuff will draw. 

Capitol showed immediate effects 
of the new but cousinly opposition 
and dropped in spite of Barthel- 
mess’ “Little Shepherd of Kingdom 
Come” and a good stage show, 
though this decline was not une 
expected by the Kunsky office: 


Trio of holdovers each completed 
three-week stays, all doing fair in 
the final, and “Sorrel and Son,” 
United Artists, again beating out 
“The Crowd,” Adams, and “Student 
Prince,’ Madison. “Mother 
chree” surprised in its opening week 
and drew enough to predict a stay 
of a month or more. 


In its three at the U. A., “Sorrell” 
established itself as the most cone 
sistent film the new house has had 
so far. Oriental, now with a 
monopoly on the vaude-films field in 
Grand Circus Park since the State’s 
conversion, took little advantage of 
the exclusive role and had a normal 
week with a below average Pan bill 
and “Devil's Trade Mark.” Someone 
thought of playing up Belle Ben- 
nett, featured, and it is possible she 
was better known to be at the Ori- 
ental than in, “Machree” at the 
Washington. Belle’s face was on 
two downtown screens and at the 
neighborhood Hollywood in anothér 
hellishly titled picture, “The Devil's 
Skipper.” 

“Wings” enjoyed a brighter start 
at Whitney’s New Detroit than do 
most two-a-day films in this village. 
It’s a $1.65 top and sold out several 
times opening week. Whitney pre- 
fers films to legit in the summer 
and is reported expecting 10 weeks 
from “Wings.” Tradition and prece- 
dent will have to be violated for 
B. C. and the picture to get it. 


Big Michigan drew a normal $41,< 
700 through Menjou’s latest, but not 
greatest, and the unit presentation. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Adams (Kunsky)—“The Crowd” 
(M-G) (3d week) (1,700; 50-75). 
Film completed three-week stay 
with $11,000 final without reaching 
pre- opening expectations; didn’t 
stage comeback after Holy Week 
sock; “Speedy” (Par) supplanted 
Saturday. 

Capito) (Kunsky)—‘Little Shepe 
herd” (F. N.) (2,448; 50-75). Down 
to $20,700 and showing effects of 
State’s renewal; Barthelmess’ new- 
est aS a draw did not approach 
star’s usual standard here. 

Madison (Kunsky) — “Student 
Prince’ (M-G) (8d week) (1,9763! 
50-75). Dutch schoolboy film handi- 
capped by unfortunate spotting at 
bad time and found Detroit tougher 
than elsewhere; like “Crowd,” 
couldn't recover after low second 
week; $9,500 for third and last; 
“Chicago” current. 

Michigan (Kunsky - Publix)— 
“Night of Mystery” (Par) (4,100; 
50-75). Large one not worrying at 
$42,000; credit to Menjou for some, 
rest through natural draw. 

Oriental (Miles).—“Devil’s Trade 
Mark” (F. B. O.) and Pan vaude 
(2,950; 25-90). No signs yet of 
grabbing State’s vaude-films follow- 
ing; formal week with $11,000 and 
no more expected. 


State (Kunsky — “Something Al- 
ways Happens’ (Par) (3,000; 50- 
75). New policy, heavy gross—ver- 
ily new theatre; film secondary in 
initial presentation week; house has 
only real permanent stage person- 
ality draw downtown in Fred 
Stritt; drop to less hectic attend- 
ance looked for from now on, 
though last week predicts change 
will keep State in the money; 
$18,500. 

United Artists (U. A.) — ‘Sorrel 
and Son” (U. A.) (8d week) (2,0003' 
50-65). Best draw U. A. has had to 
date; outclassed balance of field for 
second time, with $16,500 in third 
and final; “‘The Dove’ ‘current, 

Washington (Fox)—‘Mother Ma- 
chree”-Movietone (Fox) (ist week) 
(1,778: 35-50-65). Opening better 
than hoped for, with another excel- 
lent Movietone bill; $10,100 and 
good. 

New Detroit (Whitney )—* Wings” 
(Par) (2,140; 50-$1.65). Better than 
most supers here in starter at 
$16,000; has chance to stay 8 or 190 
weeks, with legit house having 
nothing else to do: first two-a-day 


picture here for several months. 
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Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


RIVOLI RECORD, $53,000: 
SAILORS; ROXY, GOT $109,000 


Easter Week Not So F ancy on B’way—“Love” Drew 
$77,600 to Capitol and Held Over. 


Easter Week, generally looked for- 
ward to by theatres, cut no great 
figure with the Broadway cinemas. 
Of the 16 houses but five actually 
felt the holiday influx to any extent. 
The two actual high spots were the 
Rivoli, where “Speedy” hung up a 


’ new house record of $53,000, and the 


Capitol, on which site “Love” 
brought in $77,600 after completing 
17 weeks down the street at the Em- 
-bassy at $1.65 a month ago. 


Paul Whiteman’s second week at 
the Paramount was productive of 
$76,200 in conjunction with “Sky- 
scraper,” a picture which got pretty 
fair word-of-mouth. Th.s was a 
dip from Holy Week (Whiteman’s 
first) of $2,509. Strand was within 
$100 of its preceding week in show- 
ing "Ladies Night” to $28,400, while 
the Roxy practically equalled “Jazz 
Singer's” second week in getting 
$109,000 “Why Sailors Go 
Wrong.” 

Semi-final week of “Legion of 
Condemned” brought $26,300 to the 
Rialto, where “Drums of Love” 
comes in this Saturday. Langdon’s 
“Chaser” was only good enough for 
one week at the Cameo, succeeded 
by “The Last Moment” after a count 
of but $4,300. 

Three of the $2 pictures depart 
this Saturday. Two will have suc- 
cessors. “We Americans” and “Uncle 


for 


Tom” leave the Colony and Central, 


“Tenderloin” closes at War- 
ner’s. The next W. B. “talker” will 
be “Glorious Betsy,” April 26. “Man 
!Who Laughs” is due at the Central 
April 27, and the Colony is going 
dark, without. any plans for its im- 
mediate future. 

Gaiety (“Four Sons’) was one of 
the high tap films to climb and 
went up the ladder $1,600, to $10,300. 
The change from the Globe to the 
Times Square meant little to “Mother 
Machree,” and Fox’s third Broadway 
special, “Street Angel,” won approv- 
ing press comment at the Globe. 
“Trail of ’98"” eased ahead $100 to 
$17,900, with “Two Lovers” sprint- 
ing $900 worth to $8,700. “Wings” 
cut itself an extra half grand by 
doing $15,500. “Abie” opens Thurs- 
day at the 44th Street at a $5 benefit 
performance. Thereafter at $2 top. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Trail of ’98”" (M-G) (1,- 
129; $1-$2) (5th week). Klondike 
film drawing steady trade; neat ad- 
vance sale and $17,900 satisfactory. 

Cameo—“The Chaser” (F. N.) 
(549; 50-75). Langdon comedy 
couldn’t make holdover grade; not 
deemed sufficient to stand Broad- 
way gaff; “Last Moment” underline 


and 


appeared in ads Thursday; $4,325, 
*’way off. 

Capitol—“‘Love” (M-G) (4,620; 
35-50-75-$1.65) (2d week). Gilbert 


and Garbo on couch worth $77,600’ 


to a public which had 17 weeks in 
which to view them at the Embassy 
for $1.65; only off the Street month 
and lingering for second week here. 

Central—‘‘Uncle Tom’s’ Cabin” 
(U) (922; $1-$2) (24th week)... Goes 
out this week, after having had 
rough time of it at top scale; “Man 
Who Laughs” (U) listed to follow 
April 27. 

Colony — “We Americans” (U) 
(1,980; $1-$1.65-$2) (4th week). 
Second Universal film to depart this 
Saturday, but considered very good 
program material, regardless of re- 
ceipts here; house going dark Sun- 
day to only reopen twice daily 
showings with U or other com- 
panies’ pictures. 

Criterion—“Wings” (Par) (836; 
$1-$2) (36th week). Monday mati- 
nee line curling around the corner 
about tells this story; $15,500 again; 
equalled “Beau Geste’s” run last 
week and ahead of that picture on 
receipts; going through hot weather 
unless forced out by booking in of 
either “The Patriot” or possibly 
“Wedding March”; officials reported 
once more looking at latter picture 
this week. 

Embassy—“Two Lovers” (U. A.) 
(596; $1-$1.65) (5th week). Spurted 
bit to get $8,700; M-G-M hasn't 
selected picture to follow and this 
one expected to stick eight weeks, 
maybe more, 

Gaiety—“Four Sons” and Movie- 
tone (Fox) (808; $1-$2) (10th week). 
Among elite that forged ahead; 
turned in nice $10,300; steadiest of 
recent Fox entries. 

Globe—"‘Street Angel” and Movie- 
tone (Fox) (1,416; $1-$1.65) (2d 
week). Got approving newspaper 
notices and considered highly excel- 
lent program film; had benefit of 
what holiday week may have 
meant; $18,400. 

Paramount—“Skyscraper” (Pathe) 
(3,666; 35-50-75). Picture sponsored 


some word-of-mouth publicity to 
help and with Paul Whiteman’s 
second week the combo tore off 
$76,200: drop frera preceding week, | 


but okay. 
Rialto—"L 


egzion of the 


Con-— 


FOX UP TO $27,000; 
“TILLIE” QUIET, $17,500 


Columbia’s Days Numbered? 
—Lloyd Comedy, $12,500; 
“Mad Hour,” $9,000 


Wasntiaston, April 17. 
(White Pop., 450,000) 
Weather: Fair, warm, rain 

Things came back with a rush in 
most of the houses. Eased off some- 
what toward end of week, when it 
rained, and thousands of tourists ex- 
hausted the three-day tickets. 

Fox did outstanding business with 
a good $4,000 jump. Palace climbed 
upward but not to the same extent. 
Metropolitan, with “Speedy,” got 
into the money, while the Rialto 
and “Lovelorn” got the usual break 
in the two Hearst dailies plus a bit 
of smart selling by M-G’s local ex- 
ploitation man, Norman Pyle, who 
also sold the Scripps-Howard paper, 
the “News,” which spread the pic- 
ture via a caption writing contest. 

Earle, with a new m. c. and “Mad 
Hour,” left the opposition wide open 
to kid the title and the business. 
House a real loser on the week. 
Columbia had “The Crowd” and did 
fairly but nothing to brag about. 
Mark Gates, house manager, is out 
to head a suburban chain of picture 
houses. Succeeded by Harry Howe, 
formerly assistant. 

Keith’s had “American Beauty” 
(F. N.) after everybody else is re- 
ported to have turned it down. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew)—“The Crowd” 
(M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Not up to 
usual high mark but doing nicely 
and enough to hold over; visit last 
week of Adolph Zukor, Lasky and 
others of Publix indicates days of 
this old house are numbered; though 
operated by Loew it plays all big 
Paramount films; “Crowd” may have 
reached $10,000. 

Earle (Stanley-Crandall) — 
Hour” (F. N.) (2,244; 35-50). New 
m. ec. failed to help; Easter helped 
a little; picture caused no excite- 
ment with Elinor Glyn’s name billed 
above it; natural upward trend pos- 
sibly ran things to $9,000. 

Fox (Fox)—‘“Dressed to Kill” 
(Fox) and presentation (3,434; 35- 
50). Took biggest jump of town, al- 
most $27,000. 

Keith’s (K-A)—“American Beau- 
tv” (F. N.) and vaude. (1,902; 25-$1). 
Took hefty jump to extent of giving 
three shows both Saturday and Sun- 
day; possibly best takings of many 
weeks, including the previous two- 
a-day straight vaude; maybe $12,000. 

Met (Stanley-Crandall)—‘Speedy” 
(Par) (1,518; 35-50). In for run; 
billed like circus and ran to $12,500. 

Palace (Loew)—‘Tillie’s Punc- 
tured Romance” (Par) and Publix 
unit (2,363; 35-50). Not so hot 
either in picture or stage show; de- 
cline on end of week more marked 
than in opposition; about $17,500. 


Rialto (U)—“Lovelorn” (M-G) 
(1,978; 35-50). Great break from 
Hearst papers and from Scripps- 


Howard sheet, too; increased con- 
siderably; might have done $9,000. 


M. H. Hoffman East 


M. H. Hoffman, head of Tiffany- 
Stahl, has returned to his New 
York offices after a protracted visit 
at the T-S coast studios. 


demned” (Par) (1,960; 35-50-75-90) 
(5th week). Getting ready to blow 
with “Drums of Love” (U. A.) en- 
trancing this Saturday; $26,300 as 
semi-final figure. 

Rivoli—“Speedy” (Par) (2,200; 35- 
50-75-90) (24 week). Immediately 
inaugurated midnight shows and 
went to new house record of $53,000; 
no doubt about this Lloyd comedy. 

Roxy—“Why Sailors Go Wrong’ 
(Fox) (6,205; 50-75-$1-$1.65). House 
splurged with big Easter show and 
splits honors with picture for $109,- 
000; “The Playgirl” and “Honor 
Bound,” both Fox pictures, coming 
in in that order. 

Strand—‘Ladies Night” (F. N.) 
(2,900; 35-50-65-75). Mackaill-Mul- 
hall comedy had fair enough week 
at $28,400. 

Times Square—‘“Mother Machree” 
and Movietone (Fox) (1,080; $1- 
£1.65) (7th week). Over here from 
Globe to little action. 

Warner’s — “Tenderloin” 
Vitaphone (W. B.) (1,360; 
(6th week). Out this Sunday 


and 
$1-$2) 
for 


“SPEEDY” GOT $30,000 
IN 2 TORONTO HOUSES 
Lindbergh Special Air Film a 


Big Help to Loew’s, $15.000 
—$20,000 Spurt in Town 


(Drawing Pop. 700,000) 
Weather Fair and Cool 
Toronto, April 17. 

One of the biggest business spurts 
on record in Canada saw Harold 
Lloyd break all existing Toronto 
records by nailing $30,000 with 
“Speedy” after a snappy campaign 
by Tom Daley last week. 

Famous Players held the Lloyd 
film until end of Holy Week, then 
shot it into the Uptown and Tivoli, 
with Daley, house manager of the 
latter, handling the publicity and 
doing a handsome job of it. Tivoli, 
with its 1,400 seats, grabbed $10,900, 
while Jack Arthur was getting twice 
that much in his 3,000-seater a 
couple of miles up the main stem. 

In betwen came the Loew house, 
Pantages and Mike Shea's Hippo- 
drome, all of which showed tremen- 
dous gains over previous week. The 
total gross on the week was a few 
hundred under $70,000 in the five 
main drag flicker palaces, compared 
with less than $50,000 the week 
before. 

The $20,000 at the Uptown was the 
best gross for that house this year, 
or last, but “Speedy” was not held 
over, in compliance with house pol- 
icy. More regulars visit Jack Ar- 
thur’s pet spot than all other To- 
ronto houses combined. He had a 
smartly staged surrounding pro- 
gram, featuring a flock of kids of 
his own training. “Last Command” 
came in strong Saturday and looks 
set for better than average week. 


All advertising said, “Not a War 
Picture.” 
Daley carried “Speedy” into a 


second week and announces “The 
Harvester” (FBO) next. He had 
some of the niftiest shorts of the 
year surrounding feature. “Knights 
of the Air,” a Paramount two-reeler, 
brought some squawks on Ameri- 
canism, and one of the dailies sent 
reporters to buttonhole audiences 
as to their opinion. More than 95 
per cent. of opinions received were 
favorable. Some were raves and 
the Americanism was not men- 
tioned. The daily said so, too. 

Jules Bernstein cashed in on 
“40,000 Miles With Lindbergh,” and 
“The Smart Set” went just under 
$15,000, compared with $11,500 last 
week, with reviewers giving most of 
their space to the Lindbergh air 
special (MG). 

This one got a neat break, due 
to the presence in town of the At- 
lantic flier’s mother, who was at- 
tending teachers’ convention. 
Vaude bill strong. 

Fred Schafer came next at his 
big Pantages house with about $14,- 
000 for “That’s My Daddy” (U) and 
a strong surrounding bill. Critics 
did not think “Daddy”'up to the 
Denny standard, but the fans did. 
Fred Putenham again scored with 
his organ concerts by radio. Satur- 
day saw “The Blue Danube” open 
strong, with more attention paid to 
stage show than picture. Former 
featured q collection of circus freaks. 

The Laura LaPlante name helped 
Hippodrome collect better than $12,- 
000 with “Finders Keepers,” but 
there were plenty of walk-outs on 
the picture. Admittedly getting a 
tough break in releases, this house 


keeps well toward the top on 
strength of vaude bills. 
Princess, Erlanger legit house, 


dark most of this season, announces 
“King of Kings” to follow three 
legit attractions now booked. May 
spot the picture in May. It was 
originally booked in January. 

Legit attractions, both road and 
stock, took one on the jaw at the 
expense of flickers. Frank Craven’s 
“The 19th Hole” narrowly missed 
the red, even though critics voted 
it the best read comedy of the year. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Uptown (FP) (3,000; 30 - 660). 
“Speedy” (Par.). Broke house rec- 
ord for past two years at $20,000, 
but did not hold over. Picture also 
shown at Tivoli, where $10,000 was 
collected. Total of $30,000 best ever 
done in single week by any picture 
in Toronto. Biggest money-maker 
of all. “Gold Rush” also collected 
by Jack Arthur. 

Pantages (FP) (3,400; 36-60). 
“That’s My Daddy” (U). Excellent 
at $13,800, with vaude bill good 
class but not expensive. 

Loew’s (2,300; 30-60). “The Smart 
Set” (M-G). One of best weeks of 
season at almost $15,000 with “40,000 
Miles With Lindbergh,” M-G short 
coming in for more attention than 
rest of show. Lindbergh's mother 
flew here from Detroit this week, 
but did not take in picture. 


Tivoli (FP) (1,400; 30 - 60). 
“Speedy” (Par). Tom Daley, house 
manager in this one, put on the 


campaign that put “Speedy” over in 
two FP houses; 24 sheets widely 
used and direct-to-public appeals by 
phone very successful. Got $10,000 


CORRECTIONS ON “DOVE” 


To complete the record and 
correct an error of ‘the gross 
of “The Dove” (United Art- 
ists) at the U. A. theatre, 
Chicago, for the first two 
weeks of that picture there, 
the following figures are 
printed: 

Jan. 4, $28,695. 

Jan. 11, $23,234. 

No figures were contained in 
Variety of Jan: 4 (publication 
date), as that issue was the 
Anniversary Number. 


“JAZZ SINGER” WILL GET 
$150,000 IN FRISCO 
Granada Can't” Get Going, 


$18,000—Warfield, $29,000 
—“Kid” Okay, $20,000 


San Francisco, April 17. 
(Drawing Population, 756,000) 
Weather: Warm and Unsettled) 

Viewed from every angle it was 
one of the healthiest weeks Market 
street (including one house on Eddy) 
has known in many months. Had 
there not been one dismally weak 
spot on the street the gross revenue 
for the first runs would probably 
have topped everything on record. 
The disappointment was the Gran- 
ada, with “Night of Mystery,” and 
there’s nothing in sight to indicate 
better business in the next few 


weeks to come. 

Local showmen are at sea as to 
what ails the Granada. House has 
been in the dumps so long now it 
begins to look as though nothing but 
a radical change in policy can re- 
vive it. During the past four weeks 
Publix stage shows have been on 
view, replacing the Fanchon & 
Marco productions, and the general 
consensus is that these new units 
have offered nothing new over what 
San Francisco has been having the 
past five years. 

On the other hand, stage shows at 
the Warfield, produced by Fanchon 
& Marco, have improved the past 
couple of months, and this theatre 
has been enjoying the cream of the 
business. Warfield, too, has been 
getting what is regarded as a bet- 
ter break in pictures. ‘ 

Three run pictures made their 
bow last week, and all clicked. At 
the Columbia the long awaited 
“Wings,” at $2, got under way to an 
excellent start. Advance sale indi- 
cates four healthy weeks. The 
other pictures are “Speedy,” at the 
California, and “Patent Leather 
Kid,” at the St. Francis. First real 
business the California has had in 
about six weeks. 

For the first time since its started 
nine weeks ago “Jazz Singer,” at 
the Embassy, dropped below 10 
grand. But, at that, it spelled plenty 
of profit. Feature has one more 
week to go after this, making 11 in 
all, and establishing a new high 
mark for so-called grind pictures at 
pop prices, 

Imperial got away to a slow start 
with its new first run Universal 
picture policy with accompanying 
stage show. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Warfield—“Across to Singapore" 
(M-G) (2,672; 35-50-65-90). Dropped 
but led town by comfortable mar- 
gin; show generally pleased; $29,000. 

California—‘Speedy” (Par) (2,200; 
35-65-90). After terrible business 
with “The Crowd” and “Enemy,” 
house came into its own, and initial 
week of Lloyd comedy garnered $23,- 
500, considered exceptional; ought 
to be good for three to four weeks. 

St. Francis—‘“Patent Leather Kid” 
(F. N.) (1,375; 35-65-90). Business 
jumped nicely; first week at $20,000 
highly satisfying; “The Circus” un- 
derlined as next attraction, prob- 
ably in two weeks. 

Granada—“Night of Mystery” (Par) 
(2,785; 35-50-65-90). Lucky to reach 
$18,000, and that means plenty of 
red ink; seems to be a jinx on this 
house; Publix stage units not draw- 
ing. 

Columbia—“Wings” (Par) (1,700: 
$1-$2). Came in with bang and 
away to excellent start; matinees 
building and with heavy night 
crowds had no trouble hitting $15,- 
000; nice profit all around. 

Embassy—‘Jazz Singer” and Vita 
(W. B.) (1,367; 60-65-90). Has 
grossed around $140,000 so far and 
final two weeks should easily cause 
it to pass the 150 grand mark; draw- 
ing repeaters and_ still showing 
handsome profit; ninth week, $8,700. 


Imperial—‘The Chinese Parrot” 
(1,400; 35-50-60). Good screen fare 
but weak stage show; new policy 


still too embryo to make any pre- 
dictions; last week around $5,000. 


liked here and was ss much draw | 
as anything in connection with this 
;one, but stage show real cause for | 
$12,000. Good. 


“Glorious Betsy,” another Ww. B.\ in 1,460-seater, which is excellent, 
“talker” with same combination of |! put $4,000 under first week of “The 
Costello and Nagel; “Lion and/ Circus” at same house few weeks | 
Mouse” following. “Tenderloin” |ago. Held over. 

will have had six weeks of fair (FP) (2,600:30-60). “Finders 


business, 


iKe 


Hip 


) 
pers” (U). 


Legit ter 


Neighborhoods good. 


Laura LaPlante well | rible. 


“CROWD” HITS BALTO. 
HEAVY; $20,500; BIG 
Van and Siena Sent Stan- 


ley to Large Gross—Biz in 
General Up 


Baltimore, April 17. 


(White Draw Pop., 750,000) 
Weather fair 

There is another important shift 
in the orchestra pits at two of the 
local first runs. Felice Iula, long the 
crack conductor at the Rivoli, left 
that theatre last fall to accept a 
bid to the new Stanley. In the 
midst of the numerous shifts in per- 
sonnel at that house since its open- 
ing lula retired, returning to his 
first love, Rivoli. Now the latter 
heuse has gone in for the stage 
band policy and Iula has accepted a 
,more lucrative bid to return to the 
Stanley. 

Last week found business in gen- 
eral up from the pre-Easter slump. 
Weather generally favorable, 
with exception of heavy rain that 
crippled business Wednesday ‘night. 

Stanley turned in a big gross with 
Van and Schenck topping an expen- 
sive vaudeville bill. House appar- 
ently committed to a policy of big 
stage names to offset uncertainty 
of picture quality and to establish 
theatre prestige. Loew-United Art- 
ists houses all turned in good weeks. 
The Century, with “The Crowd,” 
was ‘way over house average, and 
“The Gaucho” at the Valencia was 
well up with house top. “The Last 
Command” up at the Parkway 
turned in a very good week. 

Both combination houses, Hippo- 
drome and Garden, were up from 
the late Lenten slump, both getting 
very good weeks, ‘Dressed to Kill” 
at the New drew critical raves. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew) —“The Crowd” 
(3,200; 25-60). Originally intended 
for Valencia, but abundance of big 
bookings prompted shift to larger 
downstairs house. Outstanding 
week, with finest general comment 
received by any film in house during 
the Kingsmore regime. Great mati- 
nee and night draw, with exception 
of Wednesday night, when heavy 
rain hurt the b. o. to at least $1,200. 
Remarkable press comment on pic- 
ture. Stage show well received. 
Grossed about $20,500. Well over 
house average. 

Stanley (Stanley, Crandall) — 
“Heart of Follies Girl” (3,400; 25- 
60) Van and Schenck chief attrac- 
tion last week. Drew near capacity. 

Valencia (Loew-United Artists)— 
“The Gaucho” (1,500; 25-60). Fair- 
banks started off like house afire, 
regular Fairbanks fans turning out 
early. Slowed up after first half. 
Star slipping as big < saw here, due 
chiefly to infrequent screen appear- 
ances. Great press notices. Got 
$14,000, but fell two grand short of 
theatre's top. 

New (Whitehurst’s—“Dressed to 
Kill” (1,800; 25-60). Drew critical 
rave; acclaimed best of crook melo- 
dramas. Local fans tiring of the 
crook stuff. About $9,000; very 
good, all things considered. 

Hippodrome (Pearce & Scheck)— 
“Lady Raffles” and K-A_ vaud 
(3,200; 25-50) Big family combina- 
tion house came up from pre-FEaster 
slump nicely. Good picture and good 
stage bill pleased. 

Garden (Schanbergers) — “Love 
Me and World Is Mine” and K-A 
vaud (3,200; 25-50). Also recovered 
from pre-holiday let-down. Picture 
liked and result at b. o. much bet- 
than recent weeks, About §16,- 

Parkway (Loew-United Artists)— 
“Last Command” (1,000; 15-35). 
Jannings film with class appeal good 
attraction here. Many fans have 
developed habit of waiting for up- 
town showing. Excellent week with 
about $5,000. 


BILLIE DOVE, $26,400 


“Speedy” $39,200 at Ambassador, 
St. L.; State, $18,100 


St. Louis, April 17. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,000,000) 
Weather: Fair and Cool 

With the passing of Lent and fa- 
vorable weather, business in the pic- 
ture and legit houses has begun to 
get back to normalcy, or better. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 35- 
65)—“Speedy.” Livyd film charac- 
terized as living entirely up to name, 
Ed Lowry back on stage from Holly- 
wood; $39,200. 

Loew's State (3,300; 25-35-65)— 
“Latest from Paris” (M-G-M). 
Called best picture Norma Shearer 
has had for long time. “Bubbles,” 
colorful stage show, taking feature; 
$18,100. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,800; 35-65) 
—‘“‘Heart of Follies Girl.” This Bil- 
lie Dove “leg-girl’ picture; $26,400. 

Grand Central (Skouras) (1,700; 
50-75). “Tenderloin” (W. B.-Vita.). 
Some of folks disappointed in Do- 
lores Costello’s voice, but everybody 


thought acting and Conrad Nagel 
in latest Vita production splendid; 
$18,300. 
Capitol (Skouras, small downtown 
| house)-—-“The Circus.” Took lot of 
shonpers off street who hadn't seen 
picture two weeks ago at Loews. 


| 
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LOWEST GROSS YEARS, $16,000 


Loew’s State and U. A. Each Did $25,000 Last Week 
—“Speedy,” $26,200—“Street Angel,” $19,000 | 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,450,000) 
(Weather, Clear and Fair) 

Trade over Easter Sunday no in- 
dicator the local first runs are out 
of the woods. Many of the houses 
got an awful sock with the grosses 
last week. Metropolitan got the 
worst of all when the total dropped 
$9,000 below the week befere and 
the house was that same amount 
of intake behind Loew's State on 
the week. 

On the screen at the Met was “A 
Night of Mystery,” with Adolphe 
Menjeu. Jack Partington’s Publix 
presentation, “Russian Revels.” on 
the stage. Neither picture nor stage 
show caused any raving, with house 
getting lowest gross it has had in 
several years. 

Then Harold Lloyd's “Speedy” 
got off to its run at the Million 
collar and was over $6,000 behind 
on its opening week of “The Kid 
Brother,” his preceding opus which 
did $33.000 on the first stanza. Cork- 
ing good Fanchon and Marco prolog 
here with nine shows being given 
daily, but the house seems to be 
sort of passe with even Lloyd hav- 
ing found it a tussle to equal his 
p.cvious drawing power. 

“Uncle Tom's Cabin” on the de 
luxe two a day plan is one of the 
biggest flops that Criterion has had 
in number of years at that scale. 
The picture on second week was not 
able for 14 performances to bring 
its grand total to an even $3,500. 
House will carry it along another 
two weeks and then revert to grind 
policy with Movietone. 

With mats again slowing down 
Grauman’s Chinese in 12th week of 
“The Circus” run, just slipped a 
cipher below $20,000, which allows 
prefit of no mean proportions. 

Loew’s State seems to have taken 
the town’s leadership. Fanchon and 
Marco had their “Diving Venus” 
presentation with Beny Rubin as 
the stage salesman and this was 
voted one of best shows seen here 
in history of house. On the screen 
they had “Across to Singapore,” 
rather a good drawing title. 

United Artists fell almost $3,000 
behind on second week of “Ra- 
mona.” However, healthiest gross 
any picture has had in this house 
for second week since opening. 
Stage presentation here most pleas- 
ing, too. 

That unlucky 13th week was not 
up to tradition at the Biltmore as 
“Wings” hovered around $13,000, 
which spelled profit all the way 
around, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Grauman’s Chinese (U. A.)—‘“The 
Circus” (U. A.) (1,958; 50-$1.50). 
12th week. With school and college 
kiddies back at study showing of 
$19,000 immense, 

Carthay Circle (Miller-W. C.)— 
“Four Sons” (Fox) (1,500; 50-$1.50). 
Ninth week. For bow out trade 
rather brisk with $6,500. “The 
Street Angel” (Fox) got off to very 
healthy start on advanced price pre- 
miere and $19,000 on week. 

Biltmore (Erlanger) — “Wings” 
(Par) (1,661; 50-$2.20). 13th week. 
One of best and most consistent box 
oftice de luxe attractions that has 
played the Angel city. $16,000. 

Criterion (W. C.)—“Uncle Tom’s. 
Cabin” (U) (1,600; 50-$1.50). Looks 
as though too much previewing 
locally hurt this one as money lost 
all around on second week, at $4,450. 


Loew’s State (W. C.-Loew)— 
“Across to Singapore’ (M.G.M.) 
(2,200; 25-99). Looks as though 


stage show had bit of shade on 
screen feature in drawing $25,000 
and topping mammoth Met, its out 
and out competitor by $9,000. 
Metropolitan (W.C.-Pub)—“Night 
of Mystery” (Par.) (3,595; 25-75). 
Worst week house has had in many 
a year. Neither screen or stage 
show could impress any as $16,000 


indicates. 

Million Dollar (W. C.-Pub) — 
“Speedy” (Par) (2,200; 25-99). Got 
off to big start, but when steady 
grind of nine frolics a day came 
this Lloyd ended up on first stanza 
doing much less than forecasting, 
With $26,200. 

United Artists (U. A.)—“Romona” 
(U. A.) (2,100; 25-$1.10). Sensa- 
tional business for second week 
here in totaling $25,000. 

Egyptian (W. C.-U, A.)—“Lesion 
of Condemned” (Par) (1,800; 25-75). 
This Bill Wellman production did 
very good in getting $8.500. 

Boulevard (W. C.)—‘That's My 
Daddy” (U) (2,164; 25-50). Seems 
as though flappers that come to this 
house not so keen as trade just 
about normal at $7,200. 1 


“SMART SET,” $18,000 


tal—B’way Also $12,000— 
“Stark Love,” $6,000 


Portland, Ore., April 17. 

John MeCormack gave one con- 
cert at the Auditorium here Mon- 
day night at the comparatively low 
scale of $2.75 top. The Irish tenor 
had a packed house. 

Walker Whiteside’s performances 
of “Sakura” and “The Hindu” 
matched up to the superlative ad- 
vance notice. Whiteside was here 
three nights and matinees April 12- 
14. Business excellent at $2.75 top 
for Heilig, at $7,000. 

Maurice Costello, headlining at the 
Pantages, brought back many a rec- 
olection of early picture days. The 
father of Dolores and Helene Cos- 
tello just did fairly. 

John Hamrick’s Blue Mouse and 
West Coast’s Hollywood theatres 
continu€ to prove success of the 
Vitaphone and Movietone combina- 
tion. Both houses are doing good 
business. 

Tendency: to open new programs 
on some mid-week day becomes in- 
creasingly popular with loca) houses. 
Apart from the regular Saturday 
and Sunday openings, Pantages 
opens Monday, Rivoli Wednesday, 
Portland Thursday and the Broad- 
way Friday. Fans are constantly 
confused as to when “this” week 
ends and “next” week begins. 

Orpheum vaudeville has closed for 
the season at the Heilig. House will 
be occupied by Henry Duffy Play- 
ers, moving from the Music Box this 
month. 

Tebbetts’ Oriental shows success 
in the independent production of 
stage units. The Oriental dance 
ballet and Hutchinson’s Melody 
Maids were on stage last week. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Portland (Publix-W. C.) (3,500; 
35-60). Alex Hyde continues to put 
his stage band over in great style, 
gaining popularity every week. 
Stage show is Publix unit “Mikado 
of Jazz,” with striking set and cos- 
tumes. William Haines in film fea- 
ture, “The Smart Set,” comedy riot. 
Good business for Easter week; 
$18,000. 

Broadway (W. C.) (2,000; 35-60). 
Cliff Edwards (“Ukelele Ike”) head- 
ed the Fanchon & Marco stage 
show, registering big. Picture is 
“Sporting Goods,” with Richard 
Dix; $12,000. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35). 
Gene Stratton Porter’s “Freckles.” 
Produced by Leo Meehan, son-in- 
law of the writer. Picture is re- 
markable as sincere effort to repro- 
duce the exact spirit and atmos- 
phere of the novel. Stage show 
Hutchinson’s Melody Maids, with 
dance numbers by Oriental stage 
ballet. yoo0d program; $12,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 35-50). 
Maurice Costello, retired film star, 
headlined in one-acter, “The Play- 
Off.” Mayme Gehrue also on bill. 
“Love Hungry” on screen. Fell 
down at $9,800, 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,200; 25- 
50). Monte Blue and Betty Bron- 
son co-star in “Brass Knuckles.” 
Vitaphone acts include Cruse Bros., 
Brown and Whittaker, Frank Rich- 
ardson and Gertrude Lawrence; $5,- 
000. 


Rivoli (Parker-W.C.) (1,260; 35- 
50) Emil Jannings’ “Last Com- 
mand” held over for three days. 


Harold Lloyd new comedy, “Speedy,” 
opening Wednesday, scored an- 
other big comedy hit. Stage unit 
Salvatore Santaella and little sym- 
phony orchestra; $5,000. 

Liberty (W. C.) (2,000; 35-50). 
Will King revue in “No Foolin’,” 
with Conway Tearle in “Moulders 
of Men” on screen. Fair program; 
$4,500. 

Columbia (U) (35-50). “Stark 
Love” something of sensation title 
suggests. Sampietro and orchestra 
on stage; $6,000. 

Hollywood (W. C.) (25-35). Vita- 
phone acts and Movietone News 
hold up well in appeal. Film, “Wife 
Savers”; $4,500. 


BERGER GOING BACK HOME 
Los Angeles, April 17. 

Ludwig Berger must return to 
Germany to direct for Ufa, folowing 
completion of work on the Pola 
Negri picture, now in production 
on the Paramount lot, 

berger was brought to Hollywood 


by Fox. 


PORTLAND DOING OKAY; 


! 


} 


“Freckles,” $12,000 at Orien- 


PICTURES 


When LIDO-VENICE seeks 
music, the world is its market-place. 

The United States will be repre- 
sented, and Meyer Davis signally 
honored, when one of his orchestras 
will play during the coming sum- 
mer at HOTEL EXCELSIOR, 
LIDO-VENICE, the ultra gathering 
place of Celebrities of Nations. 


STANLEY’S $35,000 
OUT FRONT IN PHILLY 


Warings Strong—‘“Gaucho” 
Jumps to $14,500—Fox, 
$27,500 


Philadelphia, Apri} 17. 


Waring’s Pennsylvanians, held for 
a second week, gave the Stanley 
$35,000, which led the downtown pic- 
ture houses with plenty of spare. 
Picture was “Latest from Paris.” 
Combination beat the Holy Week 
gross by $3,500. The big gain regis- 
tered by “The Gaucho” was one of 
the highlights of the week. This one 
jumped from about $11,000 to over 
$14,500 at the Stanton. All doubt as 
to its ability to hold for a fourth 
week vanished, and there is a chance 
of a fifth. This in the face of luke- 
warm reviews. 

Long run pictures both turned in 
nice gains, but “Wings” closed its 
long engagement at the Aldine 
nevertheless on Saturday night. 
Gross for the 19th week of this avia- 
tion special was $14,000. The house 
now reverts to a policy of continu- 
ous showings, no reserve seats, and 
a 75c. top with “When a Man Loves” 
(W. B.) as the film. “Four Sons,” 
at the Fox-Lecust, went up to $12,- 
000, and showed enough strength to 
warrant the belief that it may hang 
on to May 1. It is not known as yet 
if the house will get another picture 
or close for the summer. 

The Karlton, with “The Last 
Command,” got off to a good start, 
grossing almost $9,000. Chaney is 
mentioned for this house April 30 in 
“The Big City.” That would give 
the Jannings picture three weeks. 

The Fox could not cope with the 
Stanley’s combination but went up 
to $27,500 with “Love Hungry,” and 
Benny Davis and his revue, and Duci 
de Kerekjarto on the bill. Picture 
was panned, but the presentations 
won praise. Arcadia was moderately 
successful with “Feel My Pulse.” 

“Chicago” clicked satisfactorily at 
the Globe and was held for a second 
week, but business was not enough 
to warrant extended run as figured 
by some, 

Estimates of Last Week 

Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75)—‘“Latest 
from Paris” (M-G). Norma Shearer 
picture average film, but Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians turned the trick; 
$35,000 easily led town. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“The 
Gaucho” (U. A.) (3d week). Fair- 
banks picture jumped strongly to 
$14,500; will round out month’s run 
and may stay longer; “Speedy” (Par) 
coming. 

Fox (3,000; 99)—“Love Hungry” 
(Fox}. Lois Moran picture didn’t 
mean a thing; Benny Davis’ Revue 
and other specialties held up busi- 
ness; $27,500. 

Aldine (1,500; 


$1-$2)—“Winegs” 
(Par) (19th week). Aviation special 
completed fine run with business 
nearly $14,000; “When a Man Loves” 
(W. B.) this week at continuous 
showings, a 75c, top and no reserved 
seats. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65)—“Four 
Sons” (Fox) (6th week). After 
weakening badly Holy Week came 
back to $12,000; okay under circum- 
stances. 

Kariton (1,100; 50-75)—“The Last 
Command” (Par) (1st week). Jan- 
nings film won great notices and 
should get nice trade in three weeks 
here; almost $9,000. 


Arcadia (800; 50)—‘“‘Feel My 
Pulse” (Par). Fairly good week, 


with $4,000 reported. 


D. W.’S 75 TESTS 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
After making 75 tests for the part 
of the panderer in “The Battle of 
the Sexes,” D. W. Griffith has 
selected Ricardo Cortez, at present 


j under contract to Tiffany-Stahl. 


Chaplin, $20,000 at Orph; 
Met. Still Off, $35,850 


Boston, April 17, 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Picking up in pictures after Lent 
was slow, no house running up any 
real business. 

Metropolitan, with “A Night of 
Mystery” and the “Rah, Rah, Rah” 
unit, is still running behind. Some 
time since business has been classed 
As normal or better. Orpheum had 
an edge on the State. with “The Cir- 
cus” for $20,000. State was at $18,- 
600 for “The Crowd” and Florentine 
Singers. 

“Speedy,” showing at the Olympia, 
and Secollay Square with vaudeville, 
and at the Fenway with double feat- 
ure, “Little Micky Grogan,” played 
to good houses. “Port of Missing 
Girls” (Brenda) was aimed at the 
box office at the Modern and Bea- 
con, and aim was fairly good. New 
Boston played “Skyscraper” (Pathe), 
and had a very good week. 

Friday night the Metropolitan and 
New Boston played midnight N. V. 
A. shows, business hitting $16,000 for 
combined houses. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (Publix) (4,000; 50- 
60)—“A Night of Mystery” (Par). 
Business still "way off at this house; 
$35.850. 

State (3,500; 35-50)—‘“Fhe Crowd” 
(M-G). Business below normal, 
$18.600. 

Orpheum (3,500; 35-50)—“The Cir- 
cus” (U-A) vaude. Chaplin"picture 
pulled them for good gross; $20,000. 


3 SEATTLE HOUSES 
SPACED BY JUST $20 


All With Par. Comedies—Seat- 
tle "Way Down, $15,000— 
“Speedy,” $14,990, U.A. 


Seattle, April 17. 
(Drawing Pop., 475,000) 
Weather: Partly fair 

Four Paramount features, all 
comics, won fair approval with one 
exception. Three West Coast houses 
were within $20 of each other. 

Dix’s “Sporting Goods” attracted 
to the Fifth Avenue, where three 
headliners in addition also helped 
make the show one of the town’s 
leaders, namely Minnevitch, Eddie 
Peabody and Ollie Wallace. 

Monte Blue and Betty Bronson, 
with Vita, were at the Blue Mouse 
to a better gate. “Love Hungry” at 
Pantages and house using much 
newspaper space and active after 
biz. Orpheum also advertising more 
than in fertmer years. 

Duffy Players made most of “The 
Adorable Liar” and biz was better. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Seattle CW. C.-Publix-Loew) 
(3,100; 25-60}.—“Partners in Crime” 
— Business very bad; $15,- 

Fifth Avenue (W. C.) (2,700; 25- 
60).—“‘Sporting Goods” (Par.). Just 
a dandy story and liked. Stage 
show consisted largely of Minne- 
vitch’s harp troupe. Gate good but 
off from previous week; $14,980. 

United Artists (W. C.-U. A.) (1,- 
900; 25-60).—“Speedy” (Par.). One 
of the most pleasing deep laughs 
ever at this house; crowds roared 
and told their friends; $14,990. 

Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-50).—- 
“Tell It to Sweeney” (Par.). More 
fun and biz a little better; music a 
feature here; $4,300. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950); 25- 
75).—‘“‘Brass Knuckles” B.) 
Vita-Movietone. Drama got nice 
trade; $6,200. 

Pantages (1,550; 
Hungry” (Fox). 
again, but not big; 

Orpheum (2,700; 25-50).—“The 
Four Flusher” (Pathe). Lower 
scale seems popular with a certain 
class, but not yet with the old time 
steadies who liked reserved seat 
idea; $7,500, bad. 

President (Duffy) 
— ‘Adorable Liar” 
Players). Director 
talented cast did 
play; $4,900, 


25-65).—“‘Love 
Holding fair 
$6,500. 


(1,650; 25-$1) 
(Henry Duffy 

Wilson and 
well with this 


ALBANY’S BOARD’S OFFICERS 
Albany, N. Y. April 17. 

J. H. Morgan of the Educational 
Film Corp., has been elected presi- 
dent of the Albany Film Board of 
Trade. I. J. Schmertz, of the Fox 
company was elected vice president; 
H. O. Worden, Metro, treasurer, and 
Edna A. Pfiester, secretary. 

Directors are Mr. Morgan, chair- 
man; Mr. Schmertz, Mr. Worden, 
Nat Levy, Universal and H. A. Seed, 
Warner Vitagraph. 


CADDO ADDS DARROW 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
John Darrow, who recently 
played one of the juvenile leads in 
“High School Hero” for Fox, has 
been placed under a five-year con- 
tract by Howard Hughes, oil mil- 
lionaire head of Caddo Productions. 
Hughes now has under eontract 
Thomas Meighan, Raymond Grif- 
fith, Louis Wolheim, Ben Lyon and 


!$18,200 FOR ‘BLONDES’ 


WITH HELP OF STAGE 


“Legion” Held Over in Mil. on 
Weak $7,500—“Enemy” 
No Draw at $7,000 


Milwaukee, April 17. 
(Drawing Pop., 650,000) 
Weather: Clear and Cool 

From a standpoint of attractions 
and weather the street could not 
kick last week. One holdover and 
one reissue occupied two houses 
while excellent attractions were of- 
fered at the others. Combination 
houses had ‘fair bills too. 

Out of the placid week only two 
bits of excitement caused any stir. 
One was a fire at the Midwesco 
Strand, and the other was the an- 
nouncement that Orpheum would 
move from its present Majestic to 
the new Riverside by May }. What 
is to become of the old Majestic 
is a question. The house is not 
adapted to pictures and as a combo 
house would have three others to 
fight, and two of them are not 
doing any too well. 

Of the pictures the Wisconsin, 
with its stage show in addition, 
easily led the street with the Al- 
hambra and Garden running neck 
and neck for second place. “The 
Enemy,” at the Merrill, failed to 
make the second week grade and 
while “Legion of the Condemned” 
holds over at the Strand it didn’t 
set the town afire although it did 
the picture booth. 

“Gaucho” ended two weeks at the 
Garden where it was scheduled to 
stick for three. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Alhambra (U)—‘Hunchhack of 
Notre Dame” (U) (1,800; 30-50). 
Reissue got plenty of space and did 
pretty well. 

Garden (Brin)—“Gaucho” (U. A) 
(1,200; 25-50-75). Second week for 
Fairbanks film, fafr; $8,500: with- 
drawn, although due to stay third 
week, 

Majestic (Orph)—“Little Mickey 
Grogan” (FBO) (1,600; 10-25-40). 
Ray-O-Vac twins did a lot of drawe- 
ing here, picture counting for lite 
tle; house around $6,500. 

Merrill (Midwesco)—“The En- 
emy” (M-G) (1,200; 25-50). Not as 
big as hoped for; Gish evidently 
losing pull here; not over $7,000. 

Miller (Midwesco) — “Married 
Alive” (Fox) (1,400; 25-40-50). 
Stage band but house is still in the 
a of bad business; around $6,- 
000. 

Palace (Orph)—‘“Midnight Mad- 
ness” (Pathe) (2,400; 25-50-75). 
Hand all of the business here to 
Ted Lewis; house over $19,000. 

Strand (Midwesco)—“Legion of 
Condemned” (Par) (1,200; 25-50). 
Holds for second week but why? 
Scarcely $7,500 on first. 

Wisconsin (Midwesco)—“Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes” (Par) (2,800; 
25-35-50-60). Stage show went @ 
long way to help bring them in, 
however, picture pleased; about 
$18,200. 


News Reel’s Sequel 


Los Angeles, Apri! 17. 

Fox will make a sequel to “The 
News Parade,” not yet released. The 
same cast will be taken to Europe 
about August 1, including Nick 
Stuart, Sally Phipps and Brandon 
Hurst with stops to be made at all 
the important watering places and 
metropolises. 

David Butler will direct under the 
supervision of William CounscIman, 

M-G-M’s contribution to the new 
cycle of stories dealing with news 
reel cameramen will be called “Tell- 
ing the World.” 

It will star William Haines. Par- 
amount’s news ree) story starring 
sebe Daniels will be ealled “Hot 
News.” 


Howes Opposite Ralston 
Los Angeles, April 17. 

Reed Howes will be opposite 
Esther Ralston in “Sawdust Para- 
dise,”’ formerly called “The Glory 
Girl.” 

James Hall was to have had the 
part but couldn’t make it as he 
has four weeks work to go on the 
Caddo production, “Hell’s Angels.” 


DANE’S BROKEN COLLAR BONE 
Los Angeles, April 17. 

Karl Dane, co-star with George 
K. Arthur in M-G-M comedies, will 
be unable to work for four more 
weeks, 

While in “Brotherly Love,” a 
prison story, Dane fell off a bicycle 
and broke his collar bone. 


MILT GROSS AND M-G 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
M-G-M has acquired the screen 
rights to Milt Gross’ “Nize Baby.” 
Author arrives May 15 to become 
a member of the M-G scenario de- 
partment. Company options 


Lucien Prival, 


on all his published stuff. 
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WHY NICE HOLLYWOOD 


AND AMERICANS FRANCE 


Two yeurs ago Nice scemed des- 


tined for a sure place in the cinema 
sun. Nobody doubted that it would 
become the European Hollywood. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer was pouring 
American dollars and plenty of them 
into Rex Ingram productions. 
French, English and even German 
companies were spending the coin 
of their several realms freely. A 
modest estimate of money spent 
here in picture production between 
that time and the present would 
be 100,000,000 of francs. Of that 
@mount Metro spent 45,000,000 on 
three productions. 

Rex Ingram after idling for a 
year has announced he will start 
April 15 on a 12,000,000 franc pro- 
duction for United Artists. It will 
be titled “Three Passions,” from an 
origiral scenario by Cosmo Hamil- 
ton, with Alice Terry featured. 
American motion picture men who 
have just come from England say 
that Ingram has no tieup' with 
United Artists, but with a promoter 
named Blattner, who in turn has 
an arrangement with United Artists. 

To straighten out certain hitches 
in this Edouard Corniglion-Molinier, 
Ingram’s attorney, is now in London. 
There is a widespread suspicion 
that the deal will fall through as 
did Alice Terry’s announced con- 
tract to play in H. G. Wells's “The 
Peace of the World,” unless Blatt- 
ner’s backers put up their money 
‘within the next week. To show 
how this has been hanging fire, In- 
gram has had to keep postponing 
his preduction date from March 1 
to March 15, and then to April 1, 
and now to April 15, 


$500,000 for 3 Films 


Twelve million francs is a lot of 
money for a production in France. 
HLeonce Perret, one of the best 
French directors, turns out really 
fine pictures for one-quarter of that 
amount. He did Gloria Swanson in 
“Madame Sans Gene,” Nita Naldi in 
“The Nude Woman” and Ricardo 
Cortez in “The Orchid Dancer” for 
less thain $500,000 for all three put 
together. 

A year ago Perret was producing 
in the Ingram studios, but now if 
Ingram produces at all he will be 
producing in the Perret studios, for 
Franco Films now presumably owns 
the Ingram-built stages. ‘“Presum- 
ably” because the Cine Studios 
were in a bankrupt state when 
Ingram took the place over for 
“Mare Nostrum” and they continued 
te function as the Cine Studios dur- 
ing his regime. It is therefore hard 
to’ tell who has title to what. 

When M-G-M became dissatisfied 
with Ingram's production of “The 
Garden of Allah” and told him in 
Substance to return to Hollywood 
or look for another job, he got rid 
of the studios to Franco Films. Un- 
der the new regime no pictures of 
cosmic importance have been pro- 
duced so far. F. Graham Cutts did 
“Confetti” for British National (now 
British International), and Perret 
did “The Orchid Dancer” for his 
own company. 

Last spring with Harry Lachman 
at the helm the studios were gal- 
loping along like a Ford factory. 
Five productions were going on at 
the same time on one occasion. 
Lachman managed this with only 
four stages by having one company 
on exterior scenes while the others 
used the stages. At the same time 
Betty Balfour was at the Gaumont 
studios nearby on a big circus pic- 
ture. Two or three other little 
studios were busy too. 


Land Values High 


That era seemed the peak of 
Riviera cinema prosperity and it 
hasn't been equalled since. Nice has 
every natural advantage and now 
with a French quota law to give 
it an artificial stimulus it ought to 
be going like a California realty 
boom. 

Land is so vahiable on the Riviera 
studios can hardly be made to pay. 
Hotels and villas are much better 
investments, Recently one all- 
American venture in movies failed 
to get iocal support and quit the 
field and another after two months 
of effort is beginning to doubt the 
wisdom of shaking the Frenchman 
out of his apathy. Both were head- 
ed by men of sound ideas and 
proved ability. Their greatest 
trouble, 
eiating 
pictur: 


they said, was in disasso- 
in the French mind motion 
production from horse rac- 


A 


Nice, April 4. | Arthur F. Evans Under 


Arrest in Wife’s Death 


Los Angeles, April 17. 


As8 a result of police investiga- 
tion into the death of Helen St. 
Clair Evans, film actress, believed 
to have comitted suicide a year ago, 
Arthur F. Evans, the dead woman's 
husband, was arrested on three 
serious charges lodged against him. 
Also, Edwin Bower Hesser, pho- 
tographer, and former press agent 
for Kinemacolor in New York 
was arrested in connection with the 
investigation of the girl’s death. 

The warrants charge Evans with 
suspicions of murder, rape and 
violation of the Harrison Act 
(narcotic), and Hesser with im- 
personating an officer, battery, and 
suspicion of violation of the Har- 
rison Act. 

Action against the men was taken 
by police on information furnished 
the city prosecutor by Albert T. 
Daniels, father of the dead woman, 
who has been here for the past sev- 
eral months from New York, in- 
vestigating the asserted suicide of 
his daughter. 

Daniels, upon arriving here, found 
circumstances surrounding the 
woman's death leading him to be- 
lieve she was murdered and did 
not take poison, as police inquiry 
at the time stated. According to po- 
lice records the woman was found 
dead the night of June 6, 1927, at 
her home in Hollywood. The hus- 
band then explained to police she 
had swallowed poison after a quar- 
rel between them. 


Wanted Evidence 


The death was investigated by 
Coroner Nance and a verdict of 
suicide by poisoning was returned, 
following an inquest demanded by 
the parents. Efforts of the latter to 
reopen investigation of the case 
when they arrived here were made 
but police were satisfied the girl 
had died by her own hand and de- 
clined to take action unless more 


substantial evidence was offered 
them. 
The present charges against 


Evans and Hesser are now being 
investigated by the District Attor- 
ney’s office and the matter is ex- 
pected to go before the grand jury. 

Hesser during the World War was 
attached to the Red Cross with the 
A. 


BRINSK! WITH PAR. 


Jannings’ Story Man On Originals— 
May Do “Rasputin” With Emil 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Leo Birinski, who provided Emil 
Jannings with all his story material 
in Germany, and who wrote the 
screen version of “Variety” is now 
on the Paramount scenario staff. 

Birinski is to write originals and 
it is likely that Paramount may also 
make the film version of his play 
“Rasputin” and star Jannings. The 
play will be produced in New York 
next season by the Theatre Guild. 


HUGHES AND F. N. 


Los Angeles, April 1T. 

Howard Hughes, making pictures 
under the banner of Caddo produc- 
tions, is said to be talking with 
First National for release of four 
pictures starring Ben Lyon. 

Hughes recently took over Lyon's 
unexpired contract with F. N. 


Louise Lorraine Opposite 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
Louise Lorraine will play opposite 
Johnny Hines in his next picture, 
“Black Magic,” for First National. 
Miss Lorraine appeared opposite 
Hines in “Chinatown Charlie.” 


Ed Hurley Out of Columbia 
Ed Hurley after about five weeks 
as eastern publicity director for 
Columbia Pictures has left that 
organization, 


ing. It is still alla gamble to them. 

The feeling that most Americans 
leave with is that you cannot create 
a Hollywood on the Riviera because 
French will not eat, sleep and drink 
motion pictures here as they will! 
in the U. S. More than that, the 
right kind of types are hard to get 
and the difficulty the technical men 
meet in finding replacement equip- 
ment is, they say, beyond belief. 


Soapy Endorsements 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

The J. Walter Thompson 
advertising agency has had a 
man on the coast for the past 
nine weeks securing names 
and releases from motion pic- 
ture people to use in connec- 
tion with exploiting Lux soap. 
He has been somewhat suc- 
cessful in getting stars to re- 
spond, but occasionally runs 
into a snag where a star re- 
fuses to lend her name or pic- 
ture to such advertising. One 
feminine star refused, giving 
her reason that she did not 
want her fans to think she 
used soap, since she already 
had made a public statement 
for advertising a brand of 
cold cream, saying in this 
that it was not necessary to 
use soap when using that 
cream. 


MISS BEELAMY’S SECRET 
WEDDING BLEW UP 


Lived Four Days With Stock 


Broker Then Aired Him— 
Hubby After Divorce 


Los Angeles, Apri] 17. 


been a secret bride for four months 
with a tipoff coming when her hus- 
band, Logan F. Metcalf, stock 
broker, filed suit. for divorce in the 
Superior Court. 

The couple were married Jan. 24 
last at Tia Juana and separated 
four days later. The case was to 
have come to trial last week but 
was postponed when Metcalf’s at- 
torney said the complainant was 
unable to appear on account of ill- 
ness. The attorney said that Met- 
calf was all broken up over the sep- 
aration from his wife early in Feb- 
ruary and that he has been too ill 
to appear in court. 

Miss Bellamy, it is understood, 
will not contest the suit as there is 
no community property involved in 
the action. 

The complaint which Metcalf 
filed alleges that he was a loving 
and affectionate husband and al- 
ways treated his bride with kind- 
ness and consideration. Despite 
this, it 
regarded her marriage vows, duties 
and obligations, being guilty of ex- 
treme cruelty toward him. He 
states further that the screen star 
is high strung, of a very nervous 
temperament, prone to command and 
having her own way and extremely 
obdurate and inflexible in character. 
Though they were only married less 
than 100 hours, Metcalf said that in 
the presence of strangers his wife 
showed a decided dislike toward 
him and that she abused him, also 
repulsing any affectionate advances 
he made toward her. 

Didn’t Love Her 

The complaint quotes an instance 
when Metcalf went to the studio to 
see his wife. When he met her on 
one of the stages she said: “You 
don't love me, so get out and stay 
away from me.” On another oc- 
casion, the complainant narrates, 
she informed Metcalf he did not 
mean anything to her and refused 
to tell him anything regarding her 
personal affairs, whereabouts and 
actions. 

Ali of this summed up, Metcalf 
complains, is a cruel course of con- 
duct toward him; that it belittled 
and humiliated him. 

Just two days after Mrs. Metcalf 


Madge Bellamy, picture star, has : 


is alleged, she totally dis- | 


New York Chatter 


One of the local city desks has 
made a formal squawk on the res- 
taurant plugging coming out of 
Holly wood. 

Eleanor Boardman has been giv- 
ing her press agents fits, saying 
whatever she thinks about. stars, 
directors and playful camels. 

A picture comedian, dated with a 
team of friendly interviewers, last 
week appeared one hour late and in 
the Doc Town condition. He went 
right to sleep as they were asking 
him to what he attributed his suc- 
cess, 

A prominent press agent spends 
his life getting assignments from 
friendly city desks in order to go 


down the bay and chaperon the 
chatter of his homing children, 
Marceline Day, who cries’ so 


pretty in the pictures, is a giggler. 

The editor of a new magazine 
which clicked just received a gor- 
geous offer from W. R. Hearst. 

Bob Coleman (“Mirror”) is back 
at his drama reviewing after spend- 
jing a week with those three boys, 
appendicitis, rheumatism and game 
leg. 

Every black Pom which appeared 
on Broadway last week was haled 
as “Tacko,” Mrs. John’ Schultz 
(Lynn Cantor) warbling at the 
Palace. 

Fred Kley turned Easter bunny 
and passed out powder gadgets to 
the local picture reviewers. 

Mrs. Craven’s Reason 


Aileen St. Johns-Brenon . (Mrs. 
Thomas Craven) is not seeing pic- 
ture people for Pictureplay this 
week, not even Uncle Herbert. She 
is slated to interview the stork. 

A flapper picture reviewer down- 
town shot $5 on a pair of sea-going 
bloomers last week and went down 
the bay to meet Walter Byron, 
missing two editions and going 
overboard when she saw he was a 
blond. 

Martha Wilchinsky, who exploits 
that theatre which grosses $110,000, 
wears chinchilla on her office coat. 

Liver is the girls’ meat’ these 

days, reports having spread that it 
{s concentrated thyroid, non-fat- 
tening and an aphrodisiac. 
; Lynn Farnol invited the picture 
‘crowd to a Goldwyn publicity tea 
last week and then forgot about it, 
having to square with a series of 
luncheons. 

Louella O. Parsons, Hollywood 
seribe, is slated to cover the Hous- 
ton convention picture show for 
Universal Service. 

Evelyn Brent is the current pet 
of the newspaper boys and girls, 
drawing raves all over the lot. 

Anne Nichols was a good sport 
with her new press agent, Bernard 
Sobel, offering to release him from 
a signed contract should he get 
jammed. The Ziegfeld job which 
3arney has left has all the boys’ 
mouths watering and the razors un- 
sheathed. 


Spring Fun 

Some of the heartiest spring fun 
the town has had was furnished by 
a couple of picture star visitors. 
The couple, working for different 
companies, gave their competitive 
space-arrangers fits trying to keep 
them separated. Somebody must 
have tipped them that it would be 
smart to appear in love, so they put 
on a petting and cooing gag for 
every interviewer. Neither one 
would be seen without the other. 
The husband did all the talking 
and, as most of the interviewers 
were skirts, they made it great 
space for him and a line for the 
little worman. 

The situation 
wife’s press agent 


rot so tough the 
had to exercise 


walked out on the broker, the latter 
states, he sent her a communica- 
tion, pleading for a reconciliation, 
but as far as sHe was concerned, it 
was just a scrap of paper that went 
into the waste basket. 

In conclusion, the complaint 
states that Mrs. Metcalf has refused 
to live with her husband as his 


not live with him under any cir- 
eumstances or conditions, - 


SHEEHAN DUE MAY 1 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
W. R. Sheehan is due in New 
York around May 1, 
the Fox sales conventions, 


Looking Over “Burlesque” 

; Los Angeles, April 17. 
Penjamin Glazer, 

scenarist, is in New York this weck 


to witness performances of “Dur- 
lesque.” George Watters, author of 
ithe play, has already written the 
screen story of the play and wil 


;aid Glazer in the cinerna treatment 
Production begins early in J 


wife and has openly stated she will | 


He will attena | 


Paramount 


He had a 
her and te 


a little wily strategy. 
great stunt booked for 
outsmart the husband. The stunt 
fortunately involved photographs 
and no talking. So he coralled the 
fattest friend he could find and 
tipped him to squeeze in front of 
the Adonis every time the camera 


clicked. The friend had such fun 
with the assignment he wouldn't 
;take puy. And he did the job so 
,;well the girl star got her first 


\preaks in a spot which netted col- 
umns. 
Dodging Interviews 

A general tendency has developed 
jamong the secure picture stars to 
pass up the daily interviews. Among 
the flock which has hit town re- 
centiv, 80 per cent. got by without 


rambled for fan 


buying 
reporter. 
j Menjou 


| took 


eggs any 
slipped out so neatly it 
porters’ breath. 


and Colman both neat 


the re 


Movietone 


engagement, an hour's time, a 
luncheon check for a possible para- 
graph in one paper, was figured no 
percentage, 

The press agents generally have 
instructions to plug the younger 
contract players anyway. 

B’way'’s Smartest Dresser 

All the women in town are 
squawking about the prevalence of 
long back, short-front skirts on 
evening dresses. The things, from 
the elevation of a stage, are gawky 
and ungraceful, looking more like an 
accidental sag than deliberate 
design. 

Ina Claire is admired by the 
women Broadway’s’ smartest 
dresser. But even she has gotten 
criticism and disappointment frem 
the out-front matinee copyists be- 
cause she is affecting the new un- 
graceful fad, 


25c. Mascara 

Those not-so-dumb attendants in 
the night club ladies’ rooms are 
locking up the mascara and bring- 
ing it out under the old quarter 
pressure. If the girls ask for it and 
come through with the quarter, 
they're inclined to be more self- 
consclous and ladylike, wetting the 
brushes properly at the spigots. 

The new system cuts down the 
smear and overhead on brushes. 

Real Dough 

The Paris dressmakers are charg- 
ing the girls real dough for clothes 
these days. The sewing room 
geniuses have learned to discount 
the “prosram credit” stuff and they 
no longer are expecting publicity or 
advertising. That racket had been 
worked until it's dead. 

The girls are paying cash, and 
plenty, in the Paris studios. The 
New York dress people can afford 
to be much more generous, using the 
girls in commercial photographs 
after outfitting them in the regular 
“courtesy” grand manner. 


The Works 

The ship news reporters turned 
thumbs down on a pruminent movie 
star recently. They didn’t object to 
the off-vintage champagne. The 
squawk came when the hero, like 
Harry Lauder, hauled out photo- 
graphs and insisted on autograph- 
ing them for the camera and copy- 
paper laddies. What ship news re- 
porters would do with autographed 
photographs is not the question. 
The boys suggested all sorts of pic- 
turesque uses for them, including 
Jack Conway's. But they resented 
the mug implication. The boys 
looked each other in the eye, gave 
the signal, and posed the actor for 
30 minutes before plateless cameras. 
Not a line on him reached the city 
desks. 


“Abie” Lunch Draws 240 


Monday a luncheon was given in 
honor of Charles Rogers and Nancy 
Carroll, the leads in the picture 
version of “Abie’s Irish Rose,” which 
opens at the 44th Street Thursday, 
in the Italian Garden of the Am- 
bassador. Anne Nichols, author of 
the noted “Abie,” and William De 
Lignemare, her general manager, 
were the hosts, the guests, number- 
ing 240, being of the press, 

Miss Nichols sat at the end of the 
board with Adolph Zukor and Jesse 


Lasky on cither side. Mr. Lasky, 
is a brief speech, credited Miss 
Nichols with aiding greatly in the 
making of “Abie,” which he rated 


one of the best of Paramount pro- 
ductions. The authoress responded 
{neatiy, referring lightly to Hey- 
wood Broun, former critic, who 
never could understand the reason 
for “Abie’s’ record success as a 
play. 


ROLAND 2-REELER IN 3 DAYS 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Ruth Roland celebrated her re- 
turn to the screen by muking her 


first two-reel picture in three days. 
Bon ard was scheduled opposite 


Miss Roland in her new series of 
‘shorts, but could not get a release 
i from lox. His part was taken by 
Harry Wood and production on the 
second subject will start next week 
at the Tec-Art studios. 


Kaw Movietoning in 'Frisco 
Les Apri! 17. 
EF. I. Kaw, in charge of Fox's 
newsreel, will go to San 
lErar o with cameras and sound 


Angeles, 


make a of 
there. He returns to Hol- 
hree weeks. 
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General Installation of 


Souzd Devices Long Way Of, 
Is Film Men’s Current Belief 


Los Angeles, April 17. 


With Vitaphone and Movietone 
devices now being installed and 
used extensively in theatres and 
the F. B. O.-General Electric-R. C. 
A. device being readied for the 
market within six months, those in 


_the picture industry who have been 


watching the development of these 
devices advance the thought that 
considerable more will be necessary 
in perfecting sound synchroniza- 
tion for motion pictures before in- 
stallation will take place on a large 
ecale. 

It is stated that development of 
sound devices for pictures to date 
has been in the hands of technical 
men and engineers in the labora- 
tories, and that from now on the 
practical production technicians in 
film laboratories and studios 
must step forward to develop the 
practicability of the various devices 
that are being installed and readied 
for use. 

Vitaphone, on the market for 
about two years, is the only talkie 
using a recording device to syn- 
chronize sound with film. In projec- 
tion of a picture with sound effects, 
the record turntable is controlled 
through an arm attached to the 
projector motor drive shaft. In this 
same manner the record of sound 
for the picture is made at a speed 
corresponding with the camera 
speed while the film is actually be- 
ing taken. 

Movietone and the F. B. O.-G. E.- 
R. C. A. devices project the sound 
directly onto the negative upon 
which the picture is being taken. 
This is accomplished through the 
use of a photo-electric cell which is 
a highly sensitive insturment that 
converts sound into light rays on the 
film at the time the sound is rec- 
orded. When the picture is project- 
ed the light rays on the side of 
the film are taken off by means of 
another pho-electric cell attached 
to the projector, and converted back 
into sound. The sound is thus am- 
plified and passed on to the loud 
speakers on thé stage. 


Mat On Sound Track 


In putting the light rays on the 
film, the :ndividual frames are re- 
duced on the right hand side about 
12 percent (inside the sprocket 
holes) with the narrow strip re- 
maining called the sound track. 
With the picture projected’ the 
sound track space is matted out on 
the screen so it does not show. On 
the projection machines in thea- 
tres, Movietone sound pickup is un- 
der the projector head, with the film 
passing through this before going 
into the lower magazine. In pickup 
of the sound synchronized with tn 
action of the picture, the sound 
Waves are placed in the track on 
the positive print about five feet 
ahead of the action transpiring on 
the film. 

The F. B. 0O.-G. E.-R. C. A. ap- 
paratus is similar to that of Movie- 
tone, but differs in the respect that 
it is attached above the projector 
head instead of below. The sound 
here instead of being taken off 
ahead is taken off about 10 feet 
back of the action being projected 
on the screen. 

“Sawtooth” Waves 


Although both Movietone and the 
FBO outfits are practically the 


same, the Movietone sound waves 
on the film are lateral lines of 
varied shading, while the FBO-GE- 
RCA sound waves are what are 


known as sawtooth, with one side 
of the track black and the other 
transparent, with an irregular wavy 
line brought about by the sound vi- 
brations separating the two. 

All three of the methods of sound 
reproduction practically the 
same when it comes to necessary 
theatre equipment, aside from the 
projector attachments. 

A panel board composed of in- 
struments takes the sound from the 
record, or photo-electric cell, on 
these devices and transmits it to 
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the loud speakers on the stage, with 
amplification of the sound obtained 
through the energy of a number of 
specially constructed batteries that 
are part of the equipment. The 
number ‘and size of loud speakers 
used and the amplification of the 
sound entirely depends upon the 
size of the theatre and the volume 
desired. 

It is said the big film organiza- 
tions not tied up with any of the 
sound devices row being marketed 
are prone to postpone a decision 
until further experimentation shows 
which is most practical. In that case 
it is probable that the majority of 
producers will get together for 
the adoption of a standard method 
of synchronizing and _ projection, 
whether it ke by record or pho- 
to-electric cell. 

Although Warner Brothers first 
introduced sound films with Vita- 
phone by means of records (canned 
—similar to those used on phono- 
graphs) synchronized with the ac- 
tion of the picture; opinion of pic- 
ture engineers is favorable toward 
sound waves being transmitted to 
film as light rays. The latter method 


ward progress on a commercial scale 
for pictures. The motion picture 
engineers claim that the sound on 
film gives automatically perfect 
synchronization, while the Vita- 
phone, or record method of opera- 
tion depends upon the starting of 
the film and record at the properly 
designated points by the theatre 
operator, and the human element is 
always present for mistakes in tim- 
ing, which would throw off the ac- 
tion in relation to the sound and 
destroy the illusion. They contend 
the Vitaphone method does not pro- 
vide for elimination of portions of 
the sound from the record in case a 
part of the film were removed for 
sprocket-hole tears or other dam- 
age. Possible damage of the sound 
records by breaking or scratching is 
also pointed out. 


Numerous Problems 


Movietone and FBO-GE-RCA de- 
vices that record the sound on the 
same film with the picture have to 
overcome numerous preblems before 
they can be adopted generally. By 
having the sound track on the side 
of the picture, it is contended the 
latter’s width is reduced approxi- 
mately 12 per cent. By combining 
the two on the same film, theatres 
that do not wish to avail themselves 
of the sound portion would have to 
mask their screens down to ac- 
commodate the smaller picture that 
would be projected. 

This change of theatre screen size 
would have to be made each time 
a house played a film subject having 
the sound accompaniment. The 
sound cannot be recorded on the 
same négative as the picture satis- 
factorially unless taken at the same 
time, as this method has many 
commercial disadvantages, it is 
claimed. That makes what is called 
“double printing”’—printing of the 
positive picture first and then run- 
ning the print through a second 
time to print the sound track. 

Another method of obtaining posi- 
tives is by “projection printing,” 
which requires expensive printing 
machines. This procedure is slow in 
process. Both methods are claimed 
to be too expensive to be commer- 
cial at present, and another method 
of printing, it is believed, will have 
to be devised, so that the prints of 
combination sound and picture cost 
the same as at present with regular 
films. 

Light Ray in “Wings” 


Paramount used the light ray 
method of reproduction for the 
sound effects and music score of 
“Wings.” The sound effects were 
developed by Roy Pomeroy at the 
local studio and put out with the 
assistance of the General Electric 
Company engineering staff. In this 
instance, GE equipment is. being 
used by the various road companies 
of “Wings,” but the sound film for 
this picture is separate from the 
picture itself, requiring no reduction 
of the picture size on the screen. 
Both sound and action, however, are 
synchronized through connections to 
the drive shaft of the projector. 

Roy Pomeroy’s “sound track” can 


is looked ‘upon ag the solution to- |, 


MARTHA VAUGHN 
This week, Minnesota Theatre, 
Minneapolis. 
“Martha Vaughn, 
two vocal numbers that carried 
of€ all singing honors.’—Chicago 
“Journal.” 


featured with 


CATALINA’S PERMIT COLD 


Corporation With $1,500,000 Capital 
Stock, Dissolving 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Catalina Sea Pictures Corporation, 
headed by Tom White, has decided 
to dissolve, following action of the 
Corporation Commission in revoking 
its permit. 
Milton M. Golden, attorney for 
the company, announced that all of 
the outstanding stock of the cor- 
poration, incorporated last year for 
$1,500,000, has been turned in, with 
the stockholders surrendering their 
stock and all claims satisfied. 

Golden was instructed of a check- 
up on the legality of the company’s 
standing following a meeting of 
stockholders, board of directors and 
officers. It was claimed then that 
the permits for picture production 
on Catalina Island were held by an 
individual] of the company. This 
was later verified and the permit 
revoked. 


Langdon’s New Lead 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Harry Langdon has_ switched 
leading women for “Volunteer,” his 
final picture for First National. 

Aima Bennett was on salary for 
five weeks, but never appeared be- 
fcre the camera. 

Langdon decided that Doris Daw- 
son, First National stock player, 
who had a bit originally, was the 
girl he wanted for his lead. 

Accordingly the story is being re- 
written for her. 


F. P. Shaw Disappears 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Frank P. Shaw, actor, mysteri- 
ously disappeared from his home in 
Beverly Hills, leaving a note to his 
wife. 

Police are making a nation-wide 
search. His note indicated he was 
going to St. Louis. No trace of him 
could be found there, however. 

Shaw’s age is given as around 55. 


his sound waves. The claim is made 
this will bring out the tonal quali- 
ties much better and allow for im- 
provements in the future as the 
sound method is developed. Para- 
mount figures Pomeroy can give 
them the satisfactory method which 
that company expects to finally 
adopt. However, sound effects for 
“Wings” at the Criterion, N. Y., are 
on records worked back stage. 

Ralph Hammeras and Loren Tay- 
lor, First National studio research 
department, have been experiment- 
ing with sound synchronization for 
that company and claim satisfac- 
tory results. They are endeavoring 
to perfect a device that can be used 
for any of the sound projectors now 
on the market. There are a num- 
ber of others trying to perfect a 
commercially perfect system of 
sound for film, with nearly all of 
the experimenters using their own 
time and money. 

At the present time there are 
about 4090 theatres that have in- 
stalled sound projectors for Movie- 
tone or Vitaphone. Ninety per cent 
of this equipment, manufactured 
and instelled by Western Electric 
Company, can accommodate either 
of the two systems now on the mar- 
ket. There are only minor differ- 
ences and adjustments in equipment 
to have the installation function 
properly for either device. 


A Nose for News 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Louella Parsons, who writes 
for the Hearst papers and 
Universal Service on the go- 
ings-on in the motion picture 
colony, fell for a gag which if 
put into print would make a 
column banner line. 

One of her assistants re- 
cently was on a set at First 
National where Dorothy Mac- 
kaill was working in a picture. 
This girl assistant inquired of 
Miss Mackaill what her next 
picture would be. The reply 
was “Dun't esk,” with Miss 
Mackaill walking away. The 
young assistant immediately 
told Miss Parsons what the 
next picture would be and the 
latter came to the conclusion 
that it would be one on Jewish 
life. She printed three sticks 
telling all about the produc- 
tion. 

After the Parsons story ap- 
peared the studio press agent 
inquired of Miss Mackaill 
about the picture she was go- 
ing to work in. Miss Mackaill 
replied it was all a gag as she 
did not know and was in a 
hurry so simply dismissed the 
young girl interviewer with 
the curt answer: “Dun’t esk.” 


June Mathis’ Husband 


Given Her Entire Estate 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
The $100,000 estate left by the 
late June Mathis, scenario writer, 
goes to her husband, Silvano Bal- 
boni. This decision was made by 
Superior Court Judge Charles S. 
Crail after a hotly contested battle 
over Miss Mathis’ will. 
Mrs. Millie Hawkes, grandmother 
of the late writer, who was given 
a half-interest in the estate under 
a void will, will be cared for by 
Balboni. This was stated by the 
latter’s attorneys. 
Miss Mathis died about a year 
ago in a New York theatre. 


After Lab. Plant 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Consolidated Film Laboratories 
have closed their Seward St. plant 
and, in future, will do all laboratory 
work in the Rothacker-Aller plant 
on Melrose avenue, acquired about 
a year ago. More up-to-date facili- 
ties are available in the latter plant. 
Jt is understood that either the 
Federal Booking Offices or the Radio 
Corporation of America is negoti- 
ating for the lease of the Seward 
St. plant for experimenting on their 
new talking picture projects. 

Consolidated Film Industries, ac- 
cording to report, is acquiring a ma- 
jority share of the film titling busi- 
ness. It has purchased interests in 
the Louis Meyer Title Company and 
the Jacob Meyer Company, two 
companies doing the majority of the 
work on the coast. 

It is understood Consolidated is 
also negotiating for the purchase of 
two other title concerns. 


Par Starting Three 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Three new stories about to start 
at Paramount studios are “The Man 
Who Never Missed,” featuring Emil 
Jannings, adapted from the maga- 
zine story, titled “The Feeder,” by 
Mildred Crams, with Lothar Mendez 
directing; “The Perfumed Trap,” 
original by Richard Washburn 
Child, as next co-starring feature 
for Clive Brook and Mary Brian; 
story was adapted by A. S. LeVino 
and eontinuity by Howard Esta- 
brook, with Victor Schertzinger di- 
recting, and “Sawdust Paradise,” 
original by George Manker Watters 
for Esther Ralston, with Luther 
Reed directing. Watters and Louise 
Long are preparing the script. 


Joe Plunkett in New Office 


Joe Plunkett left his offices at the 
Strand theatre Monday to assume 
charge of the Stanley Company’s 
new production department in New 
York. His future headquarters will 
be in the Stanley suite in the Bond 
building. 

First Stanley unit, produced by 
Plunkett, comes into the Strand 
April 28, followed by another unit 
staged by Harry Crul. 


Russian Dramatist on Coast 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
Leo Birinski, Ressian dramatist 
and former screen writer for "Ke 
arrived in Hollywood to take up 
a long term contract with Par- 
amount. He will be assigned to 


writing original screen material. 


utilize the entire breadth of a film. No intimation has been given as 
thereby giving him 10 times the | to how the FBO-GE-RCA equip- 
space to work in the variations of | ment will pe marketed. 


A special conference called in 
Moscow by the Communist Party to 
discuss the problems of the Soviet 
movies has closed recently after a 
week of hot debates. Some out- 
standing Soviet chiefs, including 
Krupskaya, Lenin’s widow, took 
part in the movie confab. The re- 
port of Shwedchikoff, the head of 
Sovkino (State movie trust), on the 
primitive status of the Soviet movie 
industry, was the high spot of the 
conference. 

The Soviet chiefs insisted that 
the Soviet movies must be purged 
of the “bourgeois” ideas and dedi- 
cated to propaganda purposes, but 
the criticism somewhat subsided 
after the chiefs learned from the 
movie experts of the keen competi- 
tion offered by the foreign-made 
movies, apparently liked by the 
Russian populace, as well as of the 
foreign markets which will not 
stand for the Soviet-propaganda 
films. 

The Russian movie fan literature 
came in for a thorough razzing at 
the conference. The Soviet chiefs 
demanded that the publishing 
houses, also state-controlled, stop 
their “idle chatter of the no idealog- 
ical contents” and begin publishing 
movie literature of a more “class- 
conscious spirit.” 


Stewing Reindeers 

Making reindeers drink vodka 
was the favorite pastime of one of 
the Soviet Russian movie direc- 
tors, it was revealed at the recent 
trial of this director accused by the 
Soviet government of embezzling 
the State movie funds. The direc- 
tor was entrusted with the filming 
of a picture which called for loca- 
tion work in the Arctic lands of 
Russia. To make the frozen wastes 
seem brighter the director took a 
number of cases with genuine 
vodka along. He and his yes men 
(“da-luidi” is the Russian word for 
them), as well as the actors and 
the natives, had a glorious time, and 
began to treat the reindeers belong- 
ing to the expedition to the favorite 
Russian fluid. 

In court they confessed to all of 
their frolics. 
“We Bohemians first do somee 
thing, and then think it ever,” of- 
fered the director as his only de- 
fense, 
He and his friends have plenty of 
time to think it over in the prison 
where they are now confined. 


V. Kachaloff, called the greatest 
stage actor in Russia, was cast re- 
cently for his first movie role with 
the Sovkino. 


Died 

In Koslov, stage and screen actor, 
M. |. Martinoff. He started his 
career in 1898; joined the Imperial 
Stage in 1902; had his first movie 
parts shortly before the war. 
In Saratov, stage actor V. L. 
Veresanoff, 54, committed suicide, 
Dropped his lawyer’s practice to be 
an actor in 1900. 


One Story for 2 Buyers 


Harriett Virginia, Hollywood pro- 
ducer of the film serial, “Ace of the 


Clouds,” with Frank Clark, Earl 
Metcalfe and Shirley Palmer fea- 
tured, so’d or agreed to sell her 


serial to two sources and is bee 
tween two legal fires as a result. 
Nat Nathanson has filed attache 
ment for $22,500 against Miss Vire- 
ginia. Pathe is suing her in the 
Federal Court on the same cause 
to enjoin the transference of $17,500 
in notes which they issued to her in 
addition to $10,000 cash already 
paid, 

Nathanson’s agreement was to 
pay $1,375 for each of the 10 twoe- 
reel episodes, or $13,750 for the en- 
tire serial for a period of seven 
years. Pathe bought it outright for 
$27,500. 

Nathanson now asks for $50,000 
damages, through Hays, Podell & 
Shulman, but is merely attaching 
for $22,000. 


Earl Wingart on Lot 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Earl Wingart, who left the pub- 
licity post at F B O studios to be- 
come p. a. for the Howard Greer 
modiste shop, is again a picture 
publicity purveyor. He is on the 
Fox payroll and leaves next week to 
join the New York office staff. 
Frank Vreeland, of the New York 
Fox office, now here looking over 
production conditions, will return 
with Wingart. 


Winnie Sheehan’s ‘‘Find” 
Los Angeles, April 17.-- 

Winfield R. Sheehan, of Fox, fig- 
ures that he has the find of the 
season in Marjorie Beebe, as @ 
screen comedienne. She will make 
her feature length debut in “The 
Farmer's Daughter,” directed by Al 


Ray. After that she will be starred 
in a series of six pictures on the 
1928-29 program. 
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Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


EARNINGS $2,000,000 


FOR QUARTER; STOCK HELD DOWN 


In the midst of yesterday's gen- 
eral reaction, with Motors down be- 
low 190 for the first time and Steel 
at 146, Adolph Zukor told the Par- 
amount stockholders at their annual 
meeting that the company’s income 
for the first quarter of 1928 would 
be $2,000,000 in excess of the figure 
for the same period of 1927. 

Ordinarily that would have set 
the stage for a run-up, but so dis- 
couraging was the general market 
at the moment that it had no effect. 
Paramount once more touched its 
old peak and then backed away. 
One transaction at 122% established 
another fractional high and then 
prices eased to 122 flat, going 
through the session without much 
change. 

Elsewhere in the amusement 
group Monday's prices were repéated 
with Loew at its extreme bottom 
for the movement at 68 flat, Fox 
back to 80 and Warner Bros. at 30%. 

Cliques Everywhere 

This group as never before seems 
to be under the dictatorsh'p of 
eliques. On its old form Paramount 
should have shot up to somewhere 
near its 1926 top of 127 but all 
the canons of speculative trading. 
In the view of ticker readers the 
answer is that the operating pool 
doesn’t want an outside interest in 
the issue at this level, having in 
mind considerably higher prices 
where an outside play will be 
coaxed in for purposes of liquida- 
tion of pool lines. 


For this campaign yesterday’s 
coming out of good news was 


shrewdly timed. With the situation 
in the money market teing what it 
was at the moment and with prices 
of the spectacular leaders like Mo- 
tors and Steel falling sharply no kind 
of good news could have promoted 
a play on the long side, especially 
since the ticker itself showed no 
price movement immediately. Later 
when the clique is ready to shove 
quotations up, the high rate of earn- 
ings that came out yesterday prob- 
ably will be invoked as an explana- 
tion. With profits high, Paramount 
is conspicuously out of line with 
industrial- prices all along the line. 
Look for Fox Move 

got into motion last week, 
going up above 83 in a long ex- 
pected improvement. The stock has 
been churned around lately below 
80 in an effort to tire out trailers 
and now arguments are being cir- 
culated in its behalf. One points 
out that control of the big West 
Coast chain and other new proper- 
ties works two ways, Theatre con- 
trol gives Fox outlet for its produc- 
tions and command of large blocks 
of playing dates puts the produc- 
ing company in a fine position to 
deal with other producer-distribu- 
tor-exhibitor concerns. Fox for ex- 


Fox 


ample can use its theatre chains 
as a club against the other pro- 
ducer-exhibitors, 

If Fox is in the market to. rent 


Summary for week ending 


Paramount pictures, for Fox thea- 
tres, it is reasonable to suppose 
that he is also in the market to rent 
Fox pictures to Paramount chains. 
It doesn’t take any delicate eco- 
nomics to translate this situation 
into Fox profits. 
Loew and Durant 

Whatever the dividend prospects 
for Loew are, the market pays more 
attention to the probable influence 
of Durant as a bull operator. Dur- 
ant, who is a Loew director besides 
one of the three big plungers in 
this spectacular market is credited 
with making prices for Loew. He 
sails for Europe in a few days, and 
whether or not that has anything 
to do with the present reaction no- 
body knows. Nothing new has 
come out on the probable dividend 
vote of the board which has been 
hanging for three weeks, apparently 
with a division among the direc- 
tors as to what form the 1928 extra 
will take, whether in cash or stock. 

Warner Bros. was very active but 
without much radical change in 
price: or position. High at 33 it 
had eased to 30 .esterday. At the 
same time the bonds on the Curb 
got into new high ground at 114, 
best level since 1927. Picture trade 
players still scoff at Warner as a 
market proposition, although Wall 
Street holds it in bullish esteem in 
many quarters because of its ticker 
performance. 

Keith-Albee Blah 

Keith-Albee-Orpheum staged a 
feeble rally, getting up to 20 and 
then dying out to 19 with transac- 
tions trivial. K-A-O seems to be in 
the same position as Pathe. It's 
easy to run the price up on mod- 
erate buying but when the bull 
player tries to unload at the top he 
is swamped with offerings. One 
speculator relates that he got Pathe 
up past 15 recently on purchase of 
less than 3,000 shares. But when 
he tried to liquidate 10,000 shares 
came out as he retraced his steps 
from 15 to 13. That’s what prob- 
ably happened to Keith-Albee. 
Prices were moved up easily, but 
fell back twice as readily. Pathe. 
by the way, did not come out yeSs 
terday up to 2 o'clock, standing at 
Monday's close of 13. 

Yesterday's meeting of Para- 
mount was reported as a perfunc- 
tory session at which technical 
changes were made in the by-laws 
due to the redemption of the old 
preferred and stockholders 
heard the annual report of Presi- 
dent Zukor who described the re- 
financing of the last year and went 
over ground already familiar to 
followers of the financial pages. 

First National stockholders met 
Monday re-electing directors and 
the old set of officers with Clifford 
B. Hawley president and R. A. Row- 
land, vice-president and general 
manager. Directors authorized re- 
tirement of $75,000 of first preferred 
on July 1, ‘ 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


——1928—— Net 
High low. Sales. Issue and rate. High Low Last Chg. 
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Fox Telephotography 


Fox newsreel intends to ho 
the first to use telephotog- 
raphy. On the next big story 
that breaks Fox will shoot 40 
feet of film to the eight large 
cities which the A. T. and T. 
covers. 

Officially it is learned that 
tie-up will just be for the sake 
of its novelty, both Fox and 
the telephone company itself 
agreeing that it will be at 
least a year before facilities to 
accommodate regular trans- 
mission of newsreel are per- 
fected. 


Agent’s 257% Contract 
With Fay Wray Voided 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Fay Wray, picture actress, does 
not have to pay Edna R. Schley, 
agent, 25 per cent of her salary as 
commission, following a decision of 
Superior Court Judge J. T. B. 
Warne. It revoked the contract be- 
tween player and agent. 

Miss Wray, now under engage- 
ment to Paramount, signed a con- 
tract with the agent two years 
ago to represent her, while she was 
still under contract to Universal at 
$75 a week. Miss Schley obtained 
a contract with P. A. Powers, pro- 
ducer of Eric Von Stroheim’s “The 
Wedding March,” and secured con- 
tract release from Universal. The 
contract provided for a_ sliding 
scale of $500 to $2,000 weekly, with 
Paramount assuming Miss Wray's 
contract from Powers upon com- 
pletion of the picture. 

After finding herself in a fairly 
secure position at big money, Miss 
Wray objected to payment of 25 
percent of her salary to the agent 
and took the matter to court for 
adjustment. The actress claimed 
at the time of the trial some weeks 
ago that she was 19, immature and 
inexperienced in business methods 
when she signed the agreement with 
the agent. 


U READYING UP 


Heningson’s Return to Coast Brings 
Producing Preparations 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

With the arrival of Henry Hen- 
ingson, general manager for Uni- 
versal, on the coast, production 
plans are taking shape with the fol- 
lowing dates set: 

“The Diamond Master,” ten-epi- 
sode serial starts May 1 with Jack 
Nelson to direct. 

Other series to be made under 
supervision of William Lord Wright 
are of seven Ted Wells starring 
westerns, with Voncille Viking op- 
posite, and another of seven under- 
world pictures, directed by Leigh 
Jason. These will start around 
May 10. 

First of a new series of ‘‘Collegi- 
ate” pictures, directed by Nat Ross, 
featuring the old “Collegiate” gang, 
will get under way about May 65. 

“Showboat,” under direction of 
Harry Pollard, to start between May 
18 and June 1, "The Husband 
Hunt,” featuring Laura La Plante, 
and “The Girl on the Barge,” with 
Mary Philbin, will commence around 
this time. Ruggles will direct La 
Plante, while Ed Sloman is slated 
for “The Girl on the Barge.” Other 
new productions will follow shortly. 


Pola Negri’s Successor 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Anticipating the necessity of 
building up a featured player to 
step into the spot of Pola Negri, 
Paramount has Lucy Doraine, Hun- 
garian actress, on a term contract. 
Miss Doraine is a similar type to 
Pola Negri, and has played in a 
number of UFA productions, 

Miss Negri has one more picture 
to make for Paramount, which com- 
pletes her contract with that organ- 
ization. 


IMOGENE WILSON SELECTED 
Los Angeles, April 17. 

Burton King is negotiating with 
Universal to borrow Mary Nolan, 
the erstwhile Imogene Wilson of 
Broadway fame. King wants to fea- 
ture her in his next picture for Ex- 
cellent, states right producer, 


MacDonald’s 1st Full Direction 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
Wallace MacDonald, former ac- 
tor, will replace Fred Windemere 
in directing “Free Lips” for First 
Division Pictures, 
It is MacDonald's first directorial 
assignment on a full length feature. 


16 Coast Studios Are Now Open 


10s Angeles, April 17. 

With the reopening of the Pathe- 
DeMille studios, studio activity on 
the coast this week equals the same 
in percentage as reported. 

Bight of the 
coast remain dark, including Roach, 
Christie, Educational, Chaplin, Cal- 


24 studios on 


Art, Sennett, California and U. M. | iS 
| Racket, 
16 studios ene | 


Dailey, leaving 
in making 50 features and 17 short 
subjects. 

Fox heads the list for production 
with eight features and three short 
comedies in work. Features are: 
“Four Devils,” directed by F. W. 
Murnau; “Wild West Romance,” by 
R. L. Hough; untitled aviation pic- 
ture by Howard Hawks; ‘Mr. 
Romeo,” by Henry Lehrman; “None 
But the Brave,” by R. Rosson; 
“News Parade,” by David Butler’; 
“The Farmer's Daughter,” by A. 
Rosson, and “Plastered in Paris,” by 
B. Stoloff. . 

First National comes next with 
nine features in work: “Butter and 
Egg Man,” by Richard Wallace; 
“Heart to Heart,” by Wm. A. Seiter; 
“The Whip,” by Charles Brabin; 
“The Divine Lady,” by Frank Lloyd; 
“Boss of Little Arcady,” by E. Cline; 
“The Volunteer,” by Arthur Ripley; 
“The Hawks’ Nest,” by B. Christ- 
ensen; “Roulette,” by Al Santell, 
and “The Barker,’ by George Fitz- 
maurice. 

M-G-M has seven features, in- 
eluding “Baby Cyelone,” by Ed 
Sutherland; “The Bellamy Trial,’ 
by Monta Bell; “Hasy Money,” by 
Jack Conway; “Excess Baggage,” 
by James Cruze; “Four Walls,” by 
William Nye; “The Bushranger,” by 
Chet Withey, and “Snapshots,” now 
on location in New York, by Edward 
Sedgwick. 

Warner Brothers has three fea- 
tures and the usual quota of four 
Vitaphone units going. Features 
are: “Noah’s Ark,” by Michael 
Curtiz; “Handle With Care,” by 
Lloyd Bacon, and “Fools in the 
Fog,” by Howard Bretherton. 

Paramount is marking time until 
after its next season’s product is 
decided upon and have but five fea- 
tures on the fire: “Ladies of the 
Mob,” by William Wellman; “Van- 
ishing Pioneer,” by John Waters; 
untitled Pola Negri picture by Lud- 
wig Berger; “Sawdust Paradise,” by 
Luther Reed, and “The Newsreel 
Girl,” by Clarence Badger. 

F B O is gradually accumulating 
& normal state of production with 
four features: “The Perfect Crime,” 
by Bert Glennon; “Beautiful Bullet,” 
by Ralph Ince; “Battling Buckeroo,” 
by Robert De Lacey, and a Bob 
Steele western, the first of his new 
series being directed by his father, 
Robert Bradbury. 


the | 


Tiffany-Stahl is also picking up 
with four features in work: “Prowl- 
ers of the Sea,” by John Adolfi; 
“Green Grass Widows," by Al Rae 
boch; “Marriage of Tomorrow,” by 
James Flood, and “Lingerie.” by 
George Melford. 

Metropolitan is leasing space for 
three features, including ‘Hell's 
Angels,” by Howard Hughes: “The 
by Lewis Milestone, and 
“Free Lips," by Fred Windermere. 

United Artists has two features: 
“The Woman Disputed,” by Henry 
King, and “Battle of the Sexes,” by 
D. W. Griffith. 

Universal] is still closed to its 
own producers, but loaning space 
to Gotham, making “Hell Ship 
Bronson,” with Joseph Henebery 
directing. 

Poverty Row 

Poverty Row is active with Chad- 
wick producing “Life’s Great Mock- 
ery,’ by Robert F. Hill, and a Jack 
London story by Le Roy Scott. Co- 
lumbia has two features’ going, 
while the only other studio busy on 
the row is Stern Brothers, with 
their usual quota of three short 
comedy units for the Universal pro- 
gram. 

Tec-Art is finishing up on its pro- 
gram of studio expansion and has 
offices rented to more than 10 in- 
dependent producers preparing for 
early production. Four others are 
actually working, including the Clift 
Broughtan short comedy unit, Ruth 
Roland's “Love and the Law,” “The 
Mysterious Air Man,” seria! for 
Weiss brothers, and a Craig Hutch- 
inson unit making “Romance in 
Colors,” for Pathe. 

Jean Novelle, situated out of the 
Hollywood studio zone, is housing 
the Lurry Darmour units of three 
making subjects for F B O. 

Pathe-DeMille resumes produc- 
tion after many rumors that the 
studio would be closed for a long 


period. Two productions were 
started here this week, including 
“Power,” by Howard Higgin and 
“Love Over Night,” by FE. H. 
Griffith. 

Pathe-DeMille studios resumed 
after one week of inactivity. Two 


units went into production on the 


same day, which includes “Love 
Over Night,” starring Rod La 
Rocque, with support of Jeantee 


Loff, Tom Kennedy and other fea- 
ture players that appeared in “Hold 
‘Em Yale.” This is being directed 
by E. H. Griffith and will be known 
as a Hector Turnbull production. 

The other picture to start was 
“Power,” featuring William Boyd 
with support of Jacqueline Logan 
and Alan Hale. This will be an- 
other industrial picture similar to 
“Skyscraper,” and is being directed 
by Howard Higgin. 


} STUDIO SURVEY 


STUDIO 22 29 
M-G-M 
Parargount .. 8 
First Nat.... 6 

7 
5 


Wm. Fox.... 
Warners P 
Metropolitan. 
Novelle 
Tiffany-Stahl 
Pathe-DeMill. 
B. O. 
Universal ... 
Columbia ... 
Roach .. 
Stern Bros... 
U. M. Dailey. 
Chadwick ... 
California ... 
Sennett ..... 
Educational . 
Christie 
Chaplin 


SOOO N SOS SC CW SO W 


Following table shows an individual record of production activi- 
ties at the 24 studios on the eoast for the past nine weeks. 
shows how the studios compare in their present average with that 
of their normal average for 1927: 


UNITS WORKING 


Feb. Feb. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Apr. Apr. Apr. nine for 


Also 


Unit 
aver. Unit 
for aver. 


21 28 4 11 18 weeks 1927 


9 7 8 
9 8 9 4 5 7.4 8 
9 10 9 8 9 7.1 8 
7 5 5 8 il ta 8 
7 6 9 8 7 6.8 8 
5 5 3 3 3 3.3 5 
3 3 3 3 3 3.0 3 
2 2 2 3 4 2.4 6 
3 1 1 0 2 2.5 6 
1 1 3 3 4 2.2 6 
1 1 2 2 1 1.6 8 
0 1 2 2 2 2.1 3 
2 3 1 2 4 1.6 4 
2 0 0 0 0 1.4 3 
0 3 3 3 3 1,3 3 
1 2 2 2 2 1.2 3 
2 2 0 2 0 5 1 
0 1 1 1 2 0.5 1 
0 0 2 2 0 0.5 1 
0 1 1 0 0 0.4 1 
0 0 0 0 0 0.0 3 
0 0 0 0 0 0.0 5 
0 0 0 0 0 0.0 3 
0 0 0 0 0 0.0 1 


“Skies” Co. Returns 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
The entire company, with the ex- 
ception of Grant Whytock and three 
assistants, filming “Under Southern 
Skies,” at Papeete, Tahiti, for M- 
G-M, have returned to the coast. 
Whytock will remain in Tahiti 
for the purpose of making retakes 
if necessary. 


Fox Studios Move by Xmas 

Before Christmas Fox's Holly- 
wood studio site will be sold and 
production centered in the Fox Hills 
property near Santa Monica. 

Plumbing shops, laboratories and 
additional stages are now in cone 
struction at the new plant. Also, 
according to advices here, produc- 
tion is now partial to the Hilis ter- 


ritory. 
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TWO MINN. HOUSES CLOSING: 


NEW MINNESOTA BLAMED 


Garrick Grosses Shot—Orpheum’s 7th St. Posts 
Notice —New House Seats 4,100 


Minneapolis, April 17. 


The new 4,100-seat Minnesota the- ; 


atre fs starting to get in its work, 
as is attested by the closing of the 
Garrick Saturday and the posting of 
two weeks’ notice on the stage at 
the Seventh Street. 

The Garrick is a 2,000-seater, the 
third largest and most elaborate 
F. & R.-Publix house here and 
fourth biggest theatre on the entire 
F. & R. circuit. Due to a succession 
of splendid pictures, it had enjoyed 
the greatest prosperity in its entire 
history this season, netting its op- 
erators a corking profit. 


Three weeks ago the new Minne- | 


sota opened and, blooey, went biz 
as far as the Garrick. Grosses di- 
minished almost to the complete 
vanishing point. Instead of im- 
proving, the longer the new house 
was in the field, they kept getting 
worse, No other local theatre suf- 
fered so much from ihe now com- 
petition, 

The first week of Minnesota com- 
petition the Garrick’s gross dropped 
from about $8,000 to $1,500 with 
“Chicago” in its second week. The 
next week, with “The Blue Danube,” 


takings were about $1,300. Last 
week “Quality Street” did around 
$1,200. Prior to the Minnesota’s ad- 


vent, the Garrick went along at a 
$7,000 to $14,000 weekly pace, prob- 
ably averaging around $10,000, 

In other seasons the Garrick usu- 
ally has closed late in June or early 
in July for the comparatively few 
weeks when the weather here is ex- 
tremely hot. The reason for this 
has been that the house has no 
cooling plant. The present closing, 
with the thermometer registering 15 
above zero, is announced “for the 
season.” It also is stated that the 
Garrick will reopen early in August 
with “a pretentious picture policy.” 
Local theatrical wiseacres doubt it. 

The Seventh Street is the Or- 
pheum circuit’s Associ:tion-booked 
house, and it has been hit hard, not 
only by the Minnesota but also by 
the reduction of prices at the Henne- 
pin-Orpheum and Pantages, While 
the necessary two-weeks’ notice is 
in effect, permitting the theatre's 
closing on short notice, no date has 
been fixed yet for the demise. This 
is another house which it is be- 
lieved will be entirely abandoned for 
theatrical purposes. 


Hollywood’s Sure-Seater 


Los Ange les April iT. 
La Mirada, picture house in Hol- 
Iyvwood, will be known as the Film 
Art Theatre after April 30. It is he- 


ing operated by West Coast Holly- 
wood Theatres, and will 
managed by Reggie Doran, 

came here from the east with 
art idea. Miss Doran wis formerl) 
head of the West 


House 
grind establishment, 
new policy will give 
nightly and matinees Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday. Scale will be 
75 cents and $1. 


seats 900 and has been a 
but with 


two 


ROY POMEROY RETAINED 
Api il 
exercised 


Los Angeles, 
Paramount 


+7 
Af. 


has its op- 


tion on Roy Pomeroy, head of studio 


miniature 
year, 


department, for 


duties, 


He repreduced the sound 


NIGGEMEYER AT CAPITOL 


Charles 


is now in New York 
Publix units aimed for 
New York. These 


to 


a 


be | 
who 
the 


Coast Theatres, 
Inc., department of public relations. 


the 


shows 


another 
Pomeroy has been developing 
the sound synchronization device for 
Paramount, in addition to his other 


ef- 
fects for the showings of “Wings” 
and is now preparing synchroniza- 
tions for other Paramount specials. 


Niggemever, former!y | 
with Balaban and Katz in Chicago, 
produce 
the Capitol, 
productions are 
restricted to that house and do not 


Raw Billing on Sex 
Film Failed to Draw 


Minneapolis, April 17. 

Local theatrical circles are won- 
dering how the Garden theatre here 
got away with the rawest placards 
ever used to advertise a theatrcial 
'attraction in Minneapolis. The at- 
ltraetion in question was a picture, 
the “new edition” of “Damaged 
Goods.” 

The Garden, a former F. & R. 
grind house, has been closed most 
of this winter, except for occasional 
freak offerings such as this. It is 
understood the owners of the film 
had it on rental. The theatre is lo- 
cated at the busiest corner of the 
city and the placards were strung 
along a wire parallel to the side- 
walk where they could be read even 
from the windows and back plat- 
forms of passing street cars. They 
blazed forth their ‘‘mesSages” loudly 
in large, brightly painted words. 

Albert Dezel was named in news- 
papers ads as “presenting” the pic- 
ture. The ads, which were accepted 
by all the local papers, called the 
picture “the origina] sensation that 
shoeked the universe—the most dar- 
ing film of its kind ever offered— 
totally different from the others— 
intimate “plain” talks fully illus- 
trated with clinic reels—no girls un- 
der 16 admitted.” 

-And still business at 
sion was bad. 


50e admis- 


U Man Put $300,000 More 
Into 10 Multnomah Houses 


Portland, Ore., April 17. 

A deal is understood to be under 
way: whereby Universal is to ae- 
quire control of the 10 Multnomah 
suburban houses in Portland. Ua 
few years ago sank about $150,000 
in the houses for an interest, but 
the stockholders, consisting of Bob 
White, Steve Parker and Howard 
Graeper and a few others, held on 
to their interests, which gave them 
operating control. 

Recently the houses have been 
losing plenty, with the result that 
the stockholders are anxious to get 


| out. White has been general man- 
j}ager of the string for some time, 
iwhile G. A. Christianson has been 
| booking manager. 

| The houses, which will involve 
around $300,000, are the sagdad, 
|} Lincoln, Boa White, Granada, 


Egyptian, Gay and four others, are 
| situated on the outskirts of the city. 

Bill Cutts, formerly in the New 
York offices for Carl Laemmle, is 
in town attending to the details 
lin the transfer. It was reported 
that should the deal materialize, U 
would add these newly acquired 
houses to Mike Newman, who was 
sent to Seattle to become general 
manager of U houses in that town, 
succeeding Ray Felker. Newman's 
headquarters are in Seattle at pres- 
ent. 


ANOTHER MISS. STORY 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Charles Francis Coe written 
Mississippi River dealing 
With show business, starring 
film for Victor McLaglen. The Fox 
picture to be made as a special 
under the direction of Raoul Walsh. 
Production will begin in August. 


has 
a story 
as 


a 


is 


Kerry In Par-Negri Film 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
Norman Kerry will play opposite 
Pola 


Negri in “Fedora,” her last 
picture under present eontract for 
Paramount. 

This is the first time Kerry has 
appeared in a Paramount pieture 
in Over five years, 


Young Fairbanks in “Barker” 
Los Angeles, April 17, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., will play 


An “In” 


Chicago, April 14. 
inside report, well 
founded, is that as soon as 
Cooney’ Borthers’ Paradise 
theatre was definitely set for 
gale to B. & K., one of the 
Cooney executives utilized his 
prelimiary knowledge to buy 
up all stocks and bonds avail- 
able on the theatre. 

Most of the paper was sold 
to him for 40 cents on the 
dollar. A short time later he 
turned it in to B. & K. for 100 
cents on the dollar. Now he’s 
seriously considering retire- 
ment. 


An 


J 


BEHIND SPLIT 


Political and _ Industrial 
Groups Battle Over 
Sapiro’s Line-Up 


Two factions, political and indus- 
trial, are reported behind the split 
in the independent exhibitor ranks 
of Greater New York now manifest- 
ing itself in the fight for control of 
the Theatre Owners’ Chamber of 
Commerce, 

A group of independents headed 
by Sol Raives, president of the T. O. 
Cc. C., and opposed to the Sapiro 
organization, are determined to re- 
tain the T. O. C. C. for themselves 
because of the fear that if mem- 
bers of the Sapiro organization are 
elected to office coercive measures 
may be used to get the opposing in- 
dependents to join the Association 


«of Motion Picture Exhibitors 
(Sapiro). 

eThe opposing independents hold 
this view, despite that Sapiro 


would probably be more inclined to 
prove the value of his associatior® 
by the work it may be able to ac- 
complish as a means of getting 
more members, 


Producers’ Angle 


It is reported that producer-dis- 
tributor interests are fostering the 
movement among the smaller inde- 
pendents against the A. M. P. E. 
and may favor the smaller inde- 
pendents carrying out their plans 
for product with the view of mak- 
ing members of the Association dis- 
contented. 

The only possible result of the 
split among independents is the 
destruction of independent exhibi- 
tion in New York, affecting first 
and most the smaller independents, 
headed by Raives, who seem to be 
trying to break down the only kind 
of organization through which they 
could maintain their theatres. 

At the election meeting of the 
T. Oo. Cc. C. to be held April 24, 
Harry Suchman and Leo Brecher, 
of the Sapiro organization, are on 
one ticket, in opposition to Sol 
Raives and Louis Geller, for the 
position of president and vice-pres- 
ident, respectively. 

It is reported that in the event of 
the failure of the Suchman- 
3recher combination in the election, 
all members of the Sapiro organiza- 


tion will withdraw from the The- 
atre Owners’ Chamber of Com- 
merce. 


Bob Steele Hurts Leg 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
Bob Steele’s departure from west- 
ern to stunt pictures caused him 
to sprain his leg while performing 
@ scene on the first of his new 
series for FBO. 
Production will be delayed until 
Steele recovers from his injury. 
$15,000 Under Budget 
Los Angeles, April 10. 
Josef von Sternberg finished ‘The 
Drag Net,” starring George Ban- 
croft, for Paramount, three days 
ahead of schedule. Director was also 
about $15,000 under the original 
budget. 


Moreno in Lead 
Los Angeles, April 17. 


Nothing Very Startling 
Sapiro’s First Public Speech 
At A.M. P. E. Dinner Monday 


In the course of a series of meet- 
ings within the past few weeks, 
prior to the completion of the de- 
tails for the functioning of the As- 
sociation of Motion Picture Exhibi- 
tors, Aaron Sapiro, head of the A. 
M. P. E. has apprised members of 
various plans to be carried out for 
the successful operation of the as- 
sociation. 

It is reported Sapiro’s idea is first 
to attempt to make a deal for prod- 
uct. Failing in this it is under- 
stood he will feel obliged to force 
the issue through legal procedure. 
Film requirements for members of 
the A. M. P. E. are now being drawn 
up and will probably be completed 
within 10 days. It is understood 
Sapiro is to issue a copy of the A. 
M. P. E. contract with a lst of 
members of the association to all 
distributors as soon as the buying 
season starts, with the object of in- 
forming the latter not to try to sell 
members film separately. 

Matters of importance were dis- 
cussed at the dinner given to Mr. 
Sapiro at the Ritz-Carlton Monday 
night. William Henry Gallagher. 
Detroit attorney, who acted as 
counsel for Sapiro in the Ford case, 
opened with a series of anecdotes 
involving Fords, Niagara Falls, 
dams, sites, rivers, courts, judges, 
farmers, tobacco growers and what- 
not. 

Following, Judge Mitcheel May 
tied in Sapiro with Al Smith, 
introduced fragments of political re- 


search, added something about racial 


prejudice and concluded with a few 
words on the Brotherhood of Man. 
Sapiro’s Address 
The guest of honor, Sapiro, be- 
gan his remarks with the preface 
that the picture business had done 
exceptionally well during the short 
period of its existence and that its 
faults were as few as its virtues 
were manifold. 
He soon commenced to show the 
conditions prevalent in the indus- 
try. 
Sapiro stated he had made the 
horrible discovery that the picture 
business has been built up on 
vertical lines. Vertical lines are 
all wrong. The speaker pointed out 
that it has been tried in Germany 
with only failure resulting. Every 
industry should have _ horizontal 
lines. 

To prove his point Sapiro told a 
little nursery story about the well 
known Black Sambo who lived with 
his father, Jumbo, and his mother, 
Mumbo, near a jungle. It seems 
that little Black Sambo was walking 
in the forest with his beautiful red 
coat, magnificent purple trousers 
adorable silk-lined slippers and 
sreen umbrella when he met four 
lions and each of the lions, lik: 
some executives in the picture busi- 
ness, wanted a piece. Later they 
all met, started fighting, and little 
Black Sambo got all his pretty 
clothes back. The great, fierce lions 
all melted into butter and littl 
Black Sambo ate 167, maybe 169. 
flapjacks which his mother, Mumbo 
made of the aforementioned lions. 

Explaining the object of the asso- 
ciation, Sapiro pointed out that 
there has always been joint action 
for distributors and producers. Also, 
joint action against exhibitors 
cause the latter had never 
ganized. 


be- 
or- 


Inarticulate Exhibs 

Exhibitors have been taking what 
they have been able to get because, 
in the speaker's opinion, they have 
been inarticulate and therefore the 
least powerful of the factors in the 
motion picture business. Inarticu- 
late exhibitors around New York 
have always been a rarity but 
maybe times have changed in the 
last few days. 

Sapiro contended that producers 
and distributors should stick to pro- 


ducing and distributing on the 
grounds that the independent the- 
atre 


owner knows publie demana 
best. 

It was the speaker's belief that in 
order to meet pressure affecting the 
picture business, like radio opposi- 


tour. ‘ the juvenile Jead in “The Barker” Antonio Moreno signed by War-|tion offering free talent over the 
Niggemeyer, before going to Chi-| for First National insterd of Ar-|ner Bros. to play the lead in “The|air, more Weight and importance 
eago, produced stock at the Shu-|thur Lake. Universal would not al- | Midnight Taxi.” should be placed on the exhibitor 
bert, Milwaukee, for nine years | low Lake to play the part they It is to be directed by John Adolfi| side. He suggested that, sinee pang 
rolling up 300 dramatic shows and!/ need him for their own produe-| Who is now directing “Prowlers of |hibitors are in close touch with the 
100 musicals in that time. tiens, athe Sea” for Tiffany -Stah. | publie, production policies should 


be molded on suggestions made by 
theatre owners. 


Good Picture Intervals 


Sapiro advocated more pictures of 
the better kind as a remedy for box 
office ills. He said that the exhibi- 
tors were entitled to a good picture 
every week instead of one every 
three or four weeks if patronage 
was to be kept. Producer-distribu- 
tors, with a billion dollars invested 
in theatres, feel the same way 
about it. 

The speaker made it clear that his 
organization is not asking for cheap 
pictures, since the members are 
willing to meet price requirements, 
but for fresh pictures before the 
novelty has worn off through long 
runs in downtown houses. He said . 
that independent first run houses 
were entitled to first run pictures if 
the price was to be paid, 

During the course of his speech 
Sapiro repeatedly emphasized that 
it was not his intention to fight the 
producer, adding that it would be 
ridiculous to suppose anything could 
be accomplished that way. 

Recalling Hays 

Talking about co-operation, or- 
ganization, the welfare of the pub- 
lic, the cultural value of films, it 
seemed at times as if some one had 
slipped Sapiro a copy of Will Hays’ 
stock banquet speech. The con- 
tinuous reference to the public was 
especially reminiscent. 

Somewhere near next to closing, 
Al Lichtman, United Artists sales 
manager, went on and stole the 
show, following a lawyer and a 
couple of judges. Lichtman advised 
the exhibitor leader to learn to re- 
spond to his first name and forget 
the last if he wanted to be popular 
in the picture business. Started the 
laughs by going into exhibitor ver- 
nacular immediately and admiring 
Sapiro’s cleverness bringing 
along a lawyer. 

Other speakers included 
Grossman and Adolph Ochs, 
lisher of the New York “Times.” 
Arthur Hirsch presided. 


Judge 
pub- 


Marks and Cooneys 
on Unit Economy 


_ Chieago, April 17. 

The first definite co-operative 
step among local independent 
houses will be brought about shorte 
ly with the utilization of Marks 
Bros.’ stage band unit scenery and 
costumes the National Play- 
houses. 


It will be worked on a 


by 


split cost 


basis. Marks Bros. operate two 
large houses, Granada and Marbro, 
on the north and west sides, 


while National Playhouses (Cooney 
Bros.) have as their major houses 


Capitol and Avalon on the south 
side. 
As vet, the agreement mainly 


abolishes the Coonevs’ scenic staff, 


with production handled by the 
Marks’ staff plaving their 
houses first. This will result in a 


considerable saving by both organ- 
izations, judged by independent 
eost standards. 


No understanding has been 
reached on beokings, which indi- 
cates the Cooney houses wil! con- 
tinue to maintain a separate book- 
jing department and replace the 
| Marks Bros.’ acts when they take 


over the scenery.., 

It’s not hard to forecast that the 
two independents will get together 
on bookings later and produce units 
for four weeks. This would mean 
healthy local opposition to B. & K. 
houses, at present using two sep- 
arate Publix unit routes for their 
seven full-week houses. 


Bernstein on W. C. for U. 

Harry Bernstein, head of exploita- 
tion for Universal theatres through- 
out the country, has been shifted 
from his location in New York to 
the west coast. 

There he will handle 
out of Seattle.” 


three houses 


Green's “Grade” 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Alfred E. Green is going ta direct 
“Making the Grade. Ade 
istory, for Fox on the 128-29 pro- 
grom. 
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This tremendous box-office production 

thatis backed with the greatest word- 

publicity ever given 
motion picture 


DOLORES DEL RIO 


in Helen Hunt Jacksons Great American Love Classic 


eAnother 


ROLAND DREW important 

EDWIN CAREWE been contribut., 

\ ed to the screen 

MILLIONS MILLIONS 

are dancing- have read this 
Singing to the famous novel- 
sensational Now its 
RAN to ONA edition. 


MILLIONS ARE WAITING FOR THIS, THE 
BIGGEST BOX- OFFICE BET ON THE MARKET 


€dition 


B 
OW | 
| 
— NJ 
WARNER 
UNITED ARTISTS PICTURE 
pe Every shop inthe touch with of al Fog 
“country will work. Get iO omer 


VARIETY Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


Record’ 


When I produced “Stella Dallas” I gave you a big, powerful 
production. It proved an artistic and box-office triumph for you. _ 


Now with “Two Lovers,” my latest production, I am presenting 
the final and biggest Ronald Colman-Vilma Banky picture. It 
is big to the eye—big in its love climaxes—big in production : 
value—and big at the box office. 


I had great faith in “Stella Dallas’ when I road-showed it at 
the Apollo Theatre, New York, for twenty-six weeks. Results 
to you proved my judgment was well founded. 


At present I have even greater faith in “Two Lovers,” which 
I am road-showing at the Embassy Theatre, New York, at $2 top. 


p rodu ce r @) If judged only on my past picture record as an independent | 


producer you have every box-office reason to bank on “Two 


a Lo 
« vers” now. 
The Night of Love 
‘ a “Two Lovers” is Fred Niblo’s greatest directorial achievement. 
The Magic Flame | 
* Ronald Colman never had a greater or more magnetic role. 
in Vilma Banky was never so alluring and so exquisite. 
Barbar 
g 3 é ort * “Two Lovers,” in which they appear together for the last time, 
Stel la Dal las is a stupendously thrilling and romantic drama. Hereafter 
Colman and Banky are stars in their own right. | 
Dark gel 
e o 4 ] recommend “Two Lovers” to you for your bank balance. | 
e Devil Da mcer i recommend it to your audiences for supreme entertainment. 


I am willing to let my past picture record guide you in booking 
“Two Lovers,” the greatest Colman and Banky production. | 


(Signed) SAMUEL GOLDWYN. 
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-and both box-office 


and critics back 


i 


this producer. 


the Embassy 
at $2.00 top. 


from story “Leatherface’ 
by Baroness Orczy 


_ || WHAT NEW YORK SAID/ 


*You’re going to revel in this picture. 
Vilma is more beautiful than ever. Will 


doubtless find its way on every picture- 
goer’s list.”--AMERICAN. 


“Must bring a thrill to the sweethearts of 
today. Thrilling love element and excit- 
ing. What a romance it is. All the movie 
patronizing world is going to love ‘Two 
Lovers.’ "—TELEGRAPH. 


“A beautiful romantic melodrame. Women 


will be captivated by its highly romantic 


flavor. A delightful picture.” . 


“Doubtless will remain throughout ‘ good 
portion of the summer. The story is a 
deeply stirring one. One is held through- 
out."—-EVENING WORLD. 


“In ‘Two Lovers’ there is more melodrama 
than mush, more pep than pash. Will de- 
light the fans from Portland to Portland. 
Wow finish.”—TELEGRAM. 


“Magnificent photography. Scenes thrill- 
ing. It is well worth seeing.”—TRIBUNE. 


“ “Two Lovers” will delight all devotees of 
romance. A thing of beauty and a joy. 
Stimulating. Full of thrills, chills and 
ecstasies.”’ 


—TIMES MID-WEEK PICTORIAL. 


Samuel Goldwyns 
Greatest Production | 


| 


UNITED ARTISTS PICTURE 
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Pa. Inde Exhibitors May 


Form Buying Combine Along 


Saniros N. Y. Formation 


At the convention of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Penn- 
sylvania held in Pittsburgh yester- 
day (Tuesday), plans were slated to 
be presented for a formation of a 
state buying combine, similar to the 
Sapiro organization in New York 
which is assuming state-wide pro- 
portions. 

Leading independents in Penn- 
sylvania have been investigating 
the possibilities with the result that 
executives of the Association of 
Motion Picture Exhibitors, New 
York, were invited to address 
the Pennsylvania exhibitors and 
present practical plans for a com- 
bination. 

An exhibitor combination in 
Pennsylvania would add the 
neighborhood of $10,000,000 annual- 
ly to the buying power of the 
Sapiro group in New York. If the 
state organization is perfected in 
New York, the combined exhibitors 
of the two states would be in a 
position to spend about $20,000,000 
in film rentals annually, putting the 
independents in the position of be- 
ing able to form their own film pro- 


There Is No Substitute for 


STAGE-BAND 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Known as the 


“PAUL ASH POLICY” 


UNIT NO. FIVE 
THIS WEEK 


“JAZZ TOWN” 


“EXCLUSIVELY COLU MBIA 
RECORDING ARTIST” 


Paul Ash Presentation Staged by 


LOUIS McDERMOTT 


HELENE HUGHES 
ROY SMOOT 


Featured with 
FANCHON and MARCO 


ducing company should they be un- 
able to get satisfactory terms from 
the producer-distributors. 

Sapiro may not be able to attend 
the convention personally, but those 
representing him and the A. M. P. E. 
have sufficient authority to bring 
the Pennsylvania exhibitors up to 
a point where they can form an 
organization and present the readied 
group for contact with Sapiro. 

Pittsburgh exhibitors mainly are 
interested so far, but the conven- 
tion is bringing independents from 
every corner of the state, and it is 
believed that a state buying com- 
bination is even more feasible than’ 
in New York. Though other sub- 
jects have been ballyhooed for dis- 
cussion, the major discussion of the 
convention will center on the pro- 
posed buying combine. 

N. Y. State Combine 

Plans for the New York state 

buying combination are reported 
set, following a meeting between 
Sidney Pfeiffer, Buffalo attorney, 
representing the exhibitors in that 
section, and Aaron Sapiro, held in 
New York during the week. 
Sapiro, according to the plan, is 
to appear in Buffalo today (Wednes- 
day) to address the exhibitors and 
present a concrete plan for the pro- 
posed combine. 
According to present schedule, 
Pfeiffer will head the Buffalo or 
Western New York district exhibi- 
tors in the same capacity as Sapiro 
in New York, working under 
Sapiro’s guidance and taking the 
New York combine as an example. 
Around 125 recruits from _ the 
Buffalo zone are expected to join 
the combination, practically dou- 
bling the membership of the inde- 
pendent combine. 

With the Western New York zone 
organized, both Sapiro and Pfeiffer 
may take on the work of organizing 
the remaining New -York state 
(zone) (Albany) as a subsidiary. 


Unit Split Up This Week 


The unprecedented booking of 
part of a Publix unit into a Stanley 
house is the case this week at the 
Strand, New York, where “Rah! 
Rah! Rah!” is the presentation. It 
is part of a regular Publix presenta- 
tion, split up because of Paul 
Whiteman at the Paramount, New 
York. 

Some of the people are at the 
Par, the major portion of the unit 
is at the Strand, and a couple of 
others have been switched to the 
Capitol, New York, the Loew house 


now associated with Publix in 
bookings, 
The unit reassembles next week 


to play the regular Publix spoke in 
Washington, 


S. A. Trade Lists 
Washington, April 17. 

New trade lists on picture thea- 
tres in Paraguay (LA-19380) and 
Venezuela (CI-1588) are available 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division of the Department of Com- 
merce, 

It is necessary to mention the 
code number when requesting lists. 


Christie-Dowling East 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
Charles Christie and Pat Dowling 
are enroute to New York, and will 
attend all Paramount sales eon- 
ventions. 


An Abe Lyman Idea 


JACK 
WALDRON 


Working for 
FANCHON and MARCO 


Opened April 15, Egyptian Theatre 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Personal Direction 
LEONARD GOLDSTEIN 


India’s Survey for Home 


' Films Aimed at Westerns 


Washington, April 17. 


Cinematograph Commissicn ap- 
pointed by the Government of India 
to report on recommendations that 
exhibition only of Indian films 
should be encouraged, has com- 
pleted its survey and will write its 
report within the next 10 days, re- 
ports Wilbur Keblinger, American 
consul, Bombay, to the Department 
of Commerce. 

Move is. credited with being aimed 
principally at the American-made 
Westerns, popular in India, which 
it is claimed are not a true picture 
of conditions and detrimental to the 
Indian natives. 

It is expected that the commis- 
sion will recommend a higher rate 
of duty on American films to assist 
the Indian producers, but here the 
British will be aligned with the 
Americans, as the increased rate 
would equally affect them unless 
organized as an Indian company. 
Political situation is described as 
being such that any preference bill 
for British films at the present time 
would meet with defeat. 
Distributors to the syndicated 
houses of India are now in a posi- 
tion to work one American pro- 
ducer against the other. That this 
is being done has been denied be- 
fore the Cinematograph Commis- 
sion. 

Mr. Keblinger recommends a 
single distributor in India for the 
entire American product, with the 
companies allotting the number of 


films each shall have for the mar- 
ket. 
Indian producers are importing 


picture players from every part of 
Europe for their productions. Amer- 
icans, in this respect, receive but 
little attention. 


Balto. Exhib. Loses in 
Film Board Trial 


The largest money damage award 
in the history of the Washington 
(D.C.) Film Board of Trade, $1,050, 
in addition to the contract price of 
film contracts involved in case, was 
made against the Edmonson Amuse- 
ment Corporation, operating the 
Bridge and Edmonson theatres in 
Baltimore. The Baltimore houses 
are under the film board supervi- 
sion of the Washington organiza- 
tion. The winning plaintiffs were 
Fox, Warners, FBO, Tiffany-Stahl, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, United Art- 
ists, Educational, Columbia and 
Pathe, 

The case came up last week in 
the Washington Board's quarters in 


the capital. Louis Nizer, attorney- 
at-law and secretary of the New 
York Film Board represented the 


plaintiffs. Samuel Boyd, 
appeared for the Edmonson 
ests. 

The combined picture exchanges 


attorney, 
inter- 


charged the Edmonson Co. with 
breach of contract, claiming it 
played pictures at the Edmonson 
theatre originally contracted for 


the Bridge theatre. 

The defense held that the com- 
pany, for ten years, had followed 
an old custom, which had heen ap- 
proved by all the film companies 

The case took five*hours to try. 


Schine’s Wired Houses 


Utica, N. Y., April 17. 

Schine's Avon opened with Vita- 
phone Saturday, using John Barry- 
more in “When a Man _ Loves” 
as the feature and putting in “The 
Jazz Singer” for a week beginning 
next Saturday, 

Movietone is also installed simul- 
taneously, 

Schine Enterprises, Inc., contract- 
ed for both in seven houses at a 
cost of $12,000 in eaah, it is under- 
stood, 


picture ready or adequate for a 
Broadway run, it is likely they will 
turn over to Fox the balance of 
their lease running until) Jan, 1, 1929. 


Sennett and Film Arrive 
Mack Sennett stepped off the 20th 


| 


;Century in New York’ yesterday | 
| (Tuesday) with a print of his newest | 
| multiple-lengthened picture, “The 


| Good Bye Kiss.” 


$97 Picture Placed 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Robert Florey, part time pro- 
ducer and director, has placed 
with FBO on a _ percentage 
basis his picture, “The Extra 
Night Mare,’ which he made 
with an amateur camera at & 
cost of $97. 
Florey’s regular employment 
is assistant to Henry King, 
director for United Artists. 


STANLEY TAKES PHILLY 
MET AT $30,000 RENT 


Stanley Company has leased the 
Metropolitan Opera House, Phila- 
delphia, 4,000-seater, for a period of 
five years, at an annual rental of 
$30,000. The house is to be com- 
pletely renovated at a cost of 
around $100,000, including installa- 
tion of an organ. 

House will open Sept. 1 under the 
new management, operating on a 
Straight picture policy with the 
possibility that stage presentations 
may later be included. 

The Metropolitan originally cost 
over $1,000,000, cpening in 1908 with 
Oscar Hammerstein’s presentation of 
“Carmen.” It was sold at auction 
in 1920 for $655,000. 


Radio on Control 
For Screen’s Music 


San Francisco, April 17, 

A picture house man in Folsom 
state prison for roughnecks has 
seemingly solved the problem of in- 
cidental music for his screen pro- 
gram. He uses a radio receiving 
set with loud speaker near the 
screen. As the owner is also the 
operator, he controls the radio from 
the booth. 

The other night while screening a 
Tom Mix woolly the man tuned in 
for music and eould only get “And 
the Lord spake unto Moses” as part 
of a sermon being delivered. Sev- 
eral more turns of the dials brought 
some jazz music which fitted better. 


F. & R. Calls Off Fox Deal 


Minneapolis, April 17. 

The failure of Fox to submit a 
satisfactory plan of finance caused 
PFinklestein & Ruben to break off 
negotiations started to acquire its 
chain of 130 northwestern theatres, 
according to a lengthy \ statement 
issued to the press by the local 
F. & R. theatre operators. 


Payette-Crandall to Wed 


Washington, April 17. 
What is scheduled to be one of 
the largest church weddings in re- 
cent years hereabouts will take 
place tomorrow night 
in the Church of the Sacred Heart, 
when John J. Payette, general su- 
pervisor of the Stanley-Crandall 
chain of picture houses, will marry 
Dorothy Isabel Crandall, daughter 
of Harry M. Crandall, founder of 
the circuit. 
Payette has been with Crandall 
since 1919, when he started as as- 
sistant manager of the then newly 
opened downtown Metropolitan. 
The couple will occupy a preten- 
tious home on exclusive 16th street, 
just north of the Crandall mansion. 


_U Buys Original 

Los Angeles, April 17. 
has purchased “Into 

Our Lives,” an original by Dan Ven- 

turini, former assistant to Henry 

Henigson, one of U’s ex-gen. man- 

agers, 

Venturini will also direct. 


Universal 


F-P-Can, in Control 
Of 123 Theatres 


Toronto, April 17. 

Clarence Robson, division man-« 
ager of Famous Players’ Canadian 
Corporation, has contracted for a 
2,500-seater in Ottawa, called Cap- 
itol, to be ready Jan. 1, 1929, and 
cost $1,226,000, big dough in a town 
of 125,000. 

This is the largest single item 
on an ambitious FP building pro- 
gram for 1928. The new house will 
run at 60c, seale under manage- 
ment of Ray Tubman, who already 
has charge of the Regent and Im- 
perial in the same town. 

The Russell, 1,700-seater, on 
town’s main stem, closed forever 
Saturday. It was bought by the 
Dominion government and will be 
torn down to make way for a park 
addition. 

This gives FP strangleholM on 
Ottawa, even tighter than in Toe 
ronto. Growing strength of the 
company is indicated in financial 
reports and the quick gobbling up of 
the $5,000,000 bond issue put on the 
market Friday. The company now 
owns 72 houses outright and has 
indirect control in 51 others. 

Total seating capacity at present 
under control is 140,000 with 5,000 
to be added this year. 


“TRAIL” AT CHINESE 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
“Trail of ’98” will open at Graue 
man’s Cninese first week in May. . 
Chaplin’s “The Circus” will wind 
up April 29. 4s, 


MARKELL 


and 


Now Appearing in 
Edward Hyman’s 


“JAZZ CARNIVAL” 


A Stanley Unit 


Week April 21 


Branford, Newark, N. J. 


Direction MAX TURNER 
WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


Michigan Vaude Mgrs. Ass’n 
Charlie MACK 


Booking the most extensive circuit 
of vaudeville and presentation the- 
atres between New York and Chicago 
Michigan Theatre Bldg. 
DETROIT 


Standard Acts Write or Wire 
ASK TROVATO 


BEMIS and BROWN 


DOING 


“FRESHIE” 


This Week (April 14), CAPITOL 
New York 


Fox Extends Gaiety Lease 


Fox has arranged with Pathe to 


extend the Fox tenancy of the! 
Gaiety, New York, where “Four | 
Sons” is now current, until July 1. | 

If at that time Pathe has no! 


MARTY WHITE 


| 

| e “SINGING HUMORESQUE” 
miu with the FIRST STANLEY FABIAN UNIT 
Produced by HARRY W. CRULL 


j 


OPENED APRIL 7 at the BRANFORD, NEWARK. 
APRIL 14, EARLE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

| APRIL 23, STANLEY, PITTSBURGH, PA. 

| APRIL 30, STANLEY, BALTIMORE, MD. 

MAY 7, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


} 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| Al 
} 
. | | 
a | | 
‘ | | | 
| | | = 
ENS | | 
| | 
Ws | | 
| 
SS | | | 
| | 
| — 
| | | | 
| | 
} 
i | 
| | | 
| 
‘ 
i} | | 
| | | 
q Sa | 
4 
| 
4 


VARIETY 


e may mal 
year, thie lake the 


» belongs Y every 
in that” pin: 


is 
right 


NOT ONLY 
BROADWAY, 
BUT FROM 


acted bh Magnificent love Story. 


Such 
Ss as 
Cially an are acted ; commer. 


all those asting credj 
vh 
Participate in forty 


. ints ° 


Upon it. Ag ‘hic may be 
Was too much to Seventh Hea 


€xpect 
me » Perha 
wing of the eve 


cy have. 
enth Heaven” don’t k 


1s the greater, 


enc It ma : 
thee’ both arg no differ. 


n 
Orza 

Perman who 
e ent Slice re) 


1 Heaven” 
Oa reputation that — 


We dropped into the Globe thea- 
tre the other night to see the 
new Fox picture, “Street Angel.” 
And we came fro mthe theatre with 
the distinct impression that little 
Miss Janet Gaynor is far and away 
the greatest actress on the screen. 

Here is a girl who Is possessed 
of talents that make most of our 
present female screen stars look 
silly. She is a lone hope among 
the wishy-washy girl stars who are 
being pushed by Hollywood mag- 
nates as box office attractions. She 
is a real actress, which is some- 
thing extremely rare on the screen. 


Our hat, battered though it is, is 
off to Miss Gaynor. If some of our 
present movie dumbells are stars, 
Miss Gaynor is a whole constella- 
tion. 
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Mark Hellinger 
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Oh boy! How the Big Ones Keep Coming from : 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 
i | 
if Imagine, after delivering the most sensational product of his career 
hi in the past Fall and Winter, Leo comes through with the greatest / 
| line-up yet, for the tough months ahead! Coming! 
RAMON: NOVARRO in ACROSS TO SINGAPORE © LON CHANEY in LAUGH CLOWN_ LAUGH : 
NORMA SHEARER in THE ACTRESS © DANE-ARTHUR in CIRCUS ROOKIES w~ JOHN GILBERT b. 
in THE COSSACKS DIAMOND HANDCUFFS SYD CHAPLIN in SKIRTS MADEMOISELLE 
FROM ARMENTIERES DANE-ARTHUR in DETECTIVES WILLIAM HAINES in TELLING 
THE WORLD and More! More! More! 
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MARKS BROS, CLASH 
WITH WARNERS IN 
CHI OVER B. & K. 


Chicago, April 17. 


Marks Bros., only independent 
exhibs offering stiff competition to 
Balaban & Katz in Chi neighbor- 
hoods, got into a hot tiff with the 
local Warner Bros. office over “Jazz 
Singer” bookings. 

Operating the Granada on the 
north side and the Marbro on the 
northwest, de luxe houses, Marks 
Bros. have exclusive north side 
Vitaphone and Movietone installa- 
tions and are getting a substantial 
portion of the biz formerly con- 
trolled by B. & K. With an un- 
derstanding that they were to have 
first run rights on the north side, 
they booked “Jazz Singer” for two 
weeks at the Marbro and one at the 
Granada. 

Two weeks before the picture 
opened, Warner Bros. made a deal 


UNCLE 
BOB 


Now being featured and meet- 

ing with tremendous success 

in Balaban & Katz Wonder 
Theatre in Chicago 


WEEK APRIL 16 
HARDING, CHICAGO 


Broadcasting Nightly from 
Westinghouse, KYW, Chicago 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


ANT 


\ 


amBAassADOR 


st. Louis. MO. 


with Ascher’s Sheridan, operated by 
Fox, to play the film without Vita- 
phone accompaniment, simultan- 
eously and in opposition to the 
Marks Bros, bookings. 

The Marks Bros. got hot and made 
strenuous protest against the War- 
ner action. Earl Silverman of the 
Warner office wound up in a battle 
of fists with one of the boys. 

At the Sheridan, without Vita- 
phone, “Jazz Singer” feil down. 
Both the Marks houses did great 
with the picture, Marbro holding it 
for two weeks and Granada giving 
it a quick return booking this week. 

B. & K. have made numerous 
efforts to gain control of these prof- 
itable neighborhood houses, but 
Marks Bros. are waging a heavy 
and apparently winning battle to 
maintain independence. 


Ist Natl. Rumors 
Facts and Some Films 


Although First National Monday 
announced after a private meeting 
that it had re-elected its board and 
executives, it comes from an indis- 
putable source that Richard Row- 
land’s contract will not be renewed 
when it expires in August and that 
Watterson Rothacker will relin- 
quish his chieftainship of the Bur- 
bank studios to Al Rockett and 
come to New York for Rowland's 
berth. 

At the same time old employees 
in the home office are closely watch- 
ing the Finkelstein and Ruben 
movements, which they now see as 
deliberately swinging from Fox to 
Publix. Should this deal become 
consummated. they figure that ru- 
mors of Paramount and First Na- 
tional coming together will be crys- 
tallized into a fact. The possibility 
of Fox taking the major hand is 
now discounted in the home office 
of the Hawley institute. 

No changes will be mode in the 
F. N. new production schedule. It 
will be as 98 Inet year. There 
is seen a greater tendency to hve 
ecsts in the product rather 
than picking on individuals. Thi 
will be particularly so in the case 
of comics, the companv fivcvrine it 
cheaper and for the general better- 
ment of the company to cluster 
them together, except in cases 
where they are sure they have a 
comedian who will net a substan- 
tial return. 

Thirteen 
marked up. In 


specials are already 
these is 
which is 


; not set for general release until 


Fall. 

The program will witness the 
raising to stardom of Mollie O’Dav 
and Alice White. The latter will 
mate three pictures of her own, 
while Mollie will have two and 
honors in two of the specials. 

On the schedule are also three 
foreign pictures. These were mo? 
in Europe bv First Notions! 
the past year, but have been held 


up because of re-editing. Thev “re 
tentatively titled “Menage.” “The 
Wild Man” and “Dancing Vienna.” 


Pub! Cut OFF 


Weekly Press Passes 


Minneapolis, April 17. 

Minneapolis newspapers are won- 
dering whether Publix is respon- 
sible for the action of F. & R.-Pub- 
lix in the third week of their asso- 
ciation in operating 11 Twin City 
loop first-run houses, discontinuing 
press complimentaries. 

In communications to the papers 
announcing the, abolishment of the 
passes. F. & R.-Publix express the 
view that the issuance of such 
“paper” is a bad business practice. 

The season passes of the drama 
editors and critics and high execu- 
tives and city editors are not af- 
fected by the new order of things. 
None of the papers has cut down 
any on the space allotted for the- 
atrical publicity, probably for the 
reason that there is no room left 
to cut down. The local sheets have 
been given the showhouses next to 
nothing in the way of free space for 


the past year. 


— . 
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DANCING PAR VERSATILITY 
4TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 


—— 


HOWARD 


Versatility 


EMERSON 


and ORCHESTRA 
THE LAST WORD IN STAGE PRESENTATIONS 

Opened April 9th, RIVOLI, BALTIMORE, for Extended Engagement 

Direction ARTHUR 


Showmanship 


RES 


BOOK ON VITA 


A volume on Vitaphone is 
about to be published, au- 
thored by A. P. Waxman, in 
charge of publicity and adver- 
tising for Warner Brothers. 

It will contain (ll detail on 
the Warners’ talkers and in- 
cludes a full list of Vita sub- 
jects made to date for Vita- 
wired houses. 


THEA. BOMBERS SENTENCE 


Three Years Each for Three 
Bombing State, Hammond 


Judge Smith in Indiana criminal 
court sentenced Harry L. Ames, 
Marwood Williams and Joseph J. 
Milton one to three years each in 
the penitentiary for bombing of the 
new $1,750,000 State theatre at 
Hammond, Ind. All three men 
pleaded guilty. 

William Kleihege, theatre's oper- 
ator; Joseph Tutes and Dean Mal- 
loy, others involved in the bomb- 
ing, have engaged attorneys, for 
their defense. Kieihege is alleged 
to have paid the men to bomb the 
house, which was an unprofitable 
venture. 


Okla. Exhibs Declare 
Against Carnivals 


Oklahoma City, April 17. 

At the semi-annual meeting of 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of Oklahoma held here last week it 
was decided that the exhibitors as 
a group bring pressure to bear on 
county authorities to enforce the 
law against the operation of 
gambling devices by carnivals in 
this state. 

A resoluti>n was also adopted to 
the effect that the board of direc- 
tors of the M. P. T. O. withdraw 
from the Board of Arbitration rep- 
resentatives of companies serving 
film for non-theatrical purposes. 

Nothing was said, as far as can 
be ascertained, of President Spear- 
man’s ultimatum to the Board of 
Arbitration to the effect that unless 
decisions from other states would 
be unenforceable on exhibitors here 
exhibitor representatives would 
withdraw from the board and seek 
redress through the courts. This 
matter was scheduled to be the 
major subject of discussion at the 
meeting. 


Burton King Making 6 


More for Excellent 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Burton King, producing pictures 
for Excellent, has six more features 


to make on his present program. 
Then another series of 18 will be 
started for Excellent, but under a 
different arrangement,_if present 
plans work out satisfactorily. Sam 
Zierler has been furnishing King the 
money to make pictures. 

With the new set up, King will 
try to have the pictures financed 
from this end for the entire series 
in advance. This will enable King 
to operate on a more substantia! 
schedule and eliminate delays that 
often occur when the business end 
of production is handled 3,000 miles 
away. 


Loew’s Richmond Opens 


Richmond, Va., April 17. 

Loew's new Richmond opened 
last week. It is at Sixth and Grace 
streets, between the two largest de- 
partment stores, and three blocks 
away from the Wilmer & Vincent 
house, 

It opened with a straight picture 
policy, showing “West Point,” star- 
ring William Haines, a Richmond 
boy. Haines could not attend the 
ceremony, but his mother and fath- 
er were in the audience and when 
introduced by Colonel E, A. Schiller 
they rose for a bow. 


‘musical director, 


F. F. Smith is manager, F. A. 
Vinson is publicity man; Sid Bart, 
and Wild Oscar, 
organist. 


Seymour, Kennedy’s Ass’t 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

James Seymour, Harvard grad- 
uate brought to the coast by Joseph 
P. Kennedy to learn how pictures 
are made at the F. B. O. studios 
and recently promoted to publicity 
director, has now been appointed 
assistant to Kennedy, with head- 
quarters in New York. 

Lance Heath, former press agent 
for Gloria Swanson, will replace 
Seymour as head of publicity de- 
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Chicago on Fraud Charge 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Saint S. Millard, also known as 
Ellid Stanitch and Eliot Stanich, 
was ordered extradited to Chicago 


by Governor C. C. Young on a 
charge of operating a confidence 
game in that city. 

Millard was arrested here three 


weeks ago on a wired request from 
District Attorney Crowe of Chicago. 
It stated he had been indicted on 
a charge of having defrauded the 
Health Film Company, Inc., out of 
$25,000 in a deal over three motion 
picture films. When Millard was 
arrested he was released on bail 
and has been fighting extradition 
proceedings. Detective Sergeant 
Robert E. Calkins contemplates 
taking him back to Chicago this 
week. 

Meantime, Millard has been mak- 

ing strenuous efforts to secure a 
writ of habeas corpus, preventing 
his removal to Illinois. He claimed 
to the local police that the Chicago 
Film Company and police officials 
were trying to railroad him and 
that he would not have any chance 
to protect himself if returned to 
the Illinois jurisdiction. 
Millard of late has been exhibit- 
ing “sex” films. He has been carry- 
ing large sums of currency on his 
person, displaying at one time 23 
$1,000 bills. He said the money had 
been paid him for the South Amer- 
ican rights to one of his “sex” pic- 
tures. 

Following the governor’s order 
Millard was arraigned before Mu- 
nicipal Court Judge Wilson and held 
in $25,000 bail for preliminary hear- 
ing April 19. 

Millard was unable to furnish the 
oe and was remanded to the city 
ail. 


Strand, Milwaukee, Wa’ks, 
Not Runs, to Fire Exits 


Milwaukee, April 17. 

While the organist played a jazz 
tune, 300 persons marched out of 
the Strand theatre here last week 
while fire raged in the operator's 
booth, 

During a matinee the film, “Legion 
of the’ Condemned,” broke twice be- 
fore starting to burn. Paul Magott, 
operator, was badly burned but 
managed to drop the fire curtain in 
front of the booth, keeping the 
flames inside. 

Ushers led the parade 
tomers out of the house 
one was hurt, the patrons keeping 
orderly. A new print of the film 
was rushed to the theatre and an 
emergency projection machine 
brought into play, the fire causing 
a delay in playing schedule of less 
than thirty minutes. 


of cus- 
and no 


Los Angeles, April 17, 
Constantin Bakaleinikoff with an 
orchestra of 25 men in the pit will 
be one of the outstanding features 
on the program at Warner Brothers 
Theatre, opening April 26. Baka- 
leinikoff, one of the best known con- 
ductors on the Coast, will go from 
the Criterion to the Warner house. 

Those chosen for the prolog which 
Larry Ceballos is staging, include 
Harry Kelly, Dinus Brothers and 
Hal Sidaire. There will be an en- 
semble of 24 girls and 8 boys also. 

William O'Donnell, 


pany, will be assistant to Ceballos 
and also function as stage boss. 


Lab Merger Pending 
Los Angeles, April 17. 
Gwain Esper, head of the Pro- 
ducers Film Laboratory here, is in 
New York, said to be negotiating 
with the Empire Laboratories on a 
deal to consolidate the coast plant 
with the one in New York. 


S. S. Millard Ordered Hays’ Man Hopeful 


Of Trade Board Suit 


The Hays office says it welcomes 
for the record the suit which it is 
advised the United States Attorney 


Warners’ 1st Stage Show | 


former stage | 
manager of the Coast “Sunny,” com- | 


| General's 


headquarters’ will _ file 
within the next few weeks for the 


| purpose of determining the legality 
of tilm boards of trade. 

The only reason why the Attorney 
| General is drawing up his complaint 
is because of the mass of minor 
complaints which have cluttered his 
desk, the Hays office believes. 

About it, the Hays representative 
Says: 

“We will welcome an investiga- 
tion and we and the whole industry 
will welcome a decision as_ to 
whether the film boards are legal. 
At present, no one knows legally 
any more than they do about block 
booking.” 


Breaking All Records 
Marks Bros>Granada 
and 
Marbro Theatres, 
Chicago, Ill., Indefinitely 


MUSICAL BUNCH 
At the West Coast 


CALIFORNIA 
SAN DiEGO 


ARMANDA CHIROT 


AND 


JOSE MERCADO BARITONE 


THE BEST SINGERS ON THE PACIFIC COAST 
13 MONTHS WITH FANCHON and MARCO 


THE ONE 


BERNARDO PACE. 


MANDOLIN VIRTUOSO 
PLAYING PUBLIX CIRCUIT 
Direction WIL 


AND ONLY 


LIAM MORRIS 


partment for the F. B. O. studios. 
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«Continued from page 1) 


tained considerable free publicity 
through stunts of her own and those 
of her press agent, found the barn 
4m the rear of her home burning. 
It happened at an early hour in the 
morning. While the firemen were 
fighting the flames she called the 
publicity man at the studio where 
she wes employed and told him this 
Was a good opportunity for him to 
break into the morning papers with 
a bannerline story. 


As barnfires are not infrequent, 
the press agent told her he thought 
it would not attract much atten- 
tion. She then assumed another at- 
tack by telling him how she heroi- 
cally entered the burning barn in 
her nightdress and removed all 
three of her costly motor cars. The 
press agent stalled her off, saying 
he would see what he could do. 
The next day she was looking over 
the various papers and the only 
record printed was in the section 
of one paper listing fires of the day 
and including the one at her resi- 
dence, 

A young oriental dancer is han- 
died by a local free lance press 
agent who has some 15 or 20 differ- 
ent accounts. Whenever this press 
agent wants to pull some sort of 
a stunt for one of his accounts, he 
always cals upon this young lady. 
In particular, she would do more 
for the glory of seeing her picture 
and name in print than she would 
for financial reimbursement for her 
services, Therefore, recently she has 
been easy for those who are pro- 
moting free talent at entertain- 
ments. They simply promise her 
an abundance of free publicity and 
she is right on the job. 


‘PUBLICITY TRICKS 


One of the ice skating rinks han- 
dled by this press agent thought it 
would be an unusual thing to have 
the girl cooch on the ice. The girl 
immediately began to visualize the 
sensational copy which would be 
the result of this unusual feat. She 
braved pneumonia, flu and the grip 
and gave a five-minute session of 
muscle shaking with nothing on but 
about five ounces of pearls and a 
string to keep her warm. Some 
of those who witnessed her per- 
formance thought she was shiver- 
ing from the cold and really didn’t 
believe she was going through any 
dancing motions. The next day 
when the young woman glanced 
through the papers to see what was 
said about her, she found a two- 
line mention in the sporting sec- 
tion where a lengthy account was 
given of a hockey game that pre- 
ceded her on the same program, 

A Cancer of the Films 

Another girl came to the Coast 
from Chicago with her mind set on 
becoming a second Gloria Swanson. 
She did everything to get an op- 
portunity at the studios but found 
no one desiring her talents or beau- 
ty. While on one of these heart- 
breaking excursions she met one of 
the cancers of the film industry in 
a young man who is ever on the 
alert to discover new faces. He told 
the girl all she needed was pub- 
licity and that he would give it to 
her for a stipulated financial con- 
sideration. He painted a beautiful 
verbal picture of rotogravure sec- 
tions of metropolitan papers and 
fan magazines. The girl fell, but 
having little cash on hand, pawned 
her jewelry to give him the initial 
retaining fee, amounting to $100. 
The P, A. succeeded in getting the 


girl mentioned in a few of the Hol- 
lywood papers which always fall 
for stuff coming from press agents 
of this man’s type. What little pub- 
licity she got brought no work or 
recognition from the big picture in- 
dustry. She put pressure on the 
press agent but he could not get the 
papers to mention her name again. 
However, he told her if she gave 
him more money he would have her 
photographs printed. The girl had 
no more money and was desperate, 
so she set upon a plan to break 
into print on her own without the 
aid of a P. A. She conceived the 
idea from a fiction story she had at 
some time read and immediately 
proceeded to carry it Into reality. 
All the idea required was a razor 
blade, 
Cut Initials 


One night the Hollywood police 
responded to a hurry call to the 
place where the girl was living and 
they found her on the floor in a 
critical condition. She was rushed 
to a Hollywood hospital where it 
was found that the letter “K” had 
been carved on her chest and arms 
with blood trickling from the places 
where the initials appeared. When 
the girl recovered her composure 
she told the police a weird story of 
how she had been trailed across the 
continent by a mysterious man of 
the underworld. She declared the 
man had gained entrance to her 
apartment by scaling a wall in the 
rear and climbed through a win- 
dow. The police and newspapers 
fell for the hoax and gave the young 
woman plenty of space. Finally the 
story showed implausibilities, with 
the young lady confessing what she 
had done. Her folks were com- 
municated with and she is now back 
home. 


Another racket of the publicity 
seekers is to stage general press 


Film.’’* 


Preordained 


*__ the final result of the motion picture 


on the screen was preordained from the day 
that Edison got his first sample of Eastman — 


- That was in 1889. And today the film 
that made motion pictures practical 1s the 
film that makes the most of the cinema- 
tographer’s art and carries all the quality 
through to the screen—Eastman Film. 


*Page 209 “A Million and One 
Nights,the History of the Motion 
Picture”——by Terry Ramsaye. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


dinners to which daily newspaper 
writers, fan magazine writers, serv- 
ice writers and trade press repre- 
sentatives have been invited. As a 
result, these dinners cost the one 
desiring the publicity anywhere 
from $300 to $1,000. About 70 per 
cent. of the daily newspaper service 
writers and trade men stay away 
from these affairs, with the result 
that the only ones who encourage 
the publicity seeker are a few meal- 
grabbing newspaper people and a 
score of friends of the press agents 
who know they can get a little 
liquid libation. Very little free 
space is obtained, outside of that 
given by a couple of woman chatter 
writers on Los Angeles dailies, 

An actress well known on the 
sereen several years ago always 
earricd the respect of many 10cal 
newspapers and chatter writers. She 
had been out of the gume for a year 
or more, with her financial status 
not permitting her to entertain as 
lavishly as she did at the apex of 
her career. She decided to make a 
sereen comeback and got an impor- 
tant part in a picture. The week 
before the picture was released she 
staged a little afternoon tea party 
for the usual mailing list. The 
party was held on a Saturday after- 
noon in a single apartment in an 
exclusive section of Hollywood. She 
figured it was a triumph for her to 
have so many notables of the press 
to pay homage to her hospitality, 
even though most had to line up 
in the hallway to be served tea. 
The gang realizing the limitations 
of her circumstances decided she 
was entitled to a break, and have 
been giving her a lot of publicity, 
which it is said to have been re- 
sponsible in a measure for her 
working steadily since. 


The practice of giving dinners to 
the press is not alone confined to 
picture players. Recently a cafe 
owner in Hollywood considered he 
had as much right to get free space 
as picture people. He had 
establishment remodeled and also 
ehanged its name. He decided to 
stage a grand press dress re- 
hearsal for his opening. Sending 
200 invites, only five members of the 
press showed up, and all were men 
from the advertising departments of 
the daily newspapers. He had pre- 
pared food for the 200 and is said 
to have stood a loss of around $400 
and no publicity. 

Camera Man, Too 

Recently a camcra man decided 
he was entitled to as much publicity 
as stars and directors would get 
with whom he was working. He 
decided to give a blowout for some 
men representing small trade pa- 
pers. The party was _ lavishly 
staged and it cost him $200. His 
name never reached the print col- 
umns of any of the daily papers 
and in only one of the trade maga- 
zines, a local Hollywood publication 

The editors of the local dailies 
seem to be set against the gag 
of a certain couple who have 
worked on both stage and screen 
who every six months or so have 
announced a separation or pending 
divorce .and then reunited. The 
papers fell for this story for two 
years. When it was pulled here 
again recently they did not go for it. 

There are a great many free-lance 
press agents employed by _ estab- 
lished stars and featured players. 
These make their clients spend an 
abundance of money at various 
times of the year, such as Easter. 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New 
Yeai’s, by sending flowers and other 
gifts to a score of woman chatter 
writers on dailies, newspapers and 
with fan magazines, 

A girl playing in pictures, but 
without getting very far, is the wife 
of an alleged trade paper editor in 
Hollywood. Her favorite stunt to 
attract attention is to appear in the 
shopping section of Hollywood in 
overalls. 

Then there is a well-known direc- 
tor who wants to create the im- 
pression that he is eccentric and 
different by going to formal func- 
tions wearing a slouch cap and a 
colored shirt with a dinner coat. 

Another director who wants to be 
up to the minute is always seen 
with an opera cape and cane, the 
latter a rather unusual sight in 
Hollywood. 

One of the best stunts recently 
pulled was that of a sanctimonious 
producer who came to Hollywood 
With a star and wanted the press 
to give this actor a great welcome. 
He staged a lavish party at the 
studio with plenty of cake and 
grave juice. 

A director working at the same 


studio saw that the party was 
rather dry and invited the news- 
paper folks into his office, where 
he had a libation hetter liked by 
ihe press people. This stunt broke 
up the reception for the star, whe |! 


noticed the newspaper people walk | 


rudely away and gave the director 
a cordial standing with the mob 
of writers. This was reflected a 
few days later when his press agent 
pulled a hoax stunt that was printed 
all around, while the actor who was 
to have gotten the great hand ree 
ceived no space at all. 


Young Couples Fall for 
Free Wedding and Cash. 


Topeka, April 17. 

Advertising for one bridal pair; 
J. Earl Hayes, publicity man for the 
Jayhawk theatre here, was swamped 
with pairs of lovers who didn’t care 
where they were married just so 
they were wedded free with a cash 
bonus thrown in. 

Hayes conceived the idea that a 
stage wedding with bridesmaids 
and everything would be a good 
stunt to bring ’em in for the Gil- 
bert-Garbo picture, “Love,” here 
this week. He inserted one ad in 
the morning paper; the next day he 
had applications from six engaged 
couples. 

The plan was expanded to accome 
modate the first four couples, with 
a different wedding on 
nightly. 


Fire Trap Burned 


Monmouth, I, April 147. 

The Fine Arts theatre, operated 
by W. H. Woods, J. W. Clendenin, 
and Eriing Larsons, picture house, 
known through central Plinois as 
one of the worst firetraps in the 
state, burned in the early morning 
last week, with loss of over $20,- 
000. Half the loss was covered by 
insurance, 

The theatre was formerly the old 
Pattee opera house, frame struc- 
ture, opened Jan. 30, 1893, and for 
@ quarter of a century a road show 
house. Erected in 1851, prior to its 
conversion int. a theatre by J. W. 
Pattee, it had been a Presbyterian 
and later the Unity church. 


WILL KING IN CALIF. 
San Francisco, April 17. 
Fanchon and Marco are bringing 
Will King’s Musical Comedy Come 
pany from Portland to open and ale 
ternate on a split week basis be- 
tween Fresno and San Jose. 


The company will produec one 
new show weekly and t:ivel be- 
tween the two towns. Fanchon and 


Marco presentations will fill up the 
open days in each burg. 


JOE SINAI 


The Little Drummer Boy 
and His Band 


CALIFORNIA SAN JOSE 
West Coast Theatres 


KOCH 


SOLO ORGANIST 
Publix Capito!) Theatre 


Des Moines, lowa 
Broadcasting Daily Concerts 


Through Station WHO 


“MITEY” 


ANN LEAF 


AT THE WURLITZER 
METROPOLITAN, LOS ANGELES 


“THE HALF-PINT OF BLUES” 


NORA 


SCHILLER 


Headlining for Fanchon and Marco 
Indefinitely 


JOHN and HARRIET 


Dancing Specialties Plus Per- iw lity 


the stage’ 


Appreciation to Fanchon ard 
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Small-time vaudeville 
— the rocky road to } 
glory — where actors ; 
work from matinee 
"till _ unconscious. 
An engine whistles — 
an auto honks—but a 
wife walks right in: < 
|‘Old Flat-foot is no 
dancer — he’s just a 
‘mammy-singer with 
his knees lifted.” 
i 
SS 


like animal acts 
better — they re not as 
dumb _as magicians. 


After two hours of 
walking, Wiz was so 
hungry he could have 
eaten a Zebra and 
enjoyed every stripe. 


Member Motion ant of Asmerica Wil) Haye 
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RIVOLI, NEW YORK 
“SPEEDY” FIRST WEEK BREAKS THE 
HOUSE RECORD BY MORE THAN 
FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS. 


- 
DALLAS, HOUSTON, FT. WORTH 
“SPEEDY” FIRST “SPEEDY” OPENED TO MARVELOUS 
BIGGEST WEEK THIS HOUSE HAS BUSINESS PALACE, DALLAS, METRO- 
EVER HAD BY AT LEAST TWO THOU- POLITAN, HOUSTON, WORTH, FT. _ 
SAND DOLLARS. FIRST WEEK AT - WORTH. AUDIENCE REACTION BEST 
TIVOLI BIGGEST WEEK EVER WITH EVER. ALL HOUSES DID STANDOUT 
ONE EXCEPTION. BUSINESS. 
KY., MARION, IND 
“SPEEDY” 10"; [ISVILLE, KY. HAVEN 47 
AND MARION, IND. 70 BIGGER BUSI- . SPEEDY” BROKE EVERY RECORD 
NESS THAN ANY #REVIOUS LLOYD OLYMPIA EVER HAD. CROWDS 
PICTURE. PUBI..C AND PRESS UNAN- 9 h h 9 STOOD IN RAIN WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
IMOUS IN ACCLAIMING PICTURE. wires gettin ot rusnin WAITING TO GET IN AND LAST DAY 
LOOK FOR SEVERAL N¥.\W RECORDS. cartons WAS BIGGEST DAY 
news of records broken by rene =f 
Produced by * ee 99 A | 
Harold Lloyd ] nn e e Paramount 
Corporation Release 
: and before August Ist 
_ EMIL JANNINGS BEBE DANIELS . POLA NEGRI ESTHER RALSTON 4 
**Street of Sin’”’ “The Fifty-Fifty Girl”’ “Three Sinners”’ *““Half a Bride”’ 
and another 
q CLARA BOW THOMAS MEIGHAN FLORENCE VIDOR 
. “Ladies of the BEER Y-HATTON “The Racket” **The Magnificent Flirt 
ADOLPHE MENJOU FRED THOMSON 
GEORGE BANCROFT “A Night of Mystery” “Kit Carson”’ FIELDS-CONKLIN 
“The Drag Net”’ **His Tiger Lady”’ **Sunset Legion” **Fools for Luck’’ 


business you’re 


playing PARAMOUNT! 
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British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 


London, April 6. 


Passing of “Dawn” 

After an all-night sitting the full 
meeting of the London County Coun- 
cil gave permission for “Dawn” te 
be shown in the London area on 
condition no children under 16 are, 
admitted without parents, all post- 
ers (pictorial and text) to be sub- 
mitted for the L. C. C.’s approval, 
and formal permission to be applied 
for by all theatres before showing 
the film. 

This decision only affects the 
County of London, but Middlesex 
has also passed “Dawn” for that 
county, and in most cases other local 
authorities will take the same line. 


NOW! 
9 GD 


WEST COAST’S BROADWAY 
PORTLAND, ORE, 


pEN 


GINGER 


ROGERS 
Week April 15—CAPITOL, DETROIT 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


ANOTHER FANCHON & MARCO 


ALFRED 


BROWER 


‘World’s Fastest Russian Dancer 
Dir. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


IDEA’ 


Master of Ceremonies 
WALT. 
ROESNER 


| CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


When the Censor Board refused 
to pass the film, bookings of $250,000 
nae been made here, but W. & F. 

tm Company, distributors for the 

tish market, cancelled all exhib- 

3 contracts and are now offer- 

ye picture at around three times 

prices previously signed for. 

‘ & quick release to cash in on 

t!. agitation, these increased prices 

will be paid in most cases, and 

“Dawn” is now likely to gross be- 
tween $600,000 and $700,000 here. 

The position of the Board of Cen- 
sors is now becoming involved. Fol- 
lowing’ the reversal of its decision, 
or rather its absence of one on “King 
of Kings,” and this “Dawn” busi- 
ness, a feeling has been produced as 
to the possibility of reversing the 
board’s rulings at any moment. 
Which, as the board is appointed 
and paid by the distributors, both 
American and native, operating 
here, results in a funny situation 
and will undoubtedly lead to the 
revision of the board’s rules and 
methods. 

Doubling for Stroheim? 

Georg Jacoby, German director 
who megaphoned “The Fake,” has 
finished shooting “The Physician” 
for the Gaumont Company. He has 
taken 90,000 feet for a picture which 
is to be cut to eight reels. 

Business Not So Good 

Few of the West End picture 
houses have had over-much audi- 
ence this week, usually the case im- 
mediately preceding Easter. The 
Plaza, holding in “The Last Com- 
mand” for the third week, is fairly 
thin, and the Tivoli is not doing too 
much business with “Moulin Rouge,” 
which comes out April 12. Since the 
first week, when it played to good 
money on novelty, the Palladium 
has had a very thin time. The Gen- 
eral Theatres Corp. worried about 
the possibility of continuing its 
kine-vaud policy. The Capitol, with 
a straight picture program, is do- 
ing so much better than the Pal- 
ladium, and the Gibbons-Szarvasy 
crowd is thinking hard right now. 

About People 

John Warr, 42, former editor of 
the “Performer” (organ of the Va- 
riety Artistes’ Federation) and later 
theatre and film writer for the 
“People,” died suddenly March 31. 

Sir Marti. Harvey arrives here 
May 3 from Canada to play lead in 
film version of his play, “The Burgo- 
master of Stilemonde,” for British 
Filmcraft. 


Ernest Fredman, owner of the 


London “Film Daily,” aiiiaio in 
court through his counsel, paid costs 
and donated $250 to the Film Trade 
Benevolent, for having said a review 
printed by Sam Harris in the “Cin- 
ema” of “The Circus” was done by 
someone who had never seen the 
picture. Fredman saw the Chaplin 
film in Paris before it was shown 
here and slammed it: Harris replied 
with glowing review claimed to be 
written by a British exhibitor who 
had seen the film in New York. 
Manning Haynes, who left Pathe 
when the fusion with First National 
took place because he was afraid 
he might have to play second fiddle 
to Graham Cutts, is likely to go 
back, now Bruce Johnson has seen 
Haynes’ production of “The Ware 


Case.” Not unneedfully, this is a 
vast improvement on “Passion 
Island.” 


Maria Corda, here to play lead in 
“Tessha,” saw some tests of herself 
by the scheduled cameraman, 
screamed the roof off and demanded 
and got a new photographer. So 
now Wernher Brandes, who 
cameraed “Moulin Rouge,” is mak- 
ing her look screen beautiful. You 
can get away with all the tempera- 
mental stuff in the world in the 
British studios—so long as you come 
from abroad. 

Earl St. John, general manager 
of the Plaza and the Carlton for 
Famous, is sick with flu and over- 
strain. Had a tough time engineer- 
ing the turning over of the Carlton 
to Famous as a picture house, as 
possibility of uproar over another 
American distributor theatre was 
acute. 

Up to the end of this week 49 
organizations have applied to the 
Board of Trade for registration 
under the Films Bill. These include 
the eight major American distribu- 
tors represented in this market. 

“Dawn” went into the Palladium 
Thursday (April 5) following the 
passing by the L. C. C. Acts and 
presentations will have to stay out 
as the position created by the 
L. C. C.’s passing does not allow 
anything else in the bill except the 
film. 

Graham Cutts has finished “God’s 
Clay” for Pathe-F. N., and prepara- 
tions are now going on for the pre- 
miere in London and the scheduling 
of the unit’s next production. 

Herbert Wilcox well on with in- 
teriors of “The Woman in White,” 
Blanche Sweet in the leading role. 
Shooting at the Stoll Studios, 
Cricklewood. 


Another Small Timer 


After some stalling and a denial, 
the fact is now that Charles F. 
Bernhard, managing British Exhib- 
itors’ Co., which handles Tif- 


fany-Stahl product here, is associat- 


ed with L. J. Clement and F. N. 
Fitzgerald in a theatre promotion 
on 26 houses in various parts o: the | 
kingdom, including the Hippodrome 
and the Pavilion, Poplar. Jack 
Rothstein, who will be chairman of 
the new company, is owner of these 


two houses, 


and they 
for $5,000,000. 


are floating 


U Closing 


And Retains Central 


Universal will board up the Col- 
ony, on Broadway, near 53d street, 
this Sunday but has renewed its 
lease on the Central, where “Man 


Who Laughs” (U) comes in April 
27. Both “We Americans” ana 
“Uncle Tom's Cabin,” Universal's 
$2 Broadway duet, close Sunday. 

U's lease on the Central would 
have expifed May 20. Its renewal 
will hold the house for U through- 
out the summer. The producing- 
distributing company is understood 
to have about four and a half years 
to go on its lease of the Colony un- 
der a rental that approximates 
$300,000 annually, with $225,000 of 
that net for B. S. Moss. It was pro- 
posed to revive “Hunting Big Game 
in Africa” here following “We 
Americans,” but this plan has been 
abandoned by U and the house sim- 
ply goes dark only to open if an- 
other twice daily film wants the 
house, whether belonging to U or 
any other company. 


IMPERIAL, FRISCO, DARK 


San Francisco, April 17. 

Dan Markowitz, operator of smal 
grind houses, flopped with his first 
attempt to put over the Imperial, 
former extended run house for Pub- 
lix and West Coast. 

House went dark following one 
week’s operation with a Universal! 
first run. Future policy or plans 
will be determined. Meanwhile the 
screen is idle. 


Fox House Managers Leaving 


Ed Long and J. F. McKeon, re- 
spectively house managers of the 
Gaiety and Globe, playing Fox pic- 
tures, are leaving in two weeks. 

Cutting down of personnel is for 
the annual summer curtailment by 
Fox. 


ut an 


of Edueation 


CHEAP SCHOOL FILMS OUT 


Exhibs Agree Rather to 
Show Free Pictures 


Buffalo, April 18. 

Further showings of picture films 
to children in public schools here 
admiesion price has been 
banned by edict of Superintendent 
Hartwell, following 
lodged with the school 
the M. P. T. O., Buffalo 


Buffalo 


protests 
board by 
zone, 

It has been the practice of vari- 
ous public schools to raise moneys 
for funds by picture showings at a 
usual admission of 4.5 cents. In 
return for the courtesy of the 
board's prohibition, exhibitors have 
agreed to supply film gratis to any 
school on request for free showe 
ings. 


Now a part of 
PUBLIX STAGE 
SHOWS 
And Clicking 
Nicely 
14th Big Week 
at the GRANADA 
San Francisco 


OWEN SWEETEN 


WwoopDs 


MILLER 


SONGS PLUS PERSONALITY 


In “Diving Venus” Idea, with Thanks 
to Fanchon and Marco 


‘HERMIE’ KING 
M. of C. and Band Leader 


Direction FANCHON AND MARCO 
Now—PORTLAND, ORE. 


“FOR 


NO REASON AT 


ALL” 


SEATTLE Acclaimed Him a Riot on His Return to the 


Sth AVENUE THEATRE 


“THERE MUST BE A REASON” 
FROM $14,000 TO $21,000—SOME INCREASE! 


Read What the Seattle Critics Say: 


HARRY MILLS 


applause, 


again proved himself 


Woman,” with Greta 


It all revolves about Eddie, 
house left no mistake as to its welcome, 
whether it be judged by the prolonged 
the number of encores de- 
manded or the banks of flowers that 
came onto the stage. 


Take Eddie Peabody, who on Friday 


that has trod the stage of the Fifth 
Avenue theatre; add a stage show which 
in interest and verve matches anything 
that Fanchon and Marco have ever sent 
us, and pile on top of this “The Divine 


the picture, and you have what is easily 
the best show this house has had. 


“THE STAR” 
and the 


the best showman 


Garbo starred for 


EVERHARDT ARMSTRONG 


“POST-INTELLIGENCER” 


He’s back! 
Eddie Peabody, 


They Like Him 


He’s still the same zestful personality. 
And, yes, as a special favor to admiring 
throngs that insist upon it, he’s still 
offering a8 an encore the 
Blues,” played as only Eddie Peabody can 
play it, not forgetting the wild leap at 
the finish that has helped to make him 
famous. 


“St. 


dynamic little band- 
master and virtuoso of the banjo, stepped 
before the curtain at the Fifth Avenue 
last night to be greeted by applause of 
the kind that only genuine popularity 
ever earns. 
And before he had finished the stage 
was banked with floral tributes to his 
skill as an entertainer, a skill that has 
not deserted him during the months he 
had been playing under West Coast’s 
management in other cities, 


Louis 


day yesterday. 


and “Gogo,” 


with him. 


GLENN SCHOLINE “TIMES” 


Eddie Peabody, the popular banjo boy, 
received one of the most enthusiastic re- 
ceptions that has ever been accorded at 
the Fifth Avenue Theatre on his opening 
His banjo numbers and 
songs are just what the audience wants 
to hear and yesterday he had a hard time 
getting off the stage without playing 
twice as long as his allotted time. 
before, he is supported by Jimmie Maisel, 
the little co-ed who ap- 
peared with him last summer, is again 


As 


“HOUSE RECORDS GO---WHERE 


PEABODY © 


MES 
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Literati 


“Trib’s’ Pineapple Laurels 


The Chicago “Tribune” used a 
full page of advertising space in 
the New York “Timé@s” Saturday, 


filled it with the brainiest bit of 
publicity the newspaper trades have 


seen in many ua day. Headed “Chi- 
‘ago an Again Walk Proudly 
Among the Cities,” it commented 


tersely upon the overthrow of the 

Thompson political machine in the 
recent primaries in these terms: 
“The victory is not the work 
of one man or of a factional 
machine. It is the work of an 
outraged citizenship resolved to 
end the corruption, the machine 
gunning, the pineapple-ing and 


Master of 
Ceremonies 
with 


Fanchon and Marco 


“Ideas” 


indefinitely 
Loew’s Warfield 


SAN FRANCISCO 


LISTED AMONG 
THE BEST 
BOX OFFICE 
ATTRACTIONS 
ARE 


PRODUCTIONS 


Distributed by 


FOX 


the plundering which have 
made the state and the city 
(Chicago) a reproach through- 
out the civilized world. 

“These campaign days bring 
out newspaper values. In this 
overthrow of the bosses is seen 
a great victory for the Tribune. 
During the campaign Thomp- 
son, Small and Smith roared 
invective, curses and acuusa- 
tions against the Tribune. 

“The words and cartoons of 
the Chicago Tribune brought 
frenzied attacks. The accounts 
in the other newspapers left the 
political pool unrippled. 

“They have given a greater 
testimonial to Chicago Tribune 
influence than any friend of the 
Chicago Tribune could give. 
They have acknowledged only 
one Chicago newspaper their 
enemy. 

“The Thompson machine is 
smashed. It took a long time 
to do it. In years to come, cun- 
ning hands may build other 
political machines of corrup- 
tion in Chicago. The World's 
Greatest Newspaper will be on 
the job to smash them, too.” 

Of course, ‘The Trib’ did not men- 
tion this was the first winning po- 
litical side it has been on in 10 
years, or that its violent opposition 
to the Thompson regime surprised 


Chicago. Out there they thought 
“The Trib’ was semi-conservative 
at least. 


P. A., Publisher 

How some press agents gather 
their incentive for becoming pub- 
lishers of magazines with national 
circulation is being borne out by 
the publicist for the English Chan- 
nel’s Swede conqueror, Mille Gade 
Corson. 

The agent, incidentally, is Martin 
Stern, well known for his type- 
writer flickerings at Paramount 
and other film factories. Tired of 
all of this, but still holding onto 


Carson, Stern is in one of his first 
issues of “The Swimmer.” This, 
he claims, is the title of the mag- 
agazine sponsored by the Interna- 


tional Swimmers’ Association, of 
which he is the editor. The new 
paper derives its advertising from 
swimming holes in the local athletic 
wet belts. 


“Telegraph’s” Tab Mag 

Early in May the New York 
“Telegraph,” the sports daily, will 
condense its amusement depart- 
ments on Sunday into a tab maga- 
zine, At present the amusement 
section is spread over the paper. 

A report “The Telegraph” will 
reduce its present sale price of 
10c. to 3c. about the same time is 
said to be without authenticity. 


“Delineator” Copping 

Following its recent drop in price 
from 25 to 10 cents, “Delineator” is 
‘trying to overtake the other wo- 
men’s magazines by signing up 
,;some of the most important fiction 
writers. The publication has en- 
ticed both Peter B. Kyne and Con- 
‘ingsby Dawson away from the “Cos- 
| mopolitan,” with Kyne to do three 
| serials for ‘“Delineator.” 
| 


“Graphic” Is Going Ritz? 
Strange as the report sounds, 
| Macfadden’s New York “Evening 
Graphic” is said to be about ready 


‘to slap on the ritz. First indica- 


Indefinitely, 


MARCO IDEAS 


The Sensation 


BENNY RUBIN 


Master of Ceremonies 


Loew's State Theatre 


of Los Angeles 


QUAR 


THE 


FOURSOME 


NOW ON RADIO FOR NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


daily will serap its “Lonely Heart” 
department and replace it by bridge 
questions and answers. 

Not much doubt but that the 


circulation holder, if not maker, the 
|*Graphic’ has had, with its Fair- 
‘fax bunk and a great head in 
|“Lonely Hearts.” Or perhaps the 
i“Graphic” is showing impatience 
with its tab rep as the circulation 
| eased off, or if the sale has eased 
jon, then it may believe the added 
| readers may be held by giving high 
j}class opinions on the way to an- 
| swer your partner when losing at 
bridge. 


Mark Twain and Jewels 


A Mark Twain story that isn’t 
heard around so often has to do 
with the famous humorist’s trip to 
Europe to study the newspaper sit- 
uation. Returning to this country 
j}and making an after-dinner speech, 
| Twain was quoted as saying: 

“There isn’t much difference be- 
; tween Park Row and Fleet Street. 
; Newspapers on both sides have 
‘their bulletin boards upon which 
}are posted the latest news items. 
| One thing I noticed in passing along 
Fleet Street was a bulletin which 
said, ‘Lady Huntingsworth’'s jewels 
disappear,’ and under it, ‘Mark 
Twain arrives,’ ” 


Fellowes’ 23 Years 


Dexter Fellowes, dean of circus 
press agents, has spent 23 years of 
his 35 years as a ballyhooer with the 
Ringling-Barnum Circus. He has 
formed the widest circle of newspa- 
per acquaintances ever claimed by 
any one man, 

This year’s chief space grabbing 
feature for Fellowes is the sea ele- 
phant; last year it was the sacred 
white elephant. 

When the circus leaves Madison 
Square Garden it will play 100 
towns in 25 weeks. Although there 
are three others on the Ringling 
publicity staff, Fellowes will make 
about 50 towns for the purpose of 
renewing friendships with newspa- 
permen and incidentally getting 
page one display for the elephantine 
freak and other features of the big 
show. 


Roy Howard on “Telegram” 


Roy W. Howard, chairman of the 
board of the Scripps-Howard news- 
paper chain, has been sitting in as 
editor of the New York “Telegram.” 
W. L. Sturdevant, editor of the 
“Telegram” since it was taken over 
from the Munsey interests, is now 
assisting G. B. Parker, editorial di- 
rector of the Scripps-Howard pa- 
pers on a temporary assignment, it 
was said. Sturdevant’s name, how- 
ever, has been removed from the 
masthead of the “Telegram.” 


Publishers Next Week 


Next week will see the annual 
convention of the American News- 
paper Publishers’ Convention, in- 
cluding an Associated Press, Hearst 
and Scripps-Howard conclave. Mon- 
day to Thursday, inclusive, will 
cover the powwow. The main head- 
quarters will be at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, where the syndicates and 
national services have prepared ex- 
hibits. 


Best Photographed 

Aviators, as might be expected, 
are the most photographed class 
of people, having copped top honors 
from bathing beauties during the 
past year, according to Arthur So- 
renson, news editor of Pacific and 
Atlantic Photos, the Chicago 
“Tribune”’-New York “Daily News” 
picture syndicate, Col. Charles A. 
Lindbergh leads the list, of course, 
with more than 7,000 different nega- 
tives in the P. & A, files. Com- 
mander Byrd is next with 2,500 
views of him filed, while the syn- 
dicate has close to 2,000 plates 
showing Clarence Chamberlin. 

President Coolidge is photograph- 
ed practically every other day and 
the P. & A. files hold about 1,500 
different views of the President. 


Pizet With Liveright 
Washington Pizet joins Horace 
Liveright April 15 to succeed Mau- 
rice A. Hanline, made a vice-presi- 
| dent of the Boni & Liveright pub- 


\lishing enterprise, who is now liead- 


quartered in London as the pub- 
lishers’ contact man and general 
British representative. 

Pizet will do both literary and 
production detail, possibly assisting 
Louis Cline on the theatrical end. 


Rascoe Leaves “Bookman” 
Burton Rascoe has resigned as 
editor of “The Bookman,” having 
had differences with Seward Collins, 
| the publisher, as to editorial policy. 


| Both are financially interested in 
ithe monthly, which Rascoe has 


tion is the report that the evening 


“Lonely Heart” thing was the best 


jazzed up into important rating in 
the few months he has been in 
control. 

One tiff revolved about Broad- 
way and theatrical text, Collins be- 
ing of the opinion Rascoe was 
buying too much of that for “The 
Bookman,” not being in accordance 
with general policy and allegedly 
limited in appeal. 

“The Bookman” for April came 
out around 20 days late, 


Hearst’s Annual Whoopee Off 


For the first time in a dozen years 
the King Features Syndicate 
(Hearst) annual “Lark” to the vis- 
iting publishers at the New York 
convention will not occur this Aprll. 
The American Newspaper Publish- 
ers’ Association convenes from 
April 23-27, but the big show, feed 
and whoopee at the Friars Club is 
out. 

M. Koenigsberg, who until a few 
weeks ago was the head of the 
King organization and the Hearst 
news service, has resigned and the 
succeeding management is not in 
accord with the celebrations, which 
were nationally famous affairs at 
which tremendous shows’ were 
given, big doings were in order and 
when the Friars suspended all rules 
and allowed women (performers) in 
the monastery. 
This year the Friars are giving 
Koenigsberg a dinner on Sunday. 
April 22: It is expected that the 
advance guard of newspaper owners 
and editors will attend, at the As- 
tor, but not as the guests of any 
syndicate. An imposing array of 
speakers will occupy the dais. 
Mayor Walker will head the table 
talent, George M. Cohan will be 
toastmaster and Willie Collier will 
be “agent.” A show of magnitude 
will follow, with William Morris 
chairman of entertainment 
committee. 

Koenigsberg has not as yet an- 
nounced any future plans, even to 
his intimate friends. 


Prisoners Who Write 


Ever since Ernest Booth, erst- 
while bank robber and now con- 
tributor to the “American Mer- 
cury,” broke into print and pictures 
by “Ladies of the Mob,” the war- 
den of San Quentin (Cal.) prison 
has been having a tough time with 
the inmates. They have all turned 
literary, seeing no reason why their 
experiences shouldn’t make maga- 
zine and movie material. 

So heavy has been the rush of 
outgoing mail to editors and pic- 
ture studios and so equally heavy 
the incoming mail with returned 
manuscripts, that an extra clerical 
force had to be put to work, with 
the result that the prison authori- 
ties have banned all further literary 
efforts on the part of inmates. 


National Press Club’s Bond Issue 
A bond issue of the National 
Press Building Corporation, owner 
of the new Press Club structure in 
Washington, is to be offered to the 
public. Love, Macomber & Co. of 
49 Wall street is heading the syn- 
dicate handling the issue. It con- 
sists of 6% pler cent general mort- 
gage sinking fund gold bonds. 


Club Fellow Modernized 


“The Club Fellow,” the most con- 
servative and classiest of the 
weekly society mags, will change 
{ts make-up, currently with the in- 
duction of H. Gordon Duval as its 
new editor. The weekly was estab- 
lished 30 years ago, and has main- 
tained the same form since. Duval 


aims to make it more modern and 
sprightlier, even to the inaugurae- 
tion of a dramatic department, 


“Art” Mags Back 

Emboldened by lack of action on 
the part of the authorities follow. 
ing their recent tussle, the “art” 
magazines are back on the news- 
stands in full force. 

About a year ago one of the “art” 
magazine publishers got into dif- 


objected to the products being sent 
through the mails, with the police 
also threatening to take a hand be- 
cause of their undue display. It 
caused the publications to be hid- 
den underneath the news counters 
for a time. 


Natalie Messenger editing “Pep 


FRED 
BERRENS 


Went into the 


FOX 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
With His 


AMPICO 


And Clicked! 


WAS HELD OVER 
THIS WEEK AS A 


RUSSIANIZED 


Master of Ceremonies 


For “The Russian Revelry” 
Without His 


AMPICO 


And Is Again Clicking! 
Abe Lasfogel Wm. Morris Office 


FREDDIE MARTIN 


“Observer-Dispatch,” Utiera, N. 
Said: “Freddie Martin proved to be 
one of the most extraordinary char- 
acter eccentric dancers ever to ap- 
pear here. He appears to be double- 
jointed, dances like the Dan Daly of 
old, and his character numbers are 
worthy of Fred Stone.” 


Week April 16, Harding, Chicago, Hl. 
Direction MAX TURNER 
WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


JESSE 


PARAMOUNT, 


“WAS IT A DREAM” 


(Spier & Coslow) 


THE 


CRAWFORD 
ORGAN CONCERT 


MRS. CRAWFORD AT THE STAGE CONSOLE 
PROGRAM WEEK BEGINNING SATURDAY, APRIL 14 


(De Sylva, Brown & Henderson) 


“THAT BRAND NEW MODEL OF MINE” 


(Shapiro-Bernstein) 
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NATIONAL 


ELL | 
SCREEN 


YOUR MOST EFFECTIVE SALESMAN 


SERVICE. 


ficulties with the authorities who. 


4 
| | = 
| | 
| 
Stories.” 
at 
| ‘a (@) | 
| | 
| 
| \] f | 
| | 
| | | | _ | 
| | | 
a | | | | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
I | | | > 
| | | = 
| ° 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


VARIETY 


BROADWAY WELCOMES 


Somnolent Melodist 
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MAD HOUR 


Robert Kane's production. First National 
release. Directed by Jos. C. Boyle, under 
the supervision of Allan Dwan. Based upon 
the Elinor Glfn boek, ‘‘The Man and the 
Moment.’ Continuity by Tom J. Geraghty. 
Featuring Alice White, Lowell Sherman, 
Sally O'Neil and Larry Kent. At Strand, 
New York, week Apri] 14. Running time, 
about 75 minutes. : 
PUTT TTT Sally O'Neil 


Jack Hemmingway, Jr........Donald Reed 
Elmer Larry Kent 
Henmingway, Trevor 
Inspector..... James Farley 
Modiste..... Rose Dione 
Tully Marshall 
Livingston 
Chauffeur...... TT TTT Eagan 
Jai! Matron.... eoee-Kate Price 
Police Matron.. ecees Mary Foy 


Funny kind of a picture: “Mad 
Hour.” Funny because it’s apt to 
please the flap specie or, again in 
the countryside and neighborhoods, 
where they believe what they read, 
and this through the picture’s open- 
ing scenes. These latter are held up 
through their ‘moral lesson,” the 
-bunco for getting them in there, as 
they are a bit raw and loud, with a 
bedroom scene rawer and louder. 


Otherwise the picture is full of 
more holes than the Swiss national 
product. And the title is -or the box 
office, with the Elinor Glyn name 
tacked on. The late Laura Jean 
Libbey used to write this kind of 
mush with the reverse. Elinor 
seems to slap it on,.and the sce- 
narist probably landed some more 
slaps. And if you don’t lear those 
on the sides lines at Burbank hol- 
lering, “Make it hotter!” then you 
have no imag. 

Right off the reel it goes warm 
and keeps on heating up, until the 
juv and the gal, while stewed, get 


RUDOLPH 


SCHRAEGER 


FEATURED ORGANIST 


4th Consecutive Yeur with 
West Coast Theatres 


DARLING TWINS 


FEATURED IN 


“MIKADO OF JAZZ” 


Direction MAX TURNER 
WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


married, to wake up the next morn- 
ing in a hotel room’s double bed. 
From the way they accepted that 
situation one might be almost con- 
vinced it was a daily or morning 
occurrence with both. That's why 
there is no sympathy in this pic- 
ture, even when the poor gal had to 
go to jail as the other also had to in 
“Street Angel,” both for a year, and 
perhaps the same jail set, and both 
gude gurls. 

Then the irate Hemmingway, the 
elder, came in, disowned the son 
and the hotel bill came due just in 
time for a crook to get the girl-wife 
to deliver some stolen jewels. The 
police got her anc she got a year. 
Here’s where Elinor needed a dram- 
atist. 

While in jail her baby was born, 
her husband «nnulled the marriage, 
and the day her sentence expired 
she reached the Hemmingway home 
as her former husvand was marry- 
ing the girl he had been engaged to 
before the stew party came off. 

Sad, yes, indeedy. 

But the finish was sadder—and 
costlier. The mother without a hus- 
band and with baby taken away, 
borrowed the bridal auto, raced it 
down the roads, thought of every- 
thing that had happened in the past, 
with only the screey watching the 
speedometer. What could happen? 
It did. Over the cliff to finis. 

That stewing up in the early part 
is the morality tale, of how young 
girls drink booze in roadsters when 
colleze bkovs have enough money to 
buy it. The moral seems to be a 
terrible slam at prohibition, for why 
should college boys buy booze when 
they have rich fathers? Don’t the 
old man ever buy? Which com- 
poses another moral: the older you 
get. the smarter—maybe. 

But here the booze, the stews, the 
party and the marriage in the mid- 
dle of the night may intrigue the 
sticks. and also perhaps others. It’s 
the only possible savior for this pic- 
ture, made well enough and directed 
quite nicely, but not any too well 
played bv anyone excepting Donald 
Reed. He has the sap college role 
and worked it neatly both ways. - 

Other than Sally O’Neil, who did 
better every so often with a low 
average, the other featured players. 
Alice White and Larry Kent, were 
lost in the shuffle, with Kent out 
early. While Lowell Sherman had 
another walk through, he is prob- 
ably earning more money more 
easily than any actor in Hollywood. 
If he ever gets a role with work in 
it besides wearing a high hat, he 
should holler. 

Strictly a two-people picture, with 
many characters named, to make it 
harder, and 75 minutes for the film 
is much too long. First National 


appears to be getting to the 75- 


minute line on al] regular features. 
Unless it’s a request from the ex- 
hibs, they should save the footage. 

“Mad Hour” is worth taking @ 
chance on if the advance publicity 
dares go into the subject of how 
young people go wrong, or why. For 
that’s the only guts in this pale 
story. And as that occurs in the 
first part and the picture can’t be 
run backwards, it must be borne 
down on to make the film stand up. 


L’EQUIPAGE 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, April 7. 


After a flattering trade show this 
patriotic picture has been put into 
the Imperial Cinema here under 
favorable conditions by the Alliance 
Europene. The story of “The 
Crew,” adapted from the novel of 
G. Kessel, deals with the war, main- 
ly with the aviation section. 

Performances with airplanes are 
a thrilling attraction, and in 
“L’Equipage,” distributed by the 
Lutece Film Co., there are many air 
thrills. 

There is also a good plot, slight 
as it may be, with strong dramatic 


effect. A young lieutenant, new- 
comer, is drafted to an aviation 
camp for the first time. Without 


apparent reason he is at once dis- 
liked by his future companions, and 
everything possible is done to make 
him feel uncomfortable. <A fellow 
officer takes pity on him, and the 
couple become friends when they 
share the same fiying machine, one 
as pilot, the other as observer. Then 
the two men fall in love with the 
same woman, married to the lieu- 
tenant, 

Soon the latter learns his friend is 
carrying on with his wife. Duty 
calls them and they leave together 
for a combat in the sky. The air- 
plane returns with tne HNeutenant 
wounded and his companion dead. 
The wife, while weeping silently for 
the deceased hero, nurses her hus- 
band back to life, and for the first 
time the young lieutenant finds true 
happiness. 

It can be said frankly “L’Equi- 
page” is a good French film. The 
photographic work is excellent, the 
aviation stunts interestine and the 
acting first class. The roles are held 
by Jean Dax, Geo. Charlia, Camille 
Bert, Pierre dé Guingaud and Mme. 
Claire de Lorez. Kendrew. 


Complete cast for “The Perfect 
Crime,” now being directed by Bert 
Glennon for FBO, includes Tully 
Marshall, Irene Rich, Clive Brook. 
Gladys McConnell, Carrol Nye, 
Charles K. French, Edmund Breeze 
and Phil Gastrock. 


LOVE HUNGRY 


William Fox production and release. Ro- 
mantic comedy, directed by Victor Herr- 
man. Lots Moran featured. Story by 
Randall Faye. Titles by Frances Agnew. 
At Roxy, New York, week April 14. Run- 
ning time, 56 minutes. 

Lawrence Gray 
»..Marjorie Beebe 
Ma Chapman 
Pa Robinson..... dames Neill 
Lonnie Van Hook.......+ee++-Jobn Patrick 


This whimsical romance of youth 
and commonplaces in the setting of 
middle-class society in a big city 
makes cheerful entertainment. Light 
story, simple and unpretentious in 
its appeal, it takes on substance 
from its atmosphere of youth and 
optimism. 


There isn’t a moment of real 
drama, but these loveable young 
people engage one’s sympathies and 
their rather trivial adventures hold 
the spectator’s willing attention. A 
picture that is slow in its develop- 
ment, trifling in its import, but still 
holding through the human appeal. 
Daintily made little romance in the 
background of a New York rooming 
house, 

Tom is a young and not very suc- 
cessful writer making his home with 
Ma Robinson, who has lived a life 
of drudgery as the loyal helpmate of 
her small clerk husband. Joan, their 
daughter, is a humble chorus girl 
trouper, seeking, as she says, to grab 
herself a rich husband so she can 
do something for wornout pa and 
ma. Joan comes home from a dis- 
ecouraging adventure on the road, 
accompanied by her pal of the 
chorus. Goldie, the rough-and-tum- 
ble gold digger own confes- 
sion. Tom and Idie get on each 
other’s nerves, but he falls hard for 
Joan. He is working on a story 
about being happy < 1d married at 
$40 per. On this issue Tom, Goldie 
and Joan clash. 

Tom introduces Joan to his mil- 
lionaire friend, Lonnie, giving her a 
chance to grab a ban’ roll. Lonnie 
falls, but in the end it turns out 
that it was Tom she loved all the 
time. Ma supplies the clincher ar- 
gument on the “happy-at-$40-per” 
idea when she tells the youngsters 
she wouldn’t change pa for any 
millionaire. 

Good comedy bits in constant 
succession. Girls are invited to the 
Ritz by the millionaire and, by a 
misunderstanding, have to pay the 
$16 check. They blackjack Tom to 
make the loss good, after having to 
walk home in tight shoes. Goldie 
awkwardly tries to promote the mil- 
lionaire for Joan and nearly spoils 
the plot. 

Marjorie Beebe as Goldie runs 
away with the picture. This girl 
has a comedy knack that is price- 


less, doing low comedy bits with a 


eertain naive grace altogether cap- - 
tivating. She is funny without ever . 


being vulgar. Lawrence Gray makes 
a splendid young lead, natural in 
his clean-cut style, while Lois Mo- 
ran, with her fragile beauty, is the 
perfect ingenue lead. 


This combination of manly lead- 
ing man, amusing comedienne and 
romantic ingenue suggests the pos- 
sibilities of such a trio for exploita« 
tion in a romantic comedy way, 
after the manner of the straight 
romantic couples. With stories like 
“Love Hungry” such a trio would 
become standard. 

Feminine appeal is strong in this 
picture, based, of course, upon its 
sure-fire Cinderella motif. Release 
will please generally, with special] 
pull for class clientele. Rush. 


SEALED LIPS 


(SWEDISH MADE) 


Swedish-made feature based on a sto 
by Guy de Maupausant 
Gustaf Molander. Mona Martensson and 
Louis Lorch featured, At Sth Avenue 
Playhouse, New York, week of April 14, 
Running time, 66 minutes. 


Program for the lower 5th avenue 
movie parlor mentioned this Swed- 
ish number as “introducing the new 
school of Russian cinema _ tech- 
nique.” 
a petite piece of baloney. “Tech- 
nique” is a fine-sounding word but 
it doesn’t mean much for “Sealed 
Lips.” 

It’s not bad barring some sube- 
titles which form a ridiculous come 
bination with some of the scenes, 
Also laugh-provoking is the se- 
quence where the fabulously naive 
girl blindfolds her lover and on the 
pretty suggestion of playing a game 
leads him into a church where a 


Uzia Bermani 


Musical Director 
ALHAMBRA THEATRE 
Sacramento, Calif. 
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stage presentations, with 
pression. When 
ferently now. 

Benny Rubin. 


about 


and played this house. 


plenty of material 


great style. 


curtail. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(LOS ANGELES)) 
Los Angetes, March 23. 
First of Fanchon and Marco’s greater 


conducting affairs, made a _ strong 
Fanchon and 
moved their major efforts to the Metro- 
politan some time ago this house was 
more or less neglected. Things look dif- 


In dealing out credit, a word or two 
Less than two 
months ago Rubin arrived on the Coast 


He didn’t catch 
on right away, as the customers hadn’t 
seen his sort of stuff before. 
comes the same boy to the State and has 
them eating out of his hand. 
of sound calibre, 
Rubin put over himself and the show in 


A few of Rubin’s steps wowed, 
with the length of the show he had to 


Benny Rubin 
im- 
Marco 


WISHES 
HAD M 


But back 


With 


BELOW: 


but 


, “As a master of ceremonies he cannot be surpassed. 
have him with the Fanchon and Marco ‘Ideas. 


> 


BUT-- 


HIS MOTION PIC- 


WUXTRA 


“VARIETY” 
ENTIONED 


STATE AND MET $500 APART 
FIRST PUBLIX UNIT HITS 


$25,500 for “Noose” at Loew House—“Sadie” Out 
to $11,500 After Neat Run—“Crowd” Quits 
After 2d Week to $7,600—‘“4 Sons,” $7,100 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


Loew’s State (W. C.-Loew), “The 


Directed by: 


That may be put down as — 


TURE DEBUT WITH 
WILLIAM FOX AND 
WHAT MARCO SAYS 


“Benny Rubin is the biggest hit in Los Angeles motion picture theatres. 
He is a comedian who sells his wares in a clean and wholesome manner. 


We are proud to 


(Drawing Pop., 1,350,000) 
Weather: Rain, Cold and Fair 


Rainy and a following cold spell 
did more damage to the box offices 
than the Dodge hour. The broad- 
east got the fans to tune in during 
dinner, and though the’ supper 
shows and late matinees were af- 
fected, the picture houses had no 
kick coming on the night shows, as 
trade was about normal. 

Loew’s State was to the fore on 
the all around intake. House had 
the first Publix unit, ‘Merry 
Widow,” at the Metropolitan, 
against Benny Rubin and a wow of 
a Fanchon and Marco stage show. 
“Love and Learn” on the Met's 
screen, with “The Noose” on the 
State. Answer was only $500 dif- 


Noose” (F. N.) (2.200; 25-99). Very 
good week with Benny Rubin, new 
m. c., liked, and gross showing in- 
crease of $2,000 above final Peabody 
week with a Marion Davies plugged 
picture on screen; around $25,500. 


ference on the week. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


est is waiting to marry them, 
with the young man knowing noth- 
ing about it and already possessing 
a wife. 

Script is based upon a yarn by 
de Maupasant. It traces several 
years in the life of a girl leaving 
a convent, brushing shoulders with 
lust and tragedy, her return, dis- 
illusioned, with the intention of tak- 
ing holy orders, and her ultimate 
reconciliation with her lover. 

Mona Martensson alternately 
photographs well and badly, either 
due ‘to make-up or camera angles. 
Louis Lorch is an averagely good 
looking, romantic lead, but a little 
negative otherwise. The old man 
role is exceptionally well played. 

Possibly the Russian technique 
talk refers to the failure to cut 
some scenes soon enough and the 
contrary habit of cutting other 
scenes abruptly. 

“Sealed Lips’, is fair “art’’ thea- 
tre material but of little utility for 
straight trade purposes. Land, 


Hobart Bosworth in Esther Rals- 
ton’s “Sawdust Paradise.” Par. 


Lawrence Grant in “Fedora.” Star- 
ring Pola Negri. Par. 


Ask the Man 
Who Played It! 


SEND US YOUR 
OPEN TIME 
PERCENTAGE ONLY 


he 


‘WOMEN ONLY 


MEN ONLY 


SAMUEL CUMMINS 
Public Welfare Pictures Corp. 
723 Seventh Ave., New York City 


GOOD NEWS 


“The Different Comic” 


TED MARKS 


(FORMERLY TIM MARKS) 


is Now in the Land of Sunshine 
Featured in 
A Fanchon and Marco “Idea” 


Direction 
MAX TURNEK WALTER MEYERS 


— 
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A Night of Mystery 
Paramount production and release. Star- 
ring Adolphe Menjou and featuring Evelyn 


Brent and William Collier, Jr. Directed by 
Lothar Mendes, with Harry Fischbeck, 


At Paramount, New York, week April i4. 
Running time, 60 minutess. 


Captain Ferreol.......; «-..Adolphe Menjou 
Therese D'Egremont............ Nora Lane 


Jerome D'Egremont....William Collier, Jr. 
Gilberte Boismartel.........-- Evelyn Brent 


Marquis Boismartel...........Claude King 


Indifferent Menjou film which 
needs all the surrounding program 
help it can get. With the star's 
name a draw, the picture's enter- 
tainment qualities are short of what 
that exterior billing implies. 

A straightaway murder plot with- 
out a change of pace. Little action 
and no,comedy. Short on love in- 
terest, too, due to Menjou's supposed 
fiancee (Nora Lane) being but a 
continuity figure. Evelyn Brent 
does nuthing, although featured. If 
the star is strong enough to stand 
off one of these, okay, but there'll 
be cries for help if another one cf 
this stripe is turned loose. 

No mystery for the audience as 
to who is the murderer. The prob- 
lem is. for Menjou, as a *rench of- 
ficer, to extricate his sweetheart's 
brother (Collier), who is innocently 
on trial. Complication is the killer’s 
threat that if Menjou talks he'll tell 
o! the affair between Menjou and 
the wife of the judge who is sitting 
on the case. As America’s tab read- 
ers don’t like their heroes smirched 
by a married woman, there'll not 
be much sympathy over here for 
Menjou in this role. Nor for any- 
one else in the picture, with the pos- 
sible exception of the bride to be, 
and she’s made to appear colorless. 

Action never gets outside the stu- 
dio, and Mendes, directing, pre- 
sumably figured there was no room 
for anybody with a sense of humor 
to work on it after getting the 
script. Manckiewicz, titling, also 
apparently under strict orders. to 
cease clowning. Not even any sym- 
pathy for the accused brother, as 
he previously has sneaked his sis- 
ter’s necklace to borrow on it. 

Nobody stands out in the cast. 
Menjou again is strictly the gentle- 
man, plus stiff hipped bows and a 
great pair of officers boots. Plot 
lets Mankie turn loose an hurrah 
title on “woman's honor.” 

Picture is based on  Victorien 
Sardou’s play, “Ferreol,’’ with the 
screen play by Ernst Vajda. That’s 
probably what’s the matter with it. 
It’s French in origin, French on the 
screen and best adapted for French 
consumption. -7ilm has the asset 
that it will be better for Menjou 
abroad than here. Despite the 
Standard production background, 
“Night of Mystery” is mediocre ma- 
terial for the States, will see many 
a “red” week and may have been 
a cause in the discussion between 
the star and Paramount executives. 
When Menjou needs Whiteman it 
looks bad for Menjou. Sid. 


CRIMSON CITY 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
Directed by Archie Mayo. Story by An- 
thony Coldewey. In cast: Myrna Loy, 
Leila Hyams, John Miljan, Anders Ru- 
dolf, Richard Tucker, Anna May Wong, 
Sojin and Mathew Betz. At Broadway, 
New York (Vaude-ricts) week April 16. 
Running time 659 minutes, 


Second string production grade of 
this producer which explains it first 
run presence at the Keith-Albee es- 
tablishment just off Times Square, 
a house that has to dig for its new 
material. Becomes available for the 
Broadway because it doesn’t rate 
class house for exploitation and still 
is too good a lobby flash to waste 
on the Hippodrome. 

Picture’s best asset is the locale 
of the native quarter of Shanghai 
which lends itself to lurid lobby 
billing playing up Oriental mystic- 


thrill that goes with the mysterious 
Orient. Title also carries some 
boxoffice weight and cast of fa- 


B. F. KEITH’S 


Washington, C. 


miliar screen names has value with 
fans. 

Story on the screen is strained 
melodrama aith leering Chinese 


-*"Variety” said: 


LIBERTY 


SMILIN’ AL EVANS 


SOLO ORGANIST 
IDEAS AND STRAIGHT PLAYING 


“Why an organist of Evans’ ability, his sense of comedy and his 
personality to handle an audience should be hid away will ever remain 
@ mystery. De luxe houses need more like Evans. 


Address Genesee Theatre, Waukegon, Ill. 


ism, yellow peril characters and the | 


menace and all the tricks of 
Oriental melodrama from the days 
of “Queen of the Opium King” up 
to date. Sophisticated movie goers 
will be prone to jeer at its labored 


photographer. H. J. Manckiewicz titling. - melo, while the simple minded will 


full for the tried and true hokum. 

Technical production is of the 
best quality with settings, group- 
ings and stage management cap- 
ably managed and the photography 
exceptionally good. In short a 
workmanlike product turned out for 
the daily change clientele and mak- 
ing good in that classification. 

Story is another model No. 7946, 
Series B, on the “East Is West” 
theme of Oriental maid about to be 
sold into salvery as property of a 
wicked, cruel, and what is worse, 
A. K. mandarin, and falling in love 
with the brave white outcast down 
on his luck and a fugitive from the 
white man’s law. 

For the Broadway, with its record 
of dull and dumb screen entertain- 
ment, it is a good feature, but for a 
house that caters to a wise fan pub- 
lic, blooey. 

Material is handled in directorial 
sense far better than the subject 
matter merits and the acting is 
rather more than adequate. Rush. 


WOMAN WISE 


(3D REVIEW) 

Through confliction and delayed 
record filing two reviews of this 
Fox picture recently appeared in 
Variety, written by different staff 
members in different issues, and ex- 
pressing diverse opinions, pro and 
cen. 

As: seen cold in a projection room 
by two other Variety reviewers, the 
picture seemed unworthy of the 
effusive puff and undeserving of the 
seyere slam. It is not a good pic- 
ture, but as a neighborhood and 
small town proposition on short en- 
gagements, it can slip by without 
occasioning any comment one way 
or the other. 

No request was made of Variety 
for another review. Attention to the 
conflicting notices was drawn by ex- 
hibitors, with the Fox press depart- 
ment courteously arranging for the 
projection room showing. 

Both prior reviews mentioned 
Mack Sennett, whose’ two-reel 
technique was discerned in “Woman 
Wise” by one of the previous re- 
viewers and reported missing by the 
other. 

The picture deals with the woman- 
hating American consul in a Persian 
town and his woman-loving buddy. 
A. pretty girl arrives from’ the 
United States to act as the consul’s 
stenog. The local potentate, robed 
in satin, plans deviltry. 

Plot development and direction 
are rather seedy and the panning 
review is correct in the statement 
that this film is well below the pro- 
duction standards of the recent Fox 
output, but the suggestion that the 
trade slogan, “It’s a Fox Produc- 
tion,” should be deleted, was unnec- 
essarily captious. 

The picture is conspicuously mis- 
cast in William Russell playing a 
role for which a younger man was 
needed. Walter Pidgeon, the ro- 
mantic lead, will probably have 
femme appeal, and the boys will like 
June Collyer, one of the Wampas 
chicks, in pictures about qa year and 
coming fast but hardly a “name” as 


et. 

Theodore Kosloff, the one time 
dancer, plays the dressed up poten- 
tate. Kosloff has been in eclipse for 
the last several seasons, and his re- 
turn herein may interest fans. He 
does the meager role very well, 
especially in make-up for it. 

A Sealyham terrier with ears that 
wiggle will likely be considered rare 
fun by the kids and non-fastids, and 
there is also some slapstick to make 
the push-overs giggle. The picture 
has much of a western-brigandage 
Sort and lots of action, and that 
adds neighborhood value. Land, 


STOP THAT MAN 


Universal production and release. Arthur 
Lake and Barbara Kent co-featured. Di- 
rected by Nat Ross. Cast includes Eddie 
Gribbon, Warner Richmond, Joseph Girard, 
Walter McGrail, George Seigmann. At Hip- 
podrome, New York, week April 16. Run- 
ning time, 59 mins. 


Highly improbable farce here rep- 
resents an entertainment average 
that will suffice in the stands under 
the full week grading. Much of the 
picture is undisguised slapstick but 
reasonably successful in its deter- 
mined snatching for laughs, so, in 
toto, 2 moderate pleaser. 

Arthur Lake, who a couple of 
vears ago did a schoolboy series for 
Universal, is co-featured with Bar- 
bara Kent, practically an unknown 
outside of having the Wampas’ en- 
dorsement, 

Through the kiddishness of Lake 
and the negative impression of Miss 
Kent, “Stop That Man” may be said 
to be without love interest. It stands 
falls with its hokum. 

Lake plays the kid brother of two 
hefty Irish cops. While posing in 


| 


the uniform of one of the brothers 
the kid gets them into a scrap 
through helping a crook break and. 
enter a residence. Later, by sheer 
dumb luck, he captures the crook, 
trusses him up, hitches up a couple 
of horses and goes galloping to the 
police station in an old rickety horse 
trolley. 

At the Hippodrome !aughter was 
fairly frequent, with the audience 
showing a disposition to accept the 
film simply for what it pretends to 
be, a farce designed for giggling pur- 
poses. land 


DEAD MAN’S CURVE 


FBO production and release. Directed by 
Richard Rosson. Phillfp Tannura, camern- 
man. In cast: Sally Blaine, Douglas Fatr- 
banks, Jr., Kit Guard. 4t Columbus, one 
day, at Loew's Circle. Rumning time, 60 
minutes 


No second-run house, including 
quite a few of the first-runs, can go 
wrong on “Dead Man's Curve.” In 
the language of those houses, this is 
a picture; full of the old stuff, to be 
sure, but directed in such a way a: 
to work up a high-powered sus- 


| pense. 


Young Fairbanks plays a Lind- 
bergh, so far as facial expression 
goes. Even though his pan fail: 
consistently to register, his racine 
car tilts along at a pace that wil! 
get ’em all going. 

The gags of doping the winnin» 
ear the night before are better oile a 
in this one. The suave one's bribe 
to get to the ear prevides the youn; 
hero with the necessary entrance 
fee. The manipulations for the auto 
manufacturer’s daughter onty re 
sult in the daughter financing™ tho 
lad’s new motor. 

The race is one of the longest thoi 
has ever been unreeled on an) 
screen. The audience dvesn’t wenrs 
however, because the plot has .' 
ready sold itself, 


A WOMAN’S WAY 


Colunibia production and relesse. Di 
rected by Edmund Mortimer. Ray June, 
cameraman In cast: Warner Laxter, 
Margaret Livingstone, Armand Katiz. One 
day, at Loew's Circle. Running time, 60 
minutes 

Heavy in spots, light throughout 
with @ story based along very con- 
ventional lines, “A Woman's Way” 
gains something from Margaret 
Livingstone, Armand Kaliz, some 
good roof-top and Parisian cellar 
shots. 

Those who do not analyze the 
story wiil take to the picture. 
Kaliz’ Parisian crook is rendered 
with a suavity, so often overdone. 
Miss Livingstone plays a.cabaret 
singer, while Warner Baxter han- 
dles a modest part with moderate 
ability. 

Everything winds up bloodily but 
happily. 


The Adorable Cheat 


Chesterfield production supervised by 
Lon Young. Directed by Burton King 
from story by Arthur Hoeri. Lila Lee 
starred. Cameraman, M. . Anderson. 
In projection room, New York, April 13. 
Running time, 57 mins. 

DOTS. Lila Lee 


George Cornelius Keefe 
Burr McIntosh 
Wil Reginald Sheffield 
Allen 


Mrs. Knowlani 


Chesterfield formerly released 
through Pathe but presently is a 
states righter. 

“Adorable Cheat,” the first picture 
made under the new arrangement 
whereby Lon Young, last with 
Gotham as publicity director, be- 
comes production supervisor, was 
made in Hollywood in about 10 
days, and despite that, or because 
of it, is a fast-moving, interest- 
holding picture. 

For the states right market this 
is a spiffy number all the way, 
intelligent and restruined, doing 
wonders with a small bankroll and 
hiding its miracle-working so that 
except for a handful in the trade, 
nobody will suspect the size of the 
cost sheet, The sum expended on 
this picture is reported to be around 


$10,000. While Chesterfield nay not 
like this figure publicized, if true, 
it stands as an eloquent testimonial 
to those concerned and if they can 
continue to turn out pictures of this 
quality at that figure, or aq little 
better, they will be the marvel of 
the business, 

The first point in favor of “The 
Adorable Cheat” is the story, well- 
knit and plausible. It is credited 
to Arthur Hoerl who functions ex- 
| clusively for the indies and should 
fhave plenty of assignments. 

Lila Lee is starred and while the 
“Cuddles” kid has passed from pub- 
| lic focus of Inte she looks extreme- 
| ly attractive here and will be liked. 
Cornelius Keefe, new leading man, 
!who appears on the ascendant in 
| Hollywood, makes a good impres- 
|sion, Gladden James, some years 
jaro one of the busiest of the 
screen's “no-good guys,” and seen 
but little for some time, does a cad 
with his accustomed finesse’ in 
nastiness. 

It’s a yarn about a shipping clerk 
that fell in love with the president's 
daurhter withont who she 
was. Complications at a week-end 
party in the fashionable home of 
the manufacturer, 

Neat stuff. 


Land. 


West Coast Motion Picture 
Directory of Players, Direc- 
tors and Writers 


Titles by 
MALCOLM 
STUART | 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


JOSEPH 
FRANKLIN 
POLAND 


Supervising Editor 
UNIVERSAL 
FEATURE 
COMEDIES 


LLOYD 
CORRIGAN 
Staff Writer 
8rd Year with 
Paramount. 


Famous- 
Lasky 


JOHN F. 
GOODRICH 


FREE 
LANCING 


SOMETHING NEW! 


We will purchase for you the 
same kind of Costumes, Furni- 
ture or any article used by the 
stars on or of the screen. 


Write for Lists 


CINEMA SERVICE CO. 


P. O. Box 687 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


MARTINEZ 


ADDRESS FRIARS' 


FOR SOUTH AMERICA 


Would you be interested in being represented for the sale 
South American rights to your 


PLAYS OR MOTION PICTURES? 


Sailing for South America April 28, S. S. “Voltaire” 


OF MARION AND MARTINEZ RANDALL 


INTERNATIONAL DANCERS 


JUST RETURNED FROM TOUR OF THE WORLD 


RANDALL 


CLUB, NEW YORK 


MARYLAND COLLEGIANS 


MARK STRAND, NEW YORK, WEEK OF APRIL 14---ENTIRE PUBLIX TOUR TO FOLLOW 
REPRESENTATIVE, AL SILBERMAN 
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VAUDEVILLE 


Wednesday, April 18, 1926 * 


Pat Casey Seems Acting 


With Full Authority for K-A-0 


Chicago 


and Coast Offices 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Pat Casey on his present trip to 
the coast appears to be acting with 
more authority than merely as the 
representative of J. J. Murdock, 
president of Pathe. Mr. Casey seems 
to hold full authority to act for the 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum circuit. 

From reports around, Casey, 0s- 
tensibly and officially the head of the 
Vaudeville Managers’ Protective 
Association in New York without 
power in that organization to rep- 
resent other than its members in 
controversial matters between man- 
agers and artists, is on the ground 
here fully clothed with direction in 
all of the affairs and business of the 
K-A-O circuit and its local offices. 

This has become so pronounced 
it can not be mistaken in the re- 
ports, yet there is actually nothing 
to base it upon, and Pat himself is 
reported as most uncommunicative. 
If he has received a K-A-O ap- 
pointment or been given a post or 
title in that chain, no one here 
knows of it. 


Chicago Mystery 


Chicago, April 17. 

Mystery talk piled up fast when 
Pat Casey stopped off here last 
“week on his way to the coast. It 
was said that Mr. Casey was on 
his way west to reorganize the K- 
A-O coast agency in Los Angeles. 

While in this city, from reports, 
Casey issued and wired orders to 
K-A*O staff men throughout the 
country. While the import of the 
messages is not known, reports say 
they were along the line of organ- 
izing. 

In this city Casey and Tink Hum- 
phrey were in constant conference 
during the short while Casey re- 
mained here. Ben Piazza, lately as- 
signed to the K-A-O supervision, 
arrived in town after Casey had left. 

While Casey was in Chicago it 
is said that an order reached here 
from the New York headquarters 
for Sam Kut Kahl to make an in- 
spection of the K-A-O eastern ter- 
ritory in company with Max Gor- 
don. Gordon and Kahl left here 
Sunday for that purpose. This in- 
creased the local perplexity. 

Another singular matter noted 
while Casey was in town was that 
at no time did he confer with an 
Orpheum executive, although it is 
said that one or more made a 
specific request for an interview. 

Casey was not available to a Va- 
riety reporter, nor would he re- 
spond to a note asking his mission 
in Chicago or if he had stepped into 


an executive position with the 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum circuit. 
Casey Rumors 
Several reports during the past 


few weeks in New York connecting 
Pat Casey with the reorganization 
of the Keith-Albee-Orpheum book- 
ing offices have been without verifi- 
cation. A Variety reporter called 
upon Casey in his Columbia theatre 
offices at least a half dozen times 
during that period, repeating the re- 
ports, with the reply received from 
Casey being invariable: 


“Boy, don’t let them kid you. I’m 
running the V. M. P. A.” 
The V. M. P. A. is the Vaude- 


ville Managers’ Protective Associa- 
tion, which Casey established some 
years ago as a mutual protective 
organization for vaudeville man- 
agers and artists. He has been at 
the head of it ever since. 

Rumors persist that Casey has 
some undefined authority in the 
K-A-O offices. It was within a 
week before he left on his current 
trip to the coast that it was said 
by K-A-O men that Casey had ad- 


> 
William Morris 
CALL BOARD 
E The Foremost Radio 
Booking Exchange 
in the Country 
NEW YORK, 15606 BROADWAY 


dressed a meeting of bookers in the 
K-A-O offices, giving them instruc- 
tions how to book and what to do 
with acts. It was added by the 
K-A people that it was a most im- 
portant meeting. One story was 
that Casey informed the group J.J. 
Murdock could not attend it and 
that Murdock had delegated him. 


Companions 


Murdock and Casey have been 
known to be constant companions 
for some time. It has heen thought 
their joint interests were centered 
in pictures and it was believed in 
New York that when Casey left 
for the west coast suddenly about 
10 days ago that he went west as 
a personal representative for Mur- 
dock as president of Pathe in the 
latter’s dealing witi Cecil B. De- 
Mille, although Joseph Kennedy, of 
FBO and also Murdock’s appointee 
in the Pathe realignment, is out 
west. 

With Variety unable to inquire in 
the K-A-O office through being 
barred from entrance that 
agency, only the reports as they 
percolate outside can be relied upon. 
K-A-O men say they are of the 
impression Casey is acting at the 
request of Murdock and that Casey 
has accepted no assignment official- 
ly in the K-A-O executive line, al- 
though the agents state that the 
K-A-O bookers seem to accept 
Casey’s say so on anything. 

Mr. Casey is due back in New 
York late this week or early next. 


Afraid of Equity, K-A-0 
Won't Book Jeanne Fagels 


Jeanne Eagels will not play in 
vaudeville. Fearing animosity with 
Equity, Keith-Albee-Orpheum de- 
cided not to book the suspended 
Equity star in view of Equity’s long 
threatened move to unionize the 
vaudeville stage and enroll variety 
performers as Equity members. 

On the premise this might create 
an open breach, Miss Eagels, who 
was all set through Harry Weber, 
will not open in vaudeville. 

Miss Eagels had insisted that 
Barry O’Neill and another actor, 
Bushels, of “Her Cardboard Lover” 
company, be retained for the vaude 
act. 

Miss Eagels last week repaired to 
her home near Ossining, N. Y., to 
rest, although it was said she enter- 
tained her supporting players in 
“Her Cardboard Lover’ there for 
the week end. 

Early this week Miss Eagels con- 
ferred with Sam H. Harris with 
whom she is under contract next 
season. 


Chi N.V.A. Benefit 
To Half a House 


Chicago, April 17. 

Fifth annual N. V. A. benefit was 
held April 15 (Sunday) in the Audi- 
torium, seating 4,000 to 5,000 per- 
sons, Only 2,000 were in attendance. 

As advertised in newspapers, the 
bill indicated local legit players 
were giving the benefit for vaude- 
ville, Heralded lineup’ included 
Eddie Dowling, Taylor Holmes, Ber- 
nard Granville, Ruth Etting, “Ex- 


cess Baggage” company, Beatrice 
Lillie, Maurie Sherman’s band, 


Rainbo Garden chorus, Jack Pear}, 
Ralph Errolle, Pe Bernier, Belle 
Baker, Smith and™ale, Ray Dooley, 
Linda, Alex Gray, Hon. Wu, Naz- 
imova, Will and Gladys Ahern, 
Barre Hill, Wayburn’s Promenaders, 
Buster and John West, Lean and 
Mayfield. 

The N, V. A. scene, from “Excess 
Baggage,” was presented with Ber- 
nard Granville of “Honeymoon 
Lane” acting as m. e. Numerous 
disappointments on appearances. 


Lenore Ulric’s Weeks 


Lenore Ulrie will enter vaudeville 
for several weeks in “The Legend 
of London,” by Michael Arlen, open- 


ing at the Palace, New York, 
May 7. ‘ 
After the vaude Miss Ulric wilh 


go abroad until August, returning 
to begin rehearsals for “The Red 
Mill,” in which she will be starred 
next season by David Belasco. 
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THE WM. PIERCES HOLD 
BABY’S FIRST SHOWER 


Pretty Good Gross Collected 
Sunday—Baby Doesn’t 
Know About It 


The William Pierces held a show- 
er for their baby Sunday after- 
noon. It yielded quite a good gross 
in the way of small things for the 


babe, although Mrs. Bill thought 
there were too many duplications. 

A social time was prepared for 
in the Pierce dance studio on West 
46th street. Many were invited to 
the shower and those who called 
brought a package along. It was 
their admission ticket. Many were 
dance pupils of Buddy Bradley, 
Bill’s ward man, who teaches taps 
and routines all day but counts up 
with Bill nightly. 

Messrs. Pierce and Bradley are 
colored, with Bill doing theatrical 
agenting as a side line. Previously 
it had been the main support of 
the agency. That was before Buddy 
commenced to meet the Parkave- 
nuers who wanted to find out how 
to hoof themselves out a talking 
jam when in society. 

Mrs. William Pierce was present 
in person to assure everybody that 
the shower wasn’t one of Bill’s gags. 
She guaranteed the baby but was 
not positive about the date, and of 
course the babe couldn't know of 
the event held for it since it hasn’t 
as yet arrived. However, Bill de- 
cided while looking over the gross 
that the baby would be named ac- 
cording to sex after the most liberal 
givers. 

Unique 

Mr. Pierce’s unique innovation 1s 
without a parallel in or out of the 
show business. Baby showers, ac- 
cording to mothers are not unusual, 
but to cinch one in advance as the 
Pierces did sticks another record 
onto Bill’s career. His other is in 
having gotten married after con- 
fessing he was adamant against the 
ceremony, being a theatrical agent. 

Mrs. Bill expressed surprise at 
finding Bill had pulled a shower for 
the unborn babe, but the other 
ladies present, white and colored, 
didn’t accept Mrs. Bill’s statement 
any too seriously. 

Bill said after he had weeded out 
the duplicates that he had really 
expected at least two baby car- 
giages in case the birth should 
bring twins, but not even one wagon 
showed, 

Among the gifts were two second- 
hand tires and one car wrench, with 
Bill not owning a car; three cigaret 
lighters that also looked used, four 
all-day suckers with notes attached 
that they must be used before June; 
a crib rocker but no crib attached; 
two boxes of strong cigars, reported 
sent by Buddie; one eiderdown 
blanket that had a Navy Depart- 
ment tag on it; a couple of baby 
dresses that must have, been cast- 
offs from Barnum’s Fat Woman, six 
pairs of men’s socks, donated by 
Bill himself, and many other use- 
ful articles for the hardest first 
year. 

Monday morning early, Bill and 
Buddy escorted the offerings in a 
truck to a storage house, as Bill 
says when the baby is born it must 
not see so much around the house. 
And Bill, recalling with regret the 
absence of the baby carriages, re- 
marked that if there should be 
twins, he’ll hold another shower. 


Hale Girls Let Out 


Chicago, April 17. 

Sixteen Chester Hale Girls, here 
with “Artists and Models,” were 
shipped back to New York a few 
days following their opening. KRe- 
ported one of the hits of the show 
in New York, the ensemble as seen 
here was a weak-kneed aggrega- 
tion of pulchritude, with many 
mistakes and flaws. 

With the girls the show it ran 
until about 11:45; it now closes at 
about 11:15. 


EDDIE FOY, JR., ON VITA 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., and Bessie Love 
are making a Vitaphone subject for 
Warner Brothers called “The Swell-. 
head.” Bryan Foy directing. 

Hugh Herbert and Murray Roth 
wrote the sketch. 

Foy is here with his brothers and 
sisters, playing vaudeville. Herbert, 
dialog writer for Vitaphone subjects 
at Warner Brothers, has been as- 
signed a role in “The Fog,” which 
Howard Bretherton will direct with 


MAY BOOK BILLS FOR 


FEW INDES FOR THE FIRST TIME 


ent Vaudfilm Houses 


Circuit Will Consider Applications From Independ. 


East of Chicago—About 


10 Houses Only Wanted to Start 


NSG 


Collections last week for the 
N. V. A. in the vaudfilm the- 
atres of the Keith - Albee- 
Orpheum circuit are reported 
as not so good. 

Audiences appeared to have 
been fed up with the previous 
annual handout pleas and as a 
rule are said to have turned 
down the hat-tap unless flip- 
Ping a coin into the can. 

It was said also that the 
K-A-O executives, who seem 
the only ones intensely inter- 
estd in the N. V. A. funds, went 
into a panic last week over the 
returns up to date for the sou- 
venir program. Declaring the 
program’s advertising was run- 
ning from 50 to 100 pages be- 
hind former years, the execs 
put wp a tearful plea to the 
vaude agents and_ brokers. 
They were to get a hustle on 
for the love of NVA or EFA. 


NVA Gross 


CORTEZ A JAYWALKER 


Told Cincy Cop Traffic Law Ridic- 
ulous—Went to Station House 


Cincinnati, April 17. 


Cortez of the dancing team Cor- 
tez and Peggy, did some stepping 
here last week new to Cincinnati 
and proved a riot. In fact, Cortez 
was almost a panic. His hoofing 
was so hot that he landed in jail. 

The specialty was not a part of 
his routine in the “Night of Spain” 
show at the Shubert. It was put on 
at Fourth and Vine streets, where 
Officer Walter Geil presides over 
traffic. 

Coming out of his hotel Thursday 
morning, Cortez crossed the street 
without going to a nearby corner, 
where traffic lights direct the march 
of pedestrians. The copper cor- 
raled Cortez and told him that jay- 
walking was not permitted, he 
would have to recross the street and 
go to the corner. 

Cortez said the idea was ridicu- 
lous and the arm of the law gave 
him his choice. 

Cortez said he chose to ride 
rather than walk and he was trans- 
ported by a patsy to the Second Di- 
vision Station. He registered as 
Stephen Cortez, 34, and left $10 for 
bond. 

The traffic was for 
hearing the following morning. But 
Cortez was not compelled to appear 
in court, where an entry of “costs 
suspended” was entered. His saw- 
buck was returned. 


“Stretching” for Dancer, 
Tamara’s Added Inch 


Remodeling a nose or other facial 
feature is not unknown to the show 
business for personality enhance- 
ment purposes, but the first in- 
stance of submitting to physical 
“stretching” is the case of Florenz 
Tamara of Fowler and Tamara, the 
dancers. The femme of the team 
is having over an inch added to her 
stature in view of her partner, Ad- 
dison Fowler's height. At the 
same time, Dr. Barison, who is per- 
forming the stretching opcration, 
hopes to correct a nervous disorder 
through elongating the vertebrae, 
which are too closely pressed to- 
gether. 

Fowler and Tamara open in June 
at the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chi- 
eago, for a summer engagement. 


case set 


Frances Running Abe? 


If Mrs. Abe Lastfogel (Frances 
Arms) gives in, the Lastfogels will 
hop off for Paris next Saturday or 
thereabouts, depending on Frances’ 
temperament and the shipping res- 
ervations. 

Lastfogel wants to take the trip 
as a vacation and supervise the 
opening of the new William Morris 
branch office in Paris, also an im- 
pending new office in Berlin. 

Morris booked the entire revue 


Conrad Nagel and May McAvoy. 


for Sayag’s Ambassadeurs, in Paris. 


For the first time the Marcus 
Loew Circuit has decided to accept 
independent vaudfilm houses for its 
road show bookings. About 10 of 
those theatres will be &ccepted, lo- 
cated east of Chicago and prefere 


ably in Ohio and Pennsylvania, ale 
though it is understood no restrice 
tion is placed upon territory. 

J. H. Lubin, vaudeville booking 
chief of the Loew Circuit, and his 
assistant, Marvin Schenck, in the 
Loew’s New York offices, will pass 
upon the applications as received, 
From the account, no step has been 
taken to broadcast the Loew de- 
cision, and any house within the 
sections may make immediate ap-« 
plication. 

It is said Messrs. Lubin and 
Schenck concluded some inconve=- 
nient routing on the Loew time east 
of Chicago could stand improvement, 
Rather than alter the route, it will 
first ‘seek to fill it in with selected 
outside houses. 

It’s a radical departure for Loew’s, 
as that circuit for years has declined 
to book any but Loew-operated 
houses with its road vaude shows, 
If the experiment is accepted by the 
Loew booking heads as beneficial to 
their booking office, indies and acts, 
the outside booking field may be 
extended by it. 

Through the exemplary manner 
in which Loew’s conducts its busi- 
ness, the chances are that about the 
single condition Loew’s will require 


from approved applicants is that any 


contract made with or through 
Loew’s will be rigidly lived up to by 
the outside managers. 


2 Show Freaks Barred 
From Stage in Detroit 


Detroit, Apri} 17. 


The “Spider Man” and the “Hu- 
man Skeleton,” members of “A 
Nite in Coney Island,” freak act, 
were withdrawn the middle of the 
week at Kunsky’s Columbia by 
order of Police Lieut. Lester Potter. 
A Michigan statute forbids public 
exhibition of a deformed human 
being, if considered objectionable, 
untess for medical purposes. <Ac- 
cording to Lieut. Potter, other meme 
bers of the side show are equally 
objectionable to some minds, but 
are interesting enough to warrant 
showing. 

“Coney Island” is part of the Loew 
road show originally booked for the 
State. But the Kunsky office de- 
clined to play the act in front of 
the State's stage band and switched 
it to the Columbia. The cancelled 
freaks rejoined the act this week. 


Wayburn’s Foreign Schools 


Paul Yawitz, representing Ned 
Wayburn, sails for London early 
in June to survey conditions in that 
city and Paris. Wayburn, who is 
opening dancing schools in Chicago 
and Los Angeles in the next two 
months, contempIntes activities 
across the pond, 

Wayburn’s New York school will 
be six years old April 30. 


Eddie Clark Back East 


Eddie Clark, the dramatist-actor, 
has returned east after three years 
in the Hollywood film colony. On 
the coast Mr. Clark produced his 
self-written comedy-drama, “Rela- 
tions,” and has returned to give 
the piece a Broadway chance. -He 
may play a condensed version a8 & 
vaude sketch for the producers to 
gauge possibilities. 

“Relations” appeared at the Vine 
Street, Hollywood, for a run. 

Mr. Clark when on the west 
coast adapted several film stories. 
He got the stage bue once again 
when appearing in the lead of his 
latest play. 


Ann Pennington, Coast Booked 
Los Angeles, April 17. 


Ann Pennington has been booked 
by Fanchon and Marco to open & 
tour of West Coast Theatres at 


Loew's Staie here May 4. 
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VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 29 


Vaude Theatre 
Is Sleeping Flat on Its 
Back and Snoring’—Hall 


(The following appeared in Leonard Hall's column, “Show Shopping,” 
in the New York ‘Evening Telegram’ of March 12, 1928. Mr. Hall is the 
dramatic critic of that daily. He came to New York from Washington, 
where he conducted just as highly an entertaining department in the 
Washington ‘News.’ 

Mr. Hall obtained most of his information on vaudeville in Washington, 
where the drama is either a flop or absent. That gives the reviewers 
there plenty of time to find out what is the matter with vaudeville.) 


For fifty-one weeks of the year the Royal Rampagos, who have 
opened and shut vaudeville shows for two decades, hurl their Indian 
clubs with their eyes on the Big Ben and their minds on Childs’ 
flannel cakes. 

The fifty-second, however, is different. That week they get their 
best pink tights pressed, put a high shine on the tools of their trade 
and get cordial with the assistant props. For the fifty-second week 
of the year is what is known as National Vaudeville Artists’ Week, 
when performers and public are asked to bear down and give all for 
the ill and indigent practitioners of the multicolored arts of variety. 

This week is that same. All over the land the vaudeville houses 
are flapping with flags and alive all hours with special performances, 
Klown Nights, Gala Jamborees and usher shakedowns at intermis- 
sion. Some hundreds of thousands of dollars are to be raised to 
complete the N. V. A. Sanitarium at Saranac, where the ill may 
regain strength to begin doing their three-a-day all over again. 


_ Visit the Palace, where Forty-seventh street and Seventh avenue 
collide, and you will find everything pitched in a higher key this 
week. 

_ The bill is longer than usual and a thought more starry, and the 

- performers seem to be straining thigh and tonsil to keep the show 
bounding merrily along in the upper register. At each performance 
a guest artist appears, and Miss Lynn Canter makes a speech in 
behalf of her ailing colleagues and the sanitarium which may set 
them hoofing and howling once more, 

Perhaps you may catch a glimpse of pontifical E. F. Albee, Little 
Father of All the Vaudevilles, counting the standees at the back of 
the house. Certainly you will note an air of allegro con molto peppo 
about the whole affair, to which large and willing audiences are 
contributing. 


Vaudeville has almost ceased to exist as we knew it in the davs of 
its glory. 

After B. F. Keith and E. F. Albee, with their associates, had built 
this form of quick, flashing entertainment to its high estate, its top- 
notch string, that of Keith, became known with reverence as “the 
big time.” We could see the aces of entertainment in comfortable 
houses that stretched in a glittering chain from coast to coast, -man- 
aged with all the dignity and glamour of a so-called “legitimate.” 

This was the holy “two-a-day,” toward which the eyes of the 
coffee-and-cake song-and-dance team turned with hope and longing. 
It didn’t know much about Heaven, but its dreams were all of a 
week at the Palace. 

Alas, how are the mighty fallen! Perhaps you do not know that 
in the whole wide reach of American soil between Bedloe’s Island 

‘and the Chicago Loop there are only two theatres that are still 
“big time vaudeville’—that is, playing but two shows a day. One 
is the Palace and one is the Riverside, both of our hamlet. 

Unable to adjust themselves to the new conditions brought about 
by higher salaries in the small time and in picture house presenta- 
tions, and seemingly blinded by self-pride, the czars of vaudeville 
find that big time and small time are now one and the same— 
merging on the common ground of three and four shows a day. The 
grandeur of Keith-Albec-Orpheum vaudeville now exists only in the 
minds of its overlords. 


The Napoleons of vaudeville have seemed utterly unable to com- 
prehend and combat the new conditions brought about by the rise of 
its arch-enemy, motion pictures and acts at popular prices. 

For every new headlong assault by the shock troops of the films, 
vaudeville has counter-attacked with a $5,000,000 theatre, with art 
collections in the foyer and regal dressing rooms backstage, and a 
sentry on the stage door who requires a pass from the House of 
Lords. 

They gleam and they glitter, these mighty theatres, but they are 
only great, cool tombs wherein are laid the memories of the mighty, 
majesty, dominion and power of vaudeville in the days of Eva 
Tanguay, Rooney and Bent, Bayes and Norworth. Many of the 
artists are unhappy. Slaving at their three and four shows a day 
in these playhouses, they cannot see why they should not be getting 
half as much again in a movie theatre with no more work. Vaude- 
ville shrieks for more and better comedy acts, and yet every night, 
under cover of kindly darkness, comedians slither through the lines 
and into the ranks of movie exhibitors, where the greenbacks grow 
thicker for the same back-breaking labor. 


A visit to one of these rich palaces is interesting and a little sad. 

Backstage all is calm—the golden waiting rooms, with their mir- 
rors, their plush-bound copies of the “Saturday Evening Post,” their 
baby grands, their period chairs, have the look of a high hat and 
rather vulgar hotel emptied by a plague. 

From out front comes faintly the sawing of a small house orches- 
tra going through the motions, It is the supper show, and a singer 
is trying to pump up a little pep in warbling for 150 scattered and 
somnolent citizens who seem to have no homes. 

The palace dozes—it $5,000,000 investment is sleeping flat on its 
back and snoring. 

From one of the dressing rooms comes the voice of a headlined 
comic who has been Jathering himself in trying vainly to stampede 
the yard and a half of snoozing clients, It is raised in lugubrious 
song. It sings— 

“Just another day—wasted 


Allens Still Apart Film Houses Didn’t Fall 


The Edgar Allens are still apart. Chicago, April 17. 


LEONARD HALL. 


Mrs. Allen (Katherine Murray) is 
back at the Allen estate in Larch-| Ali flags, banners, certificates, 
mont, N. Y., after being in a Park | propaganda and_ solicitation film 


avenue apartment and not in Hot 
Springs, as was reported. 

Allen is bitter against what he 
asserts is “the hypocrisy of Larch- 
mont’ and its inhabitants, and 


sent out by the Keith office in be- 
half of the N. V. A. were unani- 
mously given air by local picture 
houses. 

Balaban & Katz and Great States 
were among those refusing to be 
involved in the alleged vaudeville 
charity week. 


voices his opinions about the coms 

munity in no mild terms. 
Meantime Peaches Browning is 

Playing K-A vaude out of town, 


WILLIE HOWARDS GOOD 
ENOUGH FOR SUMMER 


‘Sir Jos. Ginsberg ‘Denounces’ 
Variety's Story He'll Go 
Anywhere 


“The Howards are good enough 
for the summer and I want to de- 
nounce the writer of this story.” 

It was Sir Joseph Ginsherg in 
person spouting, wearing what he 
claimed was a new sjring hat with 
the intiials “E. H.” on the inside 
band. Sir Jos. hastily grabbed the 
hat, saying the salesman had made 
an error. Later he admitted the 
initial stood for Eugene Howard 
and the hat had been new when Mr. 
Gene purchased it. 

Sir Joe wanted to repeat his 
opening sentence when informed it 
sounded as though he were snif- 
fing at the Willie Howards by say- 
ing they were good enough for him 
over the summer, as though he 
would high hat them at any other 
time, 

‘TJ denounce that too” said Sir 
Joe. “I want to denounce every- 
thing in Variety about Mr. or Mrs. 
Willie and about Mrs. Willie’s cook- 
ing, too. She doesn’t have to cook 
and the Howards don’t serve canned 
food, It’s professional jealousy.” 


Proper Name 


Sir Joseph insisted that his name 
be spelled out properly as The Great 
Sir Joseph Ginzburg and _ that 
nothing be mentioned in the same 
story with him about anyone named 
John McCormack, Jr. Told that 
there is a report the Howards have 
decided to take on the junior Mc- 
Cormack for a summer as Sir Joe 
has dried up for laughs, Sir Joseph 
said he denounced that also. 

It’s grief to Sir Joe to spell his 
name Ginsberg, he said, as that 
might not identify him as the King 
of the Radio. His title King of the 
Radio was conferred upon him by 
NTG, said Sir Joseph, who added 
that NTG runs nite clubs that are 
always up in the air. Also, per- 
sisted Sir Joseph, he wanted it 
known that the next story about 
him in Variety must start on the 
front page and jump around, just 
like that one about Jolson a few 
weeks ago. 

Blackjacking 

Sir Joe sorta laid fn a slap when 
mentioning that he knew the How- 
ard Brothers always advertised in 
Variety and if Mrs. Willie ever 
got sore and told Mr. Willie, Variety 
then would be glad to have Sir 
Joe Ginsberg square it. Sir Jos. 
was asked if he were trying to 
blackjack a story about himself on 
the front page in that way. He 
said no, he didn’t need a story, 
that everyone knew the King of 
the Radio and just as soon as Mr. 
Gene could arrange it, he intended 
jointly starring with Mr. Willie, and 
Mr. Gene would be the business 
manager. 

Sir Joseph was warned against 
using the word joint in connection 
with amusements. He disclaimed 
any such intention, saying he had 
not appeared professionally in a 
joint since leaving the coast, but 
that the Howards were his friends 
and he had agreed to be with them 
this summer at their regular hang- 
out, Beechhurst. To assure his 
listeners-in, including a brunet Sir 
Joe kept winking at, that he would 
be with the Howards, he said that 
that afternoon, after reading the 
story in Variety that he would go 
with the highest bidder, he had 
called on Mrs. Willie and she had 
let him in the apartment on West 
86th street. 

No Police Dog 
“Mr, and Mrs. Willie have a new 
2,000 grand piano and a $300 radio, 
so I told Mrs. Willie if they would 
take both of them to Beechhurst 
without the police dog, I would live 
with them this summer.” 

That settled that, said Sir Joe, 
who after denouncing the writer of 
the Variety story for trying to 
bounce him out of his bed and 
| board, told why his hair was still 
| $0-20 dyed black. It was because, 
‘said Sir Joe, when he wore his hat 
| with the 20 percent down the sides, 
ihe looked handsome with his gray 


what he really is, The King of the 
Radio, The Great Sir Joseph Gins- 
berg. 

And confidentially, stated Sir Joe, 
when he goes with the Howards 
for the summer he always buys 
their delicatessen and holds out 
enough for himself over the winter. 
That was the other reason, he said, 
why nothing should be printed to 
offend the Willie Howards, 


hair, but with his hat off he looked | 


Raiding Name Field 


| For Musical Comedy Acts 


KENDALL’S BANK ACCOUNT 
Vaude Producer Doesn't Prosecute 
Clerks Held on Forgery 

Declaring that he had no inten- 
tion to prosecute, Kuy Kendall, 
vaudeville producer, withdrew 
charges of suspicion of forgery 
against Douglas Keough, 22, clerk 
employed by Kendall, and Raymond 
Powell, 19, also a clerk. Both youths 
were arrested by Detectives James 
Sweeny and David Mullee of the 
West 47th street station. A third 
man, who the detectives told report- 
ers was the “brains” of the outfit, 
is being sought. 

Kendall recently returned from 
Europe. He had a saving’s account 
in the Seventh National Bank, 44th 
street and Eighth avenue. The ac- 
count totalled $100, When Kendall 
returned he learned that the ac- 
count had been withdrawn. With- 
drawal slips bearing forged signa- 
tures of Kendall had been pre- 
sented to the bank and the money 
extracted on Feb. 28 and March 17. 

The producer went to the bank to 
make a withdrawal and learned 
that the account had been wiped out 
while he was away. Investigation 
showed that his signature had been 
forged. Keough is alleged to have 
stated that a third man forged his 
employer's name. 

In the meantime a new account 
had been mysteriously opened with 
the entire amount restored. When 
the Court learned that Kendall had 
no desire to prosecute the pair he 
discharged them. 


Mrs. Langdon Sues Harry 
On Coast for Divorce 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

After 25 years of married life, 
Rose Langdon has brought suit for 
divorce against Harry Langdon‘ in 
Superior Court. Complaint charges 
cruelty and desertion, and mentions 
that Langdon had been seen by his 
wife with another woman ina 
theatre. 

The Langdons have had a turbu- 
lent time for three years, the couple 
separating two years ago. Lefore 
Langdon went into pictures he was 
in vaudeville with his wife and her 
sister. 

Some time ago a property settle- 
ment was made out of court, Lang- 
don giving his wife their home on 
Hollywood boulevard and promising 
$175,000 in cash. In her complaint, 
Mrs. Langdon says none of the 
cash was ever paid and asks the 
court to order payment. 


Sick Vaudevillians 


Two vaudevillians suffering ner- 
vous collapse are under treatment 
in institutions. They are Slim Col- 
lins (Collins and Hart) and Clay 
Crouch. Collins was appearing in 
“Shadowland,” a Publix unit, when 
ordered by physicians to take a 
complete rest. He is reported taken 
to an uptown hospital in New York. 

Crouch, after under observation at 
3ellevue Hospital, is reported hav- 
ing been removed to Kings Park 
hospital, Long Island. 

Visitors have been denied to Bal 
Lloyd, in the same institu- 
tion about two months ago. 

Collins kas a home in Lynbrook, 
T.. I., where he resides with his wife 
and three adopted children. 


Frieda Berkoff Retires 


os Angeles, April 17, 
Frieda Berkoff. who worked in the 
Publix unit “Russian Revels” with 
her brother Louis, has left the act 
and is now replaced by her sister 


Gertrude. 
Miss Berkoff was recently mar- 
ried to Sydney Bellis, non-profes- 


sional, and is retiring from the 
stage to live in Los Angeles. 
Another new member to the turn 
when it opens in Denver will be 
Zita Kanglay, among the line girls. 


JESSEL IN COAST HOUSES 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
George Jessel, who arrived here 
this week to begin work on a pic- 
ture for Tiffany-Stahl, 


| Angeles, and Loew's Warfield, San 


Francisco. 


From Vaudeville Talent 


Chieago, Aprit 17. 
Shubert, while here fast 
week, is reported to hav placed 
under contract around 25 names or 
acts submitted to the musical com- 
edy producer by Arthur Lyons, of 
Lyons and Lyons, the agents. The 
Shuberts are said to have elaborate 
musical producing plans under way 
for next season and are on a raid 


J. J. 


looked upon as attractions in the 
vaudfilm or presentation houses. 

To the show business the most 
important arrangement made by 
Shubert last week through the 
Lyons and Lyons medium was that 
of Anna Seymour under an optional 
contract with Miss Seymour to be 
featured next season in a Shubert 
musical, That removes Miss Sey- 
mour from her husband's act (Henry 
Santrey) and also from her brother 
Harry, who will probably remain 
with the Santrey combination turn. 

An extended engagement into 
next season, made by Lyons and 
Lyons with J. J. at the same time 
was that of Belle Baker. Miss Baker 
is now with “Artists and Models,” 
as a specialist in this city. 

Eileen Stanley at $1,500 

Eileen Stanley, who followed 
Marion Harris into Shubert’s 
“Night in Spain,” is reported under 
a term contract with the producers, 
via Arthur Lyons. Miss Harris is 
another given a term agreement. 

In the wholesale booking placed 
by Lyons last week with the Shu- 
berts’ musical head were Blossom 
Seeley, with Benny Fields and the 
Shuberts to furnish the piano player. 
Phil Baker, on a vacation abroad, 
was placed under a two-year con- 
tract by his agent, Lyons, and Harry 
J, Conley, another vaudevillian, is 
under a two-year agreement. 

Among others set at the same 
time by Lyons during his brief 
visit here with the Shuberts were 
Grace Brinkley, on a five-year agree- 
ment; Joe Phillips (formerly with 
George LeMaire), for five years; 
Michone Brothers, for three years; 
Stevens and Bear; 3 Adams Sisters 
for three years; Transfield Sisters; 
4 Rajahs, Brunswick record makers, 
and Kendall Capps, at present with 
a Publix unit, for two years, 

Harry Lang Alone 

One of the Shubert engagements 
through Lyons surprising the local 
show folk was that of Harry Lang, 
of Lang and Haley, for two years. 
From accounts this splits the team 
professionally with Miss Haley, of 
the former 4 Haley Sisters, and 
privately Mrs. Lang, retiring for 
the present from the stage. 

All of these Lyons and Lyons- 
Shubert contracts are to become op- 
erative in the early fall, with each 
guaranteeing the performer 30 or 
more weeks per season, from ac- 
counts. 

While other names of the total of 
25 engagements made by Lyons with 
the Shuberts are not available at 
present, it is reported the heaviest 
week's individual bookings between 
one producer and agent ever put 
across in this section. 


$25 Weekly Raise 


Chicago, April 17. 


Charles Althoff, rube fiddler, has 
a unique working agreement with 
the Fux office. 

Althoff was tremendous at the 
Fox theatres in Philadelphia and 


Washington, and on the strength 
of that figured he was worth more 
dough. He broached the subject and 
it was agreed to give him a $25 
raise every week he played Fox 
houses, with a $1,090 limitation. 

Starting at $700, Althoff is 
drawing $775. 


Tony Otte’s Dutch Treats 


now 


is necotint Tony's 
ing with Fanchon and Marco to play | $60 
'one week each in Loew's State, Los} 


St. Louis, April 17. 
When Anthony Otte, theatre elec 
trician, and Mrs. fony dined out, 
it was alweys a ‘Dutch treat” 
affair, Mrs. Otte says in a suit for 
divorce fled here. 
This, the wife alleges, despite 
ich «week reached 
Tony filed a denial to his wife'’a 
inetition for divorce, but she got 


{her decreas, 


after name entertainers and acts. 
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MIDGETS USE FILM FOR 
SOCK WITH SAX SPLITS VORES 


Chieago, April 17. 
Two reels of scientific film were 
projected for enlightenment of the 
court by Attorney Ben Ehrlich in 


| Phil Baker Goes Lit 


Phil Baker has gone literati, 


his successful plea for annulment climbing aboard with the 
of the marriage of Matjus (Ike)| | others who want to say it in_ 
Matina to Margarette Cynthia, both print. 


Mr. Baker’s contribution to 
the libraries of the world or 
Times Square will be “The 
Philosophy of a Ham.” 

“A ham” is the actor’s slang 
for the other actor. Mr. Baker - 
is an actor. Whether he will 
talk about the others or that 
ham that comes in a bag, isn’t 
announced, although it may be 
brief if the former, since the 
philosophy of the majority of 
actors Phil knows is contained 
in four words: 

“How about next week?” 


» 


midgets. 

Grounds for the annulment were 
established by Ehrlich by aid of 
photographs pertaining to midgets. 
Following granting of the annul- 
ment, “Ike” and Cynthia shook 
hands good naturedly. Their wed- 
ding in 1926 at Savannah, Ga., was 
more or less a press gag, being a 
publie affair and billed as the first 
marriage of midgets in 56 years. 
The previous one was that of Tom 
Thumb, 

The usual socko charge had its 
regular inning in the suit for divorce 
filed by Attorney Phil R. Davis for 
Ethel DeVore, dancer, against Frank 
DeVore, musician. Ethel claims 
Frank climaxed his cruel treat- 
ment in whamming her deliberately 
with a saxophone. The DeVores 
were married in February, 1924. 


More Legal Air 


Marie Euler, a hip manipulator at 
the Rialto burlesque emporium, is 


HARRY ROGERS Presents 


striving through Attorney Leo A. 
Weisskopf to give George Euler, 
non-pro, legal air. Marie says she 
and George were married in Oc- 
tober, 1922, and that things were 
okay ‘until five months later when 
hubby returned to his mother with- 
out saying why. 

Another chorine, Wila A. Robert, 
has asked Phil Davis to get her a 
divorce from Albert Robert, whom 
she married a little over two years 
ago. The suit states Albert decided 
he couldn’t support a wife a year 
after he married, and quietly blew 
into the night for an apparently 
permanent leave taking. 

One more chorine, Merrilyn Wil- 
son, has filed desertion charges 
against Otis Wilson, burlesque per- 
former. Marriage was in 1920 and 
separation in 1923. Merrilyn dances 
at the Haymarket theatre regularly. 
She’s represented by Leo Weiss- 
kopf. Weisskopf has just secured 
a divorce for Effie Langill, now in 
“Vanities,” from Judson Langill, 
legit actor on grounds that Judsen 
deserted her New Year’s morn, 1926, 
af..¢ being a fairly reliable husband 
16 years. 

William Bruhman, theatre elec- 
trician, secured a divorce through 
Weisskopf from Marie Bruhman, 
also for desertion. Marriage in 
April, 1919, and separation four 
years later, 


Nell Asleep—Lost Jobs 


San Francisco, April 17. 

Nell Kelly, for the past five years 
featured on the coast by Fanchon 
& Marco, drew a cancellation on 
the second last night of her two 
weeks’ engagement at the Warfield, 
when she missed a _ performance, 
through having fallen asleep. 

A streak of temperament follow- 
ed the action by the Warfield man- 
agement, whereupon Nell’s three- 
day engagement at the California, 
San Jose, was also cancelled, but 
the matter was adjusted at the Jast 
minute and Nell opened in San 
Jose as per schedule. 


Mis ORCHESTRA 


HEADLINE ATTRACTION 


TO ALL OUR FRIENDS IN 


VAUDEVILLE 


Our Designs and Creations are always in the lead. 


Entire settings or single drops. 


Always pleased to quote you. 


DODD 


140 West 39th Street 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
Wisconsin 0646 


BEN GLICK, Manager 


Adelaide Hughes Corrects 
N.V.A. Speaker’s Remarks 


New York, April 14. 


Editor Variety: 

It is most regrettable that Varlety 
and many others placed the con- 
struction which they did upon Mr. 
Chesterfield’s reference to my late 
husband during N. V. A. week at the 
Palace. I think my presence on the 
bill prompted him to refer to Mr. 
Hughes, and I trust it was his in- 
tention to refer to him only as one 
who had given all of his strength 
and vitality to his art—and not as 
one who had been a beneficiary of 
the N. V. A. at any time. 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Hughes 
was not a member of the N. V. A. 
for some time previous to his death, 
and would therefore be ineligible to 
any favor from that organization 
even if he had needed it—which he 
did not. 

Although Mr. Hughes was induced 

by his personal physician on two 
occasions to go away for rest and 
relaxation, he was never at any 
time in any N. V. A. hospital. Fur- 
thermore, Mr. Hughes did not have 
tuberculosis at any time during his 
life and his death was caused -by 
a condition far removed from that 
disease, 
If Mr. Chesterfield’s remarks 
could be misconstrued, I am sure 
he would be only too pleased to cor- 
rect a false impression—as he 
knows the only connection that Mr. 
Hughes had with the N. V. A. was 
to aid the organization financially 
and professionally whenever he was 
called upon. 


Adelaide Hughes. 


(It was mentioned in Variety’s 
review of last week’s bill at the 
Palace, New York, that the N. V. A. 
spieler there for the hand out col- 
lection referred to Johnny Hughes 
in this wise: 


(From Variety, April 11) 


As befits the east’s only $2.20 
music hall, the Palace conducted 
the N. V. A. solicitation with dig- 
nity. In asking that patrons do- 
nate whatever they could afford, 
the spieler Monday night ex- 
plained that “any bill regardless 
of denomination” would be wel- 
come. No mention of small 
change. 

The big time touch. 

The spieler was very good. Al- 
luding to the poverty of actors, 
he explained that the actors were 
poor because they were always 
giving benefits for other charities. 

Nothing about cut weeks, lay- 
offs, or cut salaries. 

To drive home his plea for 
“bills regardless of denomination” 
the orator mentioned Adelaide 
Hughes, who had closed intermis- 
sion, Adelaide was the spieler’s 
very dear friend, he said. And her 
former partner, Johnny Hughes, 
was one of those actors who had 
been too generous, had under- 
mined his health doing benefits, 
and had died under circumstances 
which, the implication was, the 
N. V. A. had met with its accus- 
tomed speedy and unostentatious 
charity. 

The team of Adelaide and 
Hughes was a standard big time 
act for years, and Miss Hughes 
currently with William Holbrook, 
is offering a new act that con- 
firms once more her rightful 
claim to topnotch honors as an 
artist. 

It seemed extremely unkind to 
her for a soap box “patriot” to 
call public attention to any slight 
assistance the’N. V. A. may have 
been to her late partner. But the 
speech had probably been “ap- 
proved,” so that’s that. 


Craig Campbell’s Swingover 
Craig Campbell, tenor, is the lat- 
est K-A-O swingover to Loew Cir- 
cuit. Campbell has been given a 
complete route over the latter cir- 
cuit, opening at Loew’s Hillside, 
Jamaica, L. 1, this week. 


PEABODY, MINEVITCH 
NEARLY 


;Band Leaders at Seattle’s 


5ih Ave. Held Apart by Her- 
schel Stuart 


Seattle, April 17. 


A near-fistic encounter between 
Eddie Peabody, band leader at the 
West Coast 5th Avenue theatre, and 
Borrah Minevitch, headliner on the 
bill, was narrowly averted by 
Herschel Stuart, division manager 
for West Coast Theatres, 


The argument between the two is 
reported to have brought coats off 
and a call for outside to settle the 
affair a la Dempsey-Tunney. 

The controversy between Peabody 
and Minevitch came about when the 
latter failed to appear for rehearsal. 
Minevitch, according to reports, in- 
structed one of the boys in his act 
to see Peabody on the morning of 
the rehearsal and give the band 
leader all the cues, etc., inasmuch 
as he was personally unable to 
appear. 

Peabody resented the idea of tak- 
ing orders and cues from one of 
Minevitch’s boys. As a result he 
refused to be bothered until Mine- 
vitch himself appeared for rehear- 
sal, 

The boy, it is said, hurried back 
to the hotel where his boss was 
stopping and explained the matter. 
Minevitch rushed over to the the- 
atre burning up. As he was about 
to hop on Peabody, Mrs. Peabody 
appeared. She is understood to 
have opened up a vocal barage 
that squelched anything Minevitch 
wanted to say. 


Herschel Stuart, back stage at the 
time, heard the fracas and sepa- 
rated the men as they were about 
to start. When separated by Stuart. 
each threatened to walk out if the 
other west on. Stuart was in hot 
water, as the first afternoon show 
was scheduled to go on in a few 
minutes. A mob lined for a block 
waited outside to gain admittance. 
It looked like a deadlock between 
the harmonica player and the ban- 
joist for awhile, when Ollie Wal- 
lace, organist at the house, sug- 
gested that in order to avoid 
further friction the show be divided 
into two parts. The plan was that 
Peabody and his band do their stuff 
first and the Minevitch act follow. 
It was further agreed that when 
Minevitch did his act on the stage 
Peabody was to leave and turn the 
baton over to the house leader 
while Minevitch was not to appear 
on the stage or in the wings until 
actual] time for his act to go on. 


Stage Show for New House 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Daphne Pollard, Harry Kelly and 
tay West’s orchestra have been 
engaged for the stage presentation 
at the new Warner Brothers pic- 
ture theatre, opening April 26. 

Larry Ceballos is producing the 
prolog with 24 girls. This will be 
Miss Pollard’s first appearance on 
a stage since leaving vaudeville 
and going into pictures under con- 
tract to Mack Sennett. 

The Ray West organization has 
been booked as the pit and stage 
attraction for the house until July 1, 
after which Irving Aaronson’s 
Commanders are set to come in. 

Operator’s Judgment Reversed 


Boston, April 17. 


The Massachusetts Supreme 
Court set aside yesterday a jury 
award of $12,000 given John J. 
Sweetman of the Moving Picture 


Operators’ Union in his suit against 
officers and members of local 182 of 
that union, 

A new trial has been ordered by 
the Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court says that Sweetman can re- 
cover from some of the defendants 
but not from all, 


Companionate Couple 
Cancels L. A. Grind 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Josephine Haldeman-Julius and 
her companionate marriage husband, 
Auhrey Roselle, arrived here from 
Kansas City Under the impression 
that they were to appear for Pane 
tages. Instead they found theme 
selves booked for personal appeare- 


ances at Tally’s, grind house, where 
“Flaming Virtue,” Millard’s' sex 
picture, is being shown. Millard 
wired them, “Made arrangements 
with Mr. Pantages; you open 
Los Angeles April 14.” 

The couple played four perform- 
ances, consulted Attorney Howard 
B. Henshey, and at his advice, 
walked out and notified the sex 
picture impresario that they were 
not coming back. They claimed, 
further, that Millard had requested 
them to debate the subject of com- 
panionate marriage instead of doing 
their dancing act which they did 
for Pantages on a week’s engage- 
ment some time ago in Kansas City. 

Alexander Pantages disclaimed 
all knowledge of the matter beyond 
having given Millard the address 
of the couple. 

Miss Haldeman-Julius and her 
boy hubby may appear in a picture 
Tiffany-Stahl contemplates on the 
companionate idea. 


Hippodrome, N. Y., Now 


A 
Comedy Smash! 


BILLY MARIE 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


Laugh Locaters 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


with 


MISS MARIE HARTMAN 


World’s Champion Comedienne 


A Natural Born Comedienne 
Who Delivers REAL LOW Com- 
edy in a High Class Manner 


Next Week, April 23 
Richmond, Va. 


AND 
HIS 


ALTON 


ORIGINAL NOVELTIES 
AT THE WURLITZER 


Orpheum Theatre, Los Angeles 


NEW HOTEL ANNAPOLIS 
Washington, D, O, 
Single, $17.50 
Double, $28.00 
in the Heart of 
Theatre District 


pee 11-12 and H Sts. 
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KEITH-ALBEE CIRCUIT =| 


Wednesday, 


New Style Flash Act 
Held With $1,000 Top 


The first of a series of three and 
’ four people “office” acts have been 
'' produced by Macklin Megley for 
». K-A-O. This is in line with the 


April 18, 1928 31 


——- 


VAUDEVILLE 


TANK ACTIN FRONT | wate Music Wavers as 
OF DET. STAGE BAND Orchestra Sans Instrument 


Detroit, April 17. 
Hollywood theatre (neighborhood), 
owned and operated by the Cohen 
Bros., and K-A booked, will short!s 


VARIETY 


Tabs in Summer 


The Gus Sun Circuit is 
angling hard with its eastern 
houses to sell the tab policy 
idea for summer, 

In some of the hard to sell 
doubtful spots the Sun Agency 


Male quartets are again in 
demand for vaudeville. 

Agents representing various 
circuits have for the 
harmony singing foursomes 
but can't find many around. 


| Professor Leon Theremin, the 


spots and inventor of ether music 


‘maker 


is going into vaudeville. It will be 


| 
| 
i 


new production, policy that calls for is propositioning to put the experiment with a policy slightly According to the agent's his stage debut. 
“flash” acts under $1,000. Most will tabs in on a percentage. deviating from the present one. check up there are jess than 20 So far in America he has made 
"average $700, but can go as high as If the summer tab idea goes House is now stage band and plays such acts on all vaude circuits 


> 


$900. 

Tad Tieman’s “Tunesmiths,” 
vaude band for the past several 
seasons, has been disbanded. Tie- 
man, his chief comic, Pinkie Dies, 
and a girl have been teamed as a 
‘three-act. 

Another three-act is “Laughing 
Lady,” which includes Joe Dono- 


: hue, brother of Jack; Peggy O'Neal, 


and Sir John Dunn, titled English 


«'@ancer. Book written by John Mur- 


Tay, with music and lyrics by Cliff 


Hess. 
‘As an example of the new type 


over it will hold 30 houses on 
Sun's books, which otherwise 
would put up the shutters 
| Som June to September. 


Agents Must Sue 


Acts for Commission 


In two months the Arnold Johnson 
orchestra allegedly grossed $10,000 
in earnings from vaudeville and the 
Park: Central Hotel, New York, 
Lyons & Lyons, the agents, booking 
them, is suing Johnson for 10 per 


talent suitable for presentations 
booked by Keith western. Experi- 
ment will involve more convention:i 
vaude material, such as acrobatic 
and novelty acts. 


Odiva and seals are booked early 
in June. This is probably the first 
instance of a tank spotted in front 
of a stage band. Another experi- 
ment will be with the Aurora Trio, 
bike act. 


Ben Cohen states the trial wiil be 
for his own information. He has 
notified the booking office to cut 


combined. 


Inde Houses Solicited 
By K-A-O Fam. Dept. 


The K-A-O Family Department 
is launching the strongest drive in 
years to Weun outside owned 
houses away from current § inde- 
pendent bookers. 

In several successful take-overs, 
K-A-O has been competing by 
hooking in standard acts trying 


j but two public appearances, giving 
; demonstrations at the Metropolitan 
Opera and the 


H{ouse Yiaza Hotel. 


Professor Theremin intends anact 
with a number of men te whom he 
has taught his pecullar art. In this 
way he will offer the peculiar spec- 
tacle of an entire orchestra pro- 
ducing their music by waving their 
hands in the air. 

Thereim is under the show man- 


agement of Boris Bakchy and Sal 
Shipper. 


down on blues singers, soubrets and | new material at a price, and with Barthelmess-Gibbs Film 
of “office” flash is the present Doc| cent thereof for managerial serv-| sister teams. the houses figured as getting a oe 
Baker act, consisting of himself and | jces. rendered or $1,000.. The John- break. seles, Ay 
‘’ two girls, Peaches and Poppy, and] son orchestra is also in the “Green- Independent bookers claim the chard Barthelmess upon his re- 
Belling for $750. A year or so ag0|wich .Village Follies,” placed by turn from a four-week vacation in 


Baker was out with a chorus and 


the act salary: was $1,500. 


Lyons, 


Kendler & Goldstein are acting 
for the plaintiff, 


V. M. P. A.’s New M. C. 


The annual dinner of the Vaude- 
ville Managers’ Protective Associa- 
tion will be held next Monday night, 


same houses would not take break- 
ins from them at a premium, but 
are doing it for K-A-O. After the 
break-in list ‘is exhausted K-A-O 


Honolulu, will start work on “Out 
‘of the Roads,” by Sir Phillip Gibbs. 
Al Santell will direct. 


HAL The same attorneys represent Al] April 23, in the Hotel Plaza and poy step to 
js os , Grossman in a 5 per cent commis-| there may be a new toastmaster.|)!!!S at the current scale averaging — 
’ sion claim against the Wagner Heretofore Ben S. Moss has al-| fom $350 to $500 weekly fora 10- | Sensational Ball-Room Dancers 
; Brothers (Harry and Hyman) and ways presided. Now that R. S: has act show, five acts on split week ail 
their Big Side Show, which, played| sola out ‘all ‘his K-A-O theatrical] "4 with at least a five-people flash 
for K-A at $1,750 a week top, gr0ss-| holdings it is conjecturable whether |CO™Pulsory in the listing on each 
ing approximately $30,000 so far| he wilt be master of ceremonies 
| reatared by FASCHON and Manco last Throush Grossman's |noxt Monday. 
1 Direction ARTHUR SPIZZI || efforts So r 
its Lyric, Hoboken, opening, and se- JUDGMENTS 
KAHL-GORDON IN DETROIT | | Lyric, Operating Co. tne, and 
LY wrossman holds a managerial con- acob Oppenheimer; Longacre Nat. 
” “ane tract for five per cent of the’ gross. Detroit, April 17. Bank of N. Y.; $17,619. a 
The Wagners were examined be-| 54m Kahl dropped in for a day| Same; same; $17,238. wy 
ow mec”! Max Gordon, Kahl failed to reveal Irving Theatres Corp, and Irving oe’ 
(The of a reason for the visit and seemed Nat. Theatre Sup Co.; CARANAS and BARKER 
om the, snooping around. | Viewing Mover; Bway Subway] 
eh These te Seana Peacges Nell Kelly at Roxy Gordon kept in the background. Pierre Jeresco and Yvonne Ac- 
San Francisco, April 17. Kahl found all Detroit salaries | cent; Booking Offe)es, 
“ ” rear , already cut. costs, 
ead the coabt, Nel Ketty| || NOW APPEARING IN AMERIOA! 
BABE is being sent east and will open at Harriet Hoctor’s Full Routine $638, 
b the Roxy, New York, in about four} Harriet Hoctor, who has been do- Same; same; same. : 
ivi O S weeks. ing but a partial routine with “The Corp., et al.; B. 
| The comedienne has just renewed | Three Musketeers” for the past sev- ‘Wake 
a contract with the coast producers | eral weeks because of a knee injury, Triangle 
Pa for three years, with an option of|this week put in her entire routine Frank Fay; Margaret Sullivan; THE SENSATION OF, FRANCE! 
Tap Dancer Supreme three more. for the first time. $170. 
35 PeopleALL COLORED REVUE-—35 People 
FEATURING | 
DRAKE’S CYCLONIC 11-PIECE JAZZ BAND 
|! OCTOROON BEAUTY CHORUS 15 SPEED DEMONS 
! 
} THOSE TWO FUNNY, VOLCANIC COMEDIANS—AND HOW! 
¥ DRAKE, Feature Comedian, with “String Bean” Price, the Eccentric Comedian 
4 
A 
HENRY DRAKE 
DRAKE’S CYCLONIC JAZZ BAND (Himself ) DRAKE & WALKER’S ALL COLORED REVUE j 
Broke house records at the Empire Theatre, Lawrence, Mass., in spite of it being Holy Week. Sold out 
each night at the Strand Theatre, Uphams Corner, Boston, Mass., week of April 9 
Week of April 16—Quincy Theatre, Quincy, Mass. Week of April 23—Waldorf wee a Mass q 
Week of May 7, 8, 9—Colonial Theatre, Newport, R. 1. May 10, 11, 12—Empire Theatre, Fa iver, Mass. : 
For Terms, Write, Wire or Phone HARRY INGALLS, Manager Production Dept., Hancock 1609, 162 Tremont Street, Boston ; 
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VARIETY 


SAN FRANCISCO 
935 Market St. 
BOSTON 
i8| Tremont 


Crooning —Fascinatin®? / 


OLE LULLAI 


» Erno ~ Lew Pollack and sidney Mitchell 


SEVENTH AVE., 


LEO 


PHILADELPHIA KAN 


CINCINNATT I 


107-8 Lyric Theatre Bidg 1228 Market St. Gayet. 
TORONTO DETROIT LOS 
193 Yonge 1020 Randolph St. 405 M 


32 Po Wednesday, April 18, 1928 ee 
Gus KAHN’s AND WALTER 
HAV 
| Hapr / 
GUS KAHN ani TEDDY SHAPIRO 


Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


A Glorious Fox Trot Song / 


SUNRISE 


by LESTER SAN TLY 6 CLIFF FRIEND 


NEW YORK N.Y. 


KANSAS CITY CHICAGO LONDON. WC. 2 ENGLAND 
Gayety Theatre 1 167 No. Clark St. 138 Charing Cross Road. 
LOS ANGELES MINNEAPOLIS AUSTRALIA, MELBOURN” 


405 Majestic Thea. Bidg. 433 Loeb Arcade | 276 Collins St. 


TER. DONALDSON’S GREATEST/ or—— 
LONESOME— | 
YOURE WITH SOMEBODY 
by RUTH ETTING, ABEL BAER & L.WOLFE GILBERT 
/ : 
Fox Trot Ballad : | 
by Gus Hahn-Carmen Lombardo -JohnWGreen 
A Fast Stepping Fox Trot Song’ . 
ly ARTZKASSEL ands MARTY BLOOM 
am Createst / 
aven — LYRIC Dolly Mo FSO. | 
Orchestrations | 
ey | 
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Hijackers After Booze—Abandoned 
Truck When Discovering Error 


All of the baggage of a complete | 


Pantages road show was stolen, 
presumably by hijackers, from a 
garage in Hamilton, Ontario. The 
loaded truck was waiting to make 
the hau! to St. Catharines, Ontario, 
when the theft occurred. It was 
gome hours before the truck Was 
recovered, the hijackers abandoring 
it when finding they had not stolen 
liquor. 

Acts that temporarily faced the 
loss of their entire wardrobes and 
belongings included Paul Rahn and 
Co., Andy Potter Trio, Houlton an@ 
Whiting. Mary Zoller and Co., and 
Eddie White's Gayeties. 


Loew Dropped One Agent 


booking 
inactive 

name, 
de- 


anticipated Loew 
follow up list of 
included but one 
Resnick, who has been 
nied the booking privileges. 
Following the dropping of half 
a dozen agents some months ago, 
most of the boys dealing with Loew 
have started hustling with the re- 
sult that some who were skidding 
have retrieved their standing. 


The 
office 
agents 
Eddie 


DRIVE DROPS PALACE 40 PCT. 
Chicago, April 17. 

The N. V. A. charity drive cost 

the vaude theatre business dear. 

Most marked cut in patromise was 

at the two-a-day Palace, where the 


'. gross dropped 40 per cent. on the 


week, 


BAGGAGE TRUCK STOLEN 


Immigration Board 


Finally Releases Dancer 


Detroit, April 17. 


Mishka Egnatoff, until recently of 


Olga Mishka Co. (vaude), has been 


cleared by the local immigration 
board and released. His non-pro 
brother, Alexander Igmagowski, 


alien, is serving a 30-day sentence, 

The brothers were arrested by 
UU. S. officers about five weeks ago 
when Igmagowski, accompanied by 
Mishka, attempted to enter Detroit 
through alieged false impersona- 
tion. Mishka was playing the Capi- 
tol, Windsor, when visited by Igma- 
gowski, who recently arrived in 
Canada from Russia, It was 
charged Igmagowski described him- 
self as a member of the dance act 
and presented a passport issued to 
Harry Gordon, local realtor, who 
was in the party. 

Egnatoff was first held as an ac- 
complice but released on bond as a 
witness with Gordon after spending 
several days in jail. He has been 
in this country over 10 years but 
has not become naturalized. The 
act continued without him upon his 
arrest, placing Mishka out of work. 
Immigration board is reported to 


have considered that sufficient 
punishment, on top of his stay in 
the pen. 


Igmagowski will be fined $50 when 
completing his jail sentence and de- 
ported. 


Flash Act Disbands 


“The Whirl of Broadway,” with 19¢ 


people, produced by Frank Gould, 
has disbanded. 

Gould’s act isn’t the only one of 
the “flash” kind that has been forced 
to quit lately through unsatisfac- 
tory booking conditions in vaude. 


BORROWS ALIMONY MONEY 


Jan Rubini Must Pay Wife $85 
Weekly From Community Fund 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Some of the entanglements in the 
domestic difficulties of Jan Rubini, 
violinist, were straightened out in 
Superior Judge Fletcher Bowron’'s 
court. Mrs. Diane Rubini summoned 
her husband on back alimony pro- 
ceedings, pending that of a divorce 
action in June. Mrs. Rubini had 
been awarded temporary alimony of 
$85 a week for the support of their 
two minor children, also the posses- 
sion of a new car. 

She charged she had received no 
money from Rubini for several 
weeks. Rubini's attorney, Phillip 
Cohen, told the court his client had 
been out of work during that time 
and still is. 

The judge modified the original 
order and instructed Rubini to pay 
his wife the $85 weekly out of their 
community interests until he starts 
working again. Then he is to pay 
the amount out of his earnings. By 
this arrangement any money Ru- 
bini takes from the community fund 
will be charged to him in the final 
accounting. 

At a previous hearing Rubini was 
allowed to draw $1,800 from the 
community fund to buy himself a 


ear, after Mrs. Rubini won the rights 


to the car they both had. 


NED HASTINGS’ VENTURE 
Cincinnati, April 17. 

Ned Hastings, for 21 years with 
B. F. Keith as a house manager, is 
going into business with Rudolph 
Block. 

They will establish a local pub- 
licity and booking agency, 


Geo. Guy, 74, Leads Minstrel Parade 


and some splendor. 


(latter closed for season). 
minstrels, are also out. 


70 is still active. 
retired. 


culty is experienced 


movies on bath night. 


Seven or eight minstrel troupes are the only survivors from the 
old days when blackface outfits traveled the country in numbers 


Those still going include John. R. Vanarames, Lasses White® 
James Coburn, Lincoln's Minstrels, Guy Bros., and Al G. Fields 
Roscoe and Hockwalds, 


The Guys are completing their 54th season. 
74, leads the street parade, rain or shine, while brother Charlie at 
Two other brothers, Eddie and Arthur, have 


The minstrels hit the wayside villages for one night engagements 
at $1 top, although occasionally a stop for two days is made. 
filling Saturday nights, as practically all 
theatres and halls, no matter how small the town or house, have 


real negro 


George Guy, now 


Diffi- 


Vaude Last Half in 
8th Ave. Smallie, Arena 


Vaude goes in at the Arena, 8th 
avenue and 40th street, New York, 
the last half of the week, with the 
house playing four acts booked by 
Jack Linder, 

The Arena is the first of the 
smaller picture houses along 8th 
avenue to embrace vaude to offset 
opposition of the numerous other 
straight picture houses in the 
vicinity. 

It is opérated by the Consolidated 
Amusement Co. The vaude policy 
will obtain for last halves only. 


Wainwright-Capes Producing 

Lee Wainwright and Edith Mae 
Capes have formed a vaude pro- 
ducing partnership. Both formerly 
produced as individuals, with Miss 
Capes also authoring several of her 
own acts. 


HEADLINES THAT TELL 


STORY! 


DESMOND SCORES 
IN NEW 


By Gregory Goss 


FROM LOS ANGELES “KXAMINER” 


PLAYLET 


FROM THE 


is heading this week's Pantages 


Desmond in New 


tertainment enhance this 
“sneakie’’ performance of 
lar “Bill,” 


the 


Sketch at Pantages 


good support, and good all-round en- 
AMaUZINE 
popu- 


William Desmond is pine a> internationally known stage and screen star will face the camera, within 
Man” at Pantages — oy title the next two.or three years at least. 
one disputes his claim [0 3 in cetane Several circuits are after the bookings for the fifteen-minute sketch which 
as his sketch is a welcome ee Desmond presents with Mary Maclvor (Mrs. William Desmond) and Harry 
from an abundance ot dancing use Shutan He has his choice of Pantages time, Orpheum and Keith-Albee 
the current line-up. The es peat Pl ’ dates, or Australian bookings There is a possibility that Desmond may 
theatrical producers Oltice beh urrange his plans to include all the offers. It is learned that a London 
play booked for debut ten 1 palsies engagement may be arranged also 
ee Ae NS kes his “The Right Man” is by Charles Smith, and was written especially for 
That's where Desinond — pram ula the star. It is something new in the way of vaudeville vehicles for screen 
entrance. You might think it wold luminaries, and in this novelty Hes a great deal of the appeal which ft holds 
be an easy conquest, bu Oech ds ae for the audience Instead of the pluylet being an offering to merely present 
complications, otherwise known ae the screen star to the public, as is often the case, “The Right Man” is a 
suspence, Desmond plays cas pte , dramatic sketch that hides Desmond's identity until the very last. He 
role, one a doddering old rein rhe plays an old man, and until the final curtain, when he takes off his wig 
the other his gave and ing : and mmake-up, the audience does not suspect that the old and withered 
self character he plays is Wilillam Desmond. The applause which greets his 
final action is a true tribute to his masterful work. 
FROM LOS ANGELES “HERALD” Harry Shutan, who has appeared in a number of Los Angeles produc- 
tions, including Will Morrissey’s “‘Exposures" at the Hollywood Music Box 


and ‘Relat at the 


the sketch 


us 


cal manager whos: 


“FILMOGRAPH" 


AUSTRALIA, EUROPE AND AMERICA VAUDEVILLE 
BOOKINGS OFFERED FOR HIS FINE PLAYLET 


With the success of William Desmond's playlet, ‘The Right Man,"’ which 
bill, 


Vine Street theatre, is seen in an important role in 
Shutan does something that is a radical departure from any- 
thing he has done before locally, and he is most convincing as the theatri- 
tavor Desmond is trying to win, 


the doubt has arisen whether the 


At Pantages this week Bill Des- 
mond surprised even his most ardent FROM LOS ANGELES “TIMES 
admirers by his really fine charac- SO 
terization in the brilliant sketch 
“The Right Man.” He does it mag- : 
nificently. In addition, good lines, It's 


engageluent yesterday at the 


Representing the 


FROM LOS ANGELES “NEWS” 


Bill Desmond In Clever 


Adinirers of Bill Desmond 
the 
the stage. 


ducer to hire his son. It 
done and has a bang-up finish. 


Play At Pantages 


will 
have an opportunity this week to see 
ex-movie star in one of the most 
intriguing playlets offered recently on 
Desmond depicts an aged 
man pleading with a theatrical pro- 
is neatly 


won many friends as leading man. 


strange as it may seem, he 


NOVEL ACT PRESENTS DESMOND 


a “variety show’ in truth, this new program which opened a week's 
Pantages, 
thing for everyone, and a hittle bit more for any dance lovers who happen 
to be numbered among those present. 

spoken drama on the bill is none other than William 
Pesmond, who recalled to many those days of the old Burbank, wh 


Desmond appeared in a novel and cleverly staged one-act play, 
portrayed himself. 
impossible to reveal the plot, so it must suffice to state that the 
a& splendid bit, assisted by two clever actors. 


a show with the proverbial some- 


ere he 


in which, 
makes it 
actor did 


A novel twist 


PRESS CRITICS AND PUBLIC 
UNANIMOUS 


A SMASHING HIT! 


FROM LOS ANGELES 


DESMOND HIT 
AT PANTAGES 


PANTAGES — William Desmond 
and Company; Dotson, Ruloff 
and KEiton; Winehill and Bris- 
coe; Radio Fancies; Universal 
classic revival, “The Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame,” with 
Lon Chaney and all-star cast; 
News and Fables. 


“RECORD” 


Recollections of the days when 
William Desmond was playing behind 
the footlights of the old Burbank 


theatre as a matinee idol are brought 
to Pantages this week, with a start- 
ling delineation of how a_ veteran 
cctor acts—William Desmond star- 
ring in “The Right Man.” 

Desmond received a_ tremendous 


ovation at the hands of an early eve- 
ning audience last night. 

“The Right Man” is a delightfuliy 
realistic playlet, with several clever 
turns to the plot—-a story of the the- 
atre game in which a manager finds 
himself without a leading man for 
an important production several days 
off. How Desmond wins the place 
against a bitter hatred sounds like 
an old theme. Desmond puts it over, 
supported by an able company. 


FROM LOS ANGELES “EXPRESS” 


Desmond Back On Stage, 
But He’s Disguised 


Williain Desmond's recent combi- 
nation of grease paint and footlights 
evidently wasn't enough, for he's 
back on the stage this week at Pan- 
tages. 

“The Right Man" is the name of 
the playliet in which he and a com- 
pany of two appear. It offers him 
an opportunity for a bit of character 
work such as he seldom attempts 
the role of his own father. It is of 
just about the right consistency for 
vaudeville, ending with a neat sur- 
prise. 


to Irving besser, 
Lesser, and operated with a vaud- 


Foreclosure Suit for 
Lesser’s Capitol, Bayside 


The Capitol, Bayside, L. I., passed 
into receivership last week when 
the Bowery Savings Bank, New 
York, foreclosed a $227,000 mort- 
gage on house, and had Thomas 
DeGraffen appointed receiver. 


The Capitol had been under lease 
brother of Joe 


film policy, playing five acts on a 
split week booked by Jack Linder. 


Capitol was a local promotion 
with many of the townspeople §in- 
vesting. The theatre was in the 
red practically since’ beginning 
operation two years ago. 


Orph’s Ups and Downs 

Des Moines, Ia., April 17. 
Policy of the Orpheum, instituted 
recently to allow for only one show 
nightly from Monday to Friday, 
brought such a decrease in receipts 
that the house has gone back to 
three shows daily. 
Reduced admission from 50 to 40 
cents for any seat on week nights, 
with 50 cents holding for week-end 
nights. Matinees continue at 25 
cents, 


COLORED TAB ON K-A TIME 


Drake and Walker’s all-colored 
musical tabloid, “Chocolate Girl,” is 
playing the Keith-Albee bookings in 
New England. 

The team, also the proprietors of 
the show, have two other tabs in 
their rep, with H. Drake the pro- 
ducer, 

Direct booking is entered for the 
colored show by the K-A offices. 


Bud Hale’s Night Job 
Bud Hale, formerly of Budd 
Brothers, comedy acrobats, has been 
appointed night watchman at Ar- 
cola Amusement Park, Hackensack. 


ENGLAND ONG 


CHINESE BLUES SINGER 

SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR 

WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 
Thanks to Harry Wallin 


CORRINNE 


MARSH 


In Specialty Dances 


Featured with “Radio Fancies” 
Now Playing Pantages Circuit 


NOW PLAYING PUBLIX THEATRES 


MASSE 
DIETRICH 


Direction ARTHUR SEELIG 
of LYONS and LYONS 


CHARLES 


BEAUCHAMP 


TENOR 


lith Consecutive Week at 
Million Dollar Theatre, Los 


Publix 
Angeles 
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VARIET 


HOPPED FROM NEW YORK TO PARIS 


LOU 


HOPPED ACROSS BROADWAY FROM THE 


ODY CLU 


WHERE THEY APPEAR NIGHTLY 


TO THE KEITH-ALBEE 


4 
a 
‘ 
~ 
Tite 
2 
. 
7 * 


WHERE THEY CREATE LAUGHS TWICE DAILY 


THIS WEEK, APRIL 16 


ACCLAIMED BY THE CROWD AND PRESS: 


“ONE OF THE GREATEST FEATS OF 1928” 


“WHADDA WE CARE— 


PARODY OR PALACE—IT’S JUST FOR A LAUGH” 
Personal Direction—JACK CURTIS 


| 
i 
EDDIE 
| JIMMY | 
| 


. and strained his thumb, while Helen 


36 VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 


Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


FAULTY DIVING TANK 


Three Accidents in “Diving Venus” 
Turn at Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

There were three casualties while 
the “Diving Venus” idea was at 
Loew's State here last week. 

The tank used in the act was built 
at a local studio and it was not 
large enough for the safety of the 
divers and swimmers. 

The tirst to be injured was Wayne 
Bradfor’. who sustained a_ two- 
inch gash in his foot caused by a 
protruding bolt. Then Jimmie Faw- 
cett hit a side of the tank in a dive 


McCabe almost jolted out her in- 
sides when she hit the water in a 
dive and had to retire from the act. 


Sophie Tucker on Water 
Sophie Tucker sailed last mid- 
night (Tuesday) on the Aquitania, 
changing her sailing date for Lon- 
don from April 21, 


THOSE VERSATILE DANCERS 


MURIEL 


AND 


FISHER 


Foremost Exponents of the Bowery 
Dance—Featured in ‘Parisian Frolics’ 


HARRIET 


HARBAUGH 


COMEDIENNE 
Appearing as “MAMA” 


tu Sol Gould’s Act, “SPAIN” 
K. & A. HOUSES EXCLUSIVELY 


SONGS AND DANCES 


TWINS 
Playing Coast Theatres 
With Thanks to Fanchon and Marco 


MARRIAGES 


Harry Danforth, agent, to Connie 
Campbell, April 11, in Chicago. 
Mrs. Danforth is the daughter of 
her husband's former partner. 

Norman Pallatt, dancer and vo- 
ecalist, and Guy Vovyer, vaude pro- 
ducer, at Rochester, N. Y., April 10, 
by Rev. Andrew Gillies. 

Tom Rooney (Earl Carroll office) 
to Daisy Ford, in New York April 
12. Miss Ford was with the Guy 
Voyer vaude act. 

Guy Voyer to Norma Pallat, at 
Rochester, April 10. Miss Pallat is 
leading woman in the Voyer vaude 
act. 

Elizabeth Allen to Robert Mont- 
gomery, April 14 at City Hall, New 
York. The bride is with “Broad- 
way” Co., Newark. The groom is 
also on the stage. 

Carmen Fay DeRue, actress, to 
Harold A. Biorgo (non-professional) 
at Eagle Rock, Cal., April 14. Bride 
is daughter of Eugene DeRue, film 
director. 

Ray Logan, treasurer of the Cur- 
ran, San Francisco, to Lauretta 
Barry (non-professional), in that 
city, April 12. 


NATTOVA HEADING UNIT 


Natacha-Nattova will head “The 
Moth and the Flame” unit for Pub- 
lix opening May 25. John Murray 
Anderson is producing. 

The title is derived from Miss 
Nattova’s dance creation of that 
character, she objecting to being 
identified with the one dance idea, 
but overruled by Publix. 


MIX AT HIP 


Tom Mix and his horse, Tony, 
make their first New York appear- 
ance on their present K-A-O tour 
the week May 21 at the Hippodrome. 

This date precedes Mix’s date at 
the E. F. Albee, Brooklyn. 


Mcintyre-Heath for Shubert 
McIntyre and Heath were signed 
to a Shubert contract this week. 
The minstrel comics will be as- 
signed to one of the new Shubert 
shows. 


GENERAL 


BOOKING 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY! 
General &xecutive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANN 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT: 9850~NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD'G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


MANAGER 


MANAGER 


4 Men Meet Death 
From Burns in Car Crash 


Edward Caverly, 26, flymiun, at 
Keith's theatre, White Plains, died 
last week in White Plains, N. Y., 
hospital of burns received in an 
auto accident on the Tarrytown 
road April 2. 

Two other men, John McConnell 
and George McConkey, said to be 
members of the same theatre crew, 
also lost their ives in the same ac- 
cident. The I. A. headquarters, New 
York, has no names like theirs on 
the Westchester County locai (366) 
roster which covers White Plains. 

A fourth member of the party, 
James Brady, lunchroom proprietor 
in Elmsford (suburban) was hurned 
alive at the time. 


The men were riding in a two- 
door Ford sedan on the Tarrytown 
road headed for White Plains. In 
turning aside to avoid a collision 
with another car, the. men crashed 
into a temporary gas main, placed 
there during road construction. The 
impact broke\the cap of a 12-inch 
gas main. Illuminating gas: poured 
fourth and was ignited by a spark 
from the motor’s exhaust. 

McConnell and McConkey in the 
front seat jumped to safety and 
made heroic efforts to extricate the 
other two in the rear seat.. Caverly 
was carried out and rushed to the 
hospital but Brady was burned al- 
most beyond recognition. 


Publix Grabs Pepito 
And Moss and Frye 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Pepito, musical clown who finish- 
es his engagement at Grauman’s 
Chinese next week, will take up a 
Publix route of 832 weeks imme- 
diately. 

Early in June, Moss and Frye 
will begin a similar length tour for 
this circuit. Both bookings made 
through the local William Morris 
agency. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sloane, April 7, 
at Hollywood (Cal.) Hospital, son. 
Father ig film director, recently 
with Pathe-DeMille. 

Mr. and Mrs, Phil Ryan, April 7, 
at Hollywood (Cal.) Hospital, son. 
Father is general manager of Met- 
ropolitan studios for Pathe. 

Mr. and Mrs. G W. (Johnny) 
Johnstone, daughter, in Brooklyn 
Hospital, April 11. Father is man- 
ager of public relations department 
of National Broadcasting Co. 

Mr. and Mrs, Herman Kramer, 
April 10, in Detroit, son. The father 
,;owns the Kramer theatre. 
| Mr. and Mrs, Jack R. Spicer, at 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., April 4, son. 
Parents, both professionals, are at 
present conducting a school at 
Wilkes-Barre, 

Mr. and Mrs. Marty Joyce, at their 
home, 175 Central avenue, Leonia, 
N. J., April 13, son. Father is in 
vaudeville; mother’ professionally 
known as M. Flora Joyce, theatrical 
manager and producer, 


Houses Opening 


Three theatres have inaugurated a 
five-act split-week policy: Capitol, 


New London; Palace, Norwich, and 
Capitol, Middletown, Conn. 
Iimpress, Montreal, new 4,000- 


seater erected by Canadian Consoli- 
dated, Ltd., will open with a vaud- 
film policy Apri] 29. Five acts on 
a split week, booked by John 
Coutts Agency, New York. 

Frank Gersten’s new house, Bo- 
gota, N. J., opens April 30, Will 
play combination programs. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Leon Leonidoff, assistant produc- 
tion director at the Roxy, is back 
on the job after a month's illness. 

William (Bill) McCarthy, stage 
manager with Fanchon and Marco 
units, taken to O'Connor - Hospital, 
San Jose, Cal. with internal hem- 
orrhages. Condition igs not critical. 

Rufus Freiling, stage doorman at 
the Granada, San Francisco., is in 
University Hospital for observation 
concerning stomach ailments. 

Eddie Brandstatter, proprietor of 
the Montmartre cafe in Hollywood, 
Cal., is in the Hollywood Hospital 
suffering from a damaged skull fol- 
lowing an automobile accident. 

Edith Spencer is quite ill at the 
Hotel Trenia, Chicago. She is the 
vaudeville partner of Lottie Gee. 

Wells Hawks, convalescing from 
a long illness, continues to show 
improvement. He went upstate 
CN. Y¥.) last week to remain in- 
definitely. 

Ferne Snyder, chorus girl in 
Publix’s “Hands Up” unit, which 
recently played the Seattle (Ore.) 
theatre, fell from the stage plat- 
form into the orchestra pit. She 
seriously sprained her leg and was 
sent to her home in Los Angeles. 
She was replaced in Portland by 
a girl from a local dancing studio. 

Johnny Burns, vaudeville, is in the 
American Hospital, Chicago, with 
pneumonia and inflammatory rheu- 
matism. 

Neil Kingsley, 
ness, is out. 

Art Henry has had to take time 
out to have some sinus and appen- 
dicitis trouble looked after by the 
does. 

The Encopia troupe dropped out 
of the Ringling-Barnum circus at 
Madison Square Garden, New York, 
last week because of illness of 
several of its members. The troupe 
will return when the ill members 
have recovered. 

Write to ill and injured 


Pan Out of Ogden 
Ogden, Utah, April 17. 


Through the sale of the Orpheum 
theatre property to local interests, 
Pantages vaude there will discon- 
tinue after this week. 

Notice has been given 
chestra. 

An unannounced option was given 
on the property at $125,000, with 
the sale just made to a local firm 
by the option’s holder at $155,000. 


the or- 


Doris Rue at Oriental 
Doris Rue, now winding up her 
fourth week at the Palace, New 
Orleans, opens at the _ Oriental 
(Publix), Chicago, May 13. 


N. V. A. SEATTLE FLOP 


Less Than $400 Midnight Show's 
Gross—M. C. Leaves Stage 


Seattle, April 17. 

Less than $400 gross was realized 
Friday by the N. V. A. midnight 
benefit show at the Orpheum. None 
of the other theatres in town gave 
any attention to the affair, though 
not objecting to acts appearing. 

About half the turns announced 
appeared. In the middle of the per- 
formance Eddie Peabody, acting as 
m. ¢c., pleaded illness and retired, 
first calling Leo Carrillo from the 
audience to officiate, 

Tickets were $1 top. 


Lyons’ Chi Office 


Chicago, April 17. 

Lyons & Lyons of New York have 
decided to open their Chicago of- 
fice in the Four Cohans Theatre 
Building. 

At the outset Joe Lyons (no rela- 
tive of the partners) will be in 
charge. 


after a severe ill- 


METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestones, spangies, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 
costumes, Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wylie & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


A Positive Hit in “Hit the Deck” 
FRANK 


MITCHELL 


JACK 


DURANT 


MAJESTIC, LOS ANGELES 


ARTHUR 


MILLARD and MARLIN 


In “KOLLEGE KAPERS,” Written by Henry Bergman 
This Week (April 16), BOSTON, MASS. 
Next Week (April 23), LOWELL and PORTLAND 
Direction MILT LEWIS 


MINNA 


1560 Broadway 


ACME BOOKING OFFICES, INC. 


Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 15 weeks within 200 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 


New York City 


~A VAUDEVILLE AGExCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES” 
CONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1918 


The Markus Vaudeville 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 


Lackawanna 7876 


New York City 


ENGLISH NOVELTY 


THE VARI-VOICED ENTERTAINER 


AN OUTSTANDING SUCCESS AT THE ROYAL COMMAND PERFORMANCE 1927 
A Recognized Feature Act, at the London Coliseum, Alhambra and Victoria Palace Since 1925 


OPENING NEW YORK, WEEK OF APRIL 23, AT 


HAMILTON (APRIL 23-25) 


JEFFERSON (APRIL 26-28) 
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NEW ACTS 


ALICE BRADY AND CO. (5) “CAPRICE A'PIED,” (8) -| PEREZCARO SISTERS 
Sketch Dancing and Songs (Revue (12) PALACE 


24 Mins.; Two and Full (Special) 
Palace (St. V.) 

Alice Brady was in vaudeville be- 
fore and now she’s back again with 
the sort of playlet for which legit 
gtars have become justly famous at 
the Palace. An anemic act in which 
Miss Brady makes a personal ap- 
pearance and nothing more, 

Harry Wagstaff Gribble, author, 
has gone over to the backstage 
yogue in showing two principals 
playing “Romeo and Juliet” and 
then displaying the dressing room 
gcrap over bows. It points a moral 
when the old timer comes in to con- 
gratulate both, mentions that he 
once played “Romeo” and recog- 
nizes in Miss Brady’s maid his for- 
mer on and off “Juliet,” from whom 
he separated because of professional 
jealousy. 

Basie idea is sufficient for vaude- 
ville and has been played before. 
With a couple 6f laughs somewhere 
in the running it would supply the 
peg on which to hang the Brady 
pame even without a song or dance. 

As it stands it doesn’t mean any- 
thing beyond a chance to gaze at 
Alice. 

Austin Fairman gives the best 
performance of the troupe opposite 
Miss Brady. Aphie James and Har- 
old Chase, as the old couple, don 
exaggerated facial makeups to im- 
ply age that are so extreme as to 
appear amateurish. An announcer 
skeletonizes the action, asking for 
applause to carry out the plot. The 
Monday night crowd tittered at him. 

Just a filler for Miss Brady and 
additional evidence of K-A’s “name” 
protlem. Doesn't mean any more 
than the screen trailer which an- 
nounced “Buffalo’s favorite dancers” 
are coming. There’s something for 
New York to get excited about, But- 
falo’s favorite dancers. 

The town won't be disturbed by 
Miss Brady at the Palace either. 

Sid. 


MARYLAND COLLEGIANS 

With Louella Lee (13) 
Music and Songs 
13 Mins.; Full Stage 
Strand (Pct), New York 

The Maryland Collegians seem to 
get around in Baltimore or New 
York each spring. If this bunch 
belongs to a college in Maryland 
they should bring the student body 
along with them, besides friends 
and relatives, whenever going out 
of town. They will need them for 
an audience if staying in the regu- 
lar theatres. 

A fault with college glee clubs 
appears to be that they think they 
are all Waring’s Pennsylvanians or 
something near. 

This crowd is not even near, 
whether singing, playing or trying 
to do comedy. Their comedy is 
terrible, especially the female im- 
personator. 

Opening as a part of a stage unit 
at the Strand this week, the act 
seems to have a dancer called 
Louella Lee as an assistant. Miss 
Lee had best be content with the 
dancing classification, for as a 
singer she goes with the imper- 
sonator. And as a dancer the girl 


looks as though trying out in slow 
motion. 

The boys start off with a cheer 
number after that, then ahout the 


only bit that could be called a bit 
of the entire turn came on, one of 
the musicians imitating a monkey 
without wearing skin, and not badly 
for this group. After that to the 
music, on a bandstand drawn upon 
the stage. This is where the Mary- 


|} would be helped by something more 
ithan a five-piece pit orchestra. 


land Collegians reealled every good | 


stage band, by contrast. 

In these days when almost any 
kind of musie can get over on a 
picture house stage, that thi 12- 


piece orchestra didn't Monday night 
should enough for the return 
transportation. If this an ama- 
teur organization, and it sounds so, 
with youth as its single recommen- 
dation, then amateurs should stay 
on the home grounds and be fortu- 
nate for that. And managers’and 
bookers should be happy if they do. 
A total loss elsewhere. 


be 


is 


RAY FERN and MARIE 
Songs and Talk 

14 Mins.; One 

Audubon (V-P) 

A man-woman combo 
minstrel Rit as its main asset. 
duo go in for an exchange of gags 
and also try songs with the woman 
flashing some dancing that wasn't 
so flashy. Her blackbottom number 
suffers in comparison with some of 
the gals doing this dance to per- 
fection. It should go ont as it 
doesn’t help. 

The minstrel gagging proved 
funny and got laughs uptown. 

Act won favor at the Audubon. 

Mark. 


using A 
The 


ithat never gets far, while she feeds 


is 
i spotted about mid-way, an assign- 


j 


19 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Palace (St. V.) 


Mimicking of the modern picture 
house idea minus the speed of those 
presentations, and nothing for Roth- 
afel, Plunkett, Partington or Fan- 
chon and Marco to worry about. 
Just a song and dance flash layout 
with an adagio routine as the high- 


light. Principals listed are Tommy 
and Eleanor, Harold Ringold, Jay 
Coffey and four’ choristers. A 


clown costumed carnival serves as 
the finale, 

High kicking youth paces the four 
girls while the second boy sings and 
has his troubles with top notes, pos- 
sibly because of a cold. Too many 
slow spots to be an applause factor 
anywhere. Spotted No. 3, would 
have killed the entire first half had 
it not been for the following act 
and its comedy. 

Girl and boy's adagio has both 
some sense and merit, former doing 
some daring twists and leaps. Other 
than that it’s just another, Stands 
a good chance of being verbally 
razzed before a rough gallery and 
places ther $2 top here further out 
of proportion. Four girls are re- 
stricted to ordinary dance schedules, 

Sid. 
LOMA WORTH 
Music, Dancing 
14 Mins.; One 
5th Ave. (V-P) 


Probably of the former Worth 
Sisters and Coly act, Loma is get- 
ting by in her early moments be- 
eause the boys like to look at her. 
Good looking blonde who eventually 
makes enough strip costume 
changes to get down to short trunks. 

Meanwhile, Loma has entertained 
on accordion, violin, sax, banjo, 
thrown in a tap routine, gone back 
to a tenor sax, a clarinet and then 
blows both instruments for a finish. 
She completed in 10 minutes down 
here, but the gallery wouldn’t give 
in, and by the time she’d done two 
encores it was four more minutes. 

Miss Worth appears to be in the 
midst of a fair No. 2 act helped 
immeasurably by her looks. A crav- 
ing to give credit where credit is 
due sponsor babyish voiced an- 
nouncements on her version of 
“Varsity Drag” from “Good News,” 


and an impersonation of Wilbur 
Hall, trombonist with Whiteman’s 
band. Later copy is Hall’s violin 


comedy bit. It may be the first imi- 
tation or credit ever accorded a 
band member. Dancing of this 
feminine single is neat if not sen- 
sational. 

Teamed with a boy possessed of 
a knack for comedy and terpsichore, 
Loma’s instrumental ability and 
appearance would flavor for some- 
thing more than the early spot she 
is now holding. Yet, if there’s no 
desire to hook up with one of the 
opposite sex, Miss Worth is quite 
apt to go sailing along well enough 
in her present environment and 
position. A.more direct path to 
the punch bits would also be a help. 

But Miss Worth ought te grab 
herself a partner and more money 
A lot of houses playing acts these 
days where her personal renditions 


Sid.° 
WHEELER AND SANDS 
Comedy Talk 
14 Mins.; One 
B’way. (V-P) 
Mixed 


getup, 


conic as j 
girl} 


team, man in 


nice-Jooking, 


sap 


“ecute’ 


feeding. He officiates at piano. | 
while she stalls over song number 


the cross talk. Conversation steers | 
clear of flirtation and domestic 
wrangle stuff and is fresh and 


bright. 
to 


she 


do with girl} 
has written, | 


One portion has 
reading nut poem 
stuff that wows the small theatre 
but would be out of order for the 
wise mob and which is not worthy 
of the Man does nicely with 
comie and pair delivers good 
average with sivle and material that 


away from usual routine. Here} 


rest. 


song 


ment that they about rate for this 
grade of time. Rush. 


FRANKIE MOORE (1) 
Singing with Guitar 
10 Mins.; 
Englewood (V-P), Chicago 
Frankie Moore has special songs 
of comedy intent which he accom- 
panies with guitar. The act at 
present is rather unimpressive 
family deucer at best. 
Moore’s voice is just fair and the 
humor in his special material is 
weak as a whole. It might help 


|}son and a double military tap that 


team. 


One 


him te insert one or two published | 
overdone, 


hits. 


Songs, Dances and Orchestra 
20 Mins.; Full Stage 
State (V-P) 

Perezearo Sisters and their Mex- 
ican company, whieh includes 
dancers and an orchestra, are di- 


(St. Vaude) 


As soon as somebody stops fizur- 
ing that those who pay $9 and $13 
& smash for the big musicals also 
fo to vaudeville, the Palace is going 
to have better shows. That’s not to 


rected by a man who does nothing 
else but swing the baton. 

The orchestra is an odd mixture 
of instruments. A woman plays the 
violin and another gal manipulates 
the mallets on the xylophone. Re- 
mainder of the musicians are men, 
one at the drums, another the piano, 
third playing a mandolin, while two 
others strum guitars. While the 
vutfit might not read effectively on 
paper its music is satisfying and 
harmonious, 

The Perezcaro Sisters are hard 
workers, They appear for solo 
dances and work in routines with 
two male dancers. Entire program 
is purely Mexican in arrangement 
with the dances of the colorful 
Spanish type that has been seen 
before. There are several of the 
Mexican dances that were effective. 

By way of diversity and to give 
the act a dash of American paprika, 
the sisters came on for an encore 
and did a BB, discarding some of 
their roomy Mex raiment for it. 

Entire turn picturesque and color- 
fnl and carries plenty of novelty 
insofar as the native dances are 
concerned. The sisters and their 
male dancing co-workers step along 
for a bit of eccentricity and also 
swing in some tapping done with 
precision and teamwork. 

Music alone is entertaining. While 
the Mexican orchestral and dancing 
vogue is .on this revue will hold 
its own. 

Everything is foreign, even to 
dressing, but the sisters inject a lot 
of pep and that’s helpful in Amer- 
ican vaude and picture houses. 

State audience liked the turn im- 
mensely, Mark. 


STARR AND ROLLO 
Song and Dance 

8 Mins.; One 

B’way. (V-P) 

Two boys breaking in. Can dance 
more than a little but don’t know 
a thing about trouping. Dress 
straight and labor hard at getting 
over their idea of “personality.” 
Start with one of those haif-mum- 
bled, half sung duets. Typical two- 
man hoofer voices. 

Announce their conception of this 
and that and do one of those unison 
routines with feet shackled. Familiar 
routines with much energy and fair 
grace. One of those acts that raise 
the query, “Why straight boy hoof- 
ing teams?” 

Yes, they wear white spats and 
very elegant dark afternoon suits. 

Rush. 


PEGGY VARDON 
Pianiste 
8 Mins.; One 
Mark Strand (Pct), Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Peggy Vardon must be no novice. 
although not recorded in Variety’s 
files. Of striking appearance, tall 
and slinky in manner, with a full 
head of red hair as a distinguishing 
mark, the pianiste does her pop | 
stuff with great impressiveness. 
Working to Jerry Sear’s orches- 
tral accompaniment, she did two 
numbers, concluding with excerpts | 
from “The Rhapsodie in Blue.” 


|} announcement, 


say there's anything Park Avenue 
; about this week’s list. A suggestion 
that the Palace has gone Park Lane 
the week they are there would prob- 
lably tind Clayton, Jackson and Du- 
rante in New Orleans in the morn- 
ing. But the show is running on 
light signals and there’s a lot of 
crosstown trattic holding up pedes- 
trians from 8.25 to $9.50. Impatience 
grew to the extent of the good-sized 
house developing nervous feet, and 
believe it or not, nothing is saving 
this first half but Medley and Du- 
prey spotted just ahead of Alice 
Brady (New Acts) who closes inter- 
mission. 

K-A ought to send body guards 
home with the aforementioned team, 
Sylvia Clark and Schnozzle and the 
two boys, just to be sure they'll get 
to the theatre the next day. Plus 
Gilbert and French in the second 
half, anyone can buy standing room 
at 10 p. m., take a seat and be thor- 
oughly entertained. Van and Belle, 
closing act, didn’t appear Monday 
night, so a newsreel was on both 
ends. All of which let the show out 
Shortly after 11, 

Few acts have had as soft a spot 
as Medley and Duprey. Three turns 
ahead of 'em using up nothing but 
times and yawns. By the time this 
pair arrived they could have pulled 
up a chair, ordered and the house 
would have served. 

In fairness to the act it can be 
said that it would have been just as 
good preceded by comedy. Male half 
is using a lot of funny gags, and the 
way the house gulped them down it 
figured to be a lesson. It’s well 
nigh become an axiom that almost 
any comedy act, when it finally can 
get into the Palace, has a pushover 
if spotted in the first half. Simply 
because of the early laugh famine 
which is as regular as EF. D.’s glori- 
fied hicecoughs. “Caprice A’Pied” 
(New Acts) almost killed the en- 
tire evening despite a couple who 
finally turned in a_ good-looking 
adagio routine. Five girls and threc 
boys in this outfit, seven with their 
hair bobbed. 

Those three cafe sprites (Clayton. 
Jackson and Durante), who talk like 
Variety writes, are a bargain for the 
Palace this week at $3,500, more or 
less. Those who knew them were 
there to laugh, and did, and those 
who hadn’t much idea what it was 
all about also gave in. Lou, Eddie 
and Jimmie did 31 minutes for about 
six numbers and a couple of dances 
by Clayton, for which there was 
applause each time he started. The 
boys are probably using their great- 
est comedy number, and that “great” 
stands, to open. This is Jimmy’s “I 
Can Do Without Broadway, But Can 


Broadway Do Without Me?” A 
shame to have to admit that this 
lyric is a comedy classic.. If the 


boys believe it they’re likely te drop 
it from fright. s3ut it holds more 
laughs than four daily column 
writers have been able to amass in 
a month and ought to be used for 
the finish. 

Jackson sent in a hot number with 
a hop on it, and thereafter kept lay- 
ing his pitch shots dead for Jimmie 
to hole out. Neither Eddie or 
Jimmie is liable to break 100 while 
they're unaware that golf courses 
do have fairways (burn up, chumps) 
but it’s a sweet twosome on a floor 
or stage, 

Trio were handicapped getting 
started by Miss Clark coming back, 
presumably to make 
Having done very 

the house started 
to applaud the comedienne again. 
Meanwhile the Parody Club band 
had commenced behind the drop, up 
it went and the main three entranced 


well on her own, 


mends them strongly for revue or | 
production, and, of course, anything 
anywhere, with the legit musicals 
favored because of the class of their 
stuff. 

They did an acrobatic tap in uni- 


a male 
Abel. 


wowed, The Samuels are 


‘CHRISTOPHER and COLUMBUS 


Horizontal Bar 
6 Mins.; Three 


Audubon (V-P) 


Two men. One works straizht; 


|other is in clownface with a lcose, 


barry enit. Both on the horizontal 
bar with comedy byplay by the 
comic, effective for the most part. 

Several nifty and fast turns of- 
fered by the straight, so flashy and 
tricky that the Audubon crowd ap- 
planded spontaneously. 

Pleasing act of its kind and not 
Mark. 


unaware of the mixture of applause 

“Oddities” unit with which she is| ter was hidden from the boys by the 

at the Brooklyn Strand. A bel. jtormentor, so it looked embarrassing 

ose {for a second or two, but the first 

number squared everything as Miss 

AL and RAY SAMUELS 'Clark gracefully backed into the 

| Tap Dancers | wings Only possible eriticism of 

16 Mins. j;the act Monday night is that the 

| Mark Strand (Pct), Brooklyn, N. Y.; band was prone to smother Clay- 

With the “Oddities” unit at the | t#ps and Jackson's warbling 

1|Jimmie was in fine voice, hig res- 

Brooklyn Strand are Al and Ray jonant tenor being as clear as a 
| Samuels, who rate among the Jast| Broadway doll’s explanation. 

gasps in neat concerted tap danc- Archie and Gertie Falls opened 

ing. Their clean-cut style recom- | quietly, trailed by Wade Booth, who 


is back in vaude with a pianiste ac- 


;companying Pooth started off with 
the most unanimated version of 
| ‘The Song of the Vagabonds” which 


j}has probably ever been rendered. 
Booth should insert a new reading 
A switch from “Gunga Din” to 


Kipling’s “Boots” basically sounded 
good, and with proper interpretation 
might be made into something by 
him. 

Miss Clark opened the second half 
and was never bothered by anything. 


ij nold’s Gypsy 
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STATE. 


(Vaudfilm) 

With the feature film, “Sadie 
Thompson” (U, A.), running longer 
than usual the State bill lopped off 
one of its usual acts, giving a five 
act bill. 
Business very good Monday night, 
with the picture getling the credit 
for the draw. 

The show by its lonely gave ap- 
parent satisfaction due to the re- 
peats of several of the turns at this 
house and in the returns was Bob 
Nelson, a favorite here 

The Barderlanos gave a clean 
start, their equilibristic work being 
a little different from other and like 
turns, A corking act and one that 
was forced to take several bows at 
the close. 

Lillian Bernard and Flo Henri 
were second. These gals put their 
songs over effectively, knowing how 
to gauge that huge house and their 
score Was never in doubt. The 
women have changed their routine, 


for the better. Two of the new 
numbers were standouts, fitting 
their voices and style admirably, 


The Bernard-Henri turn is a har- 
monious one and the giris seem to 
be improving the longer they stay 
in New York. 

Wally Sharples and his company 
of revue workers and singers never 
looked better. The comedy sketches 
were well received. Bob Nelson fol- 
lowed and had everything his own 
way. Whether singing or gagging 
that State crowd was mincemeat 
for Nelson. 

Perezcaro Sisters Revue (New 
Acts) closed the vaude section, 
Mark. 


RIVERSIDE 


(St Vaude) 

Some ladies’ aid society holding a 
benelit entertainment at the River- 
side was more than a K-A aid for 
the house Monday night, proving a 
life-saver, according to the size of 
the delegation, as compared to the 
regular, 

Still on a 75e top, it’s a matter of 
weeks before the 96th street spoke 
in the circuit goes grind. With a 
flicker feature for program assist- 
ance, the Riverside stands a good 
chance, but as is, it'll rever get any- 
where. 

The current show 
Trixie Friganza, now billed as ‘the 
grand duchess of comedy, who, with 
her new bag o’ trix supplied by Ne- 
ville Fleeson and Harry Breen, was 
the riot of the evening. 
to the core, Miss Friganza knows 
her vaudeville ind sells her vocal 
ni ties hot. 

In the first stanza, another woman 
single, Ann Codee, with the modest 
Frank Orth not even billed, monop- 
olized the most attention. Outside 
of the opener, Johnnie Parker and 
Norman Mack, hand-to iand spe- 
cialists, the entire first half is a 
Codee unit. The male quartet, Four 
of Us, precedes Miss Codee’s own 
act, and after that the Florence 
Vernon Co. and Anne Codee’s Sur- 
prise round out the forepart. In all, 
a company of 11 sh’‘ts in and out 
of it all, Jack Déakin, juv; Billy 
Byron, corking legmania specialist; 
Marie Duval, prima, and other un- 


billed or unidentified ~-rformers 
clicking individually sin com- 
posite. 


John Irving Fisher, billed, was re- 
placed by Will J. Ward, who, with 
planolog and gags, developed into a 
mild show-stormner. Ward relies 
heavily on syncopated pops of the 
dance-tempo variety, and they 
seemed to click with the customers, 

Nitza Vernille, with a class terp 
and musical revue, was a highlight. 


, |The willowy blonde is a consummate 
some sort of an | 


art and is of production speed 
and calibre. Charles Collins is @ 
worthy dance partner, his own taps 
specialty scoring individually. Ar- 
String Quartet is the 
musical background, Louis Debov- 
sky contributing a violin solo. 


Sle 


Abel 
BROADWAY 
(Vaude—Film) 

Three turns out of eight that 
come through for high returns, 
makes this bill at the Broadway 
something in the way of whoopee 
for the customers accustomed as 


they are to routine small time en- 
tertainment at a near-big time scale 
of bits. 

The start was enough to 
the subsequent value and the fact 
that the evening finally got run- 
ning in sprightly style, speaks vol- 
ur es for the trouping of the per- 
formers, even if it does argue pretty 
showmanship in its assem- 


Six 


kill off 


poor 
bling. 
Bill 
nines, 
points, 
Everything 


Ca- 
good 
routining. 


level 


with Palermo’s 
act with 

listless 
on a dead 


opens 

doe 
but 

goes 


some 


Pups turning off the regulation 
tricks such as leaping hurdles on 
hind legs are given about the same 


Being the second comedy act to| 
show up, this frolicsome Jass was} 
jall over the place, howled ’em over | 


| with her department store girl, and 


never bothered with her train. bit. 
Gilbert and French didn’t look as 
good as when No. 2 on the AN- 
English bill, Miss Brady was on 


top of the billine for her sketch, 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante 
will probably hold over on their first 


visit to the Palace, They should. 
And if they do the boys ought to 
start closing the show at &.30. It 
'would save the Palace some coin | 
fFand a let of bad be ing. Sid. 


} emphasis 


some sensutional 
things, such as a terrier that takes 
a long throw to a balance on its 
front paws on the out-stretched 
hana of the trainer. Two men work 
the act, stage dressing by a woman 
assistant would help. Material is 
k., presentation flat. 

una Rollo, couple of boy 
hoofers, are the same act as Bissett 
and Scott, as they did it at the Lion 


as 


Starr 


Palace in 116th street during the 

heicht of the bieycle eraze. Yessir, 

they wear white spats and prob- 
"(Continued on page 44) 


three-sheeds 


A trouper } 
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Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


ROXY 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 14. 

In a spring festival pageant ap- 
propriate to the season the Roxy 
keeps up the pace it set itself for 
the Christmas and later for the 
Easter display, thus rounding out a 
cycle of calendar events with high 
honors. The new stage spectacle is 
a smashing carnival of color, music 
and choreography, building up to a 
splendid climax of pictorial beauty, 
through ‘a program of interesting 
bits, 

The entire show has something of 
the vernal spirit which includes a 
graceful little screen romantic com- 
edy (Fox's “Love Hungry”) dealing 
with youth and love in a whim- 
sically humorous vein. Even the 
short subject. “Matching Wits,” 
Grantland Rice Sportlight, with its 
alluring shots of the hunting field 
and pursuit of the gamey salmon, 
breathes of springtime outdoors. 

Altogether a shrewdly selected 
composite of entertainment from 
several angles. Not the least was 
the assembling of views of the Bre- 
men airmen before their take-off, 
which featured the news reel and 
packed a first-rate time!’ wallop, 
supplemented with Movietone bits 
of the start of the Polo Ground 
baseball season. Here the sound ef- 
fects of the talker had something 
to spread upon when the mob gave 
tongue in acclaim of Cohen's two- 
bagger that won the game for the 
Giants, and Bob Smith’s homer for 
the Braves. 

“Pomp and Circumstance” was 
the overture supplemented by the 
choir ensemble singing from the 
balconies. Vocal group followed in 
the number “To ‘Spring,’ leading 
into the Rice Sportlight, showing 
quail, shooting with. dogs, duck 
hunters firing from blinds and some 
remarkable shots at birds in flight, 
appavently taken from an aero- 
plane. The fishing bits of the same 
reel were of particular scenic lovli- 
ness. 

Roxvettes dancing’ group, 32 
in number, hada strikin~ simple 
interlude here, the .girls in close 
tunies of bright yellow working one 
of unison routines in a stage boxed 
in-$with somber colored drapes, 
startling effect in color scheme. A 
novelty for this kind of work was to 
count the girls off in fours and 
eights and ‘have each smaller unit 
carry on a routine different from its 
neighboring unit, each working in 
unison, but differing from the next 
unit. 

Stage faded to mist set showing 
a southern mansion in a setting of 
willow trees and a moonlit river 
seen through a tree vista making an 
arresting picture and giving fine at- 
mosphere to the new number, 
“Mammy Is Gone,” sung by Doug- 
las Stanbury for all its sentimental 
value, intensified by the back- 
ground. 

News reel entered here, a full 
allotment of topical matter with 
clips from all the services including 
Pathe, International and  Para- 
mount, and the Fox Movietone. 
Among the.best were some shots 
of the British warships plunging 
through a storm at sea, from the 
Pathe reel. Both Metro-Gold- 
wyn and Paramount clips were used 
in a good display of the Bremen 
crew, including Metro's closeup of 
the ship itself before taking off. 

The big ensemble is called “The 
Rustle of Spring,” opening with the 
familiar interlude of “Spring Song” 
bare-foot dancers. The choir cos- 
tume in crinoline period stroll on 
in couples as the dancing sprites 
depart. Ballet ensembles follow, 
the Roxyettes in contrasting shades 
of pastel tones, group of toe dancers 
in still more colors and finally the 
Roxyette group again in billowing 
frocks simulating the rainbow and 
topped off with feather headdress 
of flame color spreading fanwise 
like a setting sun. 

The chorus evolutions made the 
most of the color volcano with for- 
mations that massed vivid 
crowns. Between and during the 
ensemble dancing Joyce Coles and 
Nicholas Daks solos, while 
Helen Ardell and Stanbury gave 
the picture its song setting in a 
motif number, “When Love Comes 
Stealing,” by Rapee and Pollack. All 
grouped with the girls at the raised 
back of a fantastic illuminated set- 
ting all framed in a border of sway- 
ing willows. 

Fine spectacle and graceful, stag- 
ing combine to make an attractive 
display, with a first-rate light fea- 
ture picture to round out satisfac- 
tory two-hour entertainment. 

Rush. 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, April 13. 
Dell ampe has come in here 
preceded by the inconse- 


quential exploitation ever accorded 
a recognized band leader in a local 
picture house. This means either 
that Cooney Brothers are doubtful 
of Lampe’s capabilities, or that they 
have ceased to regard stageband 
programs as import. Small billing 
of Roy Dietrich at the Avalon, an- 
other large Cooney house, upholds 
the latter indication. 

The Cooneys have inbibed too 
many grains of salt. They have 


had a miscellaneous collection of 
band leaders at their two large 
houses, and only few of whom made 
good. Business has started at ca- 
pacity and eventually withered. 
Sudden increase of business at the 
Capitol, partially induced by “Olid 
Ironsides” (Par) shows that Lampe 
is a drawing power and may bring 
the house back if given publicity. 
He is the most promising leader 
and m. c. seen at this house since 
Al Short launched the band policy. 

Lampe has been in the south 
side's largest ballroom, Trianon, for 
several years, During that time he 
has popularized himself in person 
and via radio. His first produc- 
tion, titled “Hello, Dell,” is a con- 
servative affair but above recent 
offerings here. Staging consisted of 
a decorated terrace seating the 
band with a large center staircase 
leading up stage to branch into the 
wings. A red backdrop completed. 
The 12-piece band, Lampe'’s own, 
started with a pop number herald- 
ing the appearance of the leader on 
the staircase. 

Lampe has a remarkable resem- 
blance to Paul Whiteman in girth 
and features, including the toy 
moustache. He's easy to like, and 
has an unprepossessing but confi- 
dent manner of announcing and di- 
recting. Put the band into a sym- 
phonic. arrangement of popular 
stuff which immediately gave the 
boys a good stage rating. 

Three acts followed, interspersed 
by . more quality band work. 
Natalie and Darnell, ballroom team, 
on after the house ballet of (8) had 
gone through a quiet waltz routine, 
and followed the same idea, Fin- 
ished with a fast whirl to heavy ap- 
plause. Joe Ross, tap and eccentric 
hoofer who works mainly without 
music, built to a hit. His forte is 
a tap whirl, dizzy and good. Bayes 
and Speck combine dancing with 
comedy chatter .in blackface. Gags 
have been printed in numerous 
periodicals and their hoofing is 
moderate, but the boys know how 
to deliver. So well liked here they 
had to talk their way off. 

Finale’ was the regular ensemble, 
chorines posed on the staircase and 
suspended in shells on a large rope 
web. Caricature of Lampe, drawn 
on a sun figure, was lowered to 
center stage at closing. Running 
time about 30 minutes, 

Capitol -goes in for talking pic- 
tures. A Vitaphone sketch, “Papa's 
Vacation,” featuring William Dema- 
rest, did 10 minutes and got fair 
laughs: Newsreel of five subjects 
was exclusively Movietone. Vita.on 
again in a trailer for “Jazz Sing- 
er,” similar to the one used for 
“Tenderloin,” and holding interest. 
Featured were shots of the opening 
crowd and personages at the Col- 
ony, New York. 

“Old Ironsides” (Par) screen fea- 
ture. House almost capacity at 
seven o'clock when reviewed. Best 
it has done in months. Loop. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(LOS ANGELES) 


Los Angeles, April 13. 

and Marco’s’ “Bird 
Idea” is going to prove itself just 
that by the time it runs over the 
Wheel. It is a great flash produc- 
tion and has an excellent corps of 
eight coryphees who stand out sin- 
giy and together. Ancther thing 
this unit brings out is Armanda 
Chirot, as classy a prima as pic- 
ture palaces in this neck of the 
country have seen or heard. If an 
operative impresario catches this 
gal, it won't be long. 

Unit gets over the idea of the bird 
thing to a whale of an effect. Be- 
sides the octet of ponies, there are 
five whistling animated dolls 
perched high. Introduction is an 
eye opener with a color scrimmed 
film affecting a variety of birds ac- 
companied by whistling on the 
Stage. It is elaborate. Miss Chirot, 
in a coloratura number, looks and 
sounds like a million dollars, while 
the dancing chorus picks up the 
tempo in great shape. Feature of 
this unit is Roy Cummings and his 
new girl friend, Florence Duffy. 
3oth were in a musical show in 
Hollywood last year. Cummings 
looks good in a picture house, still 
using his standard vaude drop. His 
knockabout clowning stopped every- 
thing. Miss Duffy is an apt foil and 
is a pleasing eyeful. 

Jose Mercado, trained tenor, 
makes himself heard to advantage 
though hidden in a corner of the 
Stage most of the time. Neat ballet 
specialty has Natalie Harrison 
curving and bending with a veil. 
Proper stage settings had the band 
snugly enclosed in a bird cage 
trimmed with rhinestones. Good ar- 
rangement on “The Man I Love” 
was pleasingly rendered by the 
boys, each department getting a 
play. 

Then Benny Rubin, whose imita- 
tions of dancing stars called for by 
the audience. Makes no difference. 
Anything this boy does is strictly 
okay out here. Finale brought on 
the chorus of whistlers and dancers 
in an expansive layout with swings. 

At the organ console, Claude 
Reimer entertained during the cin- 
ema interim with straightaway 
playing. Good. Screen feature, “We 


Americans” (U). M-G newsreel 
added. 

Al Woods has bought a farce 
comedy entitled “After Tonight” 


from the author, C. Stafford Dickens. 


PARAMOUNT 
(“Rah, Rah, Rah”—Unit) 
(NEW YORK) 


New York, April 14, 


Nobody will ever recognize the 
layout at this house for the current 
week as a Publix unit. It’s not a 
unit and it’s not the Publix formula, 
but it is Paul Whiteman, a few 
gags with Johnny Perkins, and 
more Whiteman, The portly Per- 
kins eventually sings a popular 
semi-ballad and Georgie Tapps 
dances, but no girls. Rosita and 
Ramon supply a tango. It all takes 
42 minutes in a show that was just 
one minute shy of two hours and 
a quarter on its first Saturday 
showing. Regular unit is split be- 
tween this house, the Strand and 
Capitol this week, joining in Wash- 
ington next week. 

Whiteman's instrumental talent 
was evenly banked in four or five 
rows to do about five numbers, in- 
elusive of his three rhythm boys 
specializing for a number or two. 
These particular youngsters remain 
unique in dispensing tunes which 
are vocally broiled to a crisp. There 
seem to be a lot of people in a pic- 
ture house audience who don't 
know what they’re trying to do or 
what it’s all about, but it’s funny, 
hot and good. 

Paul has lost so much weight 
there’s no resemblance between. him 
and Busse anymore, but he’s not yet 
quite thin enough to hide behind 
the: world’s longest. baton he's 
using. which distinction can only 
be challenged by the respective 
cigaret holders of Peggy Joyce and 
Louise Brooks—each being a di- 
rector in her own inimitable man- 
ner, 

The big boy, who would be a 
smaller boy, isn't bothering to lead 
the band for Rosita and Ramon, 
there being said to have been some 
difficulty over the orchestrations 
for the dancers. Either way it 
would be a break for the ballroom 
couple, after that Palace orchestra, 
if just the tuba and Ringitore went 
into action for ’em,. In this hotsy- 
totsy era ballroom dancing con- 
tinues a pretty placid form of en- 
tertainment unless unusual, and 
this team has yet to be brought up | 
on that charge. | 

Besides the straight playing of 
five numbers by the Whiteman out- 
fit, “Skin” Young is warbling twice 
and Wilbur Hall is hoofing a vara 
or two. Band's version of “Ohio 
Home” sounded excellent, although 
Rufe Le Maire ought to ascertain 
whether “Betty Lee” is the father, 
mother or twin to “Mary Ann.” But 
the picture houses are paying 
double royalty on many a single 
melody under different titles, so 
what's another lift? 

On the other hand, Whiteman 
finished up with his well-known 
“Meet the Boys,” which at this date 
isn’t any hurrah finale. Band may 
have been stumped for a finish (this 
is its third week at the house), but 
the revival proved a too familiar 
ending, sufficient to temper the pre- 
ceding impression amassed by dili- 
gent and good work. 

Perkins evidently under 
orders to gag with Whiteman, latter 
doing straight during a haphazard 
routine of cross-chatter between 
numbers. The fat man, not Paul, 
finally got to his song and delivered 
nicely. Tapps stayed on stage to 
change shoes, which possibly was 
excusable, but further impressed 
the presentation as an awkward 
piece of work, depending solely 
upon the Whiteman music to hold 
it up. And the big orchestra is 
saddled with another weak screen 
feature in “A Night of Mystery” 
(Par.), regardless of the Menjou 
name. 

Other program items had a Fitz- 
patrick reel on “Schubert's Songs,” 
without a request from Greneker 
for a plug, and the house finally 
staked itself to a respectable news- 
reel which ran nine minutes. Five 
Paramownt clips, one M.-G. and a 
Kinogram. The latter item, on 
Charlie Paddock, may not get far 
inasmuch as the sprinter is cur- 
rently playing Loew houses. with 
his picture. On the other hand, 
maybe that’s why it's in. As one 
A. M. P. A. newsreel had it some 
time ago, “t’s all for the grand- 
children.” 

The Crawfords spent an unevent- 
ful eight minutes at their two con- 
soles, and ushers were pacifying 
at 2:40. Sid. 


MICHIGAN 
(“Roman Night”-—Unit) 


(DETROIT) 
Detroit, April 13. 

Publix units have just about at- 
tained mechanical perfection when 
reaching Detroit. They are as re- 
hearsed, routined and-timed as a 
musical production, 

The Michigan’s audiences now 
know their units, good and bad, 
through having seen both. It is 
now an educated following. Some- 
how they knew the recent “Milady's 
Fans" booking was a repeater and 
somehofw the Mich had a bad week. 

“Roman Nights” was voted good. 
It seemed a flashy, classy bit of 
production, tossing in a kick scenic 
flash when weakening in the talent 


Section, that rear-stage chariot race 


of two teams of ponies and a pair 
However, it so happens that the 
highlight: was supplied, not. by the 
unit, but by the Del Delbridge stage. 
band, The number in question jis'a 
Gershwin arrangement and. a .plug 
for the composer:-in the announce- 
ment.by Delbridge, m..c., and the 
playing. “The Man I Love’. is 
themed, but with enough “Rhap- 
sody in Biue” included to class it 
as either or both. The orchestra- 


tion was the best heard around 
here in weeks and stopped: the 
show. Whoever thought of “Bandi-. 


version” as descriptive of Del- 
bridge's mumbers has _ possibly 
coined a national term for the pic- 
ture houses, 

Another instrumental offering 
ulso vied with the unit for program 
honors and showed a class strain 
in the Michigan pit crew. This 
was the overture by the Eduard 
Woerner orchestra. “Pilgrim's 
Easter,” title of this. First half of 
the number handled by the band, 
interest switching to the stage for 
the second part. Set high up. in 
about “two” were 12 mixed voices 
i: pilgrim dress, with a backdrop 
picturing Plymouth Rock. All beay-. 


of this setting and the comliness of. 
the resultant picture brought im - 
mediate applause. The numbers 
sung and played were religious and. 
slow, but production orchestra and 
vocal work, were enough, Every- 
thing in for the finale, including the 
organ. 
Arthur Gutow had his own. turn 
at the organ later with a. ditty 
labeled “Doctor Joy.” He is some- 
what restrained in his slide writing. 
with this class crowd and is repaid 


with less congregational response 
than he would be elsewhere, but, 


clearly shows .he has the. stuff. 
Gutow’'s wife, Doris, now in .Chi, 
will shortly team with him, ...Odd, 
that no pair has tried to follow the 
Crawtfords, unless there hasn't been 
a married couple having both -cap- 
able at the instrument. But now 
come the Gutows, and both can 

Most interesting among the half 
dozen newsreel shots were: the 
“News” views of the opening’ bal 


game, Tigers-Browns, on this 
screen a littl more than three: 
hours after the game. Gasps and 
murmers for this feat. Paramount 


and the “News” (local) split the 
six even. A dull stereotyped Aesop 


while “A Night of Mystery” (Par) 
featured and drew with Menjou. 
As much as the Paramount, New 
York, has done for Paramount in 
the big town, just so much has 
the Michigan accomplished for De- 
troit. Bige. 


STATE 


* (BOSTON) 


Boston, April 14. 

This town has been goofy over 
Williim Haines for the past year, 
and the capacity house last night for 
“The Smart Set” was no surprise. 
The velvet ropes were up in the 
lobby to handle the crowd, and the 
supporting bill was sufficiently un- 
known to Boston to make the credit 
for the draw entirely due to the in- 
fectious personality of the irrepres- 
sible Haines. 

The feature supporting act was 
Ledova and Company, an unusually 
artistic dancing routine backed up 
with a male quartet and two male 
piano players. Outside of running 
at least five minutes longer than 
good showmanship required and the 
minor fault of lacking in scenic in- 
vestiture, it was a higher standard 
of act than the State usually re- 
celves. 

The secondary act was Ross and 
Edwards, in a song and dance act 
featuring a ukulele and a barrel of 
nerve. It was a riot at the mat- 
inee with the femmes but did not go 
so hot with the evening mixed mob. 

The film stuff included a really 
funny Hal Roach, microscopic Ufa 
oddity, news and a topics. , 

Birge Peterson at the organ con- 
tinued with his weekly routine of 
sad song plugs. Deserving credit 
for doing as well as he did with 
what the publishers sent over. The 
local house seems to be about fed 
up on the crudeness of some of these 


plugs. Lihbey. 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 14. 
Some of the local neighborhood 


houses are getting a constant b. o. 
drag from day to day for two 
apparent reasons. One is the pleni- 
tude of celluloid fare and the other 
is the admission. Double features 
and a four bit tag tells the story. 
This is especially applicable to the 
Rio, one of Loew's numerous cinema 
adjuncts in New York. The Rio is 
on Broadway, but far up. 

On the night visited biz was im- 


mense, Pictures were “Beau 
Sa bruer”’ (Par.) and “Latest from 
Paris” (M-G). House didn’t have 


any chance for shorts but managed 
to show 'em a newsreel specializing 
in M-G shots. 

Orchestra is a little bigger than 
in some of the other Loew houses 
outside the Times square pale. 
Walter Hauenschild directs. Walt’s 
gang of less than a dozen proceeded 
to do well by “March Slave.” 
Hauenschild uses an electrically- 


illuminated baton. Mark. 


tifully framed in gold. The heighth |° 


Fable also in the short department, | 


REGAL 
(Colored) 
(CHICAGO) 
j , Chicago, April 13. 
Fess Williams is m. c. and band 
leader at this theatre. Williams is a 
good showman. Perhaps he’s just 
about the best colorea performer in 
‘the entire country. He has a mage 
netic personality and distinct abili- 
ty. A great bet for any theatre. 

Williams is the South Side’s best 
drawing card. When he makes his 
entrance the audience emits a ver- 
bal welcome of “Hello, Fess6” Fess 
returns the compliments of the day, 
and goes into his stuff. Hot it is, 
too. On this particular evening the 
house was near capacity with Negri's 
“Secret Hour” (Par) winning un- 
stinted approval, plus the usual 
newsreel, 

Suppe’s “Beautiful Galathea"” was 
well done »: the overture by the 
house orc! 1, under direction of 
Dave Peyton. Under the latter's 
tutelage the boys have developed a 
really fair classical technique. 
Sammy Williams registers as feat- 
ured organist at an elaborate con- 
sole. 

Opening had a scrim before or- 
ichestra and stage ensemble. On the 
drop were film waves dashing upon 
a beach. Trailer had announced the 
stage show as “Fess Williams and 
His, Jazz Joy Boys, Down Minmi 
Way.” Scrim, rising, revealed Fess 
and the jazzers hard at it. Scenery 
portrayed buildines of the Spanish 
mission type, while in front of the 
backing, extending across the stage, 
Was a promenade walk, well ele- 
vated and constructed of. green 
wood, with a flight of stairs leading 
down at right stage. Ensconced in 
reclining chairs are members of the 
ballet in’ bathing suits, smoking 
eigarets and drinking. At a band 
‘crescendo the girls snap out for a 
bit of rather well done ternsichore. 

Featured as.a band number is a 
comedy takeoff on “Dolores.” Her 
race, questionable, is determined by 
the bond. They play the number 
a la Italy; she’s not Italian. They 
niay it a Ja Spain, and she’s not 
Srianish. .Then ‘one, of the orch 
arises to remark that they ought 
to. make the harmony “sorta 35th 
and State streetish.” They do, and 
the’ fictionary femme’s race is no 
lonzer in question. First on the 
imported nrogram is Little Buster, 
tolored, tied out in blue and doing 
fair iuvernile tans. 

Then Rilly Cumly, also colored, 
in hard shoe and strutting comedy. 
Cumly won an ovation wearing a 
well mixed full dress ensemble and 
a furre silk tonner. He works well 
with Witliams. and is a click at the 
Reeal, Micrht do well elsewhere. 

Pessie Rrown, Brunswick's col- 
ored recording blnes singer, is a very 
tolerable voentist. She wears tat- 
tered overalls and » can, much as 
the late Plnrence Mil's was wont to 
‘do. Also there is Arthur Turellv, 
white. He nlavs a mouth organ and 
whistles. Turelly is not surefire 
here. He tolks teo much with Fess. 
On'v certoin white ner’ormers can 
work well in a colored house. Tu- 
roy contd if ho would evt down the 
talk. In the final snecinity another 
Aron is lowered, revealing house 
front and a door. Bessie Brown is 
savine farewell to her hushbond, re- 
ernited from the hand, who is a 
traveline salesmon. He sdmonishes 
her to he true durine his ahsence, 
Tnon his denarture Marshall Rog- 
ers, hovse comic. enters. He meets 
the lonely wife. Follows a round of 
enharetivne. then back to Bessie's 
home. Frubby returns unexnectedly, 
One of those old ones. Slanstick, 
nothine less, but rreat for the Real. 
Marshall is rood, has develoned a 
following. and is a good investment 
for the house. 

Finale: uses the Reral {tenners, 
house ballet, working on a darkened 
stare with phosnhorous parasols. 
Turelly .walks hack and forth in 
front of the twitting umbrels, whis- 
tline. Then lirhts. and all out for 
hows anda step or so. Verv good 
show for Regal patronage. 


ACME 


(NEW YORK) 
New York. April 14. 

A fairly typical two bit neighbor- 
heod house with about 500 seats. 
What the trade classifies as a 
“shooting gallery,” grinding from 
9 a.m. to 11 p. m., with eight shows 
daily. 

The Acme is on Union square and 
the only peep show in that imme- 
diate section of cheap price depart- 
ment. stores and never-ending 
auction sales. Plenty of foot traffic 
passes the Acme, which offers a 
new film every day. 

It’s a plain, oblong auditorium 
with the paint peeled or peeling here 
and there, and a general air that, 
with lights up, the need for redec- 
orating might seem urgent. 

A candy hawker working each 
aisle systematically and alternately 
passes out samples, consisting of 
one chocolate-covered almond 
wrapped in wax paper. After the 
introducté6ry offer a package is laid 
in the lap of everyone within con- 
venient throwing distance. The 
butch then collects the dimes or 
takes back the package. Each solic- 
itation requires three separate trips 
up the aisle, 

Meanwhile on the screen John 
Barrymore is tearing his hair over 
love for Dolores Costello. 

A newsreel and short pad out the 
show. House appears to be a mod- 
erate money maker. Lond. 
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Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


55th ST. PLAYHOUSE 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 18, 
This week’s lecture to the en- 
lightened natives of 55th street is 
on hypocrisy. Through the medium 
of one of Ufa’s best general release 


flops entitled “Tartuffe,” Mike 
Mindlin, the canny sure-seat op- 
erator, teaches the smart New 


Yorkers, and only smart New York- 
ers go to the sure-seaters, that you 
never can tell, nothing is on the 
level, your own grandmother may 
be giving your most beloved shirts 
to the milkman; and other view- 
points on life usually associated 
with Variety critics rather than op- 
erators of sure-seaters, 

The program ‘this week opens 
with a smart pan on Ufa pictures 
making an obvious play for smart- 
ness with the smart New Yorkers 
who were divorced from six bits 
each to enjoy the artistic atmo- 
sphere. 

Of course this kind of stuff is a 
pipe with sure-seat audiences. A 
saintly, bible-devouring fanatic 
found drunk in the middle of the 
nicht in a bedroom with his host's 
wife, guzzling wine and pawing the 
naked shoulder of the cold, aloof, 
beautifully made-up creature. What 
could be smarter? Ask Milt Gross, 
Will Hays, Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, the smart New Yorkers, Ask 
anvone. But not us. 

Besides, it’s one of those play- 
within-a-play things, and made in 
Europe, with foreign actors. The 
height of artistic endeavor. 

And in the middle of the picture, 
goon after it begins rather, the 
male lead suddenly addresses the 
audience. That’s a thrill in itself. 
Few audiences in regular picture 
houses have ever experienced the 
pleasure of being spoken to, silently 
tis true, directly from the screen. 
If they could only talk back it 
would double admission prices. 


How those red-hot bedroom 
scenes affected the elderly, auto- 
cratic-looking females, of whom 


there is a surprising abundance In 
arty houses, could only be judged 
from the hysterical giggles break- 
ing out in dark corners. Not hard 
to spot an old frau’s cackle. It’s 
usually followed by a _ reproving 
cough, The younger fems remained 
urmoved outwardly, mostly. 

But, though its okay with smart 
New Yorkers, there are some things 
in the picture which the average. 
simple-minded picture fan cannot 
understand. How come the big, 
heavy, gigantic Tartuffe should 
stand for face-slapning practice 
from a little man half his size and 
weight. Tartuffe crouches as low 
as possible but in spite of all the 
crouching he still looks powerful 
enough to nut his attacker under 
his coat tails with one hoend and 
grab the dame with the other. 

So it seems that even the high 
art of the foreien producers has 
its limitations. Would have been 
simple to explain away by arm- 
ing the little man with a box of 
firecrackers, a shotgun, brass 
knuckles, baby cannon, anything. 
But mavbe that wouldn’t be art. 

There’s another kick for’ the 
audience at the finish when it is 
aenin addressed, this time only in 
titles. “Do you know who is sit- 
tine beside you?” is one of the 
queries. Some of the bovs took a 
second look. Several discoveries 


seems to have been made. It’s a 
verv sociable surgestion, due 
earlier, 


The balance of the program is 
defiled with diseustingly inartistic 
Amerie®n productions including an 
interesting Fox short entitled ‘Head 
Hunters of and Horry 
Langdon in “Fiddlesticks.” Won- 
der how the head hunters would 
feel if thev knew thev were being 
exhibited in a sure-seater on the 
same bill with foreien “art”? Mort. 


ALHAMBRA 


(SACRAMENTO) 
Sacramento, April 12. 
Residential neighborhood house 
still far from being a _ profitable 
venture, Has been open nearly 
seven months, 3usiness is good 
week-ends, but week nights are off. 
Matinees Saturday, Sunday, 
Wednesday and Thursday’ with 
trade nothing to get excited about. 
Outstanding feature is Uzia Ber- 
mani and his stage band. For the 
summer months Bermani has re- 
duced the band to 16, but every man 
is a thorough musician. Outfit 
rates as one of the best stage con- 
cert bands on the coast. Bermani 
is a showman and conceives and 
executes practically all the stage 
diversion. He is a violinist and 
pianist. Elaborate stage settings 
are utilized, with considerable de- 
tail given to presentation angles. 
Stage band is being augmented by 
one or two outside acts, sometimes 
gZood, sometimes not so good. 
Currently, Bermani and band cop 
honors with Vitanhone, Movietone 
and strairht sereen festure round- 
ing out show. Only weak spot is 
Leo Friedmand, composer, and 
Laurel Nemeth, soprano, in song 
and pianolog. At that, team was 
heldover from preceding week and 
clicked with the pay customers. 
After opening band number 
Frie@man and Nemeth followed in 
songs. Miss Nemeth soloed a new 


number, composed by Friedman, 
dedicated to the city. 
In front of the plush drapes, 


Yasha Barowski, 


concert violinist ! 


with the band, soloed, For an en- 
core Barowski offered a novelty by 
Playing both violin and piano 
simultaneously. Part of the time he 
played the violin with one hand 
and the piano with the other, then 
using both hands on either instru- 
ment, and so on, It scored solidly. 
For the finale the band again, 

Cy Graves, house organist, one of 
the best bets of the Alhambra, and 
has been introducing a lot of novel- 
ty stuff with slides. His manipu- 
lation of the keys has won him 
much recognition in these parts. 
Screen feature “Let ’Er Go, Galla- 
gher,” with Hyams & McIntyre and 
John Miljan featured on Vitaphone. 

Edwards. 


WISCONSIN 


(MILWAUKEE) 


Milwaukee, April 13. 

Spirit of the circus hit here with 
the Wisconsin’s “The Band Wagon.” 
This is another of Eddie Weisfeldt’s 
extravaganzas to give Dave School- 
er, m. ¢., a better break. The show 
was elaborate. 

Stage set had a huge red and gold 
band wagon in the center stancing 
in front of a fancy drop, in the cen- 
ter of which was painted a huge 
drum with a girl drummer. Band in 
parade costume, with Schooler, in 
white, swinging the baton. Playing 
the opening, the band brought on 
the Eight Berri dancers, each carry- 
ing a bass drum. Af‘ter beating the 
drums for a chorus, the girls turned 
them over to step on them and do a 
neat dance. Billie Gerber, a cute 
little trick in masculine attire, had 
the second spot and did well. This 
a return for Billie. Billy Meyers, 
house tenor, in next spot. 

Doyle and Shirmer, in white cow- 
boy outfits, specialized on banjo-uke 
and harmonica. Close with a yodel 
n ber and okay. 

erri Girls brought back in ring- 
masters’ suits and go through a 
prance routine, followed by Cran- 
dall and Marley. Latter act should 
go big anywhere. Introduced as 
from the Pavlowa ballet, their en- 
trance on toes. Their bumping into 
one another buffaloes the audience, 
many taking the burlesque as the 
real stuff, but once they go into the 
goofey toe dancing the house is 
theirs. Pair went to two encores 
and six bows. 

Schooler did a recitation on “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin” to clever interpola- 
tions by the band. Stage m. c.’s 
have used this routine’ all over the 
country. Moore and Paul, burlesque 
tumbling, came close to stopping 
the show. “Here They Come,” sung 
by Billy Myers, with a dance by the 
Berri Girls, closed. Girl on the drop 
pounds the drum, after which the 
drumhead raises while colored pin- 
wheel Hghts flash and the wheels 
and gold trimmings of the wagon 
are also lighted for the windup. 

Art Richter, organist, tried a new 
ballad, but it was a bad guess. 
Thev want jazz here. “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” (Par) and newsreel 
rounded out program. Israel. 


STATE 


(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, April 14. 

If the current show is any crite- 
rion, the State apparently doesn’t 
intend to lower its entertainment 
standards because of the new Min- 
nesota. An elaborate stage offering 
supplements other high class units, 
including “Helen of Troy” (F. N.). 

Colorful and snappy stage show 
was in the form of an overture pres- 
entation featuring the F. & R. en- 
semble, which takes in a ballet of 
eight girls, an unbilled dance team, 
eight singers, and three musicians. 
Half way through the 18-piece or- 
chestra’s overture, “A Gypsy Fan- 
tasie,” curtain parted to reveal a 
gypsy camp. Lively ballet number 
preceded a tuneful gypsy love song 
by a tenor of better than average 
voice. Passable Apache by the un- 
billed dance team was followed by 
ensemble singing and instrumental 
selections by a violin and mandolin 
trio. Finale had a punch with the 
girls in a whirling dance. 

Under direction of William W. 
Nelson, guest conductor, orchestra 
did itself proud throughout the 
show. International News paved the 
way for two well-liked Vitaphone 
numbers, “When the Wife’s Away” 
ana Wait and Gilbert. Then a good 
offering, an organ number conceived 
and executed by Larry Goldberg, 
formerly of the Garrick. Called “A 
Trip Through Organland,” and dur- 
ing it Goldberg took the audience on 
a musical journey that brought out 
the imitative possibilities of his in- 
strument. He reproduced in star- 
tling fashion the sounds of a loco- 
motive, a moving train, a symphony 
orchestra, cathedral chimes, ete. 
Accompanying slides were clever 
and interesting. Rare showmanship 
as well asa high degree of talent. 

Atmospheric prolog preceded the 
feature. Some really funny bur- 
lesque classical dancing by Johnny 
Williams and Jerry Stone, one oi 
them in feminine costume, reaped a 
deserved harvest of laughs. Six of 
the ballet girls in Grecian tunics 
represented a living frieze similar 
to the one which comes to life in 
the picture. 

A dandy buy for 60 cents, but busi- 
ness eontinues far under par, due 
largely to the Minnesota. 


Net for the Theatrical Press Rep- 
resentatives’ fourth annual benefit 
in the Rivoli April 6 will be about 
$7,000, it is estimated. 


VARIETY 


| 


(SAN FRANCISCO) 
San Francisco, April 10. 

Stage band policy at this strictly 
residential house on the edge of the 
Sunset district, just off Golden Gate 
Park, has become firmly established. 
With Wilt Gunzendorfer and his 
KGO broadcasting band it is click- 
ing handily. House is a 1,600-seater, 
owned and operated by Harry Sack 
and Wm. Godfry, associated with 
T. & D. Junior circuit in several 
theatre holdings, but the circuit is 
not interested in this house. A two- 
a-night policy is in effect, with mat- 
inee Saturday and grind from one 
p.m. Sunday. Thirty cents top, with 
a dime more for loges. Business 
has been consistently good. 

Monday night is double-feature 
night, screen offerings being ‘The 
Gay Retreat” (Fox) and “The Third 
Degree.” Gunzendorfer band has 
been cut to six pieces for the sum- 
mer. With most of the boys able 
to double on instruments, they make 
up for the deficiency in numbers. 
Entire program changes Sunday, 
Monday and Wednesday for one, two 
and four-day runs, 

Band boys are collegiates and a 
clean-cut, musicianly outfit. Gun- 
zendorfer plays almost constantly 
while directing, either on sax or 
clarinet. Opening numbers was a 
pop, with two of the boys injec ting 
comedy by arguing over babies in 
the audience and using small mir- 
rors for flashlight effect. This was 
followed by Hawaiian number, and 
then into another popular air. Dur- 
ing latter number Gunzendorfer did 
a Ted Lewis. 

Excellent entertainment for a 
neighborhood house, and seemingly 
appreciated by the customers. 
Healthy gatering on hand. Edwards. 


MIDLAND 


(“Milady’s Fans”) 
(KANSAS CITY) 


Kansas City, April 15. 

More “hells,” “damns” and “my 
Gods” on the Midland’s stage this 
week than from any, if not all, of 
the Loew-Publix units to have 
reached this town. Boyce Coombs 
was the offender, having replaced 
Harry Burns since the unit was re- 
viewed at the Paramount, New York. 
Benny and Western, dancers, have 
also been added since the New York 
showing. They put over a couple of 
comedy bits very well. Seen before 
in this house, but pleased. 

Presentation started with “The 
Evolution of Dixie.” which brought 
the red-coated Midlanders up on the 
pit elevator. Newsreel followed and 
then into the stage show, organ spe- 
cialtv being omitted. 

Opening by the 10 Kaufman Girls 
“nailed to click, but Bernice and 
Emilv, acro dancers, got over. Pair 
should have been spotted later, as 
they were the outstanding feature. 
Dorothy Neville sane nd retired In 
favor of Ojeda and Imbert, Spanish 
dancing. 

Rae Fleanor Ball and Brother, 
violin and cello, pleased when Miss 
Ball directed the stage band for a 
novelty number, which included 
some bird imitations by Brother 
Mike. Benny and Western gave 
their broom and umbrella dance, 
but did not create any undue dem- 
onstration. Joe Kay and hand got 
laurhs with “Red Ston Signal to 
Me,” in which a traffic semaphore 
was used. Another number by the 
Kanfmans and then Boyce Coombs, 
who told a number of English 
stories, recited a little and sane. An 
airplane storv had burlesaue flavor. 
Finale brought all the artists on to 
he easv on the eyes. Screen feature, 
“Speedy.” (Par). Hughes. 


STRAND 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 16. 

At the Strand this week is a soft 
lot of mush that no one but Elinor 
Glyn would have the nerve to put 
their name on, called “Mad Hour,” 
in picture form. Through that 
Kane-First National having the at- 
mosphere of youth, some _ one 
thought the stage unit should go 
kiddie too, and it is kiddish or any- 
thing else. 

Called Joe Plunkett’s “Rah, Rah 
Frolic,” it’s difficult to believe that 
that expert picture house producer 
put this one together. It has noth- 
ing that could be called entertain- 
ment although perhaps its cheap- 
ness was its seller. Monday eve- 
ning everything on the bill died 
with not much of a house to die be- 
fore even at nine, so that “Mad 
Hour” titles are running nowadays 
for the foul line instead of the box 
office, And picture house audiences 
are becoming educated, 

Opening the unit were the 5 Co- 
Eds, a bunk billing with the little 
girls looking like a group picked 
from a dancing school from their 
work and they didn’t work much. 
Al Gale, featured on the billing with 
capital letters, is a boy who sang 
two pops, wildly waving and clap- 


ping his hands while doing it. He 
could have sung one or none, 
After that the Maryland Col- 


iegians (New Acts), supposed to be 
12 college boys from Baltimore, 
with Louella Lee in song and dance 
in front for one number. Utter 
waste of time and effort. Every- 
thing about the act, Including the 
ensemble finale, looked and sound- 
ed home made, and if not amateur- 


ish at least that impression should 
be removed. A nice act for the 


Hudson could ever expect. 

Still that unit used up 19 min- 
utes, not long for a stage show, but 
plenty here, in fact 19 minutes too 
long. 

Picture ran around 75 minutes 
and that brings up one thing in 
favor of the stage show; if the lat- 
ter is first seen, then you know 
the reason it’s there when the pic- 
ture opens with booze, college boys 
and petting parties. But if seen 
after the picture, perhaps the relief 
from the film might recompense a 
little for the unit. 

News weekly ran 
With four each from International 
and Pathe, and one or two from 
Fox, Rather interesting with some 
shots of the German plane and no 
tricks to them. 

Next to closing, after the feature, 
were a couple of very brief Pathe 
shorts, that didn’t mean a thing. 
Named on the program “Odds and 
Ends,” they could have been called 
still moving news, looking as 
though Pathe had been persuaded 
from placing them on the news reel, 
sending them out instead as a spe- 
cial short reel to fool the exhibs, 

Quite a pleasant organ moment 
closed the show, the pit orchestra 
opening it with a fast “Raymond” 
overture, then into the news reel. 

Business Monday night at 9, 
light—weather, fine. 


CALIFORNIA 


(SAN FRANCISCO) 


San Francisco, April 14. 

Gino Severi’s orchestra continues 
to be one of the outstanding fea- 
tures of this Publix (West Coast 
operated) run house. Severi is a 
violinist and musician of note. His 
stage musical programs are always 
greeted by lovers of the better things 
in music. Currently, as an adjunct 
to Lioyd’s “Speedy,” the Severi con- 
cert stacks up as something decid- 
edly out of the usual. 

First public demonstration is be- 
ing had of the Douglas Doubler, re- 
producing device that brings out 
phonographic recordings in two-fold 
measure. Severi has blended thé 
singing of two opera and concert 
stars, Giovanni Martinelli and Mau- 
rice Gunsky, so harmoniously with 
his band that through means of the 
Doubler they are made to appear 
part of the musical organization. 

Opening selection is the “Arioso” 
from “Pagliacci,” with the words by 
Martinelli (on record) and so closely 
blended with the orchestral accom- 
paniment that were it not for the 
screen announcements one might 
easily be led to believe the singer 
were concealed behind the drapes. 
Then followed “Those Songs My 
Mother Useé to Sing,” by Gunsky, 
also with the Severi band accom- 
panying, and showing the fine syn- 
chronization between record and or- 
chestra, 

For the finale band does “Kamenoi 
Ostrow,” Rubenstein’s difficult com- 
position, always a dclight to music 


nine minutes 


lovers when preperly'§ rendered. 
Severi’s band plays it in masterly 
fashion. Edwards. 


BROADWAY 


(PORTLAND, ORE.) 


Portland, Ore., April 12. 

A $4,500 vaude program is be- 
ing presented local customers at 
this house by Fanchon and Marco. 
Were it not for “Hermie” King and 
his band, the show would go en- 
tirely under the disguise of straight 
vaude, Cliff Edwards, Moss and 
Frye and Bee Starr, aerialist, oc- 
cupy the bulk of the program. 

Melvin Ogden, whose organ solos 
have been attracting favorable 
comment, opens with his interpre- 
tation of “Rhapsody in Blue.” Og- 
den is announced as being the only 
organist to play this famed selec- 
tion. He clicked to fine returns, the 
number being artistically worked in 
with a short educational picture. 

“Hermie” King, and his boys, fol- 
lowed to a great hand. King is a 
big draw in town. Boys put over 
a combo of pop numbers, piano 
duet, King and Matt Howard, also 
getting a big palm. 

Moss and Frye, next, hit with 
their familiar comedy. Bee Starr. 
on the trapeze, electrified and Cliff 
Edwards tied the show up in a 
knot. A few of his gags can stand 
cleaning. 

Zand closed with a novelty num- 
ber. 

“Sporting 
feature. 


Goods” (Par), screen 
Cohen, 


TIVOLI 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 13. 

A film grinder so close to Madi- 
son Square Garden it could become 
an annex without disturbing the 
subway work on Eighth avenue. 
This house is one of the Consoli- 
dated Amusement Enterprises links 
and, no doubt, one of its best money 
makers. 

Theatre has a gallery and seats 
about 2,600. Thursday night (April 
12) there were several rows of 
standees waiting for seats around 
10 o'clock. Boxoffice twang is 30 
cents, which is tilted a dime on the 
week-end. 

Tivoli has been showing a better 
grade of pictures and trailers indi- 
cate more to come. A seven-piece 
orchestra officiates and there are 
alternating organists, None of the 
music @ispensers are billed. 


ft 
Nip rat 


chestra works hard and at 


town hall in Hudson, N. Y., all that 


CALLED LAGGARDS 


(Continued from page 5) 
president of the Association of Moe 
tion Picture Producers, announced 
that plans had been formulated for 
the immediate launching of a ree 
search laboratory for the benefit of 
all producers and that a technical 
engineer would be selected to head 
the laboratory within a week. Beet- 
son declared producers would prob- 
ably spend $1,000,000 a year in re- 
search work. 

Other speakers included Willard 
B. Cook, president of the Engi- 
neers; Dr. C. E. K. Mees of the 
Eastman Kodak Company; Daniel 
Clark, president of the American 
Society of Cinematographers; L. A. 
Hawkins, executive engineer of re- 
search laboratory of General Elec- 
tric Company, and Milton Sills. 

All speakers touched on the im- 
portance of research to further the 
development of motion pictures in 
the fleld of entertainment. 


Seven Speakers 


Following are abstracts of a few 
of the papers read during the coast 
sessions, selected for special trade 
interest in the topics discussed: 

J. B. Carrigan, editor of one of 
the amateur movie fan publications, 
said a producing company had been 
formed exclusively for the produc- 
tion of dramatic subjects in the 16 
mm. form, while the tendency in 
the fleld seems to be away from the 
outright sales plan and in favor 
of rental systems, mentioning the + 
coupon block booking idea. 

C. Francis Jenkins described 
briefly the apparatus by which 
moving pictures are to be trans- 
mitted to the home by radio. ‘In 
the broadcasting station a motion 
picture film is passed through a 
transmitter,” he said, “which ana- 
lyzes each picture into lines by 
means of a number of lenses 
mounted in a disk which rotates 
rapidly in front of a light source, | 
The light passing through different’ |“ 
parts of the picture is of different 
intensity and is received on a light- ¥ 
sensitive cell which sends a corre- 
spondingly strong or weak electrical 
current to the sending station. By 
use of a similar disk in the receiver 
the image is reconstructed for 
viewing.” 

New Color Process 

John H. Powrie of the Warner 
Research Laboratory, New York, 
described a new color process ob- 
tainable with an ordinary camera 
in conjunction with specially made 
film. Very fine lines are printed 
on the film photographically and 
then colored by dye mordanting. 
The colored lines thus produced, 
being very fine, analyze each part 
of the image into the three color 
components. When this film ig de- 
veloped a negative in complemen- 
tary color results. Ordinary pro- 
jection equipment is used in ex- 
hibiting. 

Fred R. Arther and Elmer Freyer 
discussed making “stills,” explain- 
ing that with the new lighting (in- 
candescent) in studios it will be nec- 
essary again to pose the actors 
because no lenses are available fast 
enough to take stills 8 by 10 while 
the play action is in progress. 

E. Huse and C. E. Ives, of the 
Eastman Company, explained a new 
machine by which film negatives 
can be duplicated from the single 
original, in which process of dupli- 
cation certain flaws of the original \ 
may be corrected. 

N. D. Golden, U. S. Bureau of _ 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
discusse@ moving picture foreign 
trade, He said 733 new theatres in 
Europe during 1927 brought fhe to- 
tal to much above 21,000, and added 
390,000 seats to the total. He 
touched briefly upon foreign legis- 
lation against American product 
and added that the Far East and 
Latin America offered great poten- 
tialities for development. 


takes very little rest between pic- ii 


tures, 
No effort is made at presentation 
or musical ensemble. House is 


pretty strong on the double feature 

thing. This night, between ‘‘Cohens 

and Kellys in Paris” (U) and “The- 5% 

Little Snob” (W. B.) there were ‘ 

shorts including “Children of the 

Sun” (Ufa). 

Tivoli, in other years, has tried 
f 


more of a play at an orchestral pres- 
entation and also has had vocal 
soloists appear. In the neighbors 
hoods, close to Times Square, the 
small admish fee and the two fea- 4 
tures seem to attract faster than he 
any other kind of entertainment i 
Even a former splash of neighbore i 
hood ballyhooing and special stuff 
flopped. So the Tivoli now sails 
along with the straight picture gag 
and makes it pay. 

It is the neighborhood belief that 


the fans looking for class stage 
Or- | trimming can get it by stepping 3 
lover to Broadway, Mark. 
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Wednesday, 


April 18, 1928 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
Pantages (23) 
Jutta Valey 
Carlena Diamond 
McDevitt, Kelly &Q 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Pantages (23) 
Juggling McBRanns 
Dewey & Gold Rev 
Maurice Costello 
Mayme Gehrue 
Noodles Fagan 


LOS ANGELES 
Pantages (23) 


H Berry & Miss 
Joe Fanton 
Roger Williams 
Kerr & Weston 
Fulmer & Wayne 
SAN DIEGO, CAL. 
Pantages (23) 
Christie & Nelson 
Cosmopolitan 3 
Doran & Soper 
DeSylvia Nite Club 
Eart Fegen Band 
L’G BEACH, CAL. 
Pantages (23) 
Aeroplane Girls 
Chas Willis 
Caro! & James 


4 Flashes 
Eddie Foyer 
Parisian Frolics 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages 


(23) 


Bill Demond 


Dotson 
Winehill & Briscoe 
Radio Fancies 
4 Kadex 
LOGAN, UTAH 
Pantages (25) 
(Same bill plays 
Ogden, 26-28; 
Rock Springs, 29; 
Cheyenne, 30) 
Bobby Van Hroen 
Daner 
Ruloff & Elton 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Awgee'’s Horses 
OMAHA, NER, 
World (23) 
3 Blanks 
Paddy Saunders 
Ituston Ray 
Marion & Dade 
Revue Unique 
KAN. CITY, MO. 
Pantages (23) 
Perez & Marguerite 
Bert Swor 
Spencer & Williams 
Stepping Along 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Pantages (23) 
Paul Kirkland 
Siems 
D'Andre & Walters 
Sully & Mack 
5 Lelands 


Association 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
American 
2d half (19-21) 
McCarver & W'ms 
3 Balmaines 
Sherwood & Claire 
Gossip Club 
J & I Marilyn Rev 
Belmont 
2d half (19-21) 
Lentini Co 
Lee & Bergere 
(Three to fill) 
Engelwood 
2a half (19-21) 
Mack & Stanton 
(Others to fill) 
Majestic 
2d half (19-21) 
3 Waiman Debs 
thas Wilson Co 
vThree to fill) 
Riveria 
2d half (19-21) 
tid Gordon 
Boys 
Peh Wyne Co 
«Three to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitol 
2d half (19-22) 
Xeo Taki & Yoki 
Paul Sydell 
Senator Murphy 
‘bach Entertainers 
‘Two to fill) 
DES MOINES, IA, 
Capitol 
2d half (19-22) 
Stop Look Listen 
Leo Hearn 
Xnox & Stetson 
(Two to fill) 
IND. 


24 half (19-22) 
& J Browne 
(Others to fill) 
KAN. CITY, MO. 
Main Street (16) 
Peter Higgins 
Britt Wood 
Louisville Loons 
Geraldine & Joe 
Howard & Linn 
Lethrop Bros 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
2a half (19-22) 


Eddie Carr Co 


Trehane & Wallace 
Jack Redmond Co 
Smith & Cantor 
(Two to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 
Majestic (16) 
Permaine & She}ly 
Tampa 
Curley Burns Co 
Claire & Atwood 
Tommy Leven Co 
Lucian Lucca 


MINNEAPOLIS 
ith St. (16) 
Osear & King 
Smith Colton 
G & M Eline 
Paul Gordon 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
2a half (19-22) 
Willie Mauss 
Jim Allardt Co 
(Others to fill) 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Grand (16) 

Kennedys 

Adams & Rash 

K Koban 2 

Tell Tales 

Kennedy & Martin 


2d half (19-22) 
Kaskman’s Rev 
Maidie & Ray 
(Others to fill) 


SIOUX CITY, IA. 
Orpheum 

2a half (19-22) 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Bid Side Show 
Henry Regal Co 
(Others to fill) 
SO. BEND, IND. 

Palace 

2d half (19-22) 
Hollingsworth & C 
Bob Jackson 
I M Chadwick Co 
Cooper & Clifton 
(Two to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, 

Orpheum 

2d half (19-22) 
Van DeVelde Tr 
John Barry Co 
(Others to fill) 


oO. 


Interstate 


AMARILLO, TEX. 


Fair 


Ist half (23-25). 
(Same bill plays 
Wichita Falls 
2d half) 

I. Stoutenburgh 
Alexander & Peggy 
Eddie Dale Co 
Hyde & Burrill 
Egan & Red Heads 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Majestic (23) 
Lee Morse 
E & M Beck 
Amateur Nite Lon 
Oliver & Crangle 
Minor & Root Rev 
BATON ROUGE 
Columbia (23) 


(Same bill plays 
Alexandria, 24; 
Monroe, 25; 
Pine Bluff, 26; 
Shreveport, 27; 
‘Texarkana, 28) 

Nolly Tate 
ti & E Parks 
Billy House Co 
Mayo & Lynn 
Goin’ North 
BIRM’GH’'M, ALA. 
Ritz (23) 
Hap Hazard 
Torelli's Circus 
Marie Vero 
A & M Havel 
Gibbs Twins 


DALLAS, TEX, 

Majestic (23) 
Keno & Green 
Slim Timblin Co 
«Loos Bros 
Jerome & Grey 
Weider Sis Co 
FT. SMITH, ARK. 

doie 

2@ half (26-29) 
3 Good Knights 
Ray & Harrison 
Johnny Hyman 


Petite Revue 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 

Majestic (23) 
Gus Fowler 
Claude De Car Co 
Skelly & Heit Rev 
Strains & Stings 
Reed & Lavere 
HOUSTON, TEX. 

Mertini (23) 
Five Bracks 
Jerome & Ryan 
Chaney & Fox 
Frank Richardson 
Our Gang Kids 
L'LE ROCK, ARK. 

Majestic 

Ist half (23-25) 
3 Good Knights 
tay & Harrison 
Johnny Hyman 
Petite Re vue 

2a half (26-29) 
K Emmys Pets 
Brendel & Burt 
(Two to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 

Orpheum (23) 
Bud Carlisle 
Cahill & Wells 
Barry & Whitledge 
Seed & Austin 
Lottie Mayer Co 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


Orpheum (23) 
Ervel & Del 
Artie Mehlinger 


Toto 
Richards & Church 
BE Costello Co 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheum (23) 
Marco & Jerome 
Ates & Darling 
Haven Macwuarrie 
Stroud & Wheeler 
B Hamilton Bd 
SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic 
Ist half (23-25 
(Same bill plays 
Waco 2d half) 
Kokin & Galetti 
teynolds & White 
B & J Creighton 
The Rookie 
Shuron Duvries Co 


Orpheum 


CHICAGO, TLE. | 
Palace (23) 
Carl Freed 
Cortini 
Will Fyffe 
Walter McNally 


Gaston Andee 

Coram 

(Three to fill) 
State Lake 

Bert Lytell 


(23) 


' Sunshine Sammy 


Art Henry 

Eva Shirley 
Graham & Wallace 
Promenaders 
Bury’s Dogs 

Jack Redmond 
(One to fill) 


CALGARY, CAN, 
Orpheum (23) 


Derickson & Brown } 


Dare & Wahl 
Reynolds & Clarke 
Jed Dooley 
Severn & Nea} Sis 
Schichtl's Manikins 
DENVER, COL, 
Orpheum (23) 
Cardini 
Reverly Bayne 
Tom Davies 3 
loon Bestor Orch 
(Two to fill 


KAN. CITY, MO. 
Orpheum 

Rilly Farrell Co 
Stan Kavanaugh 
LaSalle & Mack 
Chas Ruggles 
Ted Lewis Band 
(One to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 

Hill Street (23) 
Jack Benny 
Tilyou & Rogers 
A'berta Lee 
Frankie Heath 
Wm Halligan 
Countess Sonia 

Orpheum (23) 
Will Aubrey 
Johns & Mabley 
Venita Gould 
Smith & Baker 
Rosita & Orch 
Winnie Lightner 
Torino 


MILWAUKEE 
Orpheum (23) 
Arthur Bryson 
Riffin's Monkeys 
Arnaut Bros 
Wendell Hall 
LeMaire & Van 
(One to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Hennepin (23) 
Dick Henderson 
Lew Hearn 
Pilcer & Douglas 
(Others to fill) 


OAKLAND, CAL, 
Orpheum (23) 
Olsen & Johnson 
Brown & LaVelle 
Younger Foys 
Olive Olsen 
W Cromwell Knox 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Orpheum (23) 
Nazimova 
Peter Hig 


sT. LOUIS, MO. 
Orpheum (23) 
Deno & Rochell 
Glason Palmer 
Al K Hail 
K T Kuma 
Jay Velie 
Bill Farrell 
St. Louis (23) 
M Montgomery 
Tom Mix 
Klutings Enter 
Ruby Norton 
Harrison & Dakin 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (23) 
Rich & Cherie 
Eddie Borden 
Fulton & Mack 
Siiton & King 
Larry Rich Roch 
Hariand Tucker 
Orpheum (23) 
Lucille La Verne 
Corinne Tilton 
Mason & Sunny 
Joe Mendi Co 
(Two to fill) 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Orpheum (23) 
Joe Howard 
Yesterthoughts 
Toby Wilson Co 
Anger & Fair 
Esmond & Grant 
‘One to fill) 
VANCOUVER. B.C. 
Orpheum 
B Anderson & Pony 


Lorin Raker Co 
Tracey & Hay 
Carnell & Florence 
Fred Allen 

ID Apollon Co 
WINNIPEG,. CAN. 


Orpheum (23) 
Senator Murphy 
Arthur Byron 
Jubilee Singers 
Murdock & Bayo 
(Two to fill) 


Keith-Western 


CLEVELAND, 
Read’s Hip 
2d half (19-22) 
Al Weber Co 
Donahue & Boyne 
Joe Whitehead 
(Two to fill) 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Hollywood 
2d half (19-22) 
Gerald Griffin 
Fulton & Parker 
(Others to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 
2d half (19-22) 
Hart’s Crazy Cats 
Levan & Bolles 
(Others to fill) 


MUNCIE, IND. 

Wysor Grand 

2d half (19-22) 
Joe May Co 
(Others to filly 

SANDUSKY, O. 

Schade 

2d half (19-22) 
Edwards & Morris 
(Others to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 

t 


(19-22) 
Haynes Lehman&K 
(Others to fill) 
WINDSOR, ONT. 
Capitol 

2d halt (19-22) 
Vardels 
Falls Reading & B 
Moran & Betty 
(Two to fill) 


Keith-Albee 


NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (16) 
Wheeler & Sands 

Clark & Casler 
Brown & Whitt'k’r 
Palermo’s Co 
Starr & Rollo 
Colleano Fam 
Joe Browning 
Chester 

2a half (19-22) 
Meehan & Newman 
Seebacks 
Kemper & Bayard 


Jeante 
(One to fill) 
Coliseum 
2a half (19-22) 
A & J Corelli 
Chilton & Thomas 
Whirl of Youth 
Talent & Merit 
Burke & Durkin 
Eleph 
Rist St. 
2d half (19-22 
Betty Felson Rev 
Art Ayelsworth Co 
Northlane & Ward 
Desiree Ellinger 
Joe Marks Co 
86th St. 
2d half (19-22) 
Francis & Wally 
N Phillips Fam 
Alma Neilson Co 
Yates & Lawley 
(One to fill) 
Sth Ave. 
24a half (19-22) 
Stickney’s Cir 
Country Club Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Hartforth & Nord 
Noree Co 
Fordham 
half (19- 
nell 
& Mariorie 
Garnby Hale Rev 
Fisher & Hurst 
Louis Mann 
Krugel & Robels 
Frankiin 
24 hait (19-22) 
Wilson & Wilson 
Kiefer 3 
Horde & Robinson 
Dainty Marie 
Chabot & Tortoni 
Gracella & Theo 
Hamilton 
2a half (19-22) 
Courtney Sis 
Laughing Lady 
Caits Bros 
Princess Watawaso 
Sid Marion Co 
Hippodrome (16) 
3 Sailors 
Gossips of 1928 


(23) 
J&R 


2d 22) 
Rieck 
Eileen 


Lee 
Prince Lami 
J Barry Fam 
Spence & True 
Peter the Great 
2 Davers 
Jefferson 

2a half (18-22 
Stillman & Coca 
Norman & Norman 


Rev 


Wyeth & Wynn 
Wilson & Dobson 
Nancy Gibbs 
Garrison Co 

Bab Hall 


125th St. 
2d half (19-22) 
Richard Vintour 
Rose & Thorne 
Gale & Vanita 
Sylvia Clark Co 
2 Ton Twins 


Palace (16) 
A &G Falls 
Wade Booth 
Medley & Dupree 
Caprice a’ Pied 
Alice Brady Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Gilbert & French 
Clayton Jackson&D 
Van & Belle 

(23) 

Harry Carroll Rev 
De Marcos 
(Others to fill) 


Regent 

2a half (19-22) 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Le Van & Boles 
Dalton & Craig 
Starr & Rollo 
(One to fill) 

Riverside (16) 
Parker & Mack 
4 of Us 
Ann Codee Rev 
Ann Codee Aft 
Fle Vernon 
John I Fisher 
Nitza Vernille 
Trixie ganza 


Winifred ‘Bird 
Veaver Bros 
Nan Halperin 
& P Magiley 
McKavr & Ardine 
«Others to fill) 
Royal 
2d half (19-22) 
Turner Bros 
Lingerie Shoppe 
Harmon & Sands 
Dance Variations 
(One to 


Green & 
Hewett & 
liarry Woolf Co 
(Two to ill) 
FAR ROC KAWAY 
Strand 
2a half (19-22) 
J & K Lee 
Delirio & Moriche 
Summer & Hunt 
Sid Moorehouse 
«One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (16) 
Jean La Crosse 
W & J Mandell 
Clemons HBeilings 
Don Lee & Lauise 
Ciark & Hergman 
Weaver kros 
(23) 
Hicnry Santrey Or 
3 Swifts 
Estelie Fratus 
Sid Marion Co 
(Two to fill) 
Bushwick 


ha!f 


Fitch's 

Flatbush 
2a half 

Don 


Rernice ¢ 


Frankel 


(19-22) 
Cummings 
‘laire 


gins 4 
| (Others to fill) 


& Dunievy’ 


Harrison's Cir 
li J Conley Co 
Greenpoint 
2a haif (19-22) 


Buckley Calvert&H Count 


Marcon 
Ray & Stone 
Geo Paul Co 
Paul Mohr Cao 
Madison 
2d half (19-22) 
Jermann & Green 
leona Horsky Co 
Hiealy & Cross 
Clifford & Gray 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
2d half (19-22) 
Witehens 
O'Neil & Oliver 
Emory Manley Co 
Paul Yocan Co 
Harry Howards Co 
Prospect 
2d half (19-22) 
Cc & E Gress 
treen & La Fell 
Layton & May 
Wilsen Bros 
Mile Andree Co 
AKRON, 
Palace 
2a half (19-22 
Honey Tr 
Claude & Marion 
Family Ford 
John Steel 
M & J Harkins 
Jack Russell 
ALBANY, Y. 
2d half (19-22) 


Proctor’s 
Rhoda & Brochell 
P & P Garvin 
Geo D'Ormand Co 
Rob Murphy 
Hiubert Kinney Rev 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Colonial 
2d half (19-22) 
Walter Brower 
Hahn Unit 
ALTOONA, PA. 
Mishier 
2d half (19-22) 
Chas Frink 
Lod Edgecome 
(Three to fill) 
ASBURY PARK 
Union St. 
2a half (19-22) 
Kanazawa Japs 


Packard & Dodge 


Hadgi Ali 
Masters & Grayce 
(One to fill) 
ASHTABULA, O. 
Palace 

2d half (19-22) 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Others to fill) 
ATLANTIC CITY 

Earle 

2d half (19-22) 
Casting Campbells 
Buddy Beryl 
Arthur Jerret 
Nan Halperin 
Gladys Joyce Co 

BALTIMORE 

Maryland (16) 
Hardeen 
Helen Carlson 
Roy Rogers 
Bob Caprone Co 
Payne & Hilliard 
Mandell & Winters 
Bud Harris & Van 
“Gay Retreat” 


Poli's 


2a half (19-22) 
Biair & Sullivan 
Jovy & Roy 


Stan Chapnian 
(One to 
BROCKT'N, MASS. 
Brockton 
2d half (19-22) 
Brooks & Nace 
Texas 4 
‘Orhers to 
BUPRFALQO, 


N. ¥. 


Hippodrome j 


2a half (19-22) 


Lawton 


Haves Marsh 
(Three to 


BUTLER, 


& H 
PA. 


Majestic 


2d half (19-22) 
Jewel & Rita 
(Others to fill) 

CAMBRIDGE 

Central Square 

2a half (19-22) 
Wilbur Mack 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Loretta King Co 
Mildred Feeley 
(One to fill) 

oO. 


CANTON, 
Palace 
2a half (19-22) 
Upham Whitney R 
Davis & Darnell 
Frolic 4 
Bill Jarrold Co 
Bert Fitzgibbons 
C’RL’ST’N, W.VA. 
Kearse 
2a half (19-22) 
Chus T Aldrich 
Lorette & Burt 
Sub-Debs Rev 
Cole & Synder 
«One to fill) 
CINCINNATI, 
Albee (16) 


Lubin Larry & A 
Spotlight Rev 
Polly & Oz 


Chas Frink 
Two to fill) 
Palace (16) 
Fountain of Dance 
Cortini 
Joe Young 
Geo Moore 
Chisholm & Breen 
Watts & Hanley 
Clark Sis 
CL’'KSB'G, W.V A. 
Robinson Grand 
2d half (19-22) 
R & K Morris 
Lowell Drew Co 
Gene Green 
Chisholm & Breen 
(One to fill) 
CLEVELAND, O. 
105th St. (16) 
Burns & Wilson 
Louis & Cherie 
Rodrigo & Lila 
Hurst & Vogt 
Doc Baker 
Palace (16) 
Olyn Landick 
Belleclaire Bros 
Gus Edwards 
B & E Newell 
(Two to fill) 
COLUMBUS, O. 
Keith’s 
2d half (19-22) 
Little Jack Little 
Ushers 


THIS WEEK 


AL’S HERE 
Gates and Grand 

GRANT and ROSALIE REVUE 
fer and Bay Ridge 
MEYERS 
JOHN GIRLS 
Allyn, Hartford 

Direction 


CHAS, J. FITZPATRICK 


160 West 46th Street, New York 


Prem 
FLORENCE 


and BON 


BANGOR, ME. 
Bijou 
2d half (19-22) 
Leslie Vandergrift 
Keider & Greens 
Marietta Craig Co 
The Rowleys 
(One to fill) 
BAYONNE, N. Jd. 
Keith's 
2d half (19-22) 
Rector & Chandon 
Shelton Brooks 
Watson & Cohan 
Lester Lane Co 
«One to fill) 
BEAVER FALLS 
Regent 
2a half (19-22) 
Geo W Moore 
Hilton & Almy 
Jim Rooney 3 
(Two to fill) 
BINGH'MT'N, N.Y. 
Binghamton 
2d half (19-22) 
Otis Mitchell Co 
Gwynn Co 
6 ©'Reiily’s 
Zuhn & Zuhn 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Bowdoin (16) 
Freeman & Seym’r 
Jackson Tr 
Tom Lynch 
Rernard & Ward 
Antonelli & B’dden 
Gordon's Olympia 
(Scollay Sq.) (167 
lee & Cranston 


Dan Dugan 
| Millard & Martin 
Lomaz & Johnston 
Al Abbott 


Wolfe & Jerome 

Gordon's Olympla 

(Wash. St.) (16) 

Gladys Delmar Bd 

Al Stryker 

Wyle & Slack 

Bigson Herbert Co 

Morris Co 

F'rank ‘Terry 

Rome & Gaut 
Howard (16) 

Rome & Gaut 

Nawahi 

$ Gerton Girls 

New Boston (16) 

Welch Mealy & M 

Rehind the Wall 


Faboe & Wells 
Norwood & Hall 
Castle of Jbreams 
BRADFORD 
Bradford 
2a half (19-22) 
Delaney Cr'd’'n & C 
Roxy La Rocca 
Lang Co 
T & R Romaine Co 
‘One to filly 
BRIDGEP'RT, CT. 
Palace 
half (19-22) 
Cody & Pptnr 


Marie 


E 
E 


arpival of 


Coram 


Venice 


Roherts 


Trip to Holland 
Walsh & Ellis 
Yonk Kee Tr 
Butler & Parker 


CONCORD, N. H. 
Capitol 
2d half (19-22) 
Dorothy Neilson 
Bert Melrose 
Kaye & Sayre 
(Two to fill) 
DAYTON, 0. 
Keith's 
2d half (19-22) 


Mexican Tepica Or 
Ethe 1 Davis 
Silks & Satins 


Gus Thalero 
C'wf'd & Broder’k 
DETROIT, MICH. 


Temple (16) 
Hayes Marsh & H 


McCarthy & Moore 
Pat Henning 
O'Connor & V'ughn 
(One to fill) 
Uptown 

2a half (19-22) 
Side Kicks 
Chita Co 
Mary C Coward 
White & Tierney 
(One to fill) 


DORCHESTER 
Codman 

2a half (19-22) 
Murray Girls 


Bernivict Co 


fill) | 


fill) 


fill) 


ardos 
Dave Vine 
Rasso Co 
{One to fill) 
DUNKIRK, N.Y. 
Capitol 

20 half (19-22) 
Lilt Brown Co 
(Others to fill) 
EAST LIBERTY 

Sheridan Sq. 
2a half (19-22 
Sorey & Lee 
Tango Shoes 

& Harper 
Mendez 3 


Lief 


Walter 
Bob Heath 


Axel Mirano Co 

(Two to fill) 

EL IZABE TH, N. J. 
‘ity 


24 half (19-22) 
Gouid 
Cc legians 
tree to 


ELMIRA, 


Majestic 
2a half (19-22) } 
Broadus Erie 
Up in Ctouds | 
Kearns & Willeite} 


(Tw. to filid 
ERIF, PA. 
Erie (16: 

Wynn 

Springtime Rev 


ers & 


Kirby & Duval 


«One to fill) 


PAIRM'NT, W.VA. 


airmont 


2d half (19-22) 
Jenee & Calvert 
Francis & Hume 

) Miles f'm B'way 
«(Two to 

FALE RIVER 

Empire 

2d half (19-22) 
Moran & Wahert 
Metoy & Walton 
Caulfield & Ritchie 
Dwyer & Edward 

| Riddle & Cook 
& 


FITCHI’G, MASS. 


a 
2a) 23) 
Johnny 
Wilten Sis 
4 Bakers . 


Lewis & Winthrop 
(One to fill) 
GERWN'T’'’N, PA. 
Orpheum 
2d half ¢19-22) 
Stanley Unit 
GLENS F'LsS, N.Y. 
Rialto 
2a half (19-22) 
As You lt 
(Others ‘to fill) 
GL’'V'RSV’LE, N.Y. 
Glove 
2d half (19-22 
Joe Darcey 
Frank Alma 
Milt Pill Sis 
(Two to fill 
R'P’Ds, MICH. 
Ramona Park 
zd half (19-22) 
Caprice Chameleon 
Harry Holmes 
(Three to fill) 
GREENF'LD, PA. 
Victoria 
2d half (19-22) 


Rarr 2 

(Others to fill) 

WKENS'CK, N. 
Keith's 


2a ha'f (19-22) 
Arnold & Dean 
Bento Bros 
Shelton & Pilliard 
Lane & Lee 
(One to fill) 
HARRISB’RG, PA. 

Majestic 

2a half (19-22) 
Chas Marshall Co 
Karle & Rovein 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frank Farron 
(One to fill) 
HARTFORD, CT. 

Canitol 

2d half (19-22) 
Marens Rev 
H’V'RHILL, MASS. 

Colonial 

2a half (19-22) 
Sankers & Silvus 
McCool & Doolin 
Ferry Corwey 
Lowe & Dunn Sis 
HOLYOKE, MASS. 

Vict 


ory 
2d half (19-22) 
Georgia Ramblers 
The Flemmings 
Johnson & Brown 
Bernard & Ward 
(One to filly 
HORNELL, N. 
Shattuck’s 
2d half (19-22) 
Tillis & La Rue 
Lydell & Gibson 
(Three to fill) 
H’'TINGT’N, W.VA. 
Orpheum 
2a half (19-22) 
Rab Coun 
Fantasie P’rasienne 
Hong Kong Tr 
Powell & Rineheart 
Burns & Allen 
ITHACA, N. ¥. 
Strand 
2a half (19-22) 
Cosmopolitan 4 
(Others to fill) 
JAMEST’WN, N.Y. 
Shea's 
2a half (19-22) 
Roscoe Ailes Co 
(Others to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
State 
2a half (19-22) 
Clarion Tr 
Theo Roberts Co 
On Tour 
Jimmy Lucas 
(One to fill) 
JOHNSTOWN, PA. 
Majertic 
2d half (19-22) 
Tabor & Green 
Lehr & Bell 
Lamb's Rev 
Frakson 
Nelson's Eleph 
KINGSTON, N. Y. 
Kingston 
2a half (19-22) 
Lowe Sargent Rev 
Fay 
(Three to 
LANCASTER, 
Colonial 
2a half (19-22) 


F & J Rineheart 
Dale & Fuller 
Nighthawks 
(Two to fill) 
L’WR'NCE, MAS@. 
Empire 

2d haif (19-22) 

Rarr 2 Co 


(Others to fill) 
LEWISTON, ME. 
Music Hall 
2d half (19-22) 

Jack & Jill 
7 Collegians 
Sheldon Bentley 
Robby Carbone 
1 & Leonh't 
LIMA, O. 
Keith’s 
2d half (19-22) 
Page & Cortez 
(Others to fill) 
LOCKPORT, N. Y. 
Palace 
2a half (19-22) 
Foster Fagan & C 
Corner Drug Store 
(‘Three to filly) 
BRANCH, 
Broadway 
2a half (19-22) 
Smythe & Clifford 
Bowers Co 
Joixon & Morelli 
(Two to fill) 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 
2d half 
Cuckoo 
& McGinty 
Royle & Della 
Petrie i 
nes & Beck 
LOWELL. MASS, 


Keith's 
agier 


C& F F! 


LYNN, MASS. 
Olympia 

2a half (19-28) 
Ashley Page 


| Carr Bros & Betty 
| Harris & Pepper 
(two to fi-l) 
| MEADVILLE, PA. 
heith's 
2d half (19-22) 


Win Sabtbhott Co 


| MERIDEN, CT. 
| Keith's 

2a halt (19-22) 
Murray & Irwin 


Kenny Carvet Co 
Howard Co | 
land of Clowns 
Hufford | 


Keith's 
| od f (19-22) 
ildine Imp 3 
Scott tros & Ver 
i 4 has Mack Co 
| Geo Reatty 
Les Gellis 


MONTREAL, CAN, 
Princess (16) 
Revnolds & D'n'g'n 

Raya & Walin 
Guarino & Cooper 
MekKay & Ardine 
Gatlarini Sis 
Allen & Canfield 
M'RRIST'WN, N.J. 
Pyon's Park 
2a half (19-22) 
Clara Howard 
Neptune 6 
(Three to fill) 
MT. VERNN, N. Y. 
Proctor's 
2a half (19-22) 
Rillie Regay Co 
Val Harris Co 
(Three to fill) 
N’SHVW’LE, TENN, 
Princess (16) 
Eltinge & Vernon 
Tex McLeod 
Marshal! & Larue 
Fred & Palace 
Wavburn's Brds 
NEWARK, N. J. q 
Proctor’s 
2a half (19-22) 
A & P Stedman 
Flo Reed Co 
Mel Klee 
(Two to filly 
N. BR'NSW’K, N.J. 
State 
2d half (19-22) 
Alexandria Rev 
Youth 
(Three to fill) 
NEWB'RGH, N. ¥. 
Academy 
2d half (19-22) 
W & BBurke 
Yad Tieman’'s Co 
Foley & La Tour 
H'rmanos Williams 
Bolger Taylor & P 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Palace 
2a half (19-22) 
Delrmar’s Rev 
NEWPORT, R. I. 
Premier 
2a half (19-22) 
Homer Romaine 
Astill & Fountaine 
Rardo & Clark 
(Two to fill 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Practor’s 
2d half (19-22) 
Al Loyal’s Co 
Sybil Vane 
Spence & True 
(Two to fill) 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 
2a half (19-22) 
Judson Cole 
Yachting Party 


(Three to fill) 
N. ADAMS, MASS. 
Empire 


2d half (19-22) 
Art Ashley Co 
(Others to fill) 
OTTAWA, CAN. 

Keith’s 

2a half (19-22) 
Brems Fitz & M 
Musical Capons 
(Three to fill) 
PASSAIC, N. J. 

New Mentauk 

2a half (19-22) 
Sol Gould 
(Others to fill) 
PATERSON, N. 

Majestic 

2a half (19-22) 
Clayton & Newman 
Frank Keenan 
Whiting & Burt 
Bri 

Ruby 3 
PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic 

2a half (19-22) 
Sailor Boy 
3 Belmonts 
Harry Garland 
Allen & Gray 
(One to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 

Broadway 

2a half (19-22) 
Manel'os 
Paganna 
Just a Pal 
Coogan & Casey 
Woodland Rev 

Cross Keys 

2a half (19-22) 
Duponts 
Ferno & Jackson 
Lady Marguerite 
Freshies Kev 
Odali Corenna 
Farle (16) 
scilla Dean 
and 
itricola 
Karle & Rial Rev 
Princess Wahletka 
Jean Granese 

Grand O. H, 

2d half (19-22) 
Prince Wong 
Mezzetti Lewis Co 
Crafts & LaMont 
Dictators 
Orsie & Linko 

Keith's (16) 
Welch's Minst 
Edith Meiser 
Shean & Cantor 
McDonalds 
Raymond Pike 
Howard's Ponies 
Dolley & Sates 
June & Jo 

Nixon 

24a half (19-22) 
Tiesters 
Hope Vernon 
| liaunted 
Emma E. Harvey 
| H & B Isle 


J. 


Pri 
Banjol 


PITTSBURGH 
Davis (16) 
| Reed & Lury 


Riano 


| Adele Verne 

Garrinelli & Milter 
iM 1 & Fontana 

Mel n & Sarah 
H itarria (18) 


ord 
Fair 


Price 


evenin 


41 


booked hy 


Ada Brown TOLEDO, 0, 
White Bros 
& Nancy | half (19-22) 
PLAINE'’L N. 3.) 3 Vagrants 

Proctor's | Lester LaMont 
2a half ¢19-22) Holman 
Palm Beach Rev «Two 
(Others to fill) | TORONTO, “CAN, 
PLATTSBURG (16) 
Strand R 
2d half (19-22) TRE NTON, J. 
Glenn & Kichards Capitol 
& G Violin If (19-22) 
(One to fil) Clarence Dov *y 
PORTLAND, ME. | Loma Worth 
Keith's | Reed Hooper Rev 
2a half (19-22) Diny Brennan 
Sheldon Heft @ Lj 17 Murdock 

| Lee & Cranston “TROY. N. Zs 
Lacas & Lillian Proctor’s 
1A Kelier Rete (18-22) 

Deacon Billy Champ Co 
PORTSMOt TH, Jack Hanley 
leroy |; Sherry & Adams 
@ half (19-22) Bea'to 
4 Sydn eys «One to 
Gaflney & Walton LNION CITY. NE, 
feosephine Davis Capitol 
Mile Andree Co “a half ¢19-22) 
(One to lh Marion Gibney 
POLCGKEEPSIE May Gilman 
Bardavon Frank Sabini 
2a half (19-22) Nevins & Gordon 
Robt De Perrin 3 Jean Spence Co 
Wayne MeVey Co Be 
Redmond & Wells Gatety 
toismun’s Rev 2a half (19-22) 
Gilbert & May Roxy & McCabe 
— 
NEW ENGLAND 
Sixty Theatres in New England, ineclud- 
ing Sundays, Split Weeks. Full Weeks, 
‘Presentations” and Cabarets, are 


WALTERS, DENISH & FRISCO 


306 Stuart: Street, 


Boston, Mass. 


Phone’ Hancock 2566 
QUINCY, MASS. Melnotte 2 
Quiney Mixed Pickles 
2a half (19-22) (Two to till) 


Manley & Paldwin 
Micareme Co 
(Three to fill) 


READING, PA. 
2d nal? 

Bailev & Phil 

1 Hemp Co 

Primrose Seamon 

Parmetta & Mellet 

(One to fill) 


RED BANK, N. J. 
Park 


ar 
2a half (19-22) 
Gene Oliver 3 
Sultan 
Sam Bernard 
Cameo Capers 
(One to fill) 
RICHMOND, VA. 
Lyric (16) 
May Usher 
Elizabeth Brice Co 
Monroe & Grant 
Sylvester & Vance 
Kelly & Jackson 
SALEM MASS, 
Federal 
2a half (19-22) 
International Rev 
Varsity 3 
Scott Sanders 
(Two to fill} 
SARATOGA SP’GS 
Congress 
2@ half (19-22) 
Nel'ie Arnaut Bros 
(Others to fill) 
SCHENECTADY 


Palace 
2a half (19-22) 
Victor Graft 
Art Petley Co 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Margie Hallick Co 
(One to 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 
Palace 
2a half (19-22) 
Colonial 6 
3 Swifts 
Mae Mack 
Radiant 3 
Shamr'ks & Tulips 
STEUBENV'LE, O. 
Capitol 
2d half (19-22) 
Agemos 
Russe & Case 
Jos B Totten Co 
Great Lester 
Ohio State Orch 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s 
2d half (19-22) 
Morris & Campbell 
Geo Dormonde 
(Three to fill) 
TERRE HAUTE 
Keith’s 
24 half (19-22) 
J & * MacKenna 
Courting Days 
Ned Norworth Co 
Zimmy 
Gerber’s Rev 


WALTHAM, MASS, 
2d half (19-22) 
McCoy & Walton 
Homer Romaine 
4 Pepper Shakers 
4 Ortons 
Madeline Patrice 
WARREN, O. 
Robbin's 
2d half (19-22) 
Rupy Norton 
Homer Lind Co 
Alf Grant 
5 Janslevs 
Farrell Taylor Co 
WASH'GT'N, D.C, 
Keith’s (16) 
Henry Santry Co 
Resser & Balfour 
Estelle Fratus 
Breen La Bard & B 
Trene Juno 
“Sts of Shanghai’ 
Palace 
2a half (19-22). 
C & L Fondau 
Emmett & King 
Webb & Mervis 
Press'er Kliaiss Co 
Vanessie Co 
WATERT'N, N.Y. 
Avon 
2a half (19-22) 
Fields & Fink 
Roganny Tr 
Francis & Frank 
(Two to fill) 
WHITE PLAINS 
Kelth’s 


2a half (19-22) 
Hunter & Percival 
Flashes of Art 
Halstead & Daniels 
(Two to fill) 
WILM’GT’N. DEL. 

Garrick 

2a half (19-22) 
Harry Martini 
O’Br'n & Josephine 
Meyokos 
Hal Neiman 
Lovenburgs & 
W'NSOCKET, R. I, 

Bijou 

2d half (19-22) 
Marty Dupree 
(Others to fill) 
YONKERS, N. Y. 

Proctor’s 

2d half (19-22) 
Jim McWilliams 
Headliners 
(Three to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN, O. 

Keith-Albee 

2d half (19-22) 
Serge Flash 
Lea Gail 
Norton & Haley 
Nick Lucas 
Richard Keane 


TALKERS’ CANDIDATES 


(Continued from page 1) 


ica, will stage a demonstration of its 
device at 411 5th avenue, New York, 


later 
Movie 


in the week. 
talker technicians highly 


tout the Photophone as the last word 


in sereen talkers, 
ment for natural 
tion owing 


improve- 
reproduce 


a vast 
sound 


to the highly sensitive 


electrical frequency reproduction. 
A process in the filro equivalent 


to a 


“nre-shrinking” 


eliminates any 


and all distortion such as arises with 
the usual talkers which carry the 
sound waves recorded alongside of 


the picture film. 


In the 


developing 


process, the hypo does something to 
the sensitive sound waves, produces 
a slight but troublesome distortion 


which the 


its 


RCA Photophone, 
unlimited research 


with 
background 


through subsidiary affiliations with 


the 


General Electric 
Telephone & Telegraph 


American 
Co., has 


and 


been able to correct, from reports. 


Two 


er, Harvey C. 
contents 


r the 
them. 


ove 


unmasked handits 
¢ walked into the manager’s 


Sunday 


loffice of the Rivoli, Muncie, Ind., 
lwhile a performance was going on 
‘downstairs. They made the man- 


Arlington, turn 
of the safe to 


> 


: e 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | | | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | | | | 
| | | | | | 
| ate | | | | 
BONDS FOR INVESTMENT | | | | 
A“B. Leach & Co., Inc.. 57 William St.. N.Y. | | 
| 
| | | | 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | | | | | | 
| | | | | 
| | | 
ST. PAUL 
q | | 
| | | es | | | | | 
ee | | | | | | | | 
| | | | | 
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| | | | | | 
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| | | | | ; 
| | | | | 
| | 
| 
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TIMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


On the Square 


Kids Gypped by Amateur Agent 

Take it from two typical kids of the New York streets, the kind of 
juvenile Arabs who have found their only means of money pick-up from 
doing stunts such as singing, dancing the BB, “Varsity Drag” or perform- 
ing acrobatics, the work of appearing in special shows with amateurs as 
the main workers, is the bunk, applesauce or bologna. 

These kids are known among their many street gamin buddies as 
Snowball (colored), and Mickey (white). Their real names are Prank 
Walker and Mickey Callahan. 

Littie Snowball is as black as spades and probably a hue darker. 
Snowy lives in Harlem, without daddy or-mother, both dead» He makes 
his home with a woman who has a flock of children of her own but 
mothers Snowball. Snowball takes home every nickel and dime he has 
been picking up from his natural stage talents. 

In New York and amid its hectic Times Square goings on there are 
a number of men who do nothing but book shows here and there, em- 
ploying amateur talent. The agent takes the show job for a stipulated 
amount and in turn engages his talent for almost nothing with his rake- 
off what he can deduct from the original salaries were he to pay original 
salaries. 

Snowy’s experience best explains the workings of these agents. Through 
some channel the street performance of Snowball brought him to the at- 
tention of one of those agents. The kid reported and was assigned a 
show. He was given a slip for $1.50 and made the show. Where he re- 
ported he was slipped two bits with the info he must report back to the 
agent later for the remaining $1.25. When Snowy went back there were 
many reasons, whys and wherefores and Snowball did not get the rest 
but had to content himself with the quarter. And Snowy let it go at 
that. 

As to Mickey, the white boy, another of the street performing kind, 
he is also on his way to enjoy the better things in life. : 

Last year sympathetic hearts pooled some cash to send Mickey up to 
one of the country places for a week’s vacation. On the eve of leaving 
Mickey declared he couldn't go unless one of his street buddies went 
along. So some hustling by the good Samaritans brought another cash 
collection and Mickey’s buddy went too. 


Hoosick Falls Resents Kindly Offer 


Hoosick Falls “Press” in a recent issue disclaimed any desire for “a 
little more charity toward it,” as requested in Variety a few weeks ago. 
That started through Jack Conway’s kidding references to the town and 
the general common mention of the village by show people—and 
columnists. 

In a late issue, the “Press” said, prefacing it with a strident head: 

The Hoosick Falls Press is glad to have learned what some folks 
think Hoosick Falls needs. Charity, is it? Well, well. Hoosick Falls 
certainly is in a bad way when it needs the charity of the long-eared 
boys of Broadway. 

But does it need their charity, or their apologies? Before these 
long-eared gentry were, Hoosick Falls was. Long after they have 
been, Hoosick Falls will be and will continue to send its sons and 
daughters into every legitimate line of activity in the four corners 
of the earth to bring renown to themselves and recognition to their 
birthplace, even as Harriet Hoctor and Will Kennedy have done in 
the world of make believe, or as Walter A. Wood did in industry or 
as William F. Carey of Madison Square Garden has done in build- 
ing and construction, or as countless others have done varied lines 
of activity. 

Let Variety take the load off its shoulders before they are hope- 
lessly rounded and bent with an imaginary burden. Hoosick Falls 
doesn’t need the charity mentioned. Perhaps it might be used to 
advantage on Broadway. 


Pari-Mutuel Totalizer That Can’t Cheat 


A Frenchman has invented a totalizer for pari-mutuel machines that 
can’t cheat. How many American tracks will want it under that con- 
dition can’t be determined off hand or on hand, The machine costs 
$50,000-to install. It is claimed to save one-third manual labor besides 
other automatic aids. In the latter are included a delivered ticket bear- 
ing the name of the horse or dog and amount paid, doing away with 
the pre-printing of useless tickets. 

As any amount of money is paid into the machine, it is hit upon a 
sort of cash register, with the totalizer delivering the ticket, at the same 
time showing on the dial the total amount bet on the horse up to that 
minute, the winning price the horse will pay under that amount, and 
keeping up this data until the starting bell rings, when the machine 
fis automatically cut off. This latter feature in itself might interfere 
with present mutuel operations on some tracks where the starting bell 
never seems to ring. 


Col. Fitzmaurice’s Aunt 

A small and slender woman who daily goes to St. Malachy’s Chapel 
(The Actors’ Church) at dusk is the aunt of Col. James (Fitz) Fitz- 
maurice, commandant of the Irish Free State fliers and co-pilot with 
Captain Koehl and Baron Von Huenefeld, the trans-Atlantic fliers. Mrs. 
Mary Riordan is her name. She is matron in West Side jail and known 
as “The Little Angel.” She is Fitzmaurice’s aunt by marriage. . 

Riordan paid a visit to Ireland several years ago at which time Col. 
Fitz told him he expected to make the flight. 


An Irishman’s Version 

A crowd daily collects on Broadway near 42d street to stare at an 
electric strip sign atop the Brokaw building. Late last week the pave- 
ment was congested with those rubbering aloft, maybe watching for the 
arrival of the German oversea fliers. 

Somebody asked a Celtic cop what it was all about. He replied: 
“Oh, just watching an Irishman bring a couple of Dutchmen to New 
York.” 


Mad Cat Bites Cop 

One of the two uniformed traffic twins stationed at 46th and Seventh 
will be off his beat for three weeks. A mad cat split the Barney and 
Joe team by biting Barney's thumb, whereupon he got even by shooiing 
the animal. 

An autopsy on the cat showed rabies, so Barney has been ordered to 
take a cure and remain off duty. Joe has inaugurated an anti-cat cam- 
paign of one. 


Missed Publicity Chance 
Some press agent missed an opportunity to plug his show the first day 
of the auction sale of furniture and appointments removed from the New 
Rochelle home of the late Eddie Foy. Despite that every daily had a 
reporter covering the auction and three or four photographers were 
there, no stage celeb showed up. 


Caesar’s Palm Beach Parody 
“My Heart Stood Still,” the Rodgers and Hart hit from “A Connecticut 
Yankee,” has been parodied by Irving Caesar, songwriter, who has been 
singing it at private gatherings of folks familiar with the ways of Palm 
Beach. The punch line is “Max Hart Stood Still.” 


A Dude Ranch in Wyoming 


One of the railroads serving the Pacific northwest, having window 
space on Fifth avenue, is ballyhooing the advantages of spending the 
coming summer vacation on a dude ranch in Wyoming. Stills of life 
on the ranches with some of the equipinent used in roughing it are 


shown in the window displays 


Beauty “Prof.” Ordered 
To Refund to Sisters 


“Prof.” Joseph Rohrers, who con- 
ducts a beauty school at 119 West 
42nd street, was compelled by Mag- 
istrate Joseph E. Corrigan in West 


Side Court to return $160 paid by 
two sisters, who had hopes of learn- 
ing hair waving, marceling, facial 
massaging and manicuring. . 

They went to the school for one 
day, and then asked for the return 
of their money. They claimed that 
the “prof.” ordered them out of his 
school. They gave their names as 
Mrs. Marion and Myra Welling, 
sisters, of 314 West 47th street. 

They told reporters that they had 
read an ad in the “Graphic” of the 
Rohrer'’s school. The course was to 
take two months and the cost was 
to be $100 each. “Live Models,” the 
ad read, “were used at the school.” 
When they began their first day’s 
lesson, they said, they found about: 
four girls, all students, said the 
sisters. The woman instructing 
them, they averred, was a student. 
They looked for the “iive models” 
and saw none, they declared. 

One live model came in, a big 
statuesque woman. 

Marion said, “I was at one of the 
woman's hands, working on her 
nails. Four other girls were waving 
her head. The woman began to 
perspire. She was seated in a 
straight backed chair. 

“Almose exhausted, the ‘live 
model’ begged for a rest. She was 
completely exhausted. You couldn't 
help feeling sorry for her,” tenderly 
said Marion. “We were all strug- 
gling over her. Finally the job was 
completed and we went back to pol- 
ishing each other's nails.” 


GOLF SCHOOL ROBBED 


Barney O’Neil Has To Restock for 
Those Who Would Break 100 


Indoor golf fans were inconven- 
ienced when they went to Barney 
O’Neal’s golf school, 1595 Broad- 


way, and learned that thieves had 
entered the school and made off 
with almost $1,000 worth of clubs 
and balls. A skeleton key was‘ used, 
according to detectives Jim Fitz- 
patrick and Steve Love, of West 
47th street. 
O'Neal reported the theft to the 
sleuths and then had to restock. 
Dubs must practice. Detective Ed- 
die Willi and Tom Tunney, brother 
of the heavyweight champ, sleuths 
at the West 68th street station, 
visited antique stores. The champ's 
brother realized how Gene would 
yell if someone stole his clubs, so he 
and Willi got busy. They entered 
the store of Ira Fox, 2028 Broad- 
way. Posing as golf fans they looked 
over the stock and came across 
some sticks bearing O’Neal’s name. 
Fox stated an unidentified man 
had left them at the store. Fox 
was arrested charged with receiv- 
ing stolen property. Arraigned be- 
fore Magistrate Alexander Brough 
in West Side Court he was granted 
an adjournment. Fox has been ar- 
rested twice before but was dis- 
charged. 


POKER ROOM DISMISSAL 


A charge of maintaining a poker 
room at 228 West 42nd street in 
which they were arrested following 
a raid by detectives of the Third 
Division on April 8, was dismissed 
when Gus Dellas, 35, of the Adelphi 
Hotel, West 23rd street, and Vin- 
cent Etorno, 34, of 456 West 43rd 
street, appeared for trial in Special 
Sessions. 

According to Detective Thomas 
Weppler, who led the raid, he found 
seven men playing poker in an 
apartment at the 42nd street ad- 
dress. He declared that the two 
defendants admitted that they ran 
the place and collected a “kitty” on 
each pot. 


ILLINOIS AUTO RACING 
Danville, Il., April 17. 


Illinois State Auto Racing asso- 
ciation has been organized by a 
group of veteran auto race promot- 
ers of the state and will supervise 
and promote a series of auto races 
in central Illinois during the season. 

Dates for auto race events under 
the association's management were 
set as follows: Danville, May 13, 
June 10, July 15, August 5, Septem- 


ber 2 and 30; Decatur, May 27, July 
4, August 17 (fair date), September 
|\3 (Labor day) and September 23; 
j} Lexington track, May 20, June 24, 


July 22, August 19 and September 16. 


Looping the Loop 


Danforth’s Marrying Party 

A crowd gathered last Wednesday at the Victor Hoyse in honor of 
Bob Sherman. Compliments flew thick and fast, with the crowd not 
knowing what Sherman had done and Sherman greeting compliments 
with a puzzled pan. 

Harry Danforth, the agent, arranged the banquet, sending out invita- 
tions, and in many instances adding a personal note of persuasion. He 
stood in the background until Sherman had received all compliments, 
then calmly announced that he had arranged the banquet in honor of 
himself. To substantiate his claim, he brought forward Connie Camp- 
bell and had a preacher marry them on the spot. 

Although a trifle annoyed that he had to arrange everything himself 
and get the crowd under false pretences, Danforth figured he and the 
bride had been sufficiently honored. Mrs. Danforth is the daughter of 
Danforth’s former partner in the days when the boys were Campbell 
and Danforth, Wisconsin theatre operators. 


Mixing “Helen” 

“Helen of Troy,” picture version, is cutting capers with local theatre 
billings. Perhaps the most unique seen to date is that on the marquis 
of the Lakeside theatre, reading: “The Private Life of Helen of Troy—~ 
40,000 Miles With Lindbergh.” 


Paul Ash's Valet Paints Portraits 
Cirilo Vergara is valet to Paul Ash. Cirilo is also a portrait painter, 
He recently did a canvass of Ash that was really quite a creditable bit 
of art. Paul is sending him to the Chicago Art Institute. 


Good-Hearted Booking Lady 

* Booking obscure cafes ‘*» an unpretentious little booking office of the 
loop is a little woman who has a weakness for doing things for other 
people—particularly show people. She is continually taking up a col- 
lection for some unfortunate performer. Now she is carrying a punch- 
board around in her handbag and canvassing friends for “punches” at 
two bits each. There’s a musician doing time in the Bridewell for dis- 
orderly conduct, and the proceeds from the punch-board are to go 
toward his fine. 


Rae Samuels’ Foresight 

Emory Ettleson, now in the Gus Sun-Billy Diamond office, narrates 
that when Rae Samuels made her first New York appearance about 
twelve years ago she spoke reverently to a well-bearded Hebe standing 
in front of a clothing store near the theatre. 

“Who is he?” asked Ettleson. 

“I don’t know,” replied Rae, “but I’m not taking any chances. He 
may yet be a booker.” 


BROADWAY GUIDE 


(Changes Weekly) 


For show people, as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York will be published weekly in response to repeated requests. 
it may serve the out-of-towner as a time-saver in selection. 
PLAYS ON BROADWAY 


Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed and 
commented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: “Shows in New 
York and Comment.” 

In that department, both in the comment and the actual amount o 
the gross receipts of each show, will be found the necessary information 
as to the most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 


NEW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK 


Capitol—“Love” (Gilbert-Garbo) (second week). 

Paramount—Paul Whiteman, stage feature, and “Night of Mystery.” 
Rialto—“‘Legion of the Condemned” (run). 

Rivoli—“Speedy” (Lloyd) (run). 

Strand—Elinor Glyn’s “Mad Hour.” 

Roxy—“Love Hungry.” 


SPECIAL FEATURES WORTH SEEING 


“Street Angel” “Trail of '98” “Two Lovers” 
“Wings” 


“Four Sons” 


NIGHT LIFE 

The Parody, with the inimitable Clayton, Jackson and Durante as the 
features, is recommended at all times. 

George Olsen at the Club Richman is the sensation of the night clubs. 

Helen Morgan is big at her new Chez Helen Morgan. The Silver 
Slipper has a new girly revue, and Loretta McDermott’s is the latest 
starter. 
ean Bohemian atmosphere, don't miss the Club Barney, in Greenwich 

age. 

The hotels like the Roosevelt (Dave Bernie), Biltmore (Bernie Cum- 
mins) and Pennsylvania (Johnny Johnson) should not be overlooked for 
oe purposes for straight dining and dancing purposes, before or after 

eatre. 

The Little Club has a fast show; Ambassadeurs, former Le Perroquet, 
{s a roomy cafe, with new black-and-tan revue. 

The class spots are the Montmartre and Lido, the latter holding Rosita 
and Ramon as the dance feature. 

The Everglades is doing well with new Earl Lindsay revue: the Fri- 
volity is continuing its usual healthy trade, and the 54th St. Club intro- 
duced new show starring Dan Healy. 

At the Salon Royal, Texas Guinan and Tommy Lyman co-star. 

Up in Harlem the Cotton Club has a whale of a hotsy-totsy brown- 
skin revue. 

Roadhouse season has started with Vincent Lopez established at Wood- 
mansten Inn in Pelham, and Harolt Leonard band at Castillian Royal on 
Pelham Parkway. 

Ringling-Barnum & Bailey Circus now at Madison Square Garden. 


RECOMMENDED SHEET MUSIC 


“Silver-Haired Sweetheart” 
“What Do You Say?” 
“One More Night” 


“Cobble-Stones” 
“Lovely Little Silhouette” 
“1 Still Love You” 


MAN IN SKIRTS 


(Continued from page 1) 


have covered up the matter is a 
theory of those who insist the story 
is no fable. 


Arthur Bryson, colored dancer, 
shot in the leg June 6, last, at the 
Nest Club, Harlem, is not bringing 
his alleged white assaliant to trial 
The white man was in the cafe at 
the time with a white girl. Bryson 
passed their table and found himself 
shot in the foot. 


At the station house it was found 
the woman was a man in disguise. 

The alleged attempt was dated 
Friday afternoon. No report of 
such an errest was on the blotter 
of the West 47th street station, nor 
at the West 30th street station. 

It is insisted the girl was taken 
to a Harlem hospital. This was 
flouted because the institution {s 


Alien Sparrow, manager Loew's 


far uptown and the Bellevue am- | State, Norfolk, has been transferred 
bulances range the Times Square |to the management of Loew’s State, 
district continuously. Houston. Harry Greenman, man- 

That the owner of the shop,|ager Loew's State, St. Louis, has 


i which is one of a large string, might ' been succeeded by Howard Foerster. 
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TIMES SQUARE 


LITTLE SENTIMENT IN 
“EDDIE FOY AUCTION 


Constance Carpenter, English, 
Most Interested Pro—Gross 
in 3 Days About $15,000 


Sale of the furnishings and effects 
removed from the home of the late 
Eddie Foy, at New Rochelle, N. Y., 
and offered at auction at Smith’s 
Knickerbocker Salesroom on 48th 
street last week brought approxi- 
mately $15,000. The safe was by 
order of the comedian’s widow, Mrs. 
Marie Foy, and others interested if 
clearing up the estate. Prices were 
low and the buyers each day of sale 
small, consisting mainly of bar- 
gain hunters and dealers in second- 
hand furniture. None of the seven 
Foys attended the sale, with most 
of them out of town playing vaude- 
ville dates. 

Little sentimental interest was 
shown in the auction by profes- 
sionals who knew Eddie Foy in his 
heydey. Only one actor, Howard 
Sinclair, who gave his address as 
the Lambs’ Club, attended the sale 
and purchased miscellaneous furni- 
ture for $300. He said he had been 
a friend of the late comedian, ap- 


pearing with him in “The Casey 
Girl.” 
Constance Carpenter, English 


girl, playing one of the leads in “A 
Connecticut Yankee,” at the Van- 
derbilt, a few doors away from the 
auction room, attended the last two 
days of the sale and bought about 
$500 worth of furnishings. Miss 
Carpenter was an eager bidder for 
books on various subjects, buying 
most of the volumes, simply be- 
cause they looked as if they would 
fit the shelves of the bookcase she 
had recently installed in her apart- 
ment, she explained. Miss Carpen- 
ter paid $6 for an autographed copy 
of a “Weber and Fields,” by Felix 
Isman. 

Two volumes. of Nellie Revell’s 
“Right Off the Chest” brought $1 
each, while “Fifty Years of The- 
atrical Management,” autographed 
by M. Leavitt, the author, to Eddie 
Foy, was bid in for $2. 

for Tights 


A striped jersey, bathing trunks 
and sweater, worn by the comedian 
in one of his. skits, brought 25c, 
while an Amplico player piano got 
the top price of the sale, $555. 

A mahogany inlaid rocker brought 
$3, while the comedian’s favorite 
fireside chair was knocked down 
for $22. Two high-backed velour- 
covered chairs, said to have been 
used by Foy in “Hamlet of Broad- 
way,” brought $128. <A zither went 
for $5, violin for $6.50 and a banjo 
for $10. 

A photograph of Eddie Foy in 
costume was bid in for $15, while 
one of the comedian and the seven 
young Foy kids was sold for $11. 
Two pinewood canes used by the 
comedian on his strolls brought $1, 
as did also a lot of guns and swords 
used as props. 

The impression around the auc- 
tion room the three days of the 
sale was that Foy’s widow had sold 
the furniture and appointments left 
by the comedian for a flat sum to 
the auctioneer, C. E. Smith. 

The monotony of the proceedings 
was somewhat relieved by Miss Car- 
penter, who dashed into the sales- 


room between scenes of her show 
to shout her bids on various ar- 
ticles, matinees being held every 


day last week at the Vanderbilt. 


Dancers Deny Indecency 

Catherine Ashford, 37, of 
Grand avenue, Jersey City, and Lee 
Miller, 22, of 216 West 56th street, 
both dancers, pleaded not guilty to 
a charge of giving an indecent per- 
formance when arraigned in Special 
Sessions. 

Joseph Morris, vaudeville agent, 
of 216 West 56th street, also de- 
nied his guilt in having produced 
the alleged indecent show given by 
the women. All were continued un- 
der $500 bail each for trial on 
May 4. 

According to Policeman Cornelius 
Walters of the 4th Division, he, 
with other officers, raided a room 
on the third floor of 6 East 23rd 
street, Feb. 15, and found the two 
women dancing in the nude before 
an audience of men. 


225 


Mel Craig and orchestra, featured 
at the Leverich Towers Hotel, 
Brooklyn, are taking up some vaude 
time, starting April 23 at the Melba, 

Brooklyn. 


FOR “MISS UNIVERSE” 


State and Foreign Contests at 


Galveston 


Des Moines, April 17. 

A pageant committee from Gal- 
veston is now in Jowa making ar- 
rangements with theatres, radio 
stations and merchants to co-oper- 
ate in the selection of “Miss lowa.” 

Representatives from every town 
of 5,000 or more inhabitants in this 
state will meet in Des Moines in 
May to select a representative type 
to go to Galveston as “Miss Iowa,” 
where she will compete with win- 
ners of other states and 16 foreign 
countries for the title of “Miss Uni- 
verse” and for $5,000 in prizes. 

This year’s contest at Galveston 
will be the ninth annual national 
and third international contest to 
be staged there. 


C. L. Forester Held on 
Victimizing Charge 


_ General Sessions will decide in the 
case of Charles L. Forester, 52, the- 
atre manager, of 502 West 42nd 


street, arrested by Detectives John 
Green and Pat Flood of the West 
47th street station. Forester was 
charged with grand larceny. In 
West Side Court several complain- 
ants appeared to prosecute the the- 
atre manager. F 


Magistrate Aug. Glatzmayer held 
Forester for the action of the Grand 
Jury. “The defendant told reporters 
that his arrest was a “grave mis- 
take.” ‘He is charged with selling 
an interest, plus stellar roles with 
fat salaries, in the picture “The 
Spirit of ’76.” 

His arrest was brought about by 
Ralph Russo, 3852 10th street, 
Teaneck, N. J. Russo is in the con- 
tracting business. He wanted to be- 
come a movie star. He met Forester, 
he said, who told him he could buy 
shares of the picture, and that he 
would get.a big return on his money. 
He said that Forester also promised 
him a star role in the picture. 

Russo had been pursuing dancing 
lessons, he said, with a cousin. He 
gave up' dancing to become a movie 
star.. He bought costumes for his 
cousin and himself. But no job or 
return on his money was forthcom- 
ing. He complained to the detec- 
tives. 

Carroll Daly, theatrical producer, 
of 206 West 95th street, also told 
Assistant District Attorney Eugeue 
McAuliffe in West Side Court that 
he had also been victimized by 
Forester. He said he gave a large 
sum of money to Forester in the 
hope of getting a 10 per cent re- 
turn on his cash. He was-also to 
get a job. He received nothing and 
complained to Assistant District 
Attorney Alexander Lehman. 

Daly stated to reporters that he 
has passed up several good jobs, 
waiting to hear from Forester. An 
investigation by Flocd and Green 
showed, they said, that Forester was 
unauthorized to seek investors, nor 
did he own any of the picture. The 
picture is owned by Cy Braunstein, 
927 7th avenue. The latter said he 
never authorized 
investors. 


Business and Politics 


Prefer Shows’ P. A.’s 


Vie Shapiro, advertising and pub- 
licity director for United Artists, 
} was approached last week to take 
charge of the Presidential cam- 
of Senator Charles Curtis 
of Kanses, but declined, as he is an 
enrolled ‘Democrat. 

This is in line with a reported 
tendency among business men and 
politicians to look to the ranks of 
the show business press agents for 
their own publicity pilots. 

Shapiro was approached on be- 
half of Curtis by a millionaire in- 
terested in putting the Kansas solon 
in the White House. Shapiro was 
also influenced in his refusal as 
Joseph M. Schenck, head of United 
Artists, is a politician in his own 
right in California, where he is 
vice-chairman of the Republican 
State Committee. 

Curtis, majority leader of the 
Senate and a 100 per cent machine 
politician, is regarded by some as 
occupying a strategic position com- 
|parable to that of Harding in 19290. 
|He has an outside chance for the 
| Republican nomination as a com- 


promise candidate between Hoover, 


j Dawes and Lowden, 


Forester to seek | 


VARIETY 


‘Longest Bar and Darkest 
Ladies’ Room Leading 
Square’s Speakeasies 


A private war among many of 
the speakeasies in the theatrical 
district on the west side has been 
declared, It started when one genial 
bartender-partner got both of his 
lamps blacked and the bridge of 
his nose dented. While he refused 
to make any open charges, he was 
able to declare through the busted 
breather that he wouldn't be “beat 
out.” A few days later he was 
adding full-size fresh shrimps to 
the free lunch, with the invitation 
to all of the boys to stow away as 
many as they could hold. 

On another street a couple of 
partners got into a disagreement 
over one taking miscellaneous vaca- 
tions. Before they wound up the 
joint was dark for a day, but now 
they’re back, out to hotel 
steerers side-tracking the 
trade which used to fall their way 
from the Astor. 

The most successful is the one 
with the longest bar and the dark- 
est ladies’ room. As the result, this 
place is being carefully watched by 
the other step-ins north and south. 
It boasts, in addition to the big- 
gest free lunch on the street, the 
biggest glass of beer with the 
smallest amount of ether. 


50c Grind Now in 
Village—Rent Surer 


The Greenwich Village theatre, 
which closed its doors after its five- 
buck top for a picture and a pres- 
entation had kept the natives 
amused for 10 weeks, is now sched- 
uled to be reopened Friday at a 50c 
top under a grind film policy. 

Melser and Riley in taking it 
over mark their return to the 
amusement field after 10 years. 
They were the first boys to use it 
for skit purposes. 

Running the theatre for them is 
described as a divertissement and a 
ymeans to invest some of the dough 
they have cleaned up at the Green- 
wich Village Inn. 

While Brewster Moss’ nut ran 
around $9,000 a week, with most of 
the $5.50 chairs in the loge vacant 
at the two daily performances, the 
Inn proprietors intend to keep theirs 
within a couple of grand weekly. 
They also figure on promoting their 
restaurant trade in the _ theatre's 
direction. 

With Moss’ one-year lease broken 
and the assurance from Melser and 
Riley that they will make a go of 
the house, Marguerite Barker, own- 
er, whose worries over taxes have 
kept her a village resident, now has 
picked herself a nice airy farm out- 
side of Poughkeepsie. 


Hostess and Man Held 
For Cigaret Lighter Theft 


Charlotte Olezeska, 20, a hostess 
at the Winnipeg Club, and Fred 
Savezel, 22, were held in $2,500 bail 
for the grand jury when arraigned 
before Magistrate Corrigan in West 
Side court on charges of grand lar- 
ceny. Couple were arrested by De- 
tective Charles Kane, police head- 
quarters, on complaint of George 
Jarvis, 16 E. 35th St. Jarvis ac- 
cused the girl of stealing a plati- 
/num cigarette lighter valued at $150. 

According to Jarvis he met the 
girl in the Winnipeg Club. Char- 
lotte saw the lighter and asked to 
look at it. Some time hater Jarvis 
said he made a request for the re- 
turn of the lighter, but was unable 
to get it. He went to police head- 
quarters and ieported the case. De- 
tective Kane went to the club and 
arrested the hostess. Later Kane 
went to her home where he found 
Cavezel in bed. He made a search 
of the man’s clothing and in a vest 


pocket found the lighter. He then 
arrested Cavezel. 
Neither made any statement. 


After Jarvis had testified the couple 
were held for the higher court. 


Adjusts Rubber Check 


Morel Peterson, 41, for years man- 
ager of several Broadway hotels, 
was freed in West Side court when 
arraigned on a charge of issuing a 
worthless check. Peterson was ar- 
rested by Detective George Me- 
Nulty of the Hotel Squad. 

Hugh H. Schramm, manager of 
the Hotel Chatham, charged Peter- 
son with giving a check for 


$260 
drawn on the Colonial Bunk, made 
payable to Schramm and signed by 
Peterson. When Schramm sent the 
check to the bank it came back, 

i The matter has been 
Nulty said. 


adjusted, ja 


Joys and Glooms of Broadway 


By N. T. G. 


We were reading in the “Evening Journal” of the triumphs of Nancy 
Carroll in “Abie's Irish Rose,” and got a big kick out of the faet that 
this litde girl, whom we put on ‘the stage for the first time, is one of 
the screen sensations of the year. 

The phone rang. It was Naney. Peeved, so she was, because she was 
at WHN radio studio and she thought we'd be there to help guide her 
through an interview. ‘Talked over old times, and she said she told the 
radio audience how we discovered her and her sister, Therese, when 
they were amateurs. 

A couple of chorus girls were talking: 

“I know her,” said one, referring to 


a dramatic actress, “she plays 
the name part in “The Unborn Child.” 


Jimmy Johnson's 10's 
The newspapers are constantly kidding Jimmy Johnson as the “Ten 
per cent manager,” for the 10 per cent bits he has in several firhters. 
This week's “Liberty” carries a story about Jimmy, written by one 
Pegler. 


“Yes, and I'm in 10 per cent of the dough he makes on that story,” 
Claims Jimmy. 


A Riverside Drive Marvel 


Friend of ours, broker, is a familiar figure about the night places, 
always surrounded by a flock of girls. We have yet to see him with 
only one. Has a home on Riverside drive where he entertains nightly 
in a lordly manner. Own bar, bartender, cooks, waiters, every comfort, 
Can feed 20 comfortably. Rarely invites a girl up to his place for dinner, 
They come anyway. 

Every night he gets home either finds a couple of chorus girls sitting 
around or phone messages asking for an invitation. Gives every girl 
at least $20 every time she has dinner. Jfakes flocks of them to the- 
atres and out afterwards. Immediately ditches any girl who asks him 
for money and has never been known to “insult” any of them. Took four 
girls to Saratoga last summer and took five to Atlantic City for three 
weeks. Bought all of them complete outfits of clothing, 

P. S—On one end of his bar is a picture of Texas Guinan, on the other 
end is Helen Morgan. In between is Hilda Ferguson, 


Sure Way to Knowledge 

An underworld character, who has free and easy access into every fail 
in this vieinity, is seen nightly around the gay places, and is the bosom 
friend and companion of every Warden, showed us a letter from “Bum” 
Rogers, It was an amazing document. It mentioned repeatedly a couple 
of our friends, well known on Broadway, who have helped “Bum” get a 
break in his living conditions in jail, Rarely have we read a more in- 
telligent, well written letter. The hand writing was Spencerian in its 
exactness, the spelling perfect, vocabulary extensive, and three quota- 
tions from the classics were aptly use. 

“Howcome,” we. asked, “could a man whom we imagine Rogers to be, 
one of our most desperate criminals, write such a letter?” 

“Study,” was the answer. “He’s been in jail for years and all he can 
do is read. We'd all be smart if we could have time to study the way 
‘Bum’ Rogers did.” 


Here’s a letter from inside a jail in Baltimore which we particularly 
recommend to Phil Baker (letter or jail?): 
pear T. 

You will not, course, recognize the name which is signed to this 
letter, I hesitate, naturaily, to sign the name by which I am known in 
the profession. I am writing to ask you if you could, through your 
wide circle of friends in the profession, find someone who might have 
a piano accordion for which they have no further use and which I 
might be able to repair and use, 

I am a prisoner in the Maryland Penitentiary and unable to buy 
myself an instrument. It was, of course, my own fault that I 
traveled with some questionable companions, getting into trouble 
through which I lost my accordion, together with must of my other 
belongings. 

But now I wish to rehabilitate myself and go straight after my 
release. I hope to return, if possible, to the vaudeville stage, I 
have all the time in the world at my disposal in which to practice 
on any kind of instrument and if you can see your way clear to help 
me to get one and eventually, I hope, becoming a credit to the pro« 
fession, I am sure you will have no occasion to regret that help. 

Vincent A. McNamara, 


Hollywood Buzz 


Taking up Roller Skating 
Latest craze among picture people is roller skating. 
auditorium has been turned into a rink. With the film players in at- 
tendance, they serve as the usual magnet for the Jay public. Women’s 
shops and haberdashers are trying to cash in on the craze by display- 
ing special skating outfits in their windows, 


Taking Plenty of Air 
Flying as a sport becomes increasingly popular out here. 
passenger planes make the trip to San Diego and many of the 
headed for Tia Juana make better time by going that way. 
Air tours of the region devastated by the recent flood have been ine 
stituted by enterprising airmen, John Gilbert and Greta Garbo 
being among those who have taken the trip. 


The Ambassador 


Special 
parties 


some 


Like a Xmas Tree—But Out 

A good deal of attention has been attracted by a dashing looking gent 
of the sheik type—sideburns, little blach moustach et al, who drives 
around the main thoroughfares all alone in a big cream colored touring 
ear. It has as many colored lights as a Christmas tree. He winds in 
and out of Hollywood boulevard, slowing down to a crawl whenever he 
sees 3, likely fermme, but for some reasun they all shun him like poison, 

This has been going on for days, but nobody seems to be abie te- 
figure it out. 

Studio Wife’s Idea 

Wife of a studio executive on one of the big jots, also related to 
owners of the company, has hit on a way of keeping her face before 
her New York friends without sending them photos, She has arranged 
with the casting director to let her work as an extra a day or two in 
a succession of pictures. Then she writes her friends what the film is 
and where it will be shown and they get big kick out of seeing her on the 

It's fun for the gir}, drums up w# little extra trade for the pictures 00, 
the friends not ordinarily being a part of the picture public. 


Scrip Girl’s Limousine 

Tiffany-Stahl, eccmes to work mornings m 
Packard limousine. driven by a liveried chauffeur, She is the wife of 
wants to learn pictures from the ground pp. 
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BURLESQUE 


San Francisco, Los Angeles and 


“News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


London. Variety takes no credit 


NEW YORK 


Alla Nazimova will become a 
member of Eva Le Gallienne’s Civic 
Repertory group next season, 


Peggy Joyce got herself men- 
tioned again as a playmate of John 
and Herbert Locke, indicted on 
fraud charges connected with cop- 
per stock sales. When they were 
going good they spread a lot of 
coin around Broadway, much of it 
on Peggy. 


Attorney for Alex Carr in oppos- 
ing Carr's wife’s demand for ali- 
mony pending divorce trial, said the 
marital troubles of the couple were 
due to the influence of a woman, a 
former actress, Who was Mrs. Carr’s 
constant companion and attended 
her on drinking parties. Mrs. Carr 
was formerly Helen Cressman, 
member of the “Follies.” 


First day’s sales at auction of 
the effects of Eddie Foy'’s New Ro- 
chelle home, sold by direction of 
the comedian's fourth wife, real- 
ized $6,400. 


Conde Nast, publisher, acquired a 
controlling interest in Grand Cen- 
tral Palace and adjuining property, 
value estimated at nearly $10,000,- 
000. It now is proposed to make 
the building the home of large in- 
dustrial exhibitions on a permanent 
basis, with the upper floors of the 
place used as sales offices. The 
three lower floors will continue to 
house the annual Automobile and 
other shows, 


The Division of Motion Pictures 
of the New York Department of 
Education issued a license for the 
exhibition of ¢he Edith Cavell pic- 
turqa despite protests by German 
societies as well as those of James 
W. Gerard, former ambassador to 
Germany. Mr. Gerard said he would 
seek an injunction to prevent the 
exhibition. Anne Morgan, Mrs. W. 
K. Vanderbilt, Mrs. S. M. Perkins 
and other prominent women urged 
that the picture be released on the 
ground it is a powerful sermon 
against war. 


Supreme Court Justice Glennon 
ruled that Beryl Halley’s $75,000 
suit against a beauty specialist for 
alleged unauthorized use of her 
photograph be sent to trial. Posing 
show girl charges she suffered great 
anguish because the photo repre- 
sented her as having a double chin. 


Murray Phillips testified in his 
suit against Eleanor Boardman 
that he obtained her a contract 


with Metro-Goldwyn Pictures under 
which she earned $46,905, of which 
she promised to pay him commis- 
sion of 10 per cent. Actress makes 
general denial, 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Black, 21, dancehall 
entertainer, Was 


Mrs. Ruby 
girl and cabaret 
strangled and beaten to death by 
her common law husband, Bedie 
Hearnsberger, 30, former sailor, at 
their Oakland home. Hearnsberger 
tried to kill himself, but will prob- 
ably recover. He confessed, police 


say. 
Mrs, Faye Lavagnino, of Holly- 
wood, claiming to be a former 


screen actress and part owner of a 
sex film, in which she is alleged to 
have played a part, was rescued by 
Oakland police from a hotel. This 
followed a drinking orgy in which 
she asserts she was lured and held 
prisoner several days by strange 
men. 

Several weeks ago Mrs. Lavag- 
nino went to a Contra Costa county 
resort and is said to have slashed 
her wrists while despondent. She 
returned there two weeks ago and 
accompanied by several “doctors” 
went to the Oakland hotel where 
a drinking bout started. Police ar- 
rested William Pragman, night 
clerk of the hotel, and Carl Gustaf- 
son. Both were fined $100 for pos- 
session of liquor, but were not held 
on the woman’s complaint she was 
detained against her will. 

Tamara Lawass, Russian dancer 

~and formerly of the Imperial Ballet 
in Leningrad, was awarded tempo- 
rary alimony of $45 monthly pend- 
ing her suit for divorce against 
Peter, her dancing partner-husband. 
She charges failure to support, 


Monte Blue crashed the front 
page of the local dailies when on 
returning here with his company 
from a four months stay in the 
South Seas he told reporters a 
screen shipwreck which they were 
filming turned into a near tragedy. 
Returning with Blue were Raquel 
Torres, Renee Bush, Director W. E. 
Vandyke and Robert Anderson 


Wine bricks are not a violation of 
the prohibition law, was the ruling 
of Federal Judge St. Sure in dis- 


missing charges against Kar] Offer 
and Frank Dalezel, charged with 
making compressed Srape_ bricks 
and selling for heverage purposes. 


Mary Pickford will be the guar- 
dian of her niece and namesake. 
Mary Pickford Smith, 12-year-old 
daughter of Lottie Pickford by her 
first husband. The child was left 
$200,000 by her grandmother, the 
late Mrs. Charlotte (Smith) Pick- 
ford, with the provision that Mary 
be her guardian. The screen star 
has already taken steps to legalize 
the proceedure. 


Dispatch from Mexico City says 
that a closer contact between the 
theatre and all branches of Mexi- 
can public schools is being urged 
through the Secretariat of Public 
Education. It is said this move- 
ment will benefit general education 
in Mexico and also serve to raise 
the standard of the theatre in that 
republic, 


Hope Hampton, accompanied by 
her husband, Jules Brulatour, are 
visiting the studios in Hollywood. 
They are leaving shortly for Paris. 

Police raided the first baseball 
gambling pool of the season in this 
city and confisciated about 50,000 
tickets. Cdpital prize of the week- 
ly pool, it was discovered, was $2,- 


000 in cash with daily prizes rang- 
ing from $100 to $1,000. Tickets 
sold at ‘$1 a copy, police said. 


George Morris, asserted operator of 
the scheme, was arrested. 

Mary McLaren, who ‘left the 
screen three years ago to go to In- 
dia, where she married an Fnglish 
army officer, is back in Hollywood 
and intends to return to pictures. 
Miss McLaren, sister of Katherine 
McDonald, former screen star, de- 
clares she has separated from her 
husband and there is a likelihood 
of divorce. 


Tom Mix has deeded $100,000 
worth of property to his wife, Mrs. 
Victoria Forde Mix. This was dis- 
covered at the county recorder'’s of- 
fice. The transfer was made Jan. 13 
last and conveys to Mrs. Mix -s her 
separate property their large Bey- 
erly Hills home and their former 
home on Carleton Way in Holly- 
wood. 


Jean Gilbert, picture actress, was 
never more embarra. d than when 
picked up by a detective in a down- 
town department store over a check 
misunderstanding. /iso, she says, 
never before has she been so man- 
handled and mistreated as on that 
particular occasion, not even in 
movie sequences. Therefore Miss 
Gilbert has filed suit in Superior 
Court for $71,675 for alleged false 
arrest, insults, rough treatment, 
clothing and personal injuries. The 
department store and a number of 
others are the defendants. 


Charlotte Collins, 21, entertainer at 
the Cliff Dwellers cafe, has filed suit 
for $50,000 damages avainst the Cal- 
i*ornia Cab Co. for injuries she sus- 
tained in a collision. The girl's com- 
plaint declares she will be unable to 
work for several months. 


Allesandro Gabellieri, artist, filed 
suit in municipal court for $950 
over a memorial to the late Ru- 
dolph Valentino. Action is against 
George Ullman, executor of Valen- 
tino estate: Alberto Guglielmi, 
brother of the dead screen star: 
Maria Guglielmi Strada and Eu- 
genia Strada, all relatives. The ar- 
tist asserts he had a verbal agree- 
ment assuring him of $600 for 
sketches and work in supervising a 

(Continued on page 63) 


BROADWAY 
(Continued from page 37) 
ably one of the 
tooth, 

bill. 
It was in No. $ that the entertain- 
ment started. The Colleanos, three 
girls and three men acrobats were 
a riot. Ground tumblers don’t come 
any more expert and sen tional 
than Maurice Colleano, the lad who 
turns off a double from the mat just 
like that and then smilingly clowns. 
That was the feature of the turn, 
although to anybody who admires 
athletic skill, some of the same 
young man's routines of delirious 
mat work will be a wonder and a 
delight. The girl's double from the 
springboard into a padded chair is 
another striking feat in appearance, 
showy and a thrill. So was 
Mauice’s turn-and-half from the 
board into a shoulder balance on 


‘ boys has-a gold 
Still No. 2 in a Broadway 


the feet of the pedal juggler, work- 
ing from a risley mat rigged over 
the middle of the 
whale of an 

Joe 
blue-nose reformer 
into knots. 


springboard. A 
acrobatie display, 

3rowning'’s hoke patter as a 
had them bent 
He did 16 minutes. He 


has one of those endless topical 
songs, each verse and chorus hold- 
ing a gag. 

For once  Keith-Albee bill 
wasn't made up entirely of mixed 
talking teams. The first of two in 
the show were Wheeler and Sands 
(New Acts). 

Eva Clark still has Dan Caslar 
at the ivovies, but they have tied 
up with the Croonaders, quartet of 
singing musicians. The combination 
makes a first-rate number with 
musical quality, appearance, sauve 
parlor comedy and plenty of class 
entertainment. Miss Clark always 
could handle numbers with  per- 
sonality appeal. She has grown at- 
tractively plump and her jaunty 
bearing and artless way of singing 
licht opera standards is a charming 
performance. She’s specialty 
trouper selling songs and never 
suggests the heavy prima donna- 
ing thing. 

Brown and Whittaker were next 
to closing for the big laugh returns. 
Russ Brown as a fast kidder is run- 
ner up to Joe Cook on his style of 
work. Here's a clown who can be 
funny without assistance from 
grotesque get-up or knockabout. 
They have canned the travesty re- 
hearsal, filling in 16 minutes with 
quip, crossfire and wise crack that 
never lags. Opening is Brown’s in- 
troduction of Miss Whittaker as 
Sadie Glutz of Hoboken, the only 
woman who can keep silent for five 
minutes. trown built on the ab- 
surd name of “Glutz” for laughs and 
when the intro is over goes in for 
fast talk, including reference to 
partner Uncle Angus, “the big hook 
and eye” man (who goes from 
speakeasy to speakeay asking “who 
can I drink on”’?) Finish is a bit of 
song with more side play of clown- 
ing. Miss Whittaker is a perfect 
feeder for this style, building up 
on the dumbbell pose for just the 
right tone and never overdoing, 

Grace Adelphi and Co. (formerly 
Three Adelphis) have done much to 
smooth out their dance routine. 
Girl does some excellent toe work 
and now sings only one number, late 
in the act. Nicely dressed and ma- 
terial laid out nicely for variety, 
with fast succession of solo and 
team dancing, costume changes and 
song and piano bits to fill in pauses. 

Rush. 


AMERICAN ROOF 


(Vaudfilm) 


Good house on the roof Monday 
night. Also a good routine bill for 
the price but could have been better. 

Usual eight acts. Usual is right. 
Nothing unusual, But Irene and 
Mazie from Aver.ue 10 with the boy 
friends ate it up and stuck for the 
picture, “The Last Command.” 
They'll all give you an argument 
that they were well set for the coin, 
and that counts over there. 

Harry Hines, next to shut, walked 
away. Harry knew his roof tactics, 
got a gauge on what they wanted 
and played down to them from then 
on, getting as burlescy as the law 
allows, making his nance bits count 
for yells and leaving them yelling. 

Nelson’s Catland opened and 
scored mainly through the boxing 
bout of two felines, the knockout of 
the act. 

Perry and Covan, colored mixed 
duo, flanked by another mixed team, 
also colored, were adequate deucers 
with fast stepping. 

Forsythe and Kelly, two men with 
one doing comedy, tnanaged nicely, 
with a mixture of comfsolery. 

‘Rah! Rah! Tommy,” six-people 
turn, mostly girls, proved nothing 
more than the stereotyped dance 
flash with a collegiate background 
and a fem comic. Her spearing at 
comedy was pathetic most of the 
time. Even the supposed grotesque 
make-up didn’t get them, yet the 
dancing clicked. 

Billy Casey, accompanied by a 
chap at the piano, offered the con- 
ventional song cycle and clicked 
heavy on the personality angle. 
Casey’s showmanship, if nothing 
else, can get him over anywhere. 

Leon Leonard and Co. came next 
and did so-so with a conventional 
skit that incorporates ingredients of 
at least a half dozen others, Leon- 
ard has the fat stuff, with the sup- 
porting girl and two men having 
little to do. Managed well with the 
roofers but may find it tougher else- 
where. 

Hines, next, stopped the show and 
was the real wake ’em up kid of the 
evening. Harry has nothing re- 
markable in songs and chatter but 
seems to have what small time audi- 
ences crave. He ambled in legit- 
imate until he got the tempo of the 
mob, cracked a few blue ones and 
when response justified kept feeding 
them that stuff at the slightest 
provocation. Harry did his best and 
was well rewarded. 

Kiku and Yoshi, mixed Jap double, 
closed with an entertaining potpouri 
of juggling and other stunts. 

“The uast Command” 
amount) screen feature, 


(Par- 
Edba, 


Billy Exton If 
Detroit, April 17. 

Billy Exton, manager of the 
Broadway Strand, who went to New 
York last week on business, took 
ill while there and is confined at 
the Forrest Hotel, that city. 

Exton was to have returned to 


Detroit Saturday, 


Burlesque Routes 


Week of April 16 and 23 

Rare Facts—Haymarket, Chicago; 
23, Empress, Chicago. 

Band Box Revue—lL. O.; 23, Acad- 
emy, Pittsburgh. 

sathing Beauties—Gayety, Kansas 
City; 23, Gayety, Omaha. 

3e Happy—Empress, Cincinnati; 
33, 

Bowery  Burlesquers — Empress, 
Chicago; 23, Orpheum, Grand Rap- 
ids. 

Bright Eyes—Gayety, Milwaukee; 
23, Haymarket, Chicago. 

Broadway Scandals—L. O.; 23, 
Hudson, Union City. 

Carrie Finnell—Mutual, Indianap- 
olis; 23, Garrick, St. Louis. 

Dimpled Darlings-—Garrick, St. 
Louis; 23, Gayety, Kansas City. 

Dixon's Big Revue—Garrick, Des 
Moines; 23, Gayety, Minneapolis. 

Follies of Pleasure—Howard, Bos- 
ton; 23, Empire, Providence. 

French Models—Gayety, Minneap- 
olis; 23, Gayety, Milwaukee. 

Frivolities of 1928—Gayety, Omaha; 
23, Garrick, Des Moines. 

Ginger Girls—Gayety, 
23, Orpheum, Paterson. 

Girls from Happyland—Orpheum, 
Grand Rapids; 23, Cadillac, Detroit. 

Girls from the Follies—Columbia, 
Cleveland; 23, Lyceum, Canton. 

Girls of the U. S. A.—Grand, 
Akron; 23, Gayety, Buffalo. 

Hapny Hours—Lyric, Newark; 238, 
Gayety, Scranton. 

Hello Paree—Star, Brooklyn; 23, 
Gayety, Brooklyn. 

High Flyers—16-18, Majestic, Al- 
bany; 19-21, Colonial, Utica; 23, 
Gayety, Montreal, 

Hollywood Scandals — Lyceum, 
Canton; 23, Grand, Akron. 

Jazztime Revue—Trocadero, Phil- 
adelphia; 23, L. O. 

Laffin’ Thru—HEmpire, Providence; 
23, Howard, Boston. 

Land of Joy—Columbia, N. Y. C.; 
23, L. O. 

Merry Whirl—lLyric, Dayton; 23, 
Empress, Cincinnati. i 

Moonlight Maids—Hudson, Union 
City: 23, & 125th N. ¥. C. 

Naughty Nifties—Gayety, Mon- 
treal; 23, Gayety, Boston. 

Night Hawks—Gayety, Brooklyn; 
23, Columbia, N. Y. C. 

Nite Life in Paris—Gayety, Balti- 
more; 23, Gayety, Washington. 

Parisian Flappers—16-17, Geneva; 
18-19, Oswego; 20-21, Schenectady; 
23-25, Majestic, Albany; 26-28, Co- 
lonial, Utica. 

Pretty Babies—L. O.; 23, Mutual, 
Indianapolis. 

Puss Puss—L. O.; 23-24, Geneva; 
25-26, Oswego; 27-28, Schenectady. 
. Record Breakers—Cadillac, De- 
troit; 23, Empire, Toledo. 

Red Hots—Orpheum, Paterson; 23, 
Empire, Brooklyn. 

Saratoga Chips—Empire, Rrook- 
lyn; 23, Trocadero, Philadelphia. 


Scranton; 


Social Maids—H & S 125th St., 
N. Y. C.; 23, Gayety, Brooklyn. 
Speed Girls—Academy, Pitts- 


burgh; 23, Lyric, Dayton. 
Sporty Widows—Gayety, Boston; 
23, Star, Brooklyn. 


Stolen Sweets—Empire, Toledo; 
23, Columbia, Cleveland. 

Sugar Babies—Gayety, Buffalo; 
23, O. 


Sweet Sweeties—Gayety, Wilkes- 
Barre; 28, Lyric, Newark. 

Tempters—Gayety, Washington; 
23, i.. 


Olympic’s End April 28 


Olympic, New York, formerly 
Tony FPastor’s, will pass out both 
as a stock burlesque stand and the- 
atre April 28. 

The historic house adjoining 
Tammany Hall was sold some 
months ago and is part of the lat- 
ter which is to be razed as a site 
for the New York Gas and Electric 
Company. 


4 Mutuals Coming Off 


Four more closings prematurely 
to end of regular season on the Mu- 
tual Circuit. 

“Sweet Sweeties” 
Fennell Show” called 
last week. 

Jake Potar’s “Land of Joy” folds 
after the current week at the Co- 
lumbia, New York, with Kitty Madi- 
son’s “Jazztime Revue” also closing 
Saturday at the Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia, 


Columbia, N. Y., Indef 


Nothing is set for the Columbia, 
New York, for the summer ag yet. 
A stock burlesque policy with week- 
ly changes is being considered, 

Meanwhile Columbia - Mutual 
shows are being booked on a week 
to week basis with most of the dates 
set until June. 


Bijou, Philly, Stock 

Stock burlesque went in this week 
as a summer policy for the Bijou, 
Philadelphia, with Billy Vail in- 
stalling company, 

Roster includes Joe Moss, Sammy 
Evans, Frank Murphy, Rose Griffin, 
Jimmie Marsh. Ruth Bradley, Gla- 
dys Dale, Eleanor Gilchrist, Jessie 


and “Carrie 
it a season 


Ranold and Sue McLean, 


Fedaaza Gels 3 Mec. 
For Indecent Performance 


Antonio Fedanza, 43, of 171 East 
1llth street, owner of the new 126th 
street burlesque theatre, was sen« 
tenced to three months in the worke 
house by justices in Special Ses- 


| sions after Leing convicted of giving 


an indecent performance at his the- 
atre eb. 16. Ray Martelli, 21, was 
also convicted of giving an indecent 
dance, and was fined $100, which she 
paid. 

Charge was made by policeman of 
the Sixth Division. Fedanza was 
specifically accused of allowing the 
girl to give an indecent performance, 


Broadway Scandals 


Second Lefty LeVine 
Straight...... Frank 0’ Rourke 
Juvenile....... Walter (‘‘Pep’’) Smith 
Prima DONNA... Jyes LaRue 
Soubret...... Rebe Almond 


Soubret.... 


Moubret.. 


.. Zella Stevens 


Ed E. Daly operates this group 
which has lately been reorganized in 
its personnel as well as in its ma- 
terial. As it stands it is well among 
the leaders of the Mutual units, a 
statement that is pretty moderate 
praise when you consider the aver- 
age quality of the Wheel outfits. At 
any rate the Daly company has 
three good women principals, one 
first rate comic and several new and 
bright numbers. 

Principal of these elements is the 
presence of an effegtive funmaker, 
The way burlesque has been run- 
ning this last few months, anybody 
who can promote real laughs from 
a Wheel audience stands out like 
the Montauk light. And how the 
Columbia regulars responded to a 
real excuse to haw-haw! Fields’ 
eafe bit toward the end of the show 
was one continuous riot. 

This was real burlesque humor, & 
bit messy as to table manners, but 
with the saving grace of honest fun 
and wheel mobs are not fastidious, 
The point here is that spilled food 
is only an incidental of the comedy 
technique and not the comedy itself. 
Kields is a genuinely’ effective 
burlesque comic, making his points 
easily and legitimately. Matter of 
fact he doesn’t need noise and un- 
tidy business, because he is funny 
in pantomime and talk. He works 
in tramp character and gets very 
little assistance from Lefty LeVine, 
doing a mechanical Hebe. 

The comedy is laid out in reyue 
blackouts rather than the old-fash- 
ined “bit” scheme, and some of the 
little sketches are highly effective 
besides being occasionally new in 
substance and style. At the Colum- 
bia those with a high flavoring of 
spice were received best, one or two 
that held considerable smut being 
small riots. 

The principal women are fairly 
moderate on their display and there 
are no emphatic wriggles, but what 
they lack in “spice’’ they make up 
in sprightly performance, Bebe Al- 
mond presided on the Columbia run- 
Way about a month ago, and here is 
assigned as the dancing mainstay of 
the troup. She's an active little 
woman, a nice looker and clean-cut 
worker both in her stepping and in 
her handling of numbers. First 
class legitimate worker in building 
up the comedian’s bits as well and 
an all around asset. 

Undress display is in the hands of 
Patricia Burns, voluptuous blonde, 
who has the right architectural lines 
for that assignment and lets it go at 
that. Pleasant voice and good looks 
clothed or otherwise and good as & 
posing singer. Jyes LaRue has a 
world of class in appearance and q 
capital mezzo voice, agreeable knack 
of handling lines and business, and 
fits perfectly into this altogether 
satisfactory trio of women. 

Frank O'Rourke does straight in 
acceptable manner and a youngster 
with nice, vigorous style is Walter 
Smith. Both handle numbers agree- 
ably and round out one of the best 
average casts the new burlesque 
producing technique has developed 
since the merger. 

Show’s equipment is old for the 
most part, although something hag 
been done to freshen it up. Notable 
in this respect is the opening num- 
ber of the second part, an Indian bit 
picturesquely staged and newly cos- 
tumed. A pretentious item this in a 
production way and with the excel- 
lent voices of Miss LaRue and 
O’Rourke it was a heavy applause 
getter, demonstrating that the Wheel 
audiences, having been fed up on 
grind wriggles as the sole basis for 
ensembles, still appreciates a good 
bit of stage flash. 

Isabelle Van, back on the runway 
as a permanency, led three numbers 
and was well rewarded. Business 
much improved over recent weeks, 
with Thursday night crowd within 
20 per cent. of capacity downstairs, 
That ought to mean something, for 
during the past month when attrac- 
tions have heen uniformly below 
par, trade has been slipping badly, 

Rush. 


Walter League and Don Charno, 
respectively manager and m. ec. of 
the Florida theatre, St. Petersburg, 
have switched to the Olympia, New 
Bedford, Mass. 
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= Among the Women 


Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


WOMEN’S PA 


GE 


By the Skirt 


The Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
SYLVIA CLARK 
(Palace Theatre) 


The Palace show Monday afternoon was saved by Clayton, Jackson 
and Durante, Sylvia Clark, and Medley and Duprey. The acts on be- 
fore, in between, or to follow didn't matter. 

Gertie Falls with Archie opened on a rope in a lavender costume worn 
with a ruche and a headgear of the same fluffy meline, Miss Falls 
ehanged twice but in costumes of little consequence. 

Mildred Davis at the piano (with Wade Booth) wore a grey satin 
box coat and skirt. Caprice A’ Pied, a girl and boy act, was so bad it 
was wondered how it got into the Palace. One high kicking boy 
seemed to have merit. The singer had possibly a bad cold, otherwise 
he is singing songs beyond his talent. There were four girls who did 
toe work and one adagio dancer. The clothes showed considerable wear. 

The Alice Brady sketch barely missed getting the razz. The curtain 
éame down on the “Romeo and Juliet” scene none too soon. As Juliet, 
Miss Brady wore the familiar white robe. In her dressing room she 
had on a russet colored kimono trimmed with a band of bronze and 
lined in blue velvet. Her party frock was of the shade known as burnt 
orange. It was chiffon made almost to the ankles and with many godets 
at the 

Miss Clark wore a lovely little frock of pink taffeta. Buffante skirt 
was in three tiers scalloped at the hem. It’s plain bodice had a neck 
line of silver and flowers of the same decorated the skirt. The slippers 
were silver. 


Menjou’s Mystery Mistake 


The mystery of “The Night of Mystery,” current at the Paramount, 
is how Adolphe Menjou ever consented to appear in it. Some picture 
actors come to Broadway for the showing of a picture. Some go as far 
as possible away. That is what Mr. Menjou did when he sailed for 
France. The star is a soldier of France and appears in uniform with a 
fascinating cape. 

Evelyn Brent is a total loss in a nondescript role. She wears a few 
nice changes of costumes. An vevening gown of a metallic material was 
heavily trimmed with iridescent beads. Her black negligee with little 
under dressing was in a scene that fell flat. A satin three-piece suit 
with the coat cut quite short had fox trimming. Also a black velvet 
outfit sumptuously trimmed with sable. Her two close-fitting turbans 
were vastly becoming. 

Nora Lane wore one evening dress that was lovely. Miss Lane is 
another Miss foolishly letting her hair grow. The hair showing from 
the back of a hat made an unbecoming line. 


Acknowledgment to Georgia O’Ramey 

Georgia O’'Ramey, beloved by many, died on what was to have been 
the opening day in Hartford of the Shubert farce calle 1 “A Lady For a 
Night.” Monday night at the 49th St. theatre Esther Howard had the 
extremely difficult task of playing her role, which she handled very 
nicely. Miss Howard wore a smart leopard coat with red fox cuffs and 
a most becoming red sport hat in the first act. ater she showed a 
chocolate brown two-piece trimmed in white and a filmy red chiffon 
evening frock. 

Dorothy Hall, an exquisite blonde, gave the most poised performance 
as the young wife. She had a sweet sport frock of the jumper variety 
in fawn trimmed with darker brown and a ravishing lemon color chiffon 
with trailing pieces. A black velvet evening wrap entirely lined with 
white ermine was a distinct flash. This girl rates as a sure comer with 
talent and beauty to back it up. 

Helen Lowell affected mannish attire in the first act but later branched 
out to a soft black lace. The other two women of the cast, Betty 
Lawrence and Mabel Montgomery, were appropriately garbed. 

The program carries a note to the effect that the management was 
grateful to Miss O’Ramey for many valuabie suggestions, a gracious 
gesture and a delicate one. 


“Mad Hours” as a Mixture 


Elinor Glyn's “Mad Hour” film at the Strand has touches of three 
plays successful on Broadway a season or so ago. Ltitle bits of “The 
Last of Mrs. Cheney,” “Within the Law” and “The Green Hat” are 
recognized. Nevertheless the film doesn't suffer in consequence. It Is 
good film stuff, 

Sally O'Neil gives a sincere performance as a young flapper. AS 
Cuddles of the lower classes her idea of luxury is an ermine coat and 
she blossoms right out in broad daylight in a coat of this fur with fox 
trimming. This miss is so tiny and with the short skirts of today her 
clothes look fit for a doll. A black velvet evening wrap had a silver 
collar. The dress underneath was velvet with the silver also used for 
a trimming. A two tiered erystal fringe dress had a belt of brilliants. 
There was the usual moving picture wedding scene, needless to say 
beautiful. 


Ritzy 


married to Samuel S. Sands, who 


An item appeared on the front 


page of Variety stating that when/ also ‘met a tragic death. By that 
the Gavrilov Ballet opened at the] union there were two Sands sons, 


who died in accidents. 

Finally the widow of two million- 
aires married a third, becoming 
the second wife of W. K. Vander- 
bilt. The widow became associated 
with the successful development of 
Sutton Place, overlooking the East 
River, the movement originating 
with her friends Anne Morgan, 
Elisabeth Marbury (the play agent) 


Gallo theatre, New York, on April 
9, Lady Dukes, “granddaughter of 
the late W. K. Vanderbilt,” would 
be one of the dancers, adding that 
Lady Dukes is the wife of Sir Paul 
Dukes, who has supplied some of the 
ballet music, 

To be more precise, Lady Dukes 
is a daughter of Mrs. W. K. Vander- 
bilt, and was a stepdaughter of the 


late Mr. Vanderbilt. She was Mar-|and Elsie de Wolfe, actress-dec- 
garet Rutherford, sister of Bar-j| orator, who, when well over 60, 
bara Rutherford, who first divorced | married a British diplomat, Sir 
Cyril Hatch, society miniature | Charles Mendl, 
ainter, and then divorced Winfield ———— 
Nicholls, disciple of “Oom_ the Miss Cornell’s New Play 
Omnipotent,” leader of a colony in KXKatharine Cornell, after her pres- 
Nyack. Margaret Rutherford was!/ent season in “The Letter,” man- 
also a member of that exotie cult aged by Messmore Kendall, returns 
Margaret first Ogden A. H. Woods, for whom she did | 
Livingston Mills, millionaire poli- “The Green Hat.”  director- 
tician, and then married Dukes, who , husband, Guthrie MeClintic, will ap- 
had heen a secret agent of Great pear with her, the play, as yet 
Britain during the war. The father! unnamed, to he tri ont in Los 
of these girls was the JIate Lewis} Angeles in June. 
Morris Rutherford, killed in an ac- | Years ago MqUet ned Mis 
cident. Their mother, originally | Cornell acted together in Jessi 
Anne Harriman, had viously becn L telle’s stock in Duitulo. He w 


icuest Brinton Bush, of another fash- 


Cavalier Ushers 


Those swanky ushers !n the 
Broadway picture houses have 
replaced the box office repeat 
chorus girls of the old days. 
The boys are developing “per- 
sonality followings” among the 
skittish ladies. They’ve been 
instructed in the cavalier gag 
and they work it, leading the 
damsels by the hand and not 
cracking. The giris gjecle 
and make for the same usher 
week after week. 

The boys haven’t yet be- 
come box office conscious, but 
one of the Paramount beauties 
reports that a confrere could 
pull two hundred flaps a week 
if he moved on to another 
theatre, 


on the stage for some years, and 
appeared with Grace George, but for 
several seasons past has devoted 
himself to stage management, fol- 
lowing his long association with 
Winthrop Ames, 

Meeting with success 
first 


with his 
independent managerial yven- 
ture, “The Dover Road,” he has 
since had hits and misses about 
evenly divided. Recently he staged 
“The Trial of Mary Dugan” in Lon- 
don for Woods. 

Miss Cornell is a daughter of Peter 
(“Doe”) Cornell, formerly manager 
of a theatre in Buffalo. In 1916 
she acted in New York with the 
Washington Square Players’ in 
“Bushido.” In 1919 she was in 
William A. Brady’s production, “The 
Man Who Came Back,” and gained 
favorable notice in 1921 with Fran- 
cine Larrimore in “Nice People,” 
which play also afforded an oppor- 
tunity to Tallulah Bankhead. Oddly 
enough, Miss Bankhead lately 
starred in “The Green Hat” in Lon- 
don, while Miss Cornell starred in 
it in New York The McClintics 
live in Beekman Place, overlooking 
the Fast River, 


Estelle Winwood’s Husband 

The marriage of Estelle Winwood 
and Francis B. Bradley has created 
considerable comment, she being so 
well known on the stage, and he so 
prominent in society. She recently 
relinquished her role in “The 
“uries.” Miss Winwood has been 
a featured actress since her Amer- 
ican debut in 1916, when she came 
from London to appear in “Hush.” 
Produced by Winthrop Ames, that 
manager was assisted in direction 


swathe, 


by Guthrie McClintic. McClintic 
and Miss Winwood were reported 
engaged. 

Miss Winwood’s first husband was 
Arthur Chesney, an Englishman. 
She first acted {n Manchester with 
the late Sir John Hare in 1898, 
making her London debut a year 
later, and 20 years ago was well 
established in England. 

Francis B. Bradley” graduated 
from Harvard in 1919, and is a 
member of the Harvard and Tuxedo 
clubs and the Sons of the Revolu- 
tion. A son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Bradley, wealthy pillars of conserv- 
he was divorced by Geraldine 
Fitzgerald Adee, heiress grand- 
daughter of General Louis Fitz- 
gerald. The first wife is now prom- 
inent in the smart set as Mrs. Adee 
Bradley. The bridegroom is in the 
shipping business, and the couple, 
for business reasons, will probably 
pass part of each year in New Zea- 
land, she giving up the stage. 


atism 


Vivienne Osborne’s Marriage 

There always has been some sort 
of a mystery about the marriage of 
Vivienne Osborne, the beautiful and 
talented actress, and Francis 
Worthington Hine, the fashionable 
man-about-town. Hine, son of the 
late Francis L. Hine, is a brother of 
Lyman Northrop Hine, and a half- 
brother of Ethelbert I. Low, their 
mother having married twice. He 
was divorced by Gertrude Jennings, 
who is now known as Mrs. Jen- 
nines Hine, He has been occupying 
a charming villa a couple of miles 
outside of Paris, and has had as a 


|} was topped 
tiny 


lonahle New York family. 
Fush was associated years ago 
with the World Film Co., with stu- 


| collar 


'dios at Fort Lee, N. J., the stars 
!including such forgotten personages | 
‘as Frank Mayo, June. Eilvidge, 
Dorothy Green and Muriel Ostriche, 
as well as the still popular Jcnnnie 
Hines, 
\when Hine first arrived in Paris 
] imer, he stopped at the Cali 
trate), as did also Dorothy 
Steoltee the movie actress, and they 
were often seen together At one 
tinje Miss Stokes was the most in 
end of Cor 
a to the i 


fless taffeta f: 
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first, danced in orchid satin, green 
lined, and later in Colonial costumes 
of red and white, all becoming, with 
tight curls showing under cute hats, 

The Perezearo Sisters Revue is 
again announced as its first Amer- 
ican appearance, and, of course, it 
could be to most of the audience. 
Surely if speed and color are what 
the publie want, the sisters supply 
it, though they still lose some of 
their public by delaying their jazz 
numbers for the encore. Everybody 
knows Mexico's climate, and the 
sisters evidently came from the 
most southern part, and New York's 
spring freezes haven't cooled them 
any. Only change made is a per- 
manent one in the bob of one of the 
sisters, the other still retaining her 
glistening flat finish. 

Bernard and Henrie harmonize in 
beads, too, gould at the piang crystal 
over silver standing, both of them 
mostly fringe and attractive. 


All Wet Only 

A sad state of affairs is disclosed 
by a “Ladies’ Night in a Turkish 
Bath.” It shows the absolute stand- 
still to which sheet draping has 
come, Not a new line anywhere, 
not a new twist to a towel with 
the whole idea all wet, but not 
washed up yet as the howls of the 
audience / proved. But probably 
when better swathing is done pic- 
ture stars will the first to so 
according to Hollywood 
broadcasters. 

Dorothy Mickaill sold lunch boxes 


be 


faster than quarter watches on 
Broadway and they went better 
than the watches will, too. Her 


beaded black net gown had a nar- 
row velvet belt caught with a jew- 
eled buckle in front and a three- 
quarter length coat of fancy tweed 
by a felt hat carrying 
jeweled dogs. All her = silk 
dresses had pleated skirts, all the 
Turkish bathers had sheathed ones, 


This might be called Fat Men’s 
Fancy by the active and audible 
way they enjoyed it. 


Pretty Early for B’way 


Evidently most of Broadway's 
coffee was poor Monday morning, 
it took the almost neck-breaking 


stunt of The Colleanos to wake up 


the breakfasters at the Broadway, 
but, of course, that troupe would 
make the armless wonder applaud. 


The pretty blond part of Wheeler 
and Sands made no change from her 
frock of pleated orchid crepe made 
with deep bertha and sash and bow 
of the same material. Good looking 
bob she had, too. 

Grace Adelphi dances better than 
she dresses. Her nicest frock, worn 
twice, the second time with an un- 
attractive white wig, was of white 
satin bodice and fluffy net skirt, 
trimming being a spray of purple 
flowers and leaves from shoulder to 
hem on the left side. Naturally a 
gypsy must wear rags, so’the usual 
assortment of chiffon pieces did for 
that, and the final dress of crepe in 
two shades of yellow for the skirt, 
gold cloth for the bodice gave the 
impression of weariness from over- 
work. 


Standing for “Speedy” 

A view of Harold Llovd’s 
“Speedy” has to be earned by pa- 
tient waiting with the shrieks of 
the audience to buoy one. Most of 


New York is standing for it and 
@ey could stand for a lot more 
like it. The list of credits is long 


but there is enough glory to scatter 
ther. 
Ann Christy was cute in a sleeve- 
With narrow 
also in a dark 

of pleated crepe 


and 


whose lar 


was in two des, 


Rewriting | Love You 


When E'los Finch and the movies 
ere m hyounger her shape or lack 


of it wa but now 


idered funny 


A fi 


fiapper, 


lace | 


frock 


inverted | 


| - 
| Gra y Matt er 
By Mollie Gray 
i (TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 
At the State “The Wife's Relations,’ with Shir- 
“Sadie Thompson” is prebably|ley Mason the charming bride. A 
the best known lady on the cur-|new and inexpensive weddine in 
rent State bill, but the vaudeville|this, only the hand being ringed 
members. do more than their share) with the “hoop of misery,” as {ft Js 
toward the entertainment. often ealled. Shirley made a cute 
Wally Sharples and Co. delighted |eleyator operator in her brass bute 
the crowd, as on his last appear- !tons, properly backed up, of course, 
ance with the same material, the| A flip of a title and behold her 
operatic version of “Sally” being) watching winter sports in a lovely 
the best of its kind and very welljcoat of white wool with broad 
sung. A pink crepe frock with very |stripes around the bottom. knitted 
full skirt was pretty, and a satin cap and cuffed socks over her silk 
negligee of the sume color, too. The ]/ones to mteh, With a pretty plaid 
singing pages wore green velvet {taffeta frock she wore « chocker 


necklace of square eryst:ls 

What do the two dashes invarte 
ably preceding “I love you” mean 
in a title? Time? Hesitation? Or 
just preliminary description that 
would probably be more interesting 
than the final declaration. Why not 
print what they mean and lhnve the 
end dashes, just for a change. since 
the players usually eat thos« words 
anyway. 


Just a Title 

The aim and end of every picture 
has finally become a title “Marry 
the Girl,” and it wasn't burlesque 
or melodrama. It was a ‘Holly- 
wood Quality Picture” and na come 
pliment to that hamlet. 

In this case it meant 
family, too, since Barbara !’cdford 
had a young son, and the villain 
planned to get her a young tortune, 
Barbara didn’t get any of it for her 


marry 


wardrobe. Her organdy dress had 
seen wear and a black and white 
two-piece frock had _ it's skirt 
pleated only in front, like th: inex- 


pensive dresses. A sleeveless frock 
had a= scalloped hem. A large 
transparent hat, one side of the 
brim weighted with roses and two 
small ones where the collar met in 
the front, were the only attractive, 
items. 


A TIMES SQUARE GAL 
WRITES BACK HOME 


(The final letter sent by Adelaide 
Smithson to her chum, Louise 
Chesterbrook of Cumbersome, 
Idaho.) 

New York, April 13. 

Dear Louisa:—This is Friday, the 
13th and my unlucky day. Guess 
I'm all washed up around here as 
they say in Times Square when you 
don't mean a thing. But don't 
tell Ma. 

I just can't be a night club hostess, 
I have been around some more and 
watched them and I just cant. Now 
I have to make up my own mind 
for that young man in the next 
room won't even speak to me any 
more. Ile says I’m a _ flopping 
bloomer. Guess that mesns the 
same as washed up. 

He told me I was a natural dough 
getter but he'd go broke teaching 
me and that I'd have a better chance 


wherever I came from but Ifeaven 
help that place, he said. I didn't 
get angry because he doesnt know 


Cumbersome. 

And I never heard from Mr. Riffin, 
the model man who said he might 
take me back modeling. The young 
man next door said I just missed @ 
bad jam there when] told him about 
Mrs. Miffin. 

So there's nothing left fon 
do. I just can't sit around a big 
room full of men and sinoke and 
wait for someone to ask me to be 
nice to them. I can’t even smile 
at strange men and that’s what got 
the young man angry at me; he 
said God gave me a useless map. 

When you see Hank mention you 
hear I may be back, but don’t tell 


me to 


Ma. If something doesn’t turn up 
before the end of the week, think 
I shall return. 

This town is easy if you want 
to be what they call a mixer brt 
I can’t mix the way they dv. Guess 


I got into the wrong section of the 


town and met the wrong people. 
So if I do go back home and don't 
like jit or can’t stand Hank any 
more, I'll come back here und gQ@ 
in another part of the city. Or 
i'maybe I'll go to Chicago. You ree 


t those drummers from 


| member wh 
told us about Chicago. 


Des Moines 


And maybe you'd like to xo too, 
| Louisa, 
| When I eet back Ill have a lot 
fto tell vou and I'm still « good girl, 
ibut have been so still that being 
| did y no good, so th:t'’s why 
' 

Love 

P. J an offer of marriage 

from 1 driver. The i] him 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper”) 


New Palace, New York, aban- 
doned its $2 scale, putting top at 
$1 and enjoying somewhat better 
business than the sad trade since 
its opening. Deal was on under 
cover to adjust the conflict with 
Hammerstein's franchise for Times 
Square. 


Cloak and suiters were edging 
into the picture business. One Lee 
A. Ochs, salesman for Blumenthal 
Bros., was building an‘ airdome in 
Long Branch, N. J., the summer re- 
sort territory showing a number of 
such enterprises. 


New York theatre roof, under the 
management of William Morris, 
was turned into a public ball room, 
and Freeman Bernstein took over 
the beverage concession on sharing 
terms with the lessee. 


Tab shows as a substitute for 

‘ vaudeville were making rapid head- 

way in the middle west, being used 

by W. V. M. A. managers out of 
Chicago. 


Desertion of standard acts from 
Big Time, where they were having 
trouble in salary adjustments, were 
becoming frequent. Ryan and Rich- 
field abandoned negotiations. with 
Keith on a route and signed with 


Loew for two years. 


A new type of picture house (ca- 
pacity under 1,000) was beginning 
to cut into standard vaudeville in 
Chicago. In one district there were 
four new film places within a few 
blocks—-the Willard, the Admiral, 

q the 20th Century and the Panorama, 


The stable on 65th street near 
8th avenue, built by McGuirk (of 
“Suicide Hall” fame on the Bow- 
ery) as a dance hall and then 
turned over to the stable when 
the Paulist Fathers protested, be- 
came a film theatre. 


(From “Clipper.” 


Scarcely had the snow from the 
blizzard of March 12 melted when 
3 anew storm hit New York. Fif- 

teen inches of snow were reported 

in the counties adjacent.to the city, 

the Caiskill district being snowed 
in. 


Legal maneuvers were still being 

used to keep “Boss Bill” Tweed out 
af of jail, a year having elapsed since 
his enforced return to the States 
This time the con- 
troller sought to have the former 


from Europe, 


; political czar released, apparently 
t in hope of some restitution to the 
¢ city of looted riches. 
Percy Williams, then an agent 
4 for the Crystal Palace and Royal 
j Aquarium in London, lets it be 
known that he is able to place 
American acts abroad. 

Frank Mayo and his company 
made a record railroad jump for 
those days. They left New Or- 

i leans after the Saturday matinee, 


at 6 p. m. and gave a performance 
in Chicago Monday night at the 
Adelphi, 


Deadwood, Wyoming, apparently 

q was as wild and woolly as the 
it appear. A 
witness was under cross examina- 

tion in a trial when he took um- 

F + brage at the examining attorney 
: and, drawing his gun, fired at him. 


: Tony Pastor missed his first per- 
i formance in $0 years, confined to 
hae bed with inflammatory rheumatism. 


Legislation was introduced in 
Congress carrying amendments by 
which copyright protection would be 
extended to cover plays and other 
stage presentations. 


The Czar of all the Russias con- 


ferred the Order of Arts and Sci- 
ences upon Christine Nilsson, 
actress. 


The French Minister of Public Instruction in France, Herriot, said to 
be verv obstinate and streng!y against American pictures, is having a 
story “Maaame Recamier,” written by him, produced as a picture by 
France Films. It is the most violent agitator against American pictures 
of all the French makers. Herriot is the French official Will Hays has 

alk with. 
Ws cee likely that Hays as the American film ambassador will con- 
tinue his European trip, making it a good-will visit to other foreign 
capitols, always talking pictures rather than politics. Should there, 
however, be further disclosures in Washington over the Teapot-Sinclair 
affair and its side lines into which Hays already has been drawn, and 
the future revelations, if any, again as much affect Hays, it may 
bring about his prompt return and more strongly push into prominence 
and decision his position as the czar of the pictures made on this side. 


As time passes onward there is no change in reports about the at- 
tempted chain theatre operation from a single desk. It remains a matter 
of house management, from the consensus of opinion. 

Holding down local management by a majority of inexperienced house 
managers who must work by rule is reported having sent and kept many 
a house in the red of recent months. 

Experienced house men, from accounts, will not work by rule, and 
especially at the salary p!aced as the maximum by some of the chain 
onerators for their local theatre directors. This leaves it up to those 
who are glad to get a job. 

One angle is that the chain operators may think there are not enough 
experienced showmen who would accept house management. That ap- 
pears to be a matter of opinion. It is claimed that there are plenty 
knowing the theatre end who might be obtained or promoted if the 
salary were sufficient to attract. 

Politics enter ofttimes, or the theatre man in charge may have been 
the wrong selection in the first place. A recent instance of the latter 
was a small chain opening a house representing two million dollars 
being unfortunate in having its supervising manager bungle the opening 
so badly it’s doubtful if his errors may be rectified for months to come. 
Another instance is of a house manager who turned his theatre from 
a loser to a winner given the choice of a lower salary or walk. ,; He 
walked, and his cheaper successor sent the house back to the red. 

A special publicity opportunity to build up the failing houses seems 
to be afSo overlooked, showmen say. Everything’s routine, they claim, 
with no origination nor creation. For the other side, house managers on 
different circuits allege that if they do show results there is no appre- 
ciation, no increase or promotion, and only a squawk when biz falls off. 
With circuit theatres running into chains of hundreds, it’s a tremen- 
dous problem, from anv point of view. . 

There is one basic principle of theatre operation that does 
appear to be often neglected, opening a new house with an entire foreign 
staff, outside of the minor posts. This has been proved too costly often, 
and only works for the opposition. At least some one of the management 
should be representative locally. 

There have been cases where it was deemed advisable to have the 
best house director on the job, sending in the out-of-town man under 
cover, permitting the local to pose for a while until the house is set, but 
having a local ostensibly in command. 


Al Boyd has no partner in his proposed new theatre in Philadelphia 
or in any other theatre ventures he might indulge in. So say his close 
friends in New York. Boyd is contemplating a 2,600-seater on the old 
Aldine Hotel site in Philly. Through his friendliness with the Para- 
mount group and his recent resignation from the Stanley Company, the 
initial surmise on Boyd's new one was that Paramount through Publix 
might be concerned. That is what brought the friends’ denial. 

With Boyd's new house open for business, the Stanley Company will 
be confronted with three independent theatres in what* was once their 
picture house sewed up city. Stanley might have taken over the Fox, 
which is one of the other theatres, but didn’t do it, with William Fox 
still running the Fox there for pop pictures and since having added the 
Fox-Locust for the run films, 


Universal has been using four different versions of “Uncle Tom's 
Cabin" until finally deciding one was the most suitable for exhibiting 
purposes. Harry Pollard who directed the picture cut one version, then 
another version was cut by Lloyd Nosliler film editor. After him Maurice 
Piver, another film editor worked out his conception. All three ver- 
sions were sent to New York and the executives there decided that they 
would cut their own. This was done and the picture was released in 


New York. 
When the Los Angeles premiere was to take place Carl Laemmle 
decided that a number of previews should be held on the different ver- 


sions to get reactions. On one night two different versions were pre- 
viewed in Hollywood in houses about a mile apart. Neither of these 
was the New York version and both were eliminated. 

“Uncle Tom's Cabin" was previewed around Hollywood more than 
any other picture ever made. An unofficial check shows that that pic- 
ture has been exhibited about 40 times before it began its run in the 
Criterion (Los Angeles) two weeks ago. 


Warners’ “Jazz Singer” seems to be the same to the screen as “Abie's 
Irish Rose” is to the stage for unexpected runs in unexpected places, 
where the houses are wired for the Vitaphone attachment on the feature 
picture. For pictures the Warners’ big draw already has numberless 
money and time records to its credit, while it appears that only the 
limitations in wire houses prevent that run record from being extended. 

So far the Warners have permitted “The Jazz Singer” to go in non- 
wired houses only for the second or later runs. That indicates the 
distributor intends holding back the first run of the picture anywhere 
until a wired house may be ready to receive it. While there exists 
opposite opinions on the picture without the Al Jolson singing (Vita) 
and the incidental business to it that might have to go out in non-wired 
houses, the fact is so plain that “The Jazz Singer” is a sensational draw 
with the mechanical accompaniment that it’s doubtful if the Warners 
would permit a cinch draw to be gambled with without the Vita at- 
tachment. Unless of course it were known by them that there would 
be no wired houses for a long while to come in some towns. Even that 
is problematical in the current and swiftly development of the talkers 
in many ways. 


The inside story on how one of the proposed combinations of inde- 
pendent exhibitors flopped, just 4s it was on the verge of being com- 
pleted sometime ago, was revealed only recently. 

It seems tht the organizer of the independents, a prominent New 
York attorney, had submitted the project downtown for financing, the 
Wall Street group expressing itself interested. 

Unknown to the exhibitors the bankers sent a representative to each 
of the theatres listed for the purpose of interviewing the proprietors, 
to gauge responsibility and merit. 

In practically every instance the banking rep found the fndependents 
away from their houses, with the information that they would be found 
at the usual meeting place, organization headquarters. 

The investigator went to headquarters and asked for one of the ex- 
hibitors. After waiting awhile he was received and found most of the 
boys with their sleeves rolled up, playing pinochle. Still keeping his 
identity unrevealed the investigator pretended to be an equipment sales- 
men. Atter putting up « sales talk for a few minutes, he left. 

The investigator's report. it is understood, stressed the conditions 


under which the interview took place with the added recommendation 


that men who could leave their theatre to play cards during the after- 


; noon were not the type worthy of large financial backing. 


Clever press agentry and a lucky break got Sam Goldwyn front page 
splashes for his star, Vilma Banky, in his tie-up with the American 
Telephone and Telegraph telophoto transmission from Chicago late 
last week. The whole thing, including the agent's round trip ticket from 
New York and shooting the film, cost Goldwyn only $540. 

Originally, it develops, the A. T. and T. had decided to use a flood 
scene as the topic for its experiment. This was dropped when it was 
fourd that the detail when enlarged into a screen frame was hazy. Just 
about that time Goldwyn’s press writer, working with the publicity de- 
partment of United Artists, got the tip and lost no time. 

As matters now stand the bill is about $125 higher then Goldwyn’'s 
agent expected. It seems that the company had agreed to transmit the 
shots free but that Goldwyn was to pay one buck for every still made, 
At the most, it was figured in the Goldwyn offices, this item would not 
exceed $140 since the A. T and T. has that number lined up in papers, 
The bill, however, was a flat $265. After much phoning it was decided 
to pay and call it square, the press agent.telling the A. T. and T. man 
that his company had grabbed most of the space. 


Arthur Friend, the New England theatre operator, who recently got 
jammed up financially, is said te have induced backing to the extent of 
five millions, for theatre purchase or building. Friend is about to launch 
out in a venture of that kind, it is said. _ 

Some months ago the Friend people had an idea of building or buying 
in 100 towns between Boston and Cleveland. These towns had been 
selected it was reported at the time from the map of the U. S. prepared 
by the United Cigar Stores. Friend proposed to a national contractor 
that it build such houses as were necessary in the 100 cities on a 10 
per cent plus cost plan, with the builder to allow his profit to remain 
with the company, and take 50 per cent of’ the stock for the risk. It 
was turned down. : 

For the few. who knew of the Friend idea at the time there was a 
smile as to which 100 towns had been picked that could stand another 


house, and also over the film service for them. “ 


“Mary Lou,” the boat used. in the. filming of “Hellship Bronson,” was 
formerly used by a gang of rum runners on the Pacific Coast who 
kicked it loose after the cargo was disposed of. The vessel was found 
and brought in for salvage and later sold to a packing company, recon- 
ditioned as a refrigerator craft in the fishing business. Gotham used it 
before the fish did. ; 

Among the players in the’picture are Sailor Sharkey, who has spent 
22 years of his life at sea; Shorty Leon, formerly of the Flying St. Leons, 
circus act; Jimmy Phillips, Wyoming fair and rodeo cowboy; Jack 
Sherman, who claims over 300 prize fight battles; Leo and Carl Sepul- 
véda, wrestlers, and Black Jack Williams, who adventured through 
Africa and was later held by revolutionists in Mexico for ransom. Most 
of the boys had been through everything except sea weather. When 
the “Mary Lou” headed into a couple of storms during the making of 
the picture, there were a couple of near-panics and production suffered. 

It is reported the cost of production will run way over the original 
estimate, near $75,000, considered a lot of money for an independent. 


With two Movietone stages of brick and concrete underway at Fox 
Hills word reaches New York that plans for nine other talkie areas are 
about to be placed into execution. The present two occupy 156,000 square 
feet with a control room between. It is stated when this work is come 
plete Movietone shooting space will exceed all other stages. 

Although but about 25 per cent of the 1928-29 program of features 
will be devoted to Movietone, it is learned that the $100,000,000 produc- 
tion budget which Fox has set aside for the next five years will be 
worked on a sliding scale. 

It is not considered dubious, especially in view of the elaborate prepar- 
ations made, that before the fifth year is reached fully 80 per cent of 
the Fox program will be Movietone. Another indication that this will 
be a fact is the knowledge that every director on the Fox lot is required 
to have a full technical appreciation of the new talker. 

The features which so far have been designated for the special treate 
ment include “Mother Knows Best,” now being shot, and “Blossom 
Time,” in addition to considerable short stuff. 


Dan Wolheim, brother of Louis, is playing a crook part in “The Cop” 
for Pathe-DeMille. Dan possesses the same facial features as his 
brother, with the exceptior that Dan's nose twists so it leans to port 
while the better known beak of Louis’ points to starboard. 


When Elmer Pearson left for New York in the midst of the important 
Pathe-F B O merger conferences, his parting words were, “Spring is 
coming and I can play golf in New York as well as I can out here.” 


Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


N. V. A. Week, held, publicized and promoted principally by the 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum theatres, has been again made the series of hand<- 
out collections from audiences in those houses. While the impression 
received by the public is that the theatres also donate a portion or per- 
centage of their gross receipts for the special week to the N. V. A. Fund, 
that is understood not to be so. All the N. V. A. Club receives from the 
week is the amount of the collections. Whether any deductions are 
made from the collections for the extra advertising, incidentals in cone 
nection with the N. V. A. Week or for other reputed causes is unknown. 

There is little doubt but that N. V. A. Week, though, is the best week 
of the year for the K-A-O box offices. It usually falls on Easter Week 
and is preceded by a heavy publicity campaign in the newspapers and 
in and about the theatres, in the latter by use of trailers and sometimes 
spiels. The hurrah and the borrowing of “guest-stars” for daily per- 
formances all go toward promoting a bigger box-office gross for the 
house, despite no part of that added money, drawn on the strength of 
the N. V. A. name and week, goes to the club. So while the N. V. A. 
Week may appeal to many as a contribution time for the “poor actors,” 
as it is expressed in the theatres soliciting the alms, the week otherwise 
and for money appears to be a jubilee occasion for Keith-Albee-Orpheum, 
Of recent seasons it could be added that it may have come in quite 
handy, too. 


The glass-encased signs on each side of the entrance to Keith’s Palace, 
New York, which warned prospective customers that tickets purchased 
froin speculators would be refused at the door have only recently been 
removed. Also the worn-out loud-speaker that brought a verbal warn- 
ing to the same effect to passersby. Both the signs and the loud-speaker 
outlived their usefulness. 


A mixed two-act receiving $350 weekly in vaudeville was split by a 
smart agent for production work. He set the woman in a musical at 
$300 a week and her husband in another show at $400, giving the couple 
a salary gross of $700. Another and similar team from vaudeville, 
having trouble convincing bookers they were worth over $275 a week, 
was shifted bodily into a musical at a joint salary of $600. 


Fatty Arbuckle was due in New York yesterday (Tuesday) on the 
“Majestic.” His personal manager, Syd Cohen, arrived tn New York 
last Friday, both coming from Paris, where Fatty had just completed 
an engagement at the Empire. The opening night's reception to the 
Arbuckle act in Paris was cabled over here. Syd Cohen says that came 


about through the slowness of Frankie James’ first ballad. Act was 
rewritten overnight and appeared thereafter. 
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LEGITIMATE 


VARI ETY 


Coast Legit Equity ‘Actors 
Fail to Support Motion 
To Remove Nowell, Rep. 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Members of Equity playing Los 
Angeles legit houses claimed they 
were not properly represented in 
the group recently elected Equity 
coast advisory committee, and they 
also asserted Wedgewood Nowell, 
local Equity representative, was-: ot 
serving them in the right manner. 
As a result of this disatisfaction, a 
resolution was presented at a meet- 
ing of local Equity stage. players 
held in the Biltmore Hotel, which 
asked for the removal of Nowell 
from his position by the New York 
officals of Equity. It was defeated. 

At this meeting, after Nowell was 
asked to leave the room, it was 
charged that he did not go back- 
stage in theatres to visit actors, 
and was not in his office daily to 
receive callers who might have bus- 
iness to. transact. It was also 
charged Nowell permitted Ruth 
Helen Davis, producer at the Bel- 


mont theatre, stock house, to em- 
ploy Equity members and _ non- 


Equity players in the same casts. 

After one hour of wrangling, 
Lawrence Grant, chairman of the 
meeting, and other members present 
objected to a vote on the resolution 
until Nowell had a chanee to de- 
fend himself against the charges. 

The meeting was the result of a 
protest, said to have been signed by 
nearly 200 Equity members appear- 
ing on the stage, against holding 
meetings in the evenings when the 
legit players could not be present. 
The petition was sent to Frank 
Gillmore in New York. The latter 
replied meetings held here were 
primarily for the picture branch, as 
the legit members were represented 
by Equity’s Council in New York. 
However, Gillmore declared he had 
no objection to any meeting being 
called here for the stage players 
at anv time, and suggested that 
Nowell call such a meeting, for dis- 
cussion of greviences. 

Frank Delmaine, Equity Kansas 
City representative, on the coast 
at the time as representative-at- 
large, attended the meeting. Nowell 
opened the meeting, with about 50 
members present, and V. Talbot 
Henderson, a member, moved that 
Lawrence Grant beii:made chairman 
of the session. As soon as Grant 
took the chair, Henderson requested 
Nowell be asked to: leave the room. 
Nowell left without comment. 

Henderson immediately presented 
a resolution asking that 
wood Nowell be removed as Equity 
representative in this district. The 
motion was seconded. However. 


Grant refused to put it to a vote 
until there was a thorough discus- 
sion. During the attacks on Nowell 


which followed, a number of mem- 
bers left the meeting. 
3 Complaints 


After a lot of discussion, the com- 
Plaints finally sifted @own to three 


-—Nowell's failure to visit backstage 
often; not being in his office often 
enough, and permitting Equity mem- 
bers to play with non-members end 


delinquents at the Belmont theatre. 
William Neill, Lawrence Grant, 


and I. B. Kornblum, local attorneys 
for Equity, came to the defense of 
Nowell. Kornblum, pointed ont 


Nowell had plenty to Qo with con- 
tinual battles with managers on be- 
half of Equity members without 
expecting him to make social visits 
backstage. He also declared Nowell 
had pienty to do during the day and 
could not accomplish his work by 
Sitting in the office waiting for 
Visitors, 

After heated discussion 
con for more than an hour, 
was asked to return to the mecting, 
and advised of the resolution for 
his removal by Grant. The latter 
told him he would have an oppor- 


pro and 


tunity to answer the specifie 
charges before a vote would be 
taken, 


Nowell’s Reply 
In answering the first two charges 
Nowell peinted out he had 14 thea- 
tres in Tos Angeles to look 
and his work in looking 
terests of Equity members kept him 
out of the office continually, leaving 


no time to visit various companies 
ackstage, He stated each com- 
Ny had un Equity deputy with 

! } 


wer to 


complaints 


theatre 


ept any 


‘egarding the Belmont 


Wedzge- | 


Nowell} 


after, | 
after in-| 


Turned Away Paper 


Police were called in at the 
Royale last week to regulate 
the crowds surging around the 
the doors of the Royale the- 
atre, where Mae West is play- 
ing “Diamond Lil’ as_ she 
looked in the flesh. 

Most of the trouble is said 
‘to have been through the show 
having given out plenty of pa- 
per for the week’s early nights. 
When cash customers started 
to appear; the show manage- 
ment preferred to sidestep the 
paper holders, Consequent 
confusion and a cop eall, 

Showmen, hearing of it, said 
they couldn't understand why 
the Show did not turn away 
the money and take care of the 
paper. Turning away money 
from the box office is believed 
to be the best word of mouth 
publicity @r a show. 


ease, Nowell declared he had sent 
out orders last fall to players in 
various small companies advising 
them that they would have to give 
two weeks’ notice unless’ the man- 
agement complied with the rulings 
of the J. A. T. S. E. for union stage 
hands’ and musicians. This wis 
after complaints had been made by 
the stage hands to Equity regarding 
tent shows and others operating in 
this territory without union men. 


After his notice to Equity mem- 
bers went out, Nowell declared, 
members working in the companies 
complained to Gillmore that such 
steps were being taken by Equity, 
as would result in their being out 
of work indefinitely. Shortly after, 
Gillmore advised Nowell to res- 
cind the order as it would affect 
only Equity members playing in the 
companies that were not living up 
to Equity and I. A. regulations. 

As a result Nowell has been un- 
able to handle those companies that 
are not complying with Squity 
regulations. He has been power- 
less to stop the Belmont and various 
tent shows from employing other 
than “quity members in. casts. 
Neither could he stop Equity mem- 
bers from playing with the com- 
panies. 

Was made regarding 
of Nowell, He ex- 
this direetion 
theatre 


Complaint 
radio activities 
Plained activity in 
boosting for the 


erally with radio audiences, declar- 
jing he had made no money out of 
| the proposition. He said it was 


the 


more wo kK 


vive interest in 
providing 


| helping to re 
I stage, thereby 
Equity 

Grant then 
vote. Only 
ifavor, the balance 
ivoting against. 
After -the resolution asking fo 
| Nowell's removal had been disposed 
lof, a resolution was passed asking 
that Nowell be given a traveling 
representative to help him with his 
work on the coast. This resolution 
was forwarded to New York for ac- 
tion by the Equity Council. 

Acceptances for the full regular 
ticket to come up for election by 
Equity at the annual meeting May 
28 have been received. There is no| 
change noted in the 
most of the present 
have been re-elected 
the past half a dozen years—John 
Emerson, president; Ethel Barry- 
more, 1st vice-president: -Grant 
Mitchell (who replaced the late 
Bruce McRae last summer), 2d vice- 
president; Grant Stewart, recording 
secretary, and Frank Gillmore, ex- 
ecutive secretary. 

A reported opposition ticket has 
not appeared as yet, although it is 
provided that independent nomina- 
tions may be filed up to within 26 
days prior to the election, 

Present members of the 
renominated are Robert 


members. 
put the 
pe ople 

of those 


resolution to a 
three 
present 


officers, who 
annually for 


council 
Kelly, 


Katherine Emmett and Frank Mc- 
|Glynn. New councillors selected: 
'Eiffie Shannon, Florence Nash, Pur- 
inell Pratt, Arthur Bryon, Arthur 
Hohl, Thomas W. Ross and Oscar 
| Shaw. 

| Reeent replacements on the eoun- 
leil are Clarke Silvernail, appointed 
lin the place of Grant Mitchell, when 
ithe latter became an officer, and 
George Arliss, vice Sam Hard who 
resigned from the board, 


voted in| 


nomination of! 


Polish Editor Arrested 
For Pirating “Abie” 


Detrvit, April 17. 
Anne Nichols with 
translating “Abie’s Irish Rose’ into 
Polish and selling copies of the 
script to Joe Wvyrock and Ignace 
Ulapowski, Cleveland theatre own- 
ers, for $25, Arthur L. Waldo, ed- 
itor of the Detroit “Polish Daily 
News,” was taken into custody to- 
ay by federal officers. 

Waldo pleaded not guilty to the 
charge of infringing on “Abie’s” 
copyright and was placed under 
a $500 bond by United States Com- 
missioner Hurd, 

Donald Frederick, United States 
attorney, who is prosecuting the 
case, declared Miss Nichols would 
be called here to testify, she having 
restrained the production of the 
Polish version of “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” in Cleveland about four 
momhs ago. 


% Par Am. Play Co. 
= Much, Says the Mrs. 


Marguerite Veiller, as assignee of 
Bayard Veiller, author of “The 
Trial of Mary Dugan,” is suing the 
American Play Co. for $3,400 alleged 
overdrawn by the play brokers 
against Veilier’s royalties, which A. 
H. Woods pays direct to the com- 
‘pany. Veiller has been receiving 80 
per cent thereof from the American 
Play Co., while Mrs. Veiller alleges 
the brokerage firm is entitled only 
to 10 per cent commission and not 
the 20 per cent it charges. 

John W. Rumsey’s firm sets forth 
.the defense, through Ernst, Fox & 
Cane, that under a eontract of Dee. 
12, 1925, the American Play Co., 
which had previously loaned Veiller 
$3,000 in cash, was to collect the in- 
debtedness and be: entitled to 20 
per cent of all of Veiller’s writings 
for three years from December, 1925 

Mrs. Veiller avers that the Amer- 
ican Play Co., on its 20 per cent 
agreement, is $6,800 ahead, and sues 
for the return of $3,400, or half that 
amount. 


Charged by 


Theatre Program Point 


The New York Theatre Program 
Corp., Ralph Trier, president, has 
no standing in enforcing a contract 
to furnish programs for the Lyric 
theatre, New York, according to 
court ruling in favor of the -Lyric 
Operating Co., Inc., and the S. & S. 
Lyric, Inc., the latter the mortgagee 
now operating and controlling the 
house, 

With Florenz 
Musketeers” opening 


Ziegfeld’s “Three 
at the Lyric, 


the attraction prints its own pro- 
gram. The New York Theatre Pro- 


gram Corp. alleges a prior contract 
for that privilege, which enhances 
the income through the advertising 
returns from such programs, but 
the New York Supreme Court 
'doubts the validity of the oral agree- 
iment alleged, and even if valid it 
questions the binding merits on the 
S. & S. Corporation. 

|} Joseph Oppenheimer, 
lof the Lyric Operating Co., 
iffidavit 
is now 

poration 
762,500, 


} 
made 


vested in the S. & S 
under a mortgage of $1,- 


Ziegay Stops Cantor 


Florenz Ziegfeld slipped into New 
| York quietly, many of his own em- 
| ployees not knowing it. He has been 
jin the metropolis for four or five 


|days unknown to Broadway. 

Zieggy is adamant in his refusal 
j}te permit the Eddie Cantor picture 
Fox’s, Philadelphia, at 
$6,000 a week, next week The 
booking is definitely off accordingly 

If Zieggy’s attorney determines by 
last night or this morning as to the 
|manager’s legal status In the mat- 
ter, Cantor may play a benefit in 
| Washington. Zicgfeld wants to 
make legally certain he will not 
prejudice his future managerial re- 
lations by permitting this exception. 


} house date at 


Stock People’s Error 


Milwaukee, April 17. 

One of the biggest jiaughs 

old burg has 

the Olga Worth 
week. 

Evidently the 


had wa 
stock, opening 


town's rep as a 


this | 
s handed it by | 


the show 


as president | 


that the collection of rents | 
Cor- 


Petty Larceny Racket 


Levit actors are the victims 
of a petty lareeny racket that 
has been worked during the 
last week or two by an un- H 
known person, 
On the representation 
has arrived On on: 


of the big liners from Paris, 
the gypper ais or $20 
customs and delivery charges. 
He gives a Sizned on 
the regular form of one of the 
well-known shipping agents. 


rear 
ior 


Those who have heen vie- 
timized inelide June Walker, 
Mary Ellis, Ina Claire and 
others, 


Cost $2,000 to Move | 
Show Across Street 


LUPINO LANE TURNS 
DOWN PIECE CF SHOW 


Won't Break His Picture Con- 


tract to Go with the Shu- 
berts’ **Red Robe” 


Needing: him in “The Red Rebe,”™ 


the Shuberts tried to induce Lupino 


Lane into musical comedy, 
Atter Lane declined, the Shuberts 
are said to have offered Lane a piece 
of the show during its heped-for 
run on Broadway, besides his salary, 

Lane, who is slated for over 22,000 


& Week during the ensuing vear for 
turning out eight two-reelers for 
Educational, turned Shuberts’ ine 


ducement down flat. His reasoning, 


despite the additional promise of a. 


cut in: the pet, is 
Robe’ won't last 
the Great White 


that “The Red 
long enough on 
Way for him to 


Three Broadway shows switehed | 
from one theatre to another Mon- 
day, but although in each instance 


confined to the 
the cost was .just- as 
theugh the movements 
were from one end of the city to 
the other. Union requirements are 
blamed for that. 

The management of “Five. O'Clock 
Girl’ burned up when advised the} 
crew of the 44th Street was not per- 
mitted to carry the production to 
the Shubert, although the stage en- 
trance of the latter is directly across 
the street. It was necessary to.load 
onto trucks and be Car-, 
ried completely around the pbloek. 
Then it was carried in by the Shu- 
bert crew. 

It cost the show $700 for transfer 
hauling. Extra time for the crews 
of the 44th Street and Shubert.ran 
the total item to about $2,000. As 
usual, the extra time for the crews 
was paid by the houses, 

“Take the Air,’ in moving from 
the Waldorf to the Earl Carroll, had 
to follow the same procedure, al- 
though the stage entrances of the 
two houses are less than 100 yards 
apart on 50th street. “The Ladder, 
in moving from the Belmont to the 
Cort, less than 50 yards away, also 
went around the block. 


Schumann-Heink Gives 


$250,000 Estate to Vets 


Minneapolis, April 17. 
After her concert. at the. Audi- 
torium here, Mme, Schumann-Heink,;| 
through Mayor George E. Leach of | 
this city, presented war veterans 
with the gift of her $250,000 estate 


the removal 
same block, 
much as 


Was 


near San. Diego, Cal. Mayer Leach | 
was given the deed to the estate 
because, Mme. Schumann-Heink an- 
nounced, he proposed to toast Aun- 
gust Schumann, her son, who died} 
as a captain of a German subma- | 
rine in 1923, when war passions still | 
lamed 
The mayor, who served with! 
the American forces in Frances 
as a colonel and won citations for | 
bravery, State that the property | 
will be administered by a board of | 
trustee for the benefit of sick and 
disabled veterans and their familie s | 
wi it reference to any world war | 


{ 


veteran organization. 


Treasurers’ Union Set | 


High and Low Scale’ 


April 17, | 


Cnicayo, 


Jish 


sides the 
has his mind on devoting his spare 


| office. 


| first 


dispute 


sacrifice any. of 
shine, 

Prier to the Shuberts’ offer for 
him te quit the films, Lane fell for 
an offer to come east and give the 
“Robe* seript the once over and 
alsa consider the lead in the show, 

.Although Lane called curtains on 
his prospective Shubert playing, the 
tenacious Shuberts pulled their 
.final move in laying all cards on the 
table. regarding the. “Rabe” last 
Thursday, it is said. Paying Lane’s 
fare east after numerous tranuscone 


Hollywood's sune 


tinental phone ealls” resulted in 
their personal offer to make the 
“Rabe’ job on Broadway a bigger 


proposition than stepping before a 
director's megaphone for the Eng-= 
Just an Enemy 

The most recent offer ‘to Lane, 
which sends him back to Hollywood 
Probably as ‘the lifelong enemy of 
the Shubert boys, called also for 
him to rewrite the “Robe” story in 
a way that it would get away from 
any claim of imitation, 

As the result of this last-minute 


stand by the Shuberts, “The Red 
Robe,” schedule@ ‘to make its 
‘Broadway bow three weeks ago, 


now is up for an indefinite period 
on the out-of-town skyline. About 
the only thing left will be its origine 
al title and perhaps cast. There 
is now a prospect George Hassell 
may step into the boots first de« 
signed for Lane if the show ever 
reaches Broadway, 
Meantime Lane, now 
given the Shuberts the 
get. for Hollywood and the 
with something in his pocket 
Educational contract. 


that he 
sidestep, is 
celluloid 
be- 


Hie 


time to the Musie Box, which dure 
ing the greater history of its Holly- 
wood run has been a flop at the box 
lie hopes to relay.to western 
audiences the series of hits George 
M..Cohan has writien, Lane's ame- 
bitions in this .respect are, from 
accounts, practically realized, and 
he is: lining up in. the metropolis his 
Cohan piece, “The Merry 
M: alone: 


Bennett and Milton 
Leave Guild Play 


Richard Bennett, engaged by the 
Theatré Child for the Jeadg in “Plays 
ing at Love,” and Robert Milton, 
engaged to direct it; -haye with- 
from the produetion, 3en- 
withdrawal was 
tured billing, 


arawt 
netts 
some- 


over fea 


The new!) formed treasurers’ 
inion. aMiliated with the Ameriean | thing” Une Guild does not give its 
i Ke tion 4 | playe 
urers’ Association, has signed a #) man will be engaged and theiatapacine 
: ; | director will put on the show, and 
year wage scale and working agree- | snot it will open April 30. ‘It had 
ment wit! the | Phenatre Managers | been listed to open this week. 
In the Bennett argument, it 1s 
weekly, top fs $60. A $6 | perame nt didn’t figure; whole thing 
jis effected every two years. | Was quictly arranged. 
The new union has 100 per cent. | of — 
imembership ameng local box office 
j nization is billed “Jungle Fever” Fatal 
“Jungle Fever,” tropical drama 
Girl Producers ‘Susteed | and initial production aes of 
Phyllis Paige and Chelle Janis, 
A verdict of $721 in claims were] former choristers turned producers, 
awarded five members of the cast | folded up in Cleveland, last week 
of “Jungle Fever’ against its pro- (April 7). 
ducers Phyllis Paige and Challis | The company was paid off from 
Janis, in arbitration in Equity Jast |money posted at Fapty- 


|German metropolis passed into the | weck. 

south from whenee the Worth | The represents ai week's 
troupe came. 'salury for the piayers run 

After the opening at the Garrick, of play eontraet and was raurds dy 

each member of the cast made ajin liey of the cu ‘nna closing 
little curtain speech and each, in| notice not having been given them | 

, turn, apologized for being unable he the play folded up in Cleve 

j to speak German. pland three weeks aro. j 
The fallacy that Milwaukee is a | ‘ im 0} ward 
German town is proved by the lig é La Cole 

ures that both the Poiisn and ( 
jan’ now outnumber the German ( Koy. 


CaO. Among the pl 
drew Lishop, 
| nsena Lion I 
(oh) ‘ Olden 
‘ 
e ¢ j 


“RAIN” BY NEGRO CO. 
A colored dramatic stock 
zed by Jack Schor feld, 


April 16 at the G and theati 


has. 


caused by 
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Shows and Comment 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


admission scale given below. 


Variance 


C (comedy); 


\ Connecticut Yankee,” Vanderbilt 
(25th week) (M-882-$5.50). School 
holidays during Easter week tilt- 
ed grosses somewhat, with spe- 
‘ial matinees counting; ‘Yankee’ 
Jayed matinee daily and in 12 
erformances beaut $32,000. 

vd So To Bed,” Bijou (24th week) 
C-505-$3.30). Final week; after 
aying off Holy Week resumed 
last week, experiment that ap- 
parently did not pan out; busi- 
ness reported considerably under 
previous going. 

sottled,” Booth (24 week) (C-704- 
$3.30). Drew rather good notices 
and may have chance; first week 
in seven. performances’ mild; 
around $3,500; should pick up. 


3ox Seats,” Little (ist week) (C- 
530-$3.30). Independently  pre- 
sented; booked in when decided 
to send “March Hares” out; opens 
April 20 (Thursday). 


surlesque,” Plymouth (34th week) 
(CD - 1,041 - $3.85). Holding’ to 
some margin; extra performance 
Master week of no aid; gross 
$13,500. 

oquette,” Maxine Elliott's (24th 
veek) (D-942-$3.85). One of the 
eason's most popular dramas and 
1ot weather candidate on rep 
ilone; nine performances last 
veek for over $18,000. 

jamond Lil,” Royale (2d week) 
(C-1,117-$3.30). Money show; 
meller of old Bowery went to 
capacity soon after opening and 
got $16,000 first week. 

Jracula,” Fulton (29th week) (D- 
914-$3.30). Among the season's 
thriller hits; went into cut rates 
during spring, but strong enough 
to last out season; last week over 
$11,000. 

=xcess Baggage,” Ritz (17th week) 
(C-945-$3.30). Novelty comedy 
drama also cut-rated, but rated 
among successes; averaging 
$11,000 weekly, and over that last 
week. 

Five O'Clock Girl,” Shubert (28th 
week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Moved 
here from 44th Street Monday and 
will last out season; no extra 
matinee last week, but easily bet- 
tered $27,000. 

‘orbidden Roads,” Liberty 
week) (D-1,202-$3.39). 
pendently presented; adapted 
from Spanish and _ originally 
known as “The Heritage of The 
Children”; opened Monday. 
Funny Face,” Alvin (22d week) 
(M-1,400-$5.50). Still among the 
popular musicals and should last 
into summer; Easter trade excel- 
lent; over $31,000. 

Good News,” Chanin’s 46th St. (33d 
week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Sure for 
summer continuance; inserted a 
holiday matinee and around 
$40,000 again. 

Greenwich Village Follies,” Winter 
Garden (2d week) (R-1,492-$5.50). 
Drew big money first week, 
finishing up to capacity; esti- 
mated over $45,000. 

Interference,” Lyceum (27th week) 
(D-957-$4.40). English melo- 
drama going along to moderate 
money now; liable to be with- 
drawn soon; $7,000. 

Seep Shufflin’,” Daly's week) 
(M-997-$3.30). Slipped under 
$7,500 Holy Week and failed to 
recover last week; must improve 
and average $11,000 to stick. 
~ovely Lady,” Sam H. Harris (17th 


(ist 
Inde- 


week) (M-1,051-$5.50). Little 
change in pace for this musical: 
estimated around $16,000:  vir- 
tually through in agencies. 
‘Manhattan Mary,” Apollo (30th 
week) (M-1,168-$5.50). About 
Same tov: last week’s 
takings around $29,000: figures to 
play another month or so. 


“Marco Millions” and “Volpone,” 
Guild (C-941-$3.85). Latter play 
got off to highly promising start, 
getting nearly $16,000 first week: 
“Marco” (8th week) current. 

“Lady for a Night,” 49th Street (1st 
week) (C-706-$3.30). First called 
“Nize Girl’; original title chosen 
instead; slated for premiere last 
week, but postponed until this 
week (Monday). 

“My Maryland,” Jolson’s (32d week) 
(O-1,777-$5.50). Should last un- 
til warm weather arrives: esti- 
mated around $16,000 last week, 

_ Strongly cut-rated. 

“Our Betters,” Henry Miller (9th 
week) (C-946-$4.40). Played nine 
performances, but, as with other 
attractions, little change in gross: 
slightly under previous pace; 
$17,000. 

“Paris Bound,” Music Box (17th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Got share 
of holiday trade; with extra mat- 
inee around $15,000. 

“Rain or Shine,” Geo. M. Cohan 
(llth week) (M-1,329-$5.50). Ex- 


tra matinee sent gross to new! “March 


house record of over $45,000; 
among musical feaders and set 
for summer. 


“Rosalie,” New Amsterdam (15th 
week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Also big 
coin getter and sure to hold over 
through summer and_ beyond; 
went to $47,500 last week. 


“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (17th week) 
(M - 1,750 - $6.60). Broadway's 
leader; consistently getting $53,- 
600; biggest weekly legit grosses 
ever recorded. 

“Strange Interlude,” Golden (12th 
week) «(D-900-$4.40). Marathon 
drama cleaning up; six perform- 
ances for $16,000 weekly since 
subscription went off. 

Sunny Days,” Imperial (11th week) 
(M - 1,456 - $5.50).- Doing fairly 
well, but principally supported by 
cut rates and parties; rated $17,- 
000 to $18,000; salaries cut. 

“Take the Air,’ Earl Carroll (22nd 

week) (M-998-$4.40). Moved here 

Monday from Waldorf; new berth 

regarded much better spot and 

business should improve from av- 
erage $16,000. 

“The Bachelor Father,” Belasco (8th 

week) (C-1,000-$3.85). No addi- 

tional performance last week; 
business continues to virtual ca- 
pacity, bettering $20,000, 

“The Behavior of Mrs. Crane,” Earl 

Carroll. Taken off Saturday after 

playing four slim weeks. 

“The Breaks,” Klaw (1st week) (C- 

830-$3.30). Presented by Richard 

Herndon; written by J. C. and 

Elliott Nugent; well regarded 

when tried out in Cleveland 

stock; opened Monday. 

“The Command to Love,” Longacre 

(3lst week) (C-1,019-$4.40). Final 

week; dropped under $10,000, but 

away out in front; “The Golden 

Age” next week. 

“The Furies,” Shubert. Taken off 
Saturday after six weeks. 

“The Golden Dawn,” Hammerstein’s 
(22nd week). House slated for 
picture next month, indicating 
final weeks for operetta, which 
has been about breaking even at 


$19,000. 

“The Ladder,” Cort (80th week) 
(D - 1,094). Around Broadway 
longer than any play on list, but 
tickets given away; moved here 
from Belmont Monday. 

“The Madcap,” Casino (12th week) 
(M-1,147-$4.40). Reported around 

$12,500 last week, principally from 
cut rates; continuance after next 
week questionable. 

“The Merry Malones,” Erlanger’s 
(2nd engagement) (2nd week) 
(M-1,500-$3.85). Repeat date did 
not start as well as expected; 
business approximated $17,500. 

“The Mystery Man,” Bayes (13th 
week) (D-860-$3.30). Will prob- 
ably stick into May; claimed to 
be making money, with reputed 
average grosses around $5,000. 

“The Queen’s Husband,” Playhouse 
(13th week) (C-870-$3.85). Slated 
to play three weeks more; satir- 
ical comedy not as big as expect- 


ed, but has made grade; over 
$9,000 claimed. 

“The Royal Family,” Selwyn (17th 
week) (C - 1,067 - $3.85). Easter 


week's in and out trade reflected 
in pace of non-musical leader: in 
nine per ormances $24,000; very 
hig, hut more counted on. 

“The Scarlet Fox.” Masque (4th 
week) (D-700-$3.30). Melodrama 
entrant faring well enough. 
though not’ exceptional; last 
week’s business about $9,500. 

“The Shannons of Broadway,” Mar- 


tin Beck (30th week) (C-1,198- 
$3.30). Still indefinite: with cut 
rate support grosses around 


$8,000 through spring. 
“The Silent House.” Morosco (11th 


week) (D-893-$3 30). Best money 
amons mystery shows; nine per- 
formences last week for about 


$17.000, 

“The Three Musketeers,” Lyric (6th 
week) (M-1,395-$6.60). Operetta 
leader seems assured of long run, 
probably going through next sea- 
son; selling out, with takings 
$15.000 or slightly more; holiday 
scales pushed up gross couple of 
thousands. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Ni- 
tional (31st week) (D-1.164-$3.85), 
Ought to go into summer: eontin- 
ues to make excellent money at 
around $18.000, recent pace. 

“Whispering Friends.” Hudson (9th 
week) (C-1,094-$3 30). Not big, 
but making some profit: getting 
around 29.000; more exnected, 

Outside Times Sa.—Littie—Snecial 

“Henry V.” Walter Hampden’s; 
final week. 

“The Play’s the Thina.” Empire; 
repeat; doing fair business. 

“Saturday's Children.” Vorrest; re- 


“Porgy” and “Good News” 
Boston’s Big Legits 


Boston, April 17. 

The Theatre Guild invasion of 
Boston and the outstanding suc- 
cess of “Porgy” at the Hollis were 
the features of the legit world in 
the Hub last week. Sales talks be- 
tween the acts of “Porgy” with a 
proposal to bring four Guild pro- 
ductions annually to Boston for a 
total of eight weeks, four in the fall 
and four in spring, brought good re- 
sults to the Guild. Returns on 
cards issued to audiences first week 
are reported to be sufficient to guar- 
antee productions in 
Boston. “Porgy” grossed $21,000, 
but three grand under capacity. 
Business was the highest in the 
Hollis of the season. 

Starting off slow, the one week 
revival of “Within the Law,” at the 
Shubert, exceeded expectations and 
$18,000 for the week. At the Plym- 
outh “Chicago” was expected to hit 
the high spots, but it didn’t quite 
click and only $12,500 first week. 
“Chicago” was prepared for at least 
a month, but business of week was 
followed with announcement of 
closing this Saturday. 

“And Howe,” musical comedy, 
still in process of construction, 
opened at .the Shubert Monday. 
“Just Fancy,” with only a very or- 
dinary run at the Wilbur, went to 
the storehouse last week. Final 
week’s gross was $12,500. Young 


“people would not take it in. Under- 


stood that some of the cast will go 
to “And Howe.” “The Silver 
Cord” opened Monday at Wilbur. 
“The Squall,” Blanche Yurka, is to 
follow “Chicago,” at Plymouth for 
two weeks and George Arliss in 
“The Merchant of Venice” comes 
to Plymouth’ May 8. 

Something has happened to “Hit 
the Deck” at the Tremont now in 
sixth week. Started off, the only 
musical comedy in town, at $34,000. 
Dropped this week to $23,000. “Good 
News,” at the Majestic, which fol- 
lowed “Hit the Deck” by a week, 
has grabbed off the musical money 
and got $29,000 last week. Has hov- 
ered around $30,000 all the way 
through, and still going strong. Un- 
derstood it expects to stay here for 
long run. 

“The King of Kings,” picture, on 
second visit to Boston, playing 
Colonial, grossed $10,000. Nothing 
in legit field announced to follow 
as yet. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“And Howe,” Shubert (ist 
week. “Within the Law,” revival, 
one-week stand with good results; 


$18,000. 
“The Silver Cord,” Wilbur (ist 
week). “Just Fancy” closed for 


good after four weeks of tough 
business; last gross $12,500. 


“Good News,” Majestic (5th 
week). Can’t be held down. Not 
name in cast remembered, but 


show wow. ._ Last week, $29,000. 
“Chicago,” Plymouth (2d week). 
Business fell off and show that was 
exnected to be another “Broadway” 
for house skidded down to $12,500. 
“Hit the Deck,” Tremont (6th 


week). Still holding up. Gross 
down to $23,000. 
“The King of Kings,” Colonial 


(picture) (2d week). Grossed $10,- 
000. 


“Porgy,” Hollis (24 and _ last 
week). First Theatre Guild produc- 
tion in city did excellent business, 
best in house this season; $21,000. 

Coming, “Merry Wives of Wind- 
sor,” Hollis, April 23; “The Squall,” 
Plymouth, April 23; George Arliss, 
“The Merchant of Venice,” Plym- 
outh, May 8. 


L. A. GROSSES 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Biz in the legits not so forte last 
week. “Scarlet Woman” going out 
at the Belasco in its sixth week led 
the town with $10,000. 

Cut rates and parties helped 
“Blossom Bride” at the Mason to 
about $8,100. ‘New Brooms,” open- 
ing at the El Capitan, in Hollywood, 
reported $6,000. That was about the 
figure, also, for the sixth week of 
“Excess Baggage” at the Playhouse 
(downtown). Hollywood Playhouse 
copped $3,000 for two opening per- 
formances of “From Hell Came a 
Lady.” 

“A Single Man,” with Edward 
Everett Horton, grossed $4,500 for 
the fi°th week at the Vine Street. 
“The Marquise,” first week at the 
Morosco, reported $4,400. 


light trade; goes out. after 
Wednesday. 
“Countess Maritza,” Century; re- 


peat; second and final week, 
“Twelve Thousand,” Garrick. 

“The Ivory Door,” Charles Hopkins; 
making good run in little theatre. 
“Ten Nights in a Barroom,” Wal- 

lacks. 
“Marriage on Approval,” Totten. 


Civic Repertotre; 14th street; rep- ‘ 


ertory. 

American Laboratory; repertory. 

“Him,” Provincetown; opens to- 
night (Wednesday). 

“The Father,” Eltinge: revival of 
Strindberg drama; opened Tues- 


Deat: second and final week. 

“The Outsider,” Ambassador; re- 
vival. 

“Beanar’s Opera.” 48th Street: re- 
vival; over $9,000 last week and 
four-week engarement may be 
extended. 

Harec.” Little: revival: 


day. 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, April 17. 

Legits had little cause for com- 
plaint last week. Attendance held 
up remarkably well after the Easter 
(Holy Week) vacation, with several 
attractions jumping slightly and 
others more than holding their own. 
For first time in weeks seven lIegits 
were operating, ranging from 
operetta to minstrels, 

“The Desert Song” continued to 
mop at the Curran, and Easter 
week was even a trifle better. <A 
new arrival was “Interference” at 
the Geary, where it started slowly 
but built. Little general appeal for 
this meller and at best probably 
only two or three weeks. 

Duffy attractions fared nicely, 
with “The Shannons of Broadway” 
departing after seven weeks, and 
replaced April 15 by “The Baby 
Cyclone.” At the Alcazar 
“Take My Advice” has clicked and 
looks like a substantial hit. 

“Appearances,” presented here by 
Jack Brehany, wound up four weeks 
at the Community Playhouse to 
satisfactory intake, Negotiations; 
are now on to move the production 
downtown, in the hope of drawing 
some of the regular theatre clientle. 
At the Capitol, Alabama Minstrels 
on two-week stay, with daily mats, 
and did as good as was expected. 
This is first negro minstrels to show 
here in three or four years and with 
30,000 sailors in town the business 
last half jumped materially. “Love 
a la Carte” finished at the Green 
street and will be replaced tonight 
by “The Married: Virgig@” brought 
back after its Los Angeles engage- 
ment. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran—"The Desert Song.” Vir- 
tually capacity at all performances. 
Fifth week close to $30,000, about 
town’s record. Will run for total of 
11 weeks, 

Geary—"Interference.” First week 
showed satisfactory and with favor- 
able notices looks good for two or 
three weeks. Last week around 
$9,000. 

Alcazar—“Take My Advice.” 
Lovks as though Henry Duffy has 
another winner in this one. Second 
week bettered $5,700. Pleasing im- 
mensely. 

Community Playhouse—“Appear- 
ances.” Fourth and final week of 
play written by former colored bell- 
boy. Sponsored by leading women’s 
organizations. Reached $5,500 on 
final week. Will probably move 
close to Market street in another 
week. 

President—“Shannons of Broad- 
way.” Wound up seven-week stay 
by getting $3,000. “Baby Cyclone” 
current. 

Capitol — “Alabama Minstrels.” 
Surprising how old-time colored 
minstrel show will arouse interest. 
Opening week satisfactory at $5,000. 
One more week. 

Green Street—“Love a la Carte.” 
Never clicked, though low overhead 
prevented any loss. Final week 
around $1,000. 


Stock’s Loss, $17,000 


New Orleans, April 17. 
_ After a season of 27 weeks the 
Saenger stock closes at the St. 
Charles April 21. 
The loss on the season was only 
$17,000. 


Divisibility Bill Hearing 
Washington, April 17. 

Legitimate managers, through Lee 
Shubert, have again reversed them- 
selves on the copyright divisibility 
bill, which measure has been favor- 
ably reported to the House by that 
body’s patents committee. At the 
request of Shubert a hearing has 
been granted for Friday, April 20. 

This is the second time the legit 
group has objected to this partic- 
ular bit of proposed legislation. It 
aims to enact.into law what every 
other faction interested claims to 
be the general trade practices as 
to the various “rights” under a 
copyright. 


Salvin’s Coast Cast 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Cast for the Sam Salvin produc- 
tion of “Good News” at the Mayan, 
opening May 22, includes Eddie Nel- 
son, Lester Cole, Jack Inglis, Art 
Roger, Billy Taft, George Gould, 
Margaret Breen, Marjorie Kane, 
Manon Byron, Helen Day and Max 
Yisher’s orchestra. 

Arthur Appell will stage dances. 
Caldwell B. Caldwell will manage 
the company and theatre, 


“Broadway” for Stock 


“Broadway” will be available as 
a stock release next month. 

rank O. Miller, of Co-National 
Plays, will handle the stock place- 
ments through an arrangement 
made this week between the play 
broker, Jed Harris, producer, and 
Philip Dunning and George Abboit, 


authors of “Broadway.” 


Easter Week Split 
in Philly for Grosses 


Philadelphia, April 17. 


Legit business took the expected — 


jump with three or four of the shows 
in town last week, but others failed 
to show gains. 

The most definite after-Lenten 
strength was exhibited by Irene Bor- 
doni’s’ “Paris,” at the Lyric. In 10th 
week it went up $5,000, registering 
about $18,000. That figure would ine 
dicate a possibility of “Paris” be- 
ing able to hang on here longer than 
the three weeks allotted. The Bor- 
doni vehicle may go to Boston be- 
fore closing for the summer. 

“And Howe,” the new Aarons & 
Freedley musical at the Chestnut, 
got a gain of between $5,000 and 
$6,000, giving $23,000 in its final 
week. Top was $3, not $2.50, as re- 
ported last week. “And Howe”™ 
might easily have been plugged for 
a Summer run here. 


Business at the Erlanger with the | 


Mask and Wig Club of the U of P 
was excellent but not up to the usual 
mark of this club’s offerings. Just 
tipped $30,000. Indications are that 


the total fortnight’s gross will be the | 
smallest the Mask and Wiggers have © 


had since they inaugurated the habit 
of two-week engagements. 

“The Desert Song,” in its fourth 
week at the Shubert, went to almost 
$28,000 and should be good for an- 
other month in town. There is talk 
of moving it down to the Chestnut 
about May 7 if it shows strength 
enough at that time to warrant @ 
continuation. 

“Babes in the Wood,” a comedy 
try-out at the Garrick, won fair no- 
tices, and did better than this the- 
atre’s two preceeding attractions, 
but that is not saying much. Gross 
reported at $6,500. 

This week’s two openings were 


“Jimmie’s Women” at the Broad, and 


Sir Harry Lauder at the Chestnut. 
The former is in for two weeks with 
a possibility of a third, and Lauder 
is playing a single week after which 
he leaves for the other side. 

Next Monday will find four open- 
ings, Galsworthy’s “Escape,” at the 
Walnut, for fortnight; “Rio Rita” 
returns, this time to the Erlanger 
(also reported for two weeks only); 
“Oh, Kay,” headed by Julia Sander- 
son, opens at the Chestnut, and the 
film, “Uncle Tom's Cabin,” at the 
Garrick. 

At present there are no bookings 
for April 30, but May promises un- 
usually active. Eva Le Gallienne 
comes into the Broad May 7 for two 
weeks. Walter Hampden comes in 
on the same date, probably to the 
Lyric, and May 14 the Theatre Guild 
will bring “Porgy” to the Garrick 
for two or three weeks, possibly 
longer. 


The date now set for the opening - 


of the Shuberts’ New Forrest is 

April 30, with “The Red Robe’ 

named as the first attraction. 
Estimates for Last Week 


“Jimm'e’s Women” (Broad, ist 
week). Farce, in for two weeks, 
with possibility of a third. 

“The Desert Song” (Shubert, 5th 
week). Operetta rebounded to $28,< 
000 and should be good for another 
month here. 

“Babes in the Wood” (Garrick, 2d 
week). Last week for try-out com- 
edy, which was fair last week with 
little over $6,000. “Uncle Tom's 
Cabin” (film) next Monday. 

Sir Harry Lauder (Chestnut, one 
week only). Scotch comedian in for 
single week. “And Howe” got well 
over $23.000 last week, gain of al- 
most $6,000. 

“The Squall” (Walnut, 3d week). 
Spanish melodrama not so hot here, 


Last week only about $7,000. “Ese 
cape” next week. 
“Paris” (Lyric, 5th week). Ninth 


week in Philly, Irene Bordont's show 
went up $5,000 to about $18,500, not 
far under original pace at Adelphi, 

“The Road to Rome” (Adelphi, 5th 
week). Off last two weeks, but off- 
set that last week by two extra 
matinees of “Paolo and Francesca.” 
which drew capacity houses and 
about $4,500 on two performances, 
Total, including that, around $17,- 
500. 

“Tarantella” (Erlanger, 2d week). 
Mask and Wig show did-good busi- 
ness but not up to that of last few 
years. May have grazed $30,000. 
“Rio Rita” next Monday. 


Picture House Still Hurts 


Minneapolis, April 17. 

Legitimate houses here haven't 
ceased yet feeling the effects of the 
new 4,100-seat Minnesota theatre's 
competition. Business off 
again last week. 

An exception was Tyler's all-star 
“Diplomacy,” which brought nearly 
$11,500 into the Metropolitan for 
three performances. This is nearly 
as much as “Trelawney of the 
Wells,” another Tyler all-star offer-« 
ing, did last season. 

“Rain” was repeated by the Bain- 
bridge stock. Around $4,500. Fair, 
considering play’s third local pre- 
sentation. Weather bad and oppo- 
sition tough. 

The McCall Bridge Players got 
only around $4,000 with their mu- 
Sical tabloid at the Palace. “Bright 
Eyes,” at the Gavety, hit around 
$3,500, rather poor for this Mutual 
wheel house. 


was 


starte 


only 
inees 
the 1: 
Vand 
to ei; 
with 
which 
best r 
with 
over 
with 
went 
one 
about 
to the 
Was “ 
hattar 
000; 
with 
the A 
ly La 
about 
slight! 
soon; 
due o1 
failed 
drop, | 


Air,” 

Waldo 
the Bi 
dark; 

leaves 
“The C 
sent A 
field (1 
and ‘] 
be off 
“Marcl 
tonight 
while 
Saturd 
Childre 
and ‘'} 
the Jat 


Two 
the br 
couple 
agenci 

(Alvin) 
(A polle 
(Belas« 


(Lyric) 
(Masqui 
lictt), 


Ea 
| a 
| | Brod 
inees 
| 4 abo 
bette 
The 
pear 
{ 
i in da 
week 
fres 
. nigh 
for 
| “For 
| “G 
well 
thous 
arou 
the | 
: gross 
hous 
“Vol 
«$16, 
scrip 
did 
form: 
thou 
ise. 
H gage 
best 
Child 
week: 
Marit 

| 

| | “Th 
| pected 
| Fathe 

$18,006 

Mary 

ters” 
| | | 000; 
“Paris 
| | | gaze” 
Silver 
Frienc 
f } Broad 
| | Royal 
000, a 
| | | | | 
| 
bert la 
| | ha vior 
| Carrol 
| | 
| | | 
| 
; ti‘ | | | 
| 
| | I 
| | 
| | 
| | } 
46th § 
| | 4 M. Co 
| Miller's 
| | “Burles 
H 
| | (Selwy 
(Shube 
{ | 4, (Vande 
lage 
| 2 Show 
| 
ne? 
} | 


, (Alvin), 


Wednesday, April 18, 1928 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 49 


FLOPS CONTINUE LINE 
LEGIT WHIRLWIND 


Easter Week About Normal in Business Way—Musi- 


- cals Keep Ahead—3 


New Ones Have Chance 


Easter week was not so forte on 
Broadway. Even with extra mat- 
jnees, many grosses were little 
above normal and some were no 
better than the final Lenten week. 
The leaders, of course, cleaned up, 
principally the musicals, which ap- 

ar to overshadow the dramas. 

Three likely money shows came 
in last week, for a change, but this 
week reverted to the deadly grind of 
fresh flops—three in a row Monday 
night alone. They were “A Lady 
for a Night,” “The Breaks” and 
“Forbidden Roads.” 

“Greenwich Village Follies” started 
well at the Winter Garden. Al- 
though not selling out, it was rated 
around $45,000. “Diamond Lil,” at 
the Royale, leaped to capacity and 
grossed $16,000, the best money the 
house has drawn with a drama. 
“Volpone,” newest Guild show, got 
$16,000, capacity considering sub- 
scriptions. “Bottled,” at the Booth, 
did not start well. In seven per- 
formances it got about $3,500, al- 
though the notices indicated prom- 
ise. None of the four repeat en- 
gagements got money, “The Merry 
Malsnes” of that group being easily 
best with about $17,500; “Saturday's 


Children” came in for enly two 
weeks, same going for “Countess 
Maritza,” while “The Outsider” 
started nothing either. 

Musicals 


“The Connecticut Yankee,” the 
only attraction to play daily mat- 
inees last week, went over $32,900 in 
the 12 performances, record for the 
Vanderbilt; “Show Boat,” holding 
to eight times, again got $53,500, 
with “Rosalie” next at $47,500, 
which was slightly better than the 
best mark to date; “Rain or Shine,” 
with two extra matinces, grossed 
over $45,000; “Three Musketeers,” 
with the top scale pushed back, 
went to $45,000; “Good News,” with 
one extra matinee, improved to 
about $40,000. There is quite a gap 
to the next musical in line, which 
was “Funny Face,” $31,500; ‘Man- 
hattan Mary” did not pick up, $29,- 
000; “Five O’Clock Girl,” $27,000, 
with the balance trailing—‘“Take 
the Air,” “Sunny Days” and “Love- 
ly Lady,” $16,000; “My Maryland,” 
about the same; “Golden Dawn,” 
slightly more, but due to close 
soon; ‘‘The Madcap,” $12,500 and 
due out soon, too; “Keep Shufflin’” 
failed to recover from Holy week 
drop, $7,500. 

Dramas 

“The Royal Family,” with one 
extra matinee, got $24,000, but ex- 
pected a bit more; “The Bachelor 


Father,” over $20,000; “Coquette,” 
$18,000 in nine times; “Trial of 
Mary Dugan,” $18,000; “Our Bet- 


ters” and “The Silent House,” $17,- 
000; “Strange Interlude,” $16,000; 
“Paris Bound,” $15,000; “Burlesque,” 
slipped to $13,000; “Excess Bag- 
gage” and “Dracula,” $11,000; “The 
Silver Fox,” $9,500; “Whispering 
Friends,” $9,000; “Shannons_ of 
Broadway,” $8,000; same for “The 
Royal Family”; “Interference,” $11,- 
000, and so forth. 
in and Out 

“The Furies” closed at the Shu- 
bert last Saturday; so did “The Be- 
havior of Mrs, Crane” at the Earl 
Carroll, which now has “Take the 
Air,” which moved over from the 
Waldorf; “And So to Bed" ‘eaves 
the Bijou, which will probably go 
dark; “The Command to Love” 
leaves the Longacre, which gets 
“The Golden Age” next week; “Pre- 
sent Arms” will relight the Mans- 
field (now Lew Fields) at that time, 
and “The Waltz of the Dogs” will 
be offered at the Cherry Lane. 
“March Hares” will be withdrawn 
tonight (Wednesday) at the Littie, 
while “Maritza” ieaves the Century 
Saturday, at which time “Saturday’s 
Children” departs from the Forrest 
and “Henry V” leaves Hampden's, 
the latter three theatres going dark. 

Premium Tickets 

Two shows were dronpped from 
the buys list, but an additional 
couple were added, the total in the 
agencies being 18: “Funny Face” 
“Manhattan Mary” 
(Apollo), “The Bachelor Father” 
(Belasco), “Good News” (Chanins 
46th St.), “Rain or Shine” (George 
M. Cohan), “Our Betters’” (Henry 
Miller’s), “The Three Musketeers” 
(Lyric), Searlet Fsx” 
(Masque), “Coquette” (Maxine EIl- 
liett), “The Silent House’ (Mor- 
Osco), “Rosalie’ (New Amsterdam), 
“Burlesque” (Plymouth), “Diamond 
Lil” (Royale), “The Royal Family” 
(Selwyn), “The Five O'Clock Girl’ 
(Shubert), “A Connecticut Yankee” 
(Vanderbilt), “The Greenwich Vil- 


lage Follies’ (Winter Garden), 
Show Boat” (Ziegfeld). 
Cut Rates 


There were 32 attractions listed 


mM cut rates early this week. In- 


eluded were Monday’s three open- 
ings; 


“My Maryland” (Jolson), 


“Take the Air’ (Carroll), “Lovely 
Lady” (Harris), “The Madcap” 
(Casino), “Sunny Days” (Imperial), 
“Keep Shufflin’” (Daly’s), “Golden 
Dawn” (Hammerstein’s), “The Beg- 
gars Opera” (48th St.), “The Five 
O'Clock Girl” (Shubert), “The 
Shannons of Broadway” (Martin 
Beck), “The Ivory Door’ (Hopkins), 
“The Queen’s Husband” (Play- 
house), “Whispering Friends” (Hud- 


son), “Command to Love” (Long- 
acre), “Excess Baggage” (Ritz), 


“Twelve Thousand” (Garrick), “And 
So to Bed” (Bijou), “The Play’s the 
Thing’ (Empire), “March Hares” 
(Little), “Bottled” (Booth), “Mar- 
riage on Approval” (Edyth Totten), 
“Interference” (Lyceum), “The Mys- 


tery Man” (Bayes), “Dracula” 
(Fulton), “Ten Nights in a Bar 
Room” (Wallack), “The Outsider” 


(Lionel Atwill), “Saturday’s Chil- 
dren” (Forrest), “Lady for a Night” 
(49th St.), “Forbidden Fruit” (Lib- 
erty), “The Breaks” (Klaw), “The 
Merry Malones” (Erlanger), “Coun- 
tess Maritza” (Century). 


Shuberts’ “Music Box” 
Title and Other Musical 


The Shuberts, in addition to pur- 
chasing the “Greenwich Village 
Follies” title, have acquired the titu- 
lar rights to the “Music Box Re- 
vue.” The Shuberts will do that 
revue early next season, 

Three other forthcoming Shubert 
musicals are a Maurice Yvain 
French musical, “A Good Boy;” an- 
other of the Shubert nights revues, 
tentatively “A Night in Venice” 
(formerly “Persia”) and “Well! 
Well! Well!” the Nat and Max Lief 
adaptation of Montagu Glass and 
Jules Eckert Goodman’s story. 

The Liefs, who did the lyrics for 
the “G. V. Follies,” are also slated 
for the other productions, 


Stage “Racket” People 


Lose Film Chances 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

The late arrival of the New York 
cast now playing “The Racket” 
here prevented many of its mem- 
bers from’ getting film jobs in 
Howard Hughes’ screen version of 
the play. 

Production of this picture had 
been going on for two weeks when 
the cast arrived. They managed to 
find a part for G. Pat Co!lins as 
the copper who gets bumped off in 
the play. It is believed Collins will 
also act as technical advisor for 
the picture while he is on the sect, 
alternating his picture work with 
that of the stage. 


Dempsey’s Fight Play 

Al Lewis and Crosby Gaige are 
producing a play called “The Big 
Fight,’ written by Max Marcin and 
Milton Gropper. Jack Dempsey 
may play the leading role and Be- 
lasco will supervise the production 
and personally coach Dempsey. 

Dempsey appears in the first act 
and in one scene in the second act 
will box for three rounds. Demp- 
sey’s antagonist has not been cast 


as yet. 
The play is set to open at the 
Majestic Theatre probably within 


four weeks. 


“Shufflin” at Eltinge 


“Just Shufflin,’” the colored show 
at the 63rd Street, where it opened, 
may move to the Eltinge on 42nd 
street next week. If taking the 
shift the Eltinge will be scaled at 


$2.75 top for the show, with a pos- 
sible gross of $23,900, 
At the 63rd Street at $3.30, the 


gross siaried off around $13,000, but 
declined of late to around $10,000, 
suggesting the move and the lower 
price, 


VOLUNTARY CLOSING 
Minneapolis, April 17. 

The Snelling Tavern, one of the 
leading Twin City night clubs, haz 
agreed to close voluntarily for six 
months to satisfy the federal pro- 
hibition department. 

When it reopens, it also promises, 
it will close sharply at midnight. In 
return, the feds have agreed to drop 
padlock proceedings against thi 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Playing at Love” (Theatre 
Guild), 
“The Money Lender" (Ned 
Jacobs). 
“Hurry, 
Cohan), 
“Black Sheep” (Raymont 
Prod.). 
“The Fox” (Marlaw Prod.). 
‘Night Life” (Seymour Prod.). 


. 8 SHOWS OUT 


Eight attractions on Broadway’s 
closing lst include two revivals and 
two repeat engagements. 

Of the latter, “Saturday’s Chil- 
dren,” brought in for two weeks at 
the Forrest, will depart Saturday. 
and “Countess Maritza,” booked for 
a similar period at the Century, also 
goes. “Henry V,” at the Hampden’s. 
will wind up this Saturday, while 
“March Hares,” revived the 
Little, gives in tonight (Wednes- 
day) after a two weeks’ try, but 
goes upstate. 

“And So to Bed” closes at the 
Bijou after playing 24 weeks tc 
moderate although probably profit- 
able business. It opened at the 
Shubert and moved to the Harris 


Kane” (George M. 


AND SO TO BED. 
Opened Nov. 9. Moderate 

predictions were the rule. 
Variety (Land) said: “pretty 
fair entertainment. ... should 

click moderately.” 


before coming to the Bijou. Busi- 
ness ranged from $7,000 to $9,000. 
A lay-off Holy Week appears to 
have broken the pace, since it was 
decided to withdraw after a slant 
at Easter trade. 

“The Behavior of Mrs, Crane,” in- 
dependently presented, stopped at 
the Earl Carroll Saturday, after 


BEHAVIOR OF MRS. CRANE 


Opened March Dale 
said: “at about 
0 o’clock you didn’t care a 
continental how Mrs. Crane be- 
haved.” Anderson (“Journal’’) 
said: “starts off on stilts and 
ends on a banana peel.” 

Variety (Abel) wrote: “In- 
tended as a smart trade pro- 
duction, this cne hasn’t much 
of a chance cither with the Le- 
blangers or the carriage trade.” j 


playing four weeks, three of which 
were at Erlanger’s. Slim trade with 
the cast co-operative last week. 
“The Furies,’ presented by John 
Turek at the Shubert, stopped 
Saturday, playing six weeks. Busi- 
ness claimed around $11,000, about 


THE FURIES 
Opened March 7. Anderson 
“Journal”) and Mantle 

were non-committal. 
Atkinson (“Times”) dubbed it 
“excessively maudlin.” Wooll- 
cott (“World”) praised, “gra- 
cious and glamorous produc- 
tion.” 


an even break, and with agency 
support withdrawn it was decided 
not to move, as intended. 


“The Command to Love,” pre- 


sented by W. A. Brady, Jr., and 
Dwight Wiman, will take to the 


road from the Longacre after 31 


weeks, virtually a season’s engage- 
ment. It was one of the season’s 
earlier hits, averaging over $22,000 
for several months. It dipped after 
the holidays, but made money until 
lately, when gross slipped down to 
$10,000. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


James G. Peede, former manager 
for Guy Bates Post, and Isabel 
Stephen have formed a _ publicity 
partnership, 

Clarence Willits ahead Leon 
Friedman, back, with “Rio Rita.” 

It was erroneously reported Mil- 
ton Raison had succeeded Bernard 
Sobe] as general press representa- 
tive for the Flo Ziegfeld shows. No 
one knows what will become 
taison and no one cares, 

Frank Lee, co-manager “Bottled” 
(Booth), 

Clarence Willetta, manager; Stu- 
art Robeson, assistant, Leon Freed- 


man ahead, “Rio Rita” (Philadel- 
phia). 
Ray Payton, co-manager “Her 


Unborn Child.” 


| Sam Goldwyn, 


tb Albert Beckerman, manager “The 
! Scarlet Fox.” 


press azenting 
will be assisted 


Lynn Farnol, 


establishment for the alleged serv- | Jack Iseburg, Arthur Kobher’s for- 
ing of set-ups. 


mer assistunt. 


of | 


jor 
; 
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ELECTION HURT, 


WEATHER HELPS 


CHI; DOWLING SHOWS, $38,000 


“News” and “Baggage” 


Still Out Front—“She 


Stoops” to $27,000—“Desert Song” Out May 5 


Chicago, April 17, 

No outstanding attraction among 
the six new openings of Laster 
week. While not smashing, “sSide- 
walks of New York” appeared the 
most auspicious. The Woods new 
show went without the first string 
critics reviews until the week-end. 
Activity indicated an improvement 
will be made over the $20,000 
reached the first week. 

“She Stoops to Cunquer,” soaring 
because of a high scale, was far 
from the thunderous demand on 
“Diplomacy.” “The Great Necker” 
fell by the wayside. It’s doubtful if 
the Harris show will jump to sat- 
isfactory figures. “Four Walls” 
opened to a private sellout, but the 
call for the balance of the first week 
does not augur a successful local 
stay. “Chauve-Souris” will only 
check-off moderate business at the 
Olympie on its limited two weeks’ 
stay. 

Effects from the hot election were 
noticeable the first half of the week. 
Loop streets were deserted ‘Tuesday 
night. Populace evidently felt the 
Thompson defeat before hand, and 
when there is no Thompson victory 
there’s no celebration. 

“She’s My Baby” has anchored as 
a jocal hit. This has been a dem- 
onstration of a moderately liked 
show worked up into a hit because 
of the popularity of the star, “Baby” 
will far outdo the average gross for 
its Broadway nine weeks while at 
the Illinois. “Ifoneymoon Lane” 
picked up extra coin at the Erlanger 
but was outdone by the other 
Dowling piece. 

After the tumult of the Jolson en- 
gagement, the Four Cohans slowed 
up for “Artists and Models.” An- 
other big play is being made on 
nudity and “Models” will keep over 
the $30,000 mark for a run, 

Nothing interrupted the respec- 
tive pace-makers, “Good News” 
and “Excess Baggage.” With the 
Thursday matinee now a _ sellout, 
the Selwyn hit reels off full capac- 
ity with a hurricane demand for 
Seats the moment they are placed 
on sale for succeeding weeks, “Bag- 


gage” increased at the Garrick, 
making sure the average $15,000 
forecasted for the first 10 weeks. 


Exceptionally high business for this 
play. Another decision to hold in 
“Desert Song” until May 5 was 
made since it is proving easy to 
keep above $20,000. This has been 
a whale of an engagement for the 
sreat Northern, 

Of the two new shows this week 
“Baby Cyclone” indicates sticking. 
“Bly-By-Night” has no advance 
sale at the Cort. 

Weather breaks were with the 
theatres on the opening of the base- 
ball season. Snow greeted the fans 
Saturday, making heavy matinee 
and night trade. 

With Jolson’s exit the spec situa- 
tion became normal, full attention 
being given “Good News” and only 
spotty sales directed elsewhere. 
Hotels are doing a healthy business 
with the Hlinois and, as customary, 
for a $4.40 show at the Blackstone, 
society of the town made “She 
Stoops to Conquer” quite an affair 
for the premium workers. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Fly-by-Night” (Cort, Ist week). 
New one brought no advance sale 
but drew the customary satisfactory 


Sunday opening gross; “Wooden 
Kimono” averaged between $7,000 
and $8,000 weekly during the 106 
weck’s stay. 

“She’s My Baby” (Illinois, 4th 
week). Looks as if it will do 10 
splendid weeks; timely press work 
keeps star out front Jor local im- 


portance; approached $24,000. 
“Honeymoon Lane” (Erlanger, 4th 


week). Increased call, managing to 
hit $18,000; best week of engage- 
ment. 


“Sidewalks of New York” (Woods, 
2d week). Without help froin news- 
paper reviews, which didn’t come 
luntil week end, held $20,000 atmos- 
phere with good plugging. 

“Good News” (Selwyn, 9th week). 


lepetition of previous weeks; solid 
| sellouts and powerful call three 
weeks ahead; $28,109. 
| “American Opera” (Studebaker, 


Holding even at around 


week). 
of space in music 


| $12,000; plenty 
| columns, 

“Excess Baggage” 
j week). Slight increases to practi- 
cally guarantee average gross of 
$15,000 on first 10 weeks; big profit 
both ends. 

“Baby Cyclone” (Blackstone, 1st 
!week). Is in line for some sood 
‘trade: “She Stoops to Conquer” 
) Went close to £27,600 at $4.40 for 
|; Single week: opering not too good, 


j but picked up and closed high, 


(Garrick, &th 


inoks ag if everybody happy with 
$28,000 at $2.75; variation in grosses 


“Straight Thru the Door” (Prin- 
jeess, 6th week). moderate but 
th | 


specia} 
tickets. 
“rour Walls” (Adelphi, 24 week). 
Opening a private sellout; nothing 
Spirited about balance of sales; 
probably stopped at $13,000. 


priced parties and 


“The Great Necker” (Harris, 2a 
week), Not in the cards for satis- 


factory coin; 
dubious, 

“Chauve-Souris” (Olympic, 2a ana 
final week). Small clientele, but 
drew all crities except one for the 
opening in preference to all others; 
picked to do between $24,000 and 
$28,000 -Or two weeks’ engagement, 

“Artists and Models” (Four Co- 
hans, 2d week). Rexistered capacity 
opening with special 16 girl dancers 
slowing up pre- 
Mere; set to draw spotty gruss 
$31,000 first week.) 

“Desert Song” 


under $10,000, with 


(Great Northern 
33d week), Manages to keep above 
$20,000. Again decided to add more 
weeks; final date May 5. 


Suing for $77,500 Rent 
Deposit for Yiddish Art 


The Louis N. Jaffe Art Theatre 
Corp., owners of the Maurice 
Schwartz Yiddish Art Playhouse on 
12th street and 24 avenue, New 
York, leased the house to the Am- 
board Theatre Corp. (Morris Lif- 
schitz, president) for a term of 
years expiring 1947 at annual ren- 
tals of $65,000 to 1936, and $75,500 
a year until 1947. 

To insure the rent, the Amboard 
Company was to have posted $100,- 
000 security money, of which $77,500 
was so deposited and compromised 
upon, 

The Amboard Co. now sues the 
Jaffe Corporation for a writ to pro- 
tect the $77,500 now on deposit on 
the allegation that the property is 
so encumbered by mortgages to- 
taling $550,000 that it is fearcd Am- 
board might not be able to colleet 
its $77,500 when falling due, or that 
a judgment might be invalid be- 
cause of prior mortgages. Amboard 
also alleges Jaffe Corp, mingled the 
deposit money with its own funds 
instead of depositing it in separate 
accounts or investing it in securi- 
ties. 

The Yiddish Art Theatre has been 
a flop almost from the start, or if 
not an actual financial loser the arty 
policy has failed to click as was 
anticipated, When Maurice Schwartz 
was at the former Yiddish Art in 
the Madison Square Garden struc- 
ture prior to its razing he did well, 
prompting Jaffe, an attorney, to 
build a theatre for the Yiddish stage 
star. 

The Shuberts are now negotiating 
for a Yiddish stock on Broadway 
with Schwartz at the helm. 


Tent Men Quit Equity 


Chicago, April 17. 


At its recent meeting in Kansas 


City the Tent Reportoire Mana- 
cers’ Protective Association voted 


to discard the by-law requiring an 
Ecuity form of contract. 

This is considered a concession to 
who have pro- 
affiliation with 


radical members 
! tested 


| Equity. 


against 


Stage Mgr. Now Acting 


Los Angeles, April 17. 
Joseph Marievsky, former stage 
manager with “Chauve Souris,” be- 
comes a picture actor. He has a 
part in “The Woman Disputed,” 
starring Norma Talmadge for United 
Artists, Henry King directing. 


. 
“Tiger” Not Rehearsing 
Zehearsals of “The Tiger's Back” 
were suspended last week through 


Equity intervention when Vincent 
Vaientini, producer, failed to post 
bond, 

Valentini cluims bond will be 
posted this week and rehearsals re- 


sumed, 


New Show Writers 


Horace Liveright has Edward 
EFliseu and Eugene Burton, newe 
;comers as lyric writers and come 
| posers, for the score of “The Dage 
iger and the Rose,” mousicolization 
of “The Firebrand.” 
| Isabel Leighton and Frances Fade 


wards Furazoh are doing the book, 
The musicwl is slated for rehearse 


;al in Arg 
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-be tried 


VARIETY 


~— 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, April 18, 


Defense Gets Worst of 
“Captive” Trial in L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 17 
With the trial of Edward Row- 


land and <A. Leslie Pearce, pre- 
ducers of “The Captive,” drawing to 
a close in Municipal Judge Pope's 


court, the cause is expected to go to 
the jury by temorrow (Wednesday). 
Rowland and Pearce are charged 
with presenting a lewd and indecent 
performance at the Mayan theatre. 

So far, the proceedings have been 
marked with heated arguments be- 
tween the prosecution and defense, 
with the latter getting none the 
best of it from the court. Some of 
the questions raised by the pro- 
ducers’ attorneys in examining wit- 
nesses were repeatedly objected to 


by the presecutor, and the judge 
sustained the prosecution as many 
times. 
The city rested its case against 
the play after it had called to the 
stand members of the police vice 
squad who raided the show, and 
several civic and church people. 


Two clubwomen testified they had 


’ witnessed the first performance of 


“The Captive” at the invitation of 
the local “Examiner,” published by 
W. R. Hearst. Both. admitted they 
did not remember all they had heard, 
but one declared she had heard no 


obscene lunguage used, nor was the 


cast in any. way offensive. 

_Among others called by the prose- 
cution were a clergyman and an 
“Examiner” reporter. At. one time 
the defense attorney moved to take 
the case out of the hands of the 
jury and to have the case dismissed. 
The judge denied the motion. 

The defense opened its side by 
calling several professional people, 
including a doctor and two lawyers. 
Their testimony was all favorable to 
the show, but at no time were they 
permitted to voice an opinion. Mem- 
bers of the cast who were arrested 
on three separate charges will not 
until the producers’ case is 
disposed of. During sessions of the 
trial] all week the courtroom was 
filled with curious spectators, most 
of whom showed by expression they 
couldn't figure out What it was all 
about. 


Would Close Shocker 
When Blind Pigs Shut 


Chicago, April 17. 

A new play by Fritz Blocki, drama 
editor of the “Chicago American,” 
proved sufficiently startling to rock 
the moral foundations of Waukegan, 
Ill. 

It's titled “Loving Daughters,” 
and had its world premiere at the 
National, small south side stock 
house. Blocki leased his brain child 
to Horace Sistare, manager of the 
Majestic in Waukegan, for produc- 
tion there. The morning after open- 
ing found Waukegan clubwomen 
in a sudden uproar against alleged 
Shocking naughtiness of the piece. 
They demanded to have the show 
stopped immediately, 

Sistare lost no time in starting 
an opposition campaign. In large 
ads in local papers he delivered the 
following ultimatum: 

“Close Blind Pigs! Close ‘Loving 
Daughters!" But you can't close 
‘Loving Daughters’ until you have 
closed the blind pigs!” 

Entranee of the prohibition angle 
temporarily left the clubwomen in 
a daze. In the meantime “Loving 
Daug! week. 


finished the 


mers 


Wagner’s Stocks 


Buffalo, April 18. 
The Charlies Wagner stock wili 
open at the Erlanger May 7, simul- | 
taneously with the opening of simi- 
lar Wagner stocks in Rochester and | 
Toronto. 
Daniel Frawiey will direct. 


Top scaled at $1.50 


P. Flesing to Europe 


Arthur Kober, Clara Weiss, Bela 
Rlau and Howard Benedict lead the 
advance guard of a predicted whole- 
sale exodus of high hat press agents 
to Europe for the summer. 

All are publicists to the legitimate 
drama. 

Picture press agents complain of 
their inability to get a week-end off. 


COCHRAN’S REVUE IN FALL 
Cc. B. Cochran's revue, “This Year 
of Grace,” highly lauded revue at 
the London Pavilion, is promised 


for Broadway in the fall. Arch a spring “The Man With the Red Hair,” 
Selwyn bas secured the American tryout. iby A. Hi, Woods, with the piece now 
rights and it is slated for the Sel- Brock Pemberton announces four;casting and due for rehearsals in 
wyn theatre in October. plays fer the autumn: “CGoin';two weeks. It is current in London. 
“Grace” was written in entirety |Home,” by Ransom Rideout, Drama | Woods will send out seven road 
by Noel Coward, his first full revue | League prize play; “The Ledge,” by |companies of “The Trial of Mary 

efiort. Paul Osborn; “With Headlines” J}Dugan” next season. 


Future Plays 


James C. Peede, general man- 
ager for Guy Bates Post, is ,to 
branch out as a leit producer on 
his own. Peede will sponsor pro- 


musical, which is due to steer into 
iduction of “The Girt From Childs,” 
a New York house, opening “cold” 
April 23. 


Dramatic Item 


Willie Riley, former man- 
ager of legit shows, has given 
up the road through its chang- 
ing conditions and will man- 
age the newsstand in the 
Hotel Flanders which he re- 


“The Golden 
Lonergan 
went into 
Tuerk sponsoring. 
in and out of town April 23. 
includes Charles Bickford, 
Marion, Warren Williams, 
Abel, David Landau, Leila 
and Dianthia Patterson. 

“The Front Page” has been defi- 
nitely set as title fgr the newspaper 
comedy by Charles McArthur and 
Ben Hecht. which Jed Harris will 
produce in a tryout next month and 
shelve until next season, 

“The Skull,” which Lew Cantor 
is producing, gets under way at the 
Bronx opera house, New York, next 
week. Cast includes Sydney Riggs, 
Allan Davis, Harry Nelson, William 
Evans, C. W. Van Voorhis, Reginald 
Carrington, Winifred Barry, Carola 
Parson and Camilla Crume, 

“The Kiss Miss,” tentative title, 
is the label of a summer musical 
due for Chicago. The book and 
lyrics are by George Stoddard and 


by Lester | 
and Chariton Andrews, 
rehearsal with John 
The piece bows | 
Cast | 
George 
Walter 
Frost 


Age.” 


Frederick “Herendeen, with the 
score by Jay Gorney. 
“Beat Your Child,” comedy, by 


Harry 
given.a stock test by Charles Wag- 
ner'‘in his stock at Rochester, N. Y., 
next month, preliminary to repro- 
ducing it as a legit production for 
next season. 


“This Madness,” authored by 
Thomas Boyd and William A. 
Green. Rehearsals start immediate- 
ly and the cast includes Harry 
Bannister, Isabelle Dawn, Viola 
Frayne, Hugh Thompson, Jay 
Hannah, Joseph Baird and Lon 
Carter. 

Robert Milton will sponsor a 
musical version of “Scrambled 
Wives.” The piece is casting, and. 


scheduled for out of town late in 
April. 

“An Old Man's Darling,” by James 
Forbes, has been obtained for pro- 
duc on by Rosalie Stewart. May 
be given a summer tryout. and 
sheived until next season. 


“The Shot Gun Wedding,” by’ 
Owen Davis, is next on William 
Harris, Jr.'s production list for 
spring tryout and camphor until 


next season. 

Arthur J. Lamb is taking another 
flier with “Why Widows Worry,” 
comedy by Howard Daring, due for 
rehearsal next week with Joseph C. 
Smith staging. 

“A Bad Penny,” by William An- 
thony McGuire, will be given a late 
summer tryout by Albert Lewis. 

“Tampico,” dramatization of the 
novel of same title, is listed as A. 
L. Jones and Morris Green's next. 
It is casting. 

“The Fox" goes into rehearsal 
next week under direction of War- 
ren Lawrence. Marlaw Productions 
is producing, having taken the 
piece over frpm Anna Held, Jr. 

“Black Sheep” sent into rehearsal 
this week by Raymont Productions. 

“The Dam Family,” by William 
Riccardi and George Salvatore, will 
reach production shortly with Ric- 
cardi figuring as producer. The 
piece is now being cast, 

“Pickwick,” which played Broad- 


Reilly. Otis Skiuner is reported 
having been offered the name role 
and would be starred. 


| 


| “Upheaval,” a play written by 


i Daniel Rubin, secured by Clarke 
| Painter, has been put off in produc- 
tion from the spring until early 
fall. 

The production unit of J. Henry 
Lee will produce “Down Easters,” 
fauthored by H. A. Archibald. Carol 


| Daly will direct and Fay 
Will have the leading 
sils start immediately 
spring try out. 

“The Marriage Revolt,” by Law- 
rence Langer, will reach production 
next season via Rockmore & Mac- 
Gowan. The piece at one time was 
mentioned as a Theatre Guild possi- 
bility. 

“Girl Trouble,” comedy, by Rarry 
Connors, has been obtained for pro- 
duction by Richard Herndon. The 
|piece is now casting and goes into 
rehearsal in two weeks for 


Courenay 
Rehear- 
an early 


role. 
for 


Wagstaffe Gribble, will be 


1 Mountain States 


way at the Empire and Selwyn 
earlier in the season, will be sent | 
to the road in the fall by Frank C. | 


cently purchased, 
4 


-CARLTON’S BIG JUDGMENT 


Against and for $282,111 
—Producer Out of Show Business 


Carle Carlton's retirement from 
show business as producer for three 
years is explained by the manager's 
judgment for $282,111 against G. 
Maurice Hecksher, son of the mil- 
lionaire philanthropist, August 
Hecksher, and husband of Luella 
Gear, musical comedy star. 

Carlton states that in considera- 
tion for his abandoning of his the- 
atrical enterprises and taking 
charge of two Hecksher realty de- 
velopments at Shaker Lake, Osceola 
County, and Okeechobee, Okeecho- 
bee County, both in Florida, Heck- 
sher was to have given him 25 per 
cent of the stock guaranteed in 
value at $250,000, or its cash equiv- 
alent. 

Carlton's total claim was $251,000, 
including some moneys advanced 
for expenses, the judgment totaling 
$282,111 with interest. 
Judgment went by default. 


TREVOR FOUND INSANE 


H. B. Warner Placing Friend in 
Private Sanatorium 


Los Angeles, Aprii 17. 

Norman Trevor was found insane 
by the Lunacy Commission and re- 
leased on parole on condition he be 
placed in a private sanitarium. 

H. B. Warner, life-long friend of 
the actor, who filed the complaint, 
was named his guardian. 

According to alienists, Trevor is 
suffering from delusions of grandeur 
and wealth. 

Warner, testifying before Judge 
T. C. Gould, told of Trevor’s sudden 
outburst recently during which he 
wrote chec! s amounting to several 
thousand dollars without having a 
penny in the bank. Warner at first 
thought that Trevor was merely ec- 
centric but becoming convinced of 
his condition, felt he should be 
curbed. 

Trevor will be placed in the St. 
Erne Sanitarium, near Culver City 
and Warner will look out for him. 


Mormon Theatre Passes 


Salt Lake, April 17. 

The old pioneer Salt Lake theatre 
is doomed. House, built in 1862 by 
3righam Young and always owned 
by the Mormon church, has been 
sold to F. H. Reid, president of the 
Tel. & Tel. Co., at 
a price of $200,000 and building will 
be razed to make way for a modern 
telephone company headquarters. 

Famous dramatic stars of the past 
66 years have appeared at the house, 
which has been a famous stand. It 
is now antiquated, although occa- 
sional road attractions have played 
there recently. Theatre was owned 
until its sale by the Salt Lake Dra- 
matic Association, controlled by the 
Latter Day Saints Church (formal 
name of the Mormon church). 


Willard Mack’s 3 Plays 

Wil Mack has written 
new plays, “Bad Debts,” which he 
has sold to the Shuberts; “Fancy 
Work,” written in collaboration 
with Beatrice Banvard and sold to 
Mrs. Harris, and “Oil,” bought by 
William A. Brady. Now that 
“Spring 3100” has folded up, Mr. 
Mack admits that he did not col- 
laborate on that play. He wus 
called in to look the play over when 
his name was clapped up on the 


lard three 


authors. Mack allowed it to 


main, 


re- 


(deals with college life, not news- 
papers), also by Osborn,” and 
“Colonels' Ladies,” by [Fannie Tlea- 
slip Lea. 

Gustav Blum’s fourth play of the 
season will be called “The Boy 
Friend,” a comedy drama of the 
tvpe of “Gertie.” 
way immediately. 


outside of the theatre as one of the | 


It will get under | 


| Plays on 


Broadway 


Greenwich Village Follies 


Shubert revue (Bohemians, pro- 
gramed) opening April 9 at Winter Garden, 
New York, staged by J. C. ‘Huffman. 
Sketches by Harold Atteridge, music by 
Ray Perkins and Maurie Rubens, lyrics. by 
Max and Nathaniel Lief. Dances by Ralph 
Reader ani Chester Hale. 

Principals: (Dr.) George Rockweil,,. Blos- 
som Seeley and Benny Fields, Grace La 
Rue, Harry Jans and Harold Whalen, 
Grace Brinkley, Evelyn Law, Eddie Shu- 
bert, Billy McLeod, Bobby Watson, Sheila 
Barrett, Lola Raine, Annie Pritchard, Marie 
Kosco, Hoyt Meredith, Walter Armin, Jack 
Stanford, Laura Lee, Ben Dova, The Mere- 
diths, Max Alexander, Florence Misgen, 
Carlos and Valeria, John Donahue, James. 
Grant, Jack Kelly, Ngaio Lee, Irene French, 
Dorothy Drum, Francine Blythe, Maurine 
Clark, Azeada Charkoule, Joan Kent, Ma- 
rion Gillon, Leona Newell, Renie Luers; 
also Arnold Johnson's Orchestra, 16 Chester 
Hale Girls, Ralph Reader's Girls, and 
Graham Dancers. 

Hale Girls: Mary Wynn, Violet Lundberg, 
Beatrice Rupp, Inez Goetz, Ester Wheaton, 
Phillis Jordon, Hilda Paterson, Rolanda 
Poucel, Lillian Messmer,, Jewel . Tidgens, 
Winona Sweet, Bonnibelle Beard, Sylvia 
Green, Gladys Glorita, Gertrude Cornbloom, 
May Sigler. 

Graham Dancers: Betty MacDonald, Eve- 
lyn Sabin and. Rosina Savelli. 

Ralph Reader's Girls: Francine Blythe, 
Azeda Charkoule, Maurince Clark, Dorothy 
Drum, Irene French, Marian Gilion, Joan 
Kent, Ngaio Lee, Renie Luere, Leona New- 
ell and Imogene Phillips, . 

Dancing Girls: Florence Arganza, Dor- 
othy Casey, Jean Gordon, Marie Regan, 
Violet Renault, Ethel Ross, Maude ‘Ross, 
Midge.. Sydney, Sally Argo, -Adrienne 
Brower, Kay Burnell, Helene Cambridge, 
Phyllis DeCastro, Annette Davies, Mickéy 
Ellis, Patsy Hickey, Marie Kosco, Adelaide 
Loraine, Zayda Lord, Yolanda Losee, Péggy 
McDonald; Georgia Moore,:Josephine Most- 
ler, Viola Paulsen, Evelyn Sintae, Irene 
Stephens, Emmy Petri, Lillian Thomas, 
Myrtle Wagner, Dorothy Winters. 


As ‘the only revue on Broadway, 
the “Greenwich Village Follies’’ en- 
joys the dubious distinction of the 
best and worst revue in town, with 
the honors on the favorable descrip- 
tion certain to be displaced with the 
advent of a new “Scandals’”’.or some 
other revue. Under Shubert entre- 
preneurship, the “G. V. Follies” has 
lost all of its distinction as when 
it was an A. L.. Jones and Morris 
Green property. Formerly a dainty 
annual revue of considerable charm, 
it has been Shubertized into another 
familiarly-patterned Winter Garden 
extravaganza, relying body and soul 
on the antics of an assemblage of 
variety talent to retail a glorified 
vaudeville bill into a $5 entertain- 
ment. It’s not worth it. 

The Bohemians, Inc., is billed for 
the presentation honors, without the 
Shuberts’ name mentioned,. although 
all the usual Shubert trimmings, 
such as Huffman-Atteridge-Rubens- 
Barratt, are included and, of course, 
Dr. Rockwell in -his' monologing 
makes no bones about it, using the 
Shuberts’ name freely. With the 
brothers taking over the rights to the 
title as a show property, the Bohe- 
mians’ corporate title was presum- 
ably part of the transaction. 

The cast is completely recruited 
from vaudeville. Dr. Rockwell, 
Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields, 
Grace La Rue, Jans and W halen, the 


Merediths, Bobby Watson = and 
others. 

They have been strung together 
by a makeshift revue thread, as 


serviceable as are most revue con- 
tinuities, but not as expertly han- 
dled. It is all right to start the 
works in a Greenwich Village cab- 
aret, by promoting an angel and 
plotting the forthcoming edition of 
the “G. V. Follies,” but for five bucks 
there are certain standards to be 
maintained. 

While a better show than “Artists 
and Models,” its predecessor at the 
Winter Garden, the present incum- 
bent is by no means satisfying $5 
entertainment. It won't be long be- 
fore the Leblangers will be gener- 
ously relied upon. 

The revue lacks inspiration, im: ag- 
ination and creativeness. It’s a suc- 
cession of vaude specialties, ballet 
numbers (some of this is overdone), 
hit-and-miss blackouts, . inferior 
travesties and familiar interludes, 
With nary a song hit -to punctuate 
the evening's contribution to the 
}appelation musical comedy. 

The vaude specialists save the 
show but they shoulder too tough a 
burden. All of the advance reports 
concerning the revue's shortcomins 
raggedness and break-in tribulations 
are amply evidenced. 

Dr. Rockwell, working 


hard, at 


duction on the strength of this op- 
| portunity although he ean do with- 
that schoolroom scene the 
Shuberts' revue Shakespeare, Har- 
old <Atteridge, has provided. 

In sequence, after the introduc- 
tories, Laura Lee is prominent with 
her “Padleck Your Blues” number, 
although it remains for Arnold 
Johnson's Orchestra with their fa- 
miliar radio bit to score the best 
impression in that scene. 3lossom 
Seeley as Roxie Hart and Benny 
Ir iolds as Chicago Benny set them- 
selves in right from the start and 
were among the particular bright 
; spots of the evening. This is the 
team that walked out dissatisfied 
during the production's prelimi- 
naries but J. J. Shubert had to re- 
aull them. 

Miss Seeley, as did Miss La Rue, 
used several published numbers, in- 
terpolated into the score, evidencing 
the general inadequacy of the Ray | 
Perkins- Maurie Rubens compo- 


sitions to which Max and Nathaniel | 


times smuttily, but ever to good | 
purpose, is the particular bright 
spot. tockwell will go far in pro- 


Lief, making their debut as produc- 
tion lyricists, set the words. Max 
is assistant dramatic editor of the 
New York “Daily News” and his 
brother, Dr. Nat Lief, is a Ti.nes 
square dentist, Their words-to- 
music evidence ‘talent, but the mue- 
sical settings buried everything. 

Grace La Rue, looking splendid 
in some girlish Milgrim creations, 
was a charming figure, but had 
to rely too much on “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh” among other excellent in- 
terpolations. 

“The Violent House” was a silly 
burlesque on “The Silent House” in 
particular and mystery melodramas 
in general, Svelyn Law with a 
dance specialty was a clicker and 
Dr, Rockwell's lecture on health, a 
Shubert evolution out of K-A, was 
an olio highlight of comic im- 
portance. 

“The Trials and Tribulations of 
Mary Dugan,” done in rhymed jazz 
tempo, is another familiar develop- 
ment and by no means funny, while 
“Calypso Isle,” sung br lorence 
Misgen, was an attempt as a color- 
ful interlude, missing altogether 
but for Carlos and Valeria’s ex- 
traordinary adagios. 

Jans and Whalen's “a-gog-goge- 
gog-ga" sidewalk nonsense, which 
tickled the Fox .vaude four bit cus- 
tomers, wowed the Garden's five 
buck trade, 

“Broadway” introduced the first 
good song in the show, “Slaves of 
Broadway,” done by Benny Fields 
as the rounder, the presentation be- 
ing distinguished by Ben Dova’'s 
remarkable equilibristic-contortive- 
dance specialty atop a prop lamp- 
post. 

Jack Stanford, with an eccentri¢ 
dance, soloed to a good impression, 
and Jans and Whalen, ‘with Laura 
Lee, made much of a “Social Es- 
cort Office’’ scene wherein the girl 
calls on the partners for amorous 
instruction. . Grace Brinkley led 
“High Up in the Clouds” for the 
finale, a striking silver and tinsel 
production effect. 

The first half thus far impressed 
most with the routines of the danc- 
ing combinations furnished by 
Chester Hale and Ralph Reader, the 
16 Hale girls doing remarkable con- 
certed ballet stuff. It also proved, 
substantiated by the end of the 
evening, how short-sighted stereo- 
typed enterpreneurs like the Shu- 
berts are, and how sound is the 
theory of independents, for example, 
in doing everything possible to de- 
velop at least two song hits. One 
would think that ‘by this time they’ d 
be hep to the idea that a “Varsity 
Drag” or a “Birth of the Blues” or 
“My Heart Stood Still,” to cite at 
random, can do more as an advance 
agent for a musical production than 
all the paid newspaper advertising 
in the world. <A song hit is the 
greatest free ad possible for a mu- 
sical show and yet old-school pro- 


ducers like the Shuberts will per- 
sistently bury it all under a burden 
of scenery and costumes, which 
mean little and the memory of 
which can never survive that of a 
reminiscent air. But perhaps the 


Shuberts can’t persuade the real 
melody boys to write for them. 

The second half opened with an- 
other ballet, and Miss Seeley and 
Fields with “Away Down South In 
Heaven” were again to the fore, 
working as hard and effectively as 
before. Rockwell and the Mere- 
diths, dancers, pulled their standard 
vaudeville nonsense. 

Miss La Rue's specialty, assisted 
by Lou Alter at the ivories, pre- 
ceded an attempted burlesque on 
“The Command to Love,’ which 
merely was background for Seeley 
and Fields again doing their “Little 
Spanish Town" number from vaude- 
ville. 


So ended what proved not to be 


“the 1928 edition of America’s 
| greatest revue” as far as the super- 
lative is concerned in the bragging 


program billing. 
The longevity of 

Village Follies” is 

the Shuberts, 


the “Greenwich 

governable by 
considering the dearth 
of attractions, the advantage of the 
sole revue on Broadway, the gen- 
eral inexpensiveness of the proceed- 
iings, and the hook-up with their 
‘own house. Two-for-one trade can 
further prolong its run and prob- 
jably turn a profit on the venture, 
i but regardless, it’s far from $5. 


Abel. 


BOTTLED 


comed by Anne Collins and 
by Gantvoort at 
York, April 10. 

er Wim. H. Gerald 


Three-act 
Alice Timoney, 
the Booth The 
Ashton McMu lin.. 


Tuttle Halliam Bosworth 
Jo Callahan 
Mary Lou Alexander........ Mildred McCoy 
Trimble ic oss. Roberts 
Ellen MceMullin wae “Maua Durand 


“Bottled” is an American comedy 
with its locale in Kentueky. It has 
the real old pre-war Bourbon flavor 
and right now tastes as though it 
hadn’t been cut. It holds a new idea, 
and that is a chief reason for rec- 
ommending it. While played by a 
cast Whose names are virtually un- 
known, .the piece is performed com- 
petently. 

The manner 
| hooked 


show is 


pe ywssible 


in which the 


up should make it 
(Continued on page 41) 
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Chaves Ticket 


Paul Dulzell was renominated as 
eandidate for chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Chorus 
Equity at a meeting of the nom- 
inating committee. Dalzell is chief 
aide to Frank Gillmore, executive 
secretary of Equity. 

George Dix was named as nom- 
inee for recording secretary, with 
all posts to be voted for at the 
annual meeting of Equity at the 
Hotel Astor. New York, May 238. 

Among others designated by the 
nominating committee for posts for 
the ensuing year are the following, 
for members of the executive com- 
mittee to serve for three years: 
Bernatice Hampshire, Charles Man- 
tion, Lucien Fryns, Fred Saunders, 
Melba Lee, Merone Swinton, Hen- 
rietta Merriman. 

Edward Smith was nominated for 
a two-year term on the executive 
committee replacing Arden Benlian. 
Glenn McCauley replaces Alva Gill 
for similar term, and Charles Sutton, 
for one year, to supplant Joseph 
Carey, 

No opposition ticket has loomed 
up so far for Chorus Equity. It is 
figured the regular ticket wil) ride 
through. 


Shubert Nephew’s Comedy 


Lawrence Shubert, nephew of the 
Shuberts, is invading producing 
ranks on his own entirely apart 
from his uncles. His first will be 
“And How,” comedy by Morgar 
Wallace, which recently had a stock 
trial at Harrisburg, Pa. The piece 
is now casting. 

The younger Shubert has been 
connected with the Shubert holdings 
in Philadelphia. 


Anna Case’s $147 Gross 


St. Louis, April 17. 

It’s been a long time since Anna 
Case, the famous singer, gave a 
recital in St. Louis—and it’ll prob- 
ably be longer before her next one. 

It is said that when the folks 
with such things in charge went 
to count up the swag after Wednes- 
day evening’s “crowd” was seated 
at the Odeon, the gross was $147. 


Duffy Takes Morosco 
Los Angeles, April 17. 

Henry Duffy has added the sec- 
ond Los Angeles house to his chain 
by taking over the lease of the Mo- 
rosco from the Morosco Holding 
Company for tive years. 

puffy will close the house when 
the run of “The Marquise” ends, 
April 22, reseating and remodeling 
it for opening in July. 


PLAYS ON BROADWAY 


(Continued from page 50) 


for the piece to hang on at the Booth 
even w:th slim takings until word of 
mouth advertising gets it a play 
from the public. The opening night 
audience, a most unusual one for 
Broadway, having but a few of the 
regulars liked the offering to a 
marked degree. 

Herman Gantvoort has the faculty 
of picking cast of unknowns from 
time to time, and in most instances 
springs a new find or two on un- 
suspecting Broadway. The opening 
night reviewers were running around 
trying to get a line on the players 
and asking where they had been 
hidden all these years and why 
Broadway hadn't seen them before? 
There were as a matter of fact but 
two weak spots in the cast: John 
M. James, juvenile lead, and Al. 
Roberts as a shyster lawyer heavy. 
Maud Durand ran away with the 
show, while Mildred McCoy, the in- 
genue, proved herself a delight. Th’'s 
girl is a find and she should do 
things worth while in the future, 

The play goes along like a house 
afire for the first two acts, but the 
third lets down a little. Withal the 
comedy is so unusual it should stick 
around for about eight weeks at 
least. The cast cannot command a 
lot of dough, and with but one set 
the expense must be at a min’'mum. 

As a comedy the piece in a way 
suggests the unusual, as did “Bunty” 
and later “Lightnin’.’” Had it been 
worked out to a slightly finer degree 
there is no doubt that it could have 
been developed into a rousing hit. 

The action opens in the living 
room of the McMullin family in 1922, 
at the time when the grand-daugh- 
ter of the family reaches her major- 
ity. The will of the grandfather is 
then re-read and the girl, with her 
uncle and aunt discovering that they 
have been left the dist:Nery. Dur- 
ing the 15 years intervening since 
the death of the old man the busi- 
ness has been operated by _ the 
grandmother. She is an old Irish har- 
ridan. She despises her own weak- 
kneed offspring as well as her 


grandchild, and has taken what 


| 
money there was coming from the 


operation of the distillery and in- 
vested it so that all that the chil- 
dren get is the warehouses. 

Then the old lady, when she 
catches them bootlegging a few 
cases of 20-year-old stuff out to get 
a little ready cash, threatens them 
with the federal authorities unless 
they will re-sign the distillery to 
her. In the finish the youngsters get 
it on the old lady and she settles 
with them for $75,000, and they vive 
her back the property. 

The tale is told with a lot of 
laughs while there is a breath of 
suspense from time to time that 
makes it well worth while sitting 
through, 

Among the character players who 
score are William “. Gerald. Hal- 
liam Bosworth and Nellie Callahan. 
Walter Robinson, colored actor, as 
pa old servant, stood out in a minor 
role. 


LADY FOR A NIGHT 


Mystery farce in three acts by Hutche- 
son Boyd; presented at the 49th Street 
April 16 by Chamberlain Brown; staged by 
John Meehan, 

Lucy Hal} 
Percy Helton 
edith Lawrence 
Misa Lowel) 
Aunt Abbie Patterson..Mabel Montgomery 
Anthony Wing.............Frank Al!worth 
Snow Tanner....ccere BKarrat 
- Gladvs Feldman 
Alf 
Hienry Thomas................Mark Haight 
Mary Gay 
Voseph Thayer 
Reynolds. Harry Studds 


Warren Ashe 


One of the most incoherent plays 
ever on Broadway. Its billed de- 
scription that of an eccentric mys- 
tery comedy does not leaven its 
nuttiness nor its uneveness. The 
billing is deceptive since it is not 
kin to a mystery type of play. 
Really a farce with a mysterious 
idea 

Casting agents have been con- 
spicuously unsuccessful in attempt- 
ing productions and “A Lady for a 
Night” is no exception. Chamber- 
lain Brown is offering it, but with 
the general understanding that the 
Shuberts are backing him, as they 
have other experimental producers. 

Under the name of “Nize Girl’ 
the show was ready to open recent- 
ly in New Haven when Georgia 
©' Ramey, in the lead, suddenly died. 
It reverted to the new “Lady” title. 

The story starts with the servant 
girl problem of Jim and Lucy Dex- 
ter, who live somewhere out on 
Staten Island. Jim is determined 
to get a maid, and says he found 
one at the ribbon counter in a 
store. He delivers the girl, and 


from then on “A Lady for a Night” 
becomes more involved as it pro- 
ceeds. Clarisse is the dame from 
the eeunter. She isn’t hard to louk 
at, and is accepted sort of 
guest, acting more like a high power 
week-ender than a@ servant. 
Clarisse is prone to flirt, talks like 


as a 


named Snod Tanner, had been look - 
ing for his straying mama. 

First she declares that she walked 
out on Snod hecause he took to re- 
ligion and was an awful guy when 
drinking. Later friends of Clarisse 
State that Tanner is not only drunk. 


but all charged up. He had been 
waving a gun and raved when 


somebody told him his girl married 
Dexter. Some of Clarisse’s play- 
mates from the city come down and 
she being ashamed to admit she is a 
maid, lets them believe it. 

There threatens an explanation of 
the entangled affairs, after Tanner 
raves some more. But the lights 
go out. Lights up and it is all a 
dream. Pretty young Mrs, Dexter 
finds her Jim home with a_ biddy 
instead of the flapper she dreamed 
about. 

Hutcheson Boyd, who wrote “A 
Lady for a Night,” may have had 
another finale idea. But it would 
have been unwise for ihe story to 
have been brought to a conclusion 
except by the ever plausible dream 
device because of the highly in- 
volved incidents. 

The casting seemed better than 
the play. Robert Barrat as the 
erazy Snod Tanner did corking work 
as the imaginary nut. His charac- 
terization may be a wasted effort, 
but a meritable one. Esther How- 
ard is Clarisse. She rehearsed 
rather briefly, but played the ram- 
bling maid with eredit. It is a role 
as difficult as Tanner's if not more 
so. Dorothy Hall was a good se- 
lection as Luey Dexter, the young 
wife. Warren Ashe was liked as 
Jim. Also there were Helen Lowell, 
Gladys Feldman, Frank Allworth 
and Alden Gay, some fair but none 
very important. The latter is the 
American girl who was “barred” in 
London and hit the front pages re- 
eently. 

“A Lady for a Night” may have 
some excuse on the basis of its 
dream idea, but disclosure 
hardly condones what is one of the 


nuttiest and slimly amusing eve- 
nings in the theatre. Can’t last. 


} 


a nut and lies like 4 champion. To 
Jim’s aunt she infers a broken 
heart. Rushing in from a visit to! 
the drug store she explains she saw | 
the man she onee lived with. It | 
Was a sort of Companionate mar- 
riage and the fellow,  euriously 


FORBIDDEN ROADS 


Walter O. Lindsey, in association with 
James EK. Kenney, present a pliy adapted 
by Roland Oliver from the Sponish of 
Jose Lopez Pinillos, “Kl Camda! de los 
Hijes’’ (The Heritage of the Chiliren’’j; 
staged by Henry Stillman: a iberty, 
April 16, $38.30 top, 
rosia Geneviev. Williams 
Isabel..... Sudith Vosselli 
Marta Caves 
lan 

In the first aet the injured hus- 
band enters with an axe, the tool 


with which this play was written, 
but refrains from killing his Span- 
ish wife, who has just made a heavy 
date with a Lothario out of the past 
to elope with him, He @oes it for 
the sake of their son, to save his 
“honor.” 

Fifteen years later they save the 
son from killing his own blonde 
floozy wife for the sake of their son, 
but the mother shoots the girl and 
the tinal curtain falls, so no one 
knows What eventually. becomes of 
the family “honor.” 

No one cared much. 

The piece is obvious Continen- 
tal, and, a dozen years ago on this 
side would have been classed as a 
“problem play.” That was when 
authors thought they had to have 
underlying themes before they could 
submit scripts. That was, also, the 
day of the pegtop pants, which now 
would look ridiculous. 

The high peak of showmanship 
exhibited here is in the size and 
cost of the cast. Ag long as the 
theatre can hold out, this troupe 
can play and live. It is doubtful 
whether the actors’ salaries touch 
$1.900 weekly. 

The drama is an utterly worth- 
less, heavy, soggy heap of trash. 
It cannot scratch a niche in Ameri- 
can legitimate affairs, and couldn't 
if it had been cast as extravagantly 
as the roll of honor could offer; 
with a company of unknowns. flash- 
ing stock and one-night technique, 
ii misses little of being awful. 

Kenney is a former house man- 
ager and Lindsey is a_ veteran 
showman whose life has been large- 
ly devoted to serving the minor 
centers. Both are nice fellows, but 
neither hos the slightest notion of 
what is big league stuff or person- 
nel. Only through a combination of 
circumstances like the present diffi- 
culty of getting attractions could 
have landed them with such a bit 
of banalitv on 42nd street. 

“Forbidden Roads” is one of the 
most nerfect flops that has been re- 
vealed this season. Not an actor, 
not a situation, not a scene redeems 
it. Lait. 


HELLO 


---NEW YORI 
---FRIARS 
---LAMES 
---FRIENDS 

--- EVERYBODY 


After three years in Hollywood, where I went to write for the 
movies, I have returned to New York to arrange for the pro- 
duction of my play, “RELATION,” which had a most suc- 


cessful tryout there at the Vine Street Theatre, where it ran 
for nine weeks 
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Plays Out 


Town 


LAZARUS LAUGHED 


Pasadena, April il. 
Pasavena Community Playhouse produc- 
tion of Mugene Neil's philosophical play, 


in ereht scenes, Directed by Gilmor 
Brown. 

Lazaru~ of Bethany........ Irving Pichel 
His M: ther .Esther M. Cogswell! 


Martha and “Mary. .Margatet Morrow and 
Dorothy Warren 


Lenore Shanowise 
Gallus Victor Jory 
Cneius Crasses.. Max Turner 
ee Richard Menetee 
Maurice Weils 
Tiberitas Gilmor Brown 
Dore Wilson 

A tremendous task, admirably 
done within the limits of the or- 


ganization, this world premiere of 
O'Nei!!s much discussed and fre- 
quently promised “Lazarus 
Laughed.” A task for a Reinhardt 
or a Stunislavsky with endless re- 
sources upon which to draw. Cer- 
tainly a task for a Theatre Guild. 
But the Pasadena Community Play- 
house, non-profit making and semi- 
professional theatre, had courage 
and imagination. So another O'Neill 
work appears, more colossal than 
ever, further and further away from 
the. O'Neill of “Anna Christie,” 
“The Hairy Ape” and “Desire Un- 
der the Elms.” <A new play that 
will split the ranks of O'Neill fol- 
lowers even wider apart than by 
“Marco” and “Strange Interlude.” 

“Lazarus Laughed” is O'Neill's 
answer to the riddle of the universe, 
set in the pomp and color of the 
old world in the days just be- 
fore and just after the Crucifixion. 
Palestine, Athens, Rome and Capri 
furnish the background for the 
wanderings of Lazarus, returned 
from the dead with a strange, heal- 
ing laugh and the assurance that 
“there is no death, there is only 
God's eternal laughter.” That, in 
brief, is the entire story. 

The eight scenes concern them- 


selves with the efforts made by 
Lazarus to teach the people to 
laugh ut fear and death. The plav 
itself is a sometimes beautiful, 


often tedious mixture of philosophy 
and poetry, full of pity but lack- 
ing the irony of “Marco’s Millions,” 
the only other O'Neill play to which 
immediately comparable. It 
has the customary O'Neill tendency 
toward repetition. Although it has 
been cut considerably since its 
opening performance, when it ran 
until after 12 o'clock, it was still 
over long on the third performance. 

Lazarus preaching and laughing 
his calm, omniscient laughter be- 
fore the Jews, the Nazarenes, the 
Greeks, the Romans, and bringing 


and His 


Brunswick 
Recording Orchestra 


NOW WITH 


“GOOD NEWS” | 


Seiwyn Theatre, Chicago 
| 


laughter out of doubt to all who 
hear him. Eight long scenes of this, 
and even the most devout O'Neill- 
ites grow weary. 

O'Neill in this play carries still 
further the experiments he began 
with masks in “The Great God 
Brown.” Every character in the 
huge cast—there must be close to 
200 people in the spectacle—with 
the single exception of Lazarus, 
weurs a mask, and nearly every 
mask is different. Even periods ot 
life are represented in the var.ous 
groups, from childhood to senility, 
with the natures of the people re- 
vealed by the masks. The masks 
are not removeable—they remain 
fixed throughout the play, which 
makes it a little difficult to estimate 
the acting. Voices do not come 
through them quite naturally, and 
the actor is robbed of one of his 
most important means of communi- 
cating with the audience—his faciai 
expression. The masks, very in- 
genius, were designed and executed 
by students of the University of 
California. 

Irv ng Pichel, as Lazarus, gives a 
dignified, poised performance. His 
voice is beautifully placed and res- 
onant, his laughter rich. The part 
seems to call for declamation rather 
than actual acting, and for the vis- 
ualization of a Christ-like figure, 
which Pichel realizes convincingly. 

One performance, that of Victor 
Jory as the beautiful, corrupt young 
Caligula, heir to Caesar, who is torn 
between his own fears and the phil- 
osophy of Lazarus, shines like a 
good deed in a naughty world. He 
brings a flame-like quality to the 
role, his voice comes through the 
mask like a double-edged sword 
The part of Caligula is the most 
living thing in the play, and Jory 
endows it with vigor and beauty. 
Should “Lazarus” finally be given in 
New York, it would be a good plan 
to import this young man to play 
his role there. 

Of the other players Lenore 
Shanewise, as the wife of Lazarus, 
and Gilmor Brown, director of the 
Playhouse, as Tiberius Caesar, have 
the only important parts and play 
them adequately. Brown appears to 
have greater gifts as director than 
actor. 

Production, designed by James 
Hyde, is an interesting treatment of 
modernistic settings, utilizing the 
same units, shifted around, for the 
entire eight scenes. Lighting is ex- 
cellent, although conventionally 
modern. Katharane FEidson,. pro- 
grammed as director of movement, 
has handled her groups and masses 
very well. The choral work, an in- 
tegral part of the play, is credited to 
Arthur Alexander, who composed 
the music and trained the huge 
chorus of almost entirely untutored 
voices. 

How this play will fare in the 
commercial theatre is a question. It 
lacks the robust life force of* other 
O'Neill works. It is O'Neill at his 
most philosophical, which is not 
O'Neill at his greatest. And while 
it is an interesting spectacle it does 
not compare, in its present state at 
least, with “The Miracle,” or even 
with the Guild production of ‘‘Mar- 
co.” Whatever fate is in store for 
it, “Lazarus Laughed" is unques- 
tionably a great achievement for the 


Pasadena Community Playhouse. 
BABES IN THE WOOD 
Philadelphia, April 17. 


Kenyon Nicholson’s latest play, 
“Babes in the Woo ,”" now being 
given a tryout at the Garrick here, 
is not in the least like “The Barker,” 
with its presentation of the raw, 
rough, crude edges of life on a tent- 
show lot. 

“Babes in the Wood” is a more or 
less polite little domestic comedy. 
It will neither shock nor disturb. 

The whole story depends on the 
fact that the hero and heroine, when 
they decided to live together, neg- 
lected to go through with the pro- 
cedure of marriage, but inasmuch as 
this situation is used discreetly and 


PLAYERS IN LEGITIMATE DIRECTORY 


JEANETTE 


MACDONALD 


STARRING IN 
“SUNNY DAYS” 
IMPERIAL, NEW YORK 


MARIE SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE IN 
VARIETY 


JACK FORESTER 


Featured at 


CASINO DE PARIS 
PARIS 


CLAIRE NOLTE 


Feminine Lead 
(Billie Moore) 


“BROADWAY” 


PACIFIC COAST TOUR 
Management JED HARRIS 


LEADING ROLE IN 
“HIT THE DECK” 


MAJ“STIC THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 


DON’T ADVERTISE 


INDEFINITELY 


‘and disgusted 


for comedy purposes only, nobody is 
going to get especially excited over 
it. There is also a suggestion in the 
play of how much better it is to be 
an unconventional, law-breaking, 
intense radical than it is to be a 
stereotyped, smug, easy-going “Bab- 
bitt.” but this portion of the theme 
is mildly presented, too. 

All of which is to say that “Babes 
in the Wood” is simply a diverting 
little comedy that may attract mild 
attention and some business, but 
which does: not possess enough zip 
or sensational aspects to entitle it 
to the possibility of becoming 4 
smash. 

The play opens showing a caim 
and contented Chicago household 
(apparently the author believes 
there but a few le-t) which is 
plunged into turmoil and perturba- 
tion by the arrival of the son, a hot- 
headed young radical who has been 
editing a certain magazine called 
“The Torch” back east and has been 
warring with the authorities over it. 
The girl that the family presume to 
be the young man’s wife has been 
overtaken by the stork on the train 
just as she arrives in Chicago, and 
mother and baby are hurried to the 
family homestead. 

All of this is bad enough, espe- 
cially since the family does not. ap- 
prove of “The Torch” or the young 
editor's red-hot doctrines, but when 
they discover that the couple are not 
really married there is the devil to 
pay, the concerted object of father 
mother and brother is to get a min- 
ister who will marry the young peo- 
ple as soon as possible. 

On its opening here “Babes in the 
Wood” ran less than two hours, but 
some padding has been done. There 
isn’t enough material for a full eve- 
ning'’s entertainment. The first act, 
expository in nature, is decidedly 
draggy, and there is also extraneous 
matter at the end. Several clever 
ideas and a couple of unusual! twists 
that undoubtedly sounded grest in 
the script are not as effective on the 
stage as they should be. 

Charles Wagner has given the piece 
an entirely satisfactory production 
and the cast is okay in most cases. 
Owen Davis, Jr., as the young hero, 
has an agreeable personality and is 
excellent in several of his lighter 
comedy moments, but he doesn’t 
suggest the “radical” tendencies in 
the character, and although like- 
able is hardly quite strong enough 
yet to carry so important a role. 

Dorothea Chard is a most attrac- 
tive and winning heroine and has a 
nice comedy sense. Eugene Powers 
is capital as a revolutionary and 
philosophic butler, and comes close 
to stealing the show, along with 
Thomas A. Ross, who wins most of 
the-evening’s laughs as the irascible 
father. Charlton 
Brickert as a liberal-minded minis- 
ter: Olive May, as the fluttering 
mother, and Frank Shannon, as the 
policeman, are all capital. 

Waters. 


NEW BROOMS 


(OUFFY PLAYERS) 
Hollywood, Anril 12. 
Henry Duffy Players present Frank Cra- 
ven’s three-act comedy. Opening El Capi- 
tan theatre, Hollywood, April 8. Staged by 
Edwin H. Curtis. 


Mr. Irving White 
George Morrow.....cccecess William Eugene 
Thomas Bates, da80n Roharis 
Bates... Alice Buchanan 
Florence Elliott 
Wallie Nowell....ee. Gale Gordon 
Rev. Philip Dow. William Macauley 
Geraldine Marsh.....+.- «.-.-Helen Ferguson 
0000800008 Robyns 


Henry Duffy has dealt more than 
fairly with Frank Craven in his pre- 
sentation of “New Brooms.” This 
follows Gladys Unger'’s “Two Cirls 
Wanted” into the El Capitan, and 
will certainly equal, if not surpass, 
the popularity of the latter piece. 
A neat but not gaudy little play, 
“New Brooms,” bearing unmistak- 
able marks of Craven’s craftsman- 
ship and with a scene or two of real 
emotional pull.- It has been given 
the benefit of good casting in the 
important parts, an agreeable pro- 
duction and clever direction. 

Robert McWade has been brought 
out to play the role he created in the 
original production, that of Tom 
Bates. the crabby middle-aged 
manufacturer, who turns the opera- 
tion of his business and his home 
over to his son for a year. Nobody 
on the stage can equal McWade when 
{t comes to playing convincing 
grouches. Here he prove the point 
anew for anyone who may have for- 
gotten it. As the play progresses 
and the .father gradually turns 
cheerful and carefree while the son, 
having assumed the paternal re- 
sponsibility, metamorphoses into a 
terrific crab, MeWade brings exact- 
ly the right feeling to the character- 
ization. 

Excellent support is furnished by 
Jason Robards as the son, especially 
in the second and third acts, when 

(Continued on page 53) 


NEW YORK 


e David Belasco presents 


ACHELOR 
FATHER 


By Edward Childs Carpenter 


with 
JUNE WALKER, C. AUBREY 


SMITH, GEOFFREY KERR 
Thea., W. 44th St. Eve. 8:30 
BELASCO jy Thurea. & Sat., 2:30. 


Thea., 44 St.. F. of B’way. Evs.8:30 


HUDSON Matiness WED. and SAT., 2:30 


“LIKE A BREATH OF FRESH AIR 
IN THE AMERICAN THEATRE” 


WHISPERING 
FRIENDS 


By GEORGE M. COHAN 


“Blithely bhlood-curdling.” 
—Herald Tribune. 


HORACE LIVERIGHT Presents 
New York’s Newest Shudder 


DRACULA 


FULTON THEA., West 46th St. 


Mats Wed. and Sat., 2.30 


Thea., W. 48th St. Evs. 
VANDERBILT 8:30 Mts. W. & S.. 2:30 
Lew Fields and Lyle DD. Andrews Present 


THE MUSICAL COMEDY CLASSIC 
MARK TWAIN'S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
FIELDS, ROGERS and HART 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


ADGE KENNEDY 


in “PARIS BOUND” 
By Philip Barry 
sume 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 


BURLESQUE” 


A Comedy 
8th MONTH 


Mats. Thuraday and Saturday, 2:30 


Jed Harris Production 
THE 


W. 424 St. Evs. 8:30 
SELWYN ats. wed. & St., 2:30 


1c Th. B’y & 63 St. Evs. 
HAMMERSTEIN’S Wea & Sat 
Tel. Columbus 8380 
Arthur Hammerstein's Musical Play 


“GOLDEN 


with A BRILLIANT CAST 


Libretto by OTTO HARBACH and 
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd 
Music by EMMERICH KALMAN and 
HERBERT STOTHART 


THEATRES 


Eves. 8:30. 


45 St at 
8th Ava 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 


INA CLAIRE 


in “OUR BETTERS,” with 
CONSTANCE COLLIER 


Thea., 124 W. 43 St, 
HENRY MILLER’S W. $5 St. 


Thea., W. 45 St. Evs 8:30 


LYCEUM Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2°30 
GILBERT MILLER Presents 


INTERFERENCE 


By Roland Pertwee and Harold Dearden 


The Theatre Guild Presente——— 


STRANGE INTERLUDE 


John Golden Theatre © 


Marco Millions 


EA., West 62d. Evs. 8:3 
GUILD & 2:30 


Week April 23: “VOLPONK” 


JOE COOK 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 


Thea., & 43d. Eves. 8:50 
M. COHAN Mats. Wednesday and Saturday. 


“More Laughs than ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ ” 


10 NIGHTS 


IN A BARROOM 


‘Moet interesting and educational show tn town 

- « Feminding of ‘Broadway,’ ‘Coquette’ and 

‘A Strange Interlude.’ A worthy production.”’ 
—HERALD TRIBUNE, 


WALLACK’S 


TRAN J— 


B'way at 47th St. 

ALL SEATS TO NOON .. . Sic 
ELINOR GLYN’S 
Famous Story 
‘*‘MAD OUR’’ 


Extra Performance Nightly, 11:30 
MARK STRAND SYMPHONY ORCH. 


SECOND WEEK AT POPULAR PRICES 
John--GILBERT & GARBO--Greta 
‘cc 99 A Metro-Goldwyne- 
in LOVE Mayer-Picture 
“SPRING FESTIVAL,” featuring 
WALT ROESNER 
The CAPITOLIANS and 
Capitol Grand Orchestra 
DAVID MENDOZA, Conducting 
Sensational Cast of Specialty Artiste 


APITOL 


48th St. East of B’way 


PLAYHOUS Evs.8.30. Mts. Wed. & Sat 


THE QUEEN’S HUSBAND’ 


A New Comedy by Robert E. Sherwood 
Author of “The Road to Rome” 


with ROLAND YOUNG 


‘‘Immensely engaging play.”’—Woollcott, World. 


5ist St. 
WILLIAM FOX 
Love Hungry 


TRAVE.- 
with LOIS MOKAN 


Direction 


oF ney 


ROXY ORCHESTRA — CHORUS 
BALLET — ROXYETTES 
Another One of the Programs That Are 


the Talk of New York 


APRIL 19 


SEE AND HEAR 


Dolores Costello 
“TEN DERLOIN’ 


Conrad Nagel 


| 


LAST WEEK 


TWICE DAILY ~ 2°45 
WARNER THEATRE Broadumy at $2™ 


AAS 


Adolph Zukor Jesse L.Lasky present 


Faramounts Greatest 
Film Triumph/ 
ANNE 


Ma 
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“Abie” for Stock 


Wm. L. DeLignemare, general 
manager of Anne Nichols, has de- 
cided “Abie’s Irish Rose” (stage) 
wil] bereleased for stock next sea- 
gon through the Century Play Com- 
pany. Royalty may be arranged on 
a new plan, it is said, sliding scale 
for beyond a week on the assump- 
tion that “Abie” will continue its 
phenomenal runs locally with stock 
as it did with the touring com- 
panies. 

It’s possible the Nichols-Century 
@effices will decide upon a scale up 
to four weeks that will make the 
average weekly royalty for that 
period or longer reasonable, al- 
though no producer will be obli- 
gated to play the wonder comedy 
for over a week. 

Any “Abie” road shows out will 
gkip towns containing stocks placing 
the show. 

“Abie,” the $2 road show picture, 
epens tomorrow (Thursday) night 
at the 44th Street, New York. 

A sequel to “Abie,” for the stage 
and completed by Miss Nichols, is 
as yet unnamed. It will start re- 
hearsal in August and open during 
September at the world’s record 
long run home of “Abie” in New 
York, the Republic. 


Met Guaranteed $17,500 


The Metropolitan Opera Com- 
pany closed its New York season 
(24 weeks) Saturday and opened on 
tour in Baltimore Monday. The 
eompany wil) play Baltimore, Cleve- 
Iand, Atlanta and a few other spots 
before disbanding for the season. 

Four performances scheduled for 
Baltimore, a solid week for both 
Cleveland and Atlanta, and all 
guaranteed on a basis of about $17,- 
500 a performance. It all means 
bye-bye to any legit attractions 
Playing opposition in these towns. 


Ann Sutherland, Stock Lead 
Danbury, Conn., April 17. 
Ann Sutherland has been engaged 
as leading lady for the summer run 
of the Putnam Players at New 
Canaan, James Reynolds is resi- 
dent manager, and George DeCost, 
of the business staff. 


Coast “News” May 10 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Sam Salvin, head of Lyons 
and Lyons, is here with Rufus Le 
Maire to stage the Coast production 
of “Good News,” at his newly ac- 
quired Mayan theatre. Entire cast 
of principals and Max Fisher or- 
chestra were brought here 
New York. The chorus has been 
recruited locally. 

Show will open at the Speckels, 
San Diego, May 10. It will then go 
to Santa Barbara for three days and 
come to the Mayan May 22. After 
the local run it will play the Coast 
cities with an indefinite run at the 
Curran, San Francisco, 


Jolson’s $12,500 Weekly 


Chicago, April 17. 

Al Jolson actually received a 
flat weekly salary from the Shuberts 
of $12,500, while appearing locally 
in the Shubert production of “A 
Night in Spain.” 

It is said the Shuberts for some 
unknown reason sought to have cir- 
culated a story that Jolson is being 


paid $10,000 a week. 
Jolson closed in “A Night in 
Spain” and left for California. 


While on the Coast he will make 
another picture for Warners and 
while there may remarry his first 
wife. 


McCormack’s Throat 


Portland, Ore., April 17. 

John McCormack had to postpone 
his concert here last night, owing 
to throat trouble. 

Another concert for tomorrow 
(Wednesday) night at Seattle, also 
has been canceled. 

No date is announced for the re- 
sumption of McCormack’s concert 
tour. He has been playing to ter- 
rific business in this section. 


SAYLOR ON HIS OWN 

Oliver Saylor, active in publicity 
matters for Comstock and Gest for 
the past five years, is now on his 
own and has opened offices. 

Saylor will continue to represent 
the firm at present inactive save for 
“Chauve-Souris” on tour. He is 
sailing for Europe, Saturday. 


from | 
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the part takes on more than one 
dimension. One point in particular, 
Which under most circumstances 
would be awkward and embarassing 
is managed beautifully by MeWade 
and Robards, 


father explain the age-old 
ties of fathers and sons, rises im- 
i pulsively to his feet and kisses the 
‘older man, It takes a combination 
of technique and sincerity to bring 
that sort of thing off satisfactorily. 

Helen Ferguson as the little Cin- 
derella housekeeper who is aided by 
the father to win the son's love is 
sweet without being too saccharine, 
a noticeable tendency in local inge- 
nues, The other parts are played 
with the same quality of pleasant- 
ness that marks the production as 
a whole. Particularly attractive are 
the clothes worn throughout by the 
three girls in the play, the best cos- 
tumes seen hereabouts for some 
time. 


THE ALIMONIACS 


Providence, April 17. 

Sam Lowett presents ‘‘The Alimoniacs’’ 
(variations on a theme), by Daniel N. 
Rubin. Three acts, one set. 

Cast: Catherine Willard, Henry Vincent, 
Theresa Maxwell Conover, Edward H.-- 
Wever, Dale Owen, Walter Regan, George 
Probert, Marguerite Churchill, Clyde Fill- 
more, Robert Middlemass, May Collins. 
Staged by Eugene B. Sanger. Setting by 
Willie Pogany. 


Once more the world of the thea- 
tre was bequeathed one of those 
light and airy vehicles that might 
rate aS a splendid dessert after a 
hearty meal, “The Alimoniacs” is 
one of those things, never serious, 
never heavy and never bering. 

The theme is built around a search 
for easy bucks by the gentle mem- 
bers of an alimony-seceking sex who 
run down the possible pay-men and 
hunt them into a marriage and then 
into the pay-off. They are all the 
marrying kind in the play, some 
grossing five wives or maybe hus- 
bands and others being tamed with 
only three investments. 

A mother has borrowed $30,000 
from the lovely old man, who has 
paid five times to as many wives and 
who seems to love the chance to en- 
hance his scores. 

His prize for the little loan is to 
be the beautiful Janis Dabney, who 
has been sent through college on 
the old boy’s coin by her borrowing 
mother. The fragile Janis, just out 
of the sheltered land and dreamy, is 
told by her mother that she is to be 
the sixth wife of old Tregor, who 
demands payment for the favor of 
the big loan. Janis holds out in 


That is the scene in| 
which the boy, after listening to his | 
ditheul- ! 
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thorror, but is sold on the ancient | board certain mannerisnis that have 


(plea that she must save her mother’s} hampered her work of late. 
j honor, | though her role is not really the 
Pax Maynard. college sweetheart,|/dominant one (really third in im- 
‘handsome and ready at any cost, portance) Miss Cowl can place this 
steps Into the plot Just as it droops | interpretation alongside of Melis- 
Info “poor Nel” depths. He pullstande and Juliet as definite feathers 
| the : trick, demands the hand of | in her cap. 
| Janis, satisfies the old man, ends the Merivale’s sincere characterization 
Le~ and the show ga over. of Paolo, the ardent lover, given to 
Phe | Shing and mooning and’ unhappy 
af looks, is capital, The part is not a 


acting list night saved it from pos- 
sible despair. 

Casting deserves a break. 

Margurite Chureh, Edward H. 
Wever and Theresa Conover stick in 
the show's impressions. There will 
be cutting and rewriting and a few 
spots here and there will be stepped 
up to bang speed. Hope so, anyway. 
The season will end with "The Ali- 
moniacs” going along, especially if 


a little more of the cleaner dirt is 
thrown in for metropolitan savoir 
something. Travers. 


Paolo and Francesca 


Philadelphia, April 17. 

Jane Cowl has been varying her 
performances of Robert Sherwood's 
comedy, “The Road to Rome,” at the 
Adelphi theatre here by several ap- 
pearances in Stephen Phillips’ ro- 
mantic tragedy “Paolo and Fran- 
cesca” which her producers, Brady 
and Wiman, are said to be consid- 
ering as a play for her next season. 
If the local enthusiasm and crowded 
houses mean anything, Miss Cowl 
has in this blank verse costume 
piece a very promising successor to 
“Romeo and Juliet.” 

The tragic love story of these 
medieval Italian lovers has been 
often used in literature, musie and 
art, No less than three dramatic 
versions have been presented in- 
cluding besides that of Mr. Phillips 
ones by George Henry Boker, a 
Philadelphian, and one by D'Annun- 
zio. 

Boker’s version was played with 
real success by Lawrenee Barrett 
and was last given by Otis Skinner 
nearly 30 years ago, also success- 
fully. 

The Stephen Phillips play is not 
as long and the poetry of the lines 
is claimed as superior to Boker’s. 
Its first act as played by Miss Cowl, 
Philip Merivale and Sir Guy Stand- 
ing, created tremendous enthusiasm 
last week at the Adelphi. Some of 
the intermediate portions slumped a 
bit, but the thumping tragedy of the 
finale achieved for the players a 
real ovation that speaks well for the 
possibilities. 

The star plaved Francesca with a 
blonde wig and made an unusually 
lovely picture. She also threw over- 


particularly desirable one, but he 
makes the lover far more virile and 
substantial than most actors would 
have, and Paolo and Francesea 
Would have deteriorated into raber 
impossible romantic twaddle at 
times, for all the literary quality of 
the writing, had it not been for Mr. 
Merivale. 

The best part of the drama is 
that of Giovanni, the physically de- 
formed and malevolent brother who 
marries Francesea and then spends 
most of his spare time being jealous 
of her, This is the dominant role 
in all the interpretations of the 
legend, and here is no exception, 
Sir Guy standing minimizing the 
humpedback and the horrible as- 
pects of the man, makes qa reg] hu- 
man being out of him, and rises to 
splendid emotional heights in the 
final tragic moments when Giovanni 
Slays his brother, Paolo, after he 
discovered his guilty intrigue with 
Franeesena. 

Helen Ware, who, like Standing, 
was brought over to Philly espe- 
cially for this production, plays the 
role of Lucrezia, the soured, em- 
bittered woman who is responsible 
for Gtovanni'’s discovery of his 
wife’s unfathfulness. In the first 
act Miss Ware stole the honors, 
Jessie Ralph, in the relatively minor 
role of a blind nurse, also gave a 
good account of herself. 

“Paolo and Francesca” has been 
well staged in the main, although a 
couple of the settings designed by 


Fleanor Eustis hardly suggested 
the solidity and strength of old 
feudal castles and the grim, gray 
ras of Rimini. The costuming 
Woters. 


was excellent. 


Thee Shows by Writers 


Buddy DeSylva, Lew Krown and 
Ray Henderson, are simultaneously 
working on three produttions which 
they are authoring. They are do- 
ing the new Fred Stone show for 
Crarles Dillingham in a desire by 
the producer to make the score of 
Stone’s new production mean more 
than it has of recent years. 

“Hold Everything” for 
and Freedley and the new 
“Scandals” are the other 


Aarons 
White 
two, 


“HOT DOG!” 


NEW YORK 


SERVING SNAPPY BITS TO THE PATRONS OF GENE BUCK’S “TAKE THE AIR” AT THE 
EARL CARROLL THEATRE, 
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MUSIC 


STAGE BAND LEADERS 
WITH AERO TAXIS: 
OWN FLYING FIELDS 


San Francisco, April 17. 

Stage band leaders in Oakland 
and Sacremento, in the latter town 
especially, have taken up flying as 
a commercial sideline. In the capi- 
tal city Ralph Canning, sax player 
at the Senator, and Ray Nicholson, 
trombone player at the Alhambra, 
in addition to being expert flyers, 
own their own commercial flying 
field. 

The field is just outside the town. 
When the boys are not playing- in 
their theatres they are engaged in 
teaching flying and giving pleas- 
ure flights. 

In Oakland Harvey Toy, T. & D. 
Orchestra; Rex Glessins, T. & D., 
and Charles’ Bradshaw, - Horace 
Heidt’s band at the Grand Lake, 
own their own planes. 

Jerry Andrews, sax player with 
the T. & D. band, is now regularly 
employed as an instructor at Oak- 
land airport. 


Joe Jordan, whose band was with 
Ed Daley’s burlesque show, is now 
directing the Miller and Lyles or- 
chestra at Daly’s theatre, New 
York. 


A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 
East ef Broadway 


Song Writers 
“The Greatest Book of Its Kind’ 


Inside Stuff on 


How to Write 
Popular Songs 


By ABEL GREEN 


Music Editor. “Variety” 
With an Introduction by 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
PRICE, 75c 
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Max R. Wilner, Yiddish theatrical 
impresario, through David L. Podell 
has instituted a Supreme Court suit 
for heavy damages, accountings and 
financial claims against Sigmund 
Romberg, the composer, with whom 
he was formerly associated in mu- 
sical comedy productions on Broad- 
way. 

Wilner first sets forth that on 
Sept. 15, 1919, he and Romberg co- 
venanted to engage in theatrical 
production for a term of 10 years, 
each to share 50-50 on profits and 
losses, with the exception that the 
$150 a week Romberg draws from 
M. Witmark & Sons be excepted 
to the deal as well as Wilner’s other 
interests in the Yiddish show busi- 
ness. 

On the allegation their losses to- 
taled $200,000 and making allowance 
for the $8,000 Romberg invested, 
against Wilner’s $120,000 cash in- 
vestment, the plaintiff asks Rom- 
berg to make good the difference 
of $56,000 representing his share 
of the losses. 

Wilner further enlists the court’s 
aid to determine how much more 
Romberg allegedly owes to credit- 
ors together with Wilner’s half 
share of the financial burden. 


Remick’s Cuts on Slides 


Jerome Remick has cut down its 
gratis list on novelty slides from 
150 sets to 50. Only the major de 
luxes will henceforth receive slides 
free. All houses not on the list will 
be assessed $4 a week rental when 
using the slides. 

Remick put the measure _ into 
effect two weeks ago, with other 
music publishers also reported cur- 
tailing on this item of expense. 


Joe Hiller’s Own Venture 


Joe Hiller, general professional 
manager of Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder Co., ts no longer associated 
with Henry Waterson’s publishing 
firm. Hiller has taken over the 
Waterson song shop in Pittsburgh 
and will operate it on his own, be- 
sides publishing independently, 
headquartered in that city. 

The Hiller resignation is in line 
with Waterson’s general conserv- 
atism, closing up _ out-of-town 
branch offices and generally re- 
trenching. 


2 ORGANISTS RESIGN 
Los Angeles, April 17. 

Claude Reimer and Harry Q. 
Milis, alternating at the organ of 
Loew’s State since the house opened, 
have resigned. 

Understood West Coast wanted to 
|} economize in their department and 
‘the boys walked. 


COLLEGE PROF. IN THEATRE 


Washington, April 17. 

Irene Juno, organist, head of that 
department of the Washington Col- 
lege of Music, is being featured at 
the new K-A house organ. 

Miss Juno is continuing with the 
college broadcasting twice 
weckly through two different sta- 
tions. 


WOODS BLDG. 
CHICAGO 


GUY LOMBARDO 


and HIS ROYAL CANADIANS 
GRANADA CAFE, CHICAGO 


Says Radio Audiences Sending Many Requests for 


ACROSS THE STREET 
FROM HEAVEN” 


SENSATIONAL FOX-TROT BALLAD 


FORSTER MUSIC PUBLISHER, Inc. 


ABE OLMAN—Prof. Mgr. 


745 7th AVE. 
NEW YORK 


ORCH 


TWO SOLID YEARS AND STILL GOING AT THE 
FAMOUS COCOANUT GROVE, LOS ANGELES 


ESTRA 


Wilner Suing Romberg | 


Nathan Burkan’s Talks 


Nathan Burkan, the attor- 
ney, has learned that talking 
before a mike to the unseen 
audience listening in on the 
radio isn’t such a hard trick 
after all. Attorney Burkan 
has told a number of anecdotes 
and personal stories about film 
stars, 

Mr. Burkan in his last ra- 
dio talk gave some inside dope 
on Chaplin, Barrymore and the 
Coogans. Mr. Burkan’s close 
relation to all the big screen 
players enables him to make 
his radio talks breezy, inter- 
esting and entertaining. 

— 


Vote on Vestal Bill 
May Come This Session 


Washington, April 17. 

Hearings on the proposal to elim- 
inate the two cents royalty clause 
on mechanical recordings were 
closed here Wednesday last. Chair- 
man Vestal of the House Patents 
committee granted the mechanic's 
representatives both Tuesday and 


Wednesday with the final day ses- 
sion being a hectic one. It did not, 
however, develop any new material. 

Congressman Fritz Lanham, 
Texas, voiced what is believed to 
be the attitude of the committee. 
That was one of compromise but 
with the composers getting prac- 
tically everything actually wanted. 

Committee will adhere, it is be- 
lieved, to the “commercial phono- 
graph records and music _ rolls” 
phase, leaving any other method of 
recording yet to be developed as a 
separate proposition. 

As it now appears the only im- 
portant point won by the mechan- 
ical interests was the agreement 
to hold royalty payments strictly 
by law to the sale per record basis. 
This eliminating the much objected 
to possibility of lump sum sales 
that it was stated by witnesses 
would give the “rich and powerful 
company a chance to get a mo- 
nopoly on everything.” 


Bill Means $1,000,000 to Composers 


The asked for inclusion of num- 
bers copyrighted prior to the en- 
actment of the 1909 law, which are 
denied any mechanical royalty 
rights under that law, the present 
one, within the provisions of the 
new proposal, has been apparently 
lost by the composers. 

Purpose of this, said witnesses, 
was to give those whose numbers 
still had a sale value on the disks 
or rolls, if recorded in the future, 
a chance to. collect. Committee 
members stated the “sentiment” 
back of the society’s proposal was 
splendid but as long as the com- 
positions had been free to the me- 
chanics for 20 years, best way out 
was to leave them that way. 

The proposal from the mechanics 
to eliminate agents or combinations 
to deal with them got into the 
record but was not further referred 
to. 

General impression prevails that 
Chairman Vestal will shortly call 
an executive session on the bill with 
the chance of its being reported to 
the House this session looked upon 
as favorable. 

Enactment by the body is some- 
thing else again. Then there is 
the Senate ahead, too. 

‘One of the society’s representa- 
tives estimated (not before the 
committee) that with the enactment 
of this bill it will mean $1,000,000 
annually to the composers group. 


Bremen’s Victory March 


A victory march, “Mitchel Field or 
Heaven,” has been composed by 
Prof. August Joseph Koehl, uncle 
of Capt. Koehl, pilot of the German 
monoplane, Bremen, which success- 
fully made the western trans- 
Atlantic flight last week, dedicated 
to the intrepid Teutonic fliers. 

Jack Mills, Inc., is rushing the 
number out as a topical song offer- 
ing. 


Am. Society Meeting 


Tomorrow (Thursday) is the 
meeting day of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers to consider the several 
| proposed amendments carried over 
from three weeks abo. 

Jack Yellen’s particular complaint 
elassification will be discussed 


and passed on, 
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as the writer. 


“More to Be Pitied Than Censured,” 
old boys. 


Waldorf, 


near Mitchell Field. That accounts 


the band. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Z Old Boys by Singing Waiters 
“Diamond Lil,” the special number inserted in Mae West's show of 
that name, has Bob Sterling, general manager of the melodrama, listed 
The show dealing with life in New York's underworld 
30 years ago has singing waiters warbling “Bird In a Gilded Cage,” 
“Maggie Murphy’s Home” and other 
Sterling's tune has the swing and rhythm of songs of that 

period and, moreover, is well spotted in the show. 


Victor Herbert's Only Pupil 


Paul Lannin’s Aviation orchestra was added to Gene Buck's “Take 
the Air” when the musical moved to the Earl Carroll Monday from the 
It marked Lannin's entrance into the band field, he formerly 
having been musical director for Vincent Youman’s “Hit the Deck.” 

Lannin is said to have been the only pupil of the late Victor Herbert. 
His father, J. J. Lannin, former baseball magnate, is now operator of 
the Salisbury, L. I., golf courses, and owner of the Garden City hotel, 


for the aviation moniecker tacked on 


Two Musicians Lose 
Wives in Detroit Court 


Detroit, April 17. 
Salvatore Bertuglia, said by his 
wife, Loretta, to be a cornetist in 
Paul Whiteman’s orchestra, was de- 
clared loser in a divorce suit filed 
in Circuit Court here. Mrs. Bertuglia 
charged cruelty before Judge Moy- 
nihan. 
Another musician to find his 
marital ties severed last week was 
George H. Physter. Judge Moynihan 
also passed the word in this one, 


W. C. M. C.’s Moving 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Fanchon and Marco will give a 
number of their masters of cere- 
monies new abodes next week. 
Gene Morgan, out of the Boulevard, 
goes to the Egyptian, Hollywood. 
Lynn Cowan, from Pasadena, re- 
turns to the Boulevard, and from 
the Broadway, Portland, Hermie 
King moves to the Senator in Sac- 
ramento, with George’ Stollberg 
getting the Portland post, after 
leaving the Egyptian. 

Jay Brower, who is being re- 
placed by King in Sacramento, will 
go to the California in San Jose, 
with Joe Sinai, at that house tem- 
porarily, joining Rube Wolf again 
at the Warfield, San Francisco. 


Goldfield Vice Busse 


That Henry Busse’s split with 

Paul Whiteman is no momentary 
matter is evidenced by Whiteman’s 
signing of Harry Goldfield 
(“Goldie”), the comedy trumpeter 
of Jan Garber’s orchestra, to re- 
place Busse. Goldie and Busse are 
of like stature and build and the 
general patronage will easily mis- 
take one for the other or notice no 
difference. 
Busse is going under Harry Bes- 
try’s management as a bandmaster 
on his own, taking over Frank 
Cornwell’s Crusaders, now at Jans- 
sen’s midtown Hofbrau-Haus, New 
York. Cornwell is going m. ec. for 
Publix, having good stage presence 
and an excellent tenor voice. 


Organist-Pianist Doubling 

Leo Arands has replaced Eddie 
Ward as piano soloist with “Lovely 
Lady,” Shubert musical. He is 
teamed with Gene La Pique in the 
pit. 

Arands has been doubling for the 
past two weeks from Loew’s State, 
Newark, where he is organist. 


Music Stores’ Sales 


Washington, April 17. 

Compiling the wide variance in 
retail sales stores, the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States re- 
ports music stores sales in Denver, 
one of 11 typical cities selected, as 
$107,314, while in Springfield, an- 
other of the 11 cities, the sales 
were recorded at $36,144, 
Checking back on Denver dis- 
closes music sales as approximately 
five times the total of jewelry sales 
and about the same proportionate 
rate ahead of heating and plumb- 
ing fixtures in that city. 


Handy at Carnegie 


W. C. Handy, the colored com- 
poser, will give a concert at Care 
negie Hall April 27. 

Handy will be assisted by an or- 
chestra and a group of jubilee 
singers, 
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Radio Rambles 


Herb Straub in a seasonal moodle, 
arranged by Irving Glucksman was 
caught on WAHM, the Stromberg- 
Carlson station in Rochester, broad- 
easting from Buffalo. The sym- 
phonic orchestra through 
clearly and cleanly, featuring some 
well-balanced arrangements of un- 
usual calibre. 


May Boyd's concert ensemble at 
the Leverich Towers Hote}, Brook- 
lyn, was caught in the midst of a 
dinner program through the hotel's 
own station. The program was ju- 
diciously selected, of sufficiently 
light texture to appeal generally. 


B. A. Rolfe’s crack band from the 
Palais a’Or, with “Song of Songs” 
and “tiumoreskimo,” impressed 
anew on the contrasting versatility 
of this organization, doing hot, 
sweet and novelty syncopation with 
_ equal facility. Rolfe manifests con- 
siderable showmanship in his pro- 
gram pacing, and in view of this 
veteran showman’s past experience 
and performances he suggests him- 
self as a natural radio showman. 


WSGH, etherizing a test program 
for a new transmitter, seemed to be 
highly successful in the experiment. 
It came through excellently, al- 
though the early a. m. hour was an 
asset. Without naming the record- 
ing artist or label, George Olsen's 
Victor disk version of “The Best 
Things in Life Are Free” was heard. 


Joan Adair’s Popularity 

Joan Adair, nee Rose Adair of the 
merry-merry, has developed into 
quite a prima. Miss Adair is of the 
regular WMCA radio stock com- 
pany every afternoon on behalf of 
divers commercials. She comes 
through excellently, and is probably 
developing a little rep all her own 
with the mid-day listeners-in. An 
evening session every so often to 
generally familiarize her would not 
be amiss for more rapid advance- 
ment. 


Frank Advertiser 

“Yes, We Sell Real Sill,” 
etc., was the parody on the w. k. 
“baby” ditty to introduce the Real 
Silk Buddies, plugging a Newark 
hosiery and silk negligee company 
on WAAM. Nothing subtle about 
this radio advertiser. If your pa- 
tience and a desire to tune out are 
sufficiently controiled. they drum 
their message into public conscious- 
ness without any particular subter- 
fuge or gentility. 


“St. Louis Blues” is cetting a great 


play these days. t 
WRBKN, unreeled it as a_ torrid 
“mouth organ” specialty, and Matty 
Cohen, on WLTH, ragged it on the 
ivories. It’s a particular after-mid- 
night favorite for DX fans. Abel. 


Whiteman on 40 Stations 
At 1-2 A. M. for Musicians 


Next Wednesday night (April 
25), between 1 and 2 a. m. eastern 
standard time, the combined red and 
blue networks of the National 
Broadcasting Company, totaling 
about 40 stations and reaching an 
audience of many millions, will 
broadcast a special program’ by 
Paul Whiteman and his orchestra. 
Ferde Grofe’s new “Blue Fantasy,” 
running 18 minutes, will be the fea- 
ture composition of the program. It 
will have the composer-arranger at 
the piano explaining the treatment 
and symphonic development of the 
jazz themes. 

The late hour was chosen because 
of Whiteman’s desire edify 
the many professional musicians 
throughout the country who would 
otherwise be unable to listen in. 

A $500 cash prize for a suitable 
title to the new symphonic jazz 
composition, which is only tenta- 
tively titled “Blue Fantasy,” is of- 
fered. The prize offer cannot be 
made on the NBC network because 
of policy, nor will the NBC publi- 
cize such information for the same 
reason. Unless Jimmie Gillespie 
for Whiteman lands space on the 
topic, Variety will be the sole 
means of dissemination in this re- 
spect. 

The date was selected because it 
is the birthday of Mrs. Wilberforce 
J. Whiteman of Denver, the mother 
of the jazz maestro. 

Grofe developed the fantasy from 
several “hot” themes supplied by 
Matt Maneck and Harry Barris of 
the Whiteman orchestra. The lat- 
ter is also a member of the White- 
man Rhythm Boys who will be fea- 
tured in a specialty. 


Al Wohiman has taken over the 
Walton Hotel roof in Philadelphia 
and will conduct it for the summer. 
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Edison Records 


ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 
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Protection Indemnity 


An indemnity damage clause 
to compel broadcasting artists 
to conform with their employ- 
er’s wishes as to the standard 
of the programs may be the 
solution to what is now the big 
problem of radio's relationship 
between artist and sponsor. 

The Atwater Kent contract, 
generally belleved to be the 
standard of its type, merely 
provides for conformance with 
the commercial advertising 
company’s wishes in regard 
to program material, manner 
of presentation, etc., but as was 
evidenced in the last Dodge 
Brothers’ program on March 
29, it meant little. 


RADIO LEADERS 
REBEL 
DICTATION 


Lopez Joins with WOR— 
Whiteman Declined to 
Recognize Authority 


One of the biggest radio names 
on the air, Vincent Lopez and his 
orchestra, has broken away from 
WEAF in anger at the National 


Broadcasting Company’s’ recent 
ruling against orchestra leaders 
personally handling the “mike.” 


Lopez switches to WOR this week. 


Since the first of the year the 
N. B. C.’s staff announcers have 
been assigned to hotels and nite 
clubs to make the formal announce- 
ments of song titles, eliminating 
the radio attraction’s personality 
ftom the ether. 

Lopez's “Hello everybody, Lopez 
speaking” is one of the best-known 
radio trade-marks through the 
manner of speech and inflection. It 
was an unmistakable asset for Lo- 
pez and the radio, and like almost 
all the other’ self-announcing 
maestros, including Bernie, Rolfe 
and others, Lopez did not abuse the 
privilege through over-plugging. 

Almost ail of the present N. B. C. 
radio stars are displeased with the 
broadcasting company’s arbitrary 
exercise of its power in eliminating 
the attraction’s voice from the air 
in favor of a _ stereotyped an- 
nouncer’s routine. 


WOR Liberal 


On the WOR station Lopez will 
be given full latitude to develop his 
radio personality, with special con- 
tinuity supplied by the station‘’s ra- 
dio authors to build certain of Lo- 
pez’s specialists. 

The N. B. C. high handedly at- 
tempted to dictate to Paul White- 
man on the Dodge Brothers’ hour 
what he should and should not play. 
particularly concerning “Ramona,” 
which waltz Whiteman featured 
after Dolores Del Rio’s vocal “ren- 
dition.” The station deemed it too 
much of a song plug, but White- 
man’s own ideas prevailed, miffing 
the leader particularly since he was 
not employed by the N. B. C., but 
was accountable solely to the Dodge 
company. 


Forest Gables Raided 


Cincinnati, April 17. 

Eight federal prohibition agents, 
Some wearing tuxedos and accom- 
panied by women, raided the Forest 
Gables Supper Club at Dayton early 
Sunday morning. 

Arthur W. Miller, proprietor: 
Robert W. Eckhardt, manager, and 
Chester G. Maples, floor manager, 
were placed under technical arrest 
on charges of sale of appurtenance 
for drinking and ordered to appear 
before United States Commissioner 
Rogers in Dayton. 


WNBA Ordered Off 


Washington, April 17. 
The Radio Commission yesterday 
ordered WNBA, Forest Park, [il., 
permanently off the air “for viola- 
tions of the commission's orders.” 
This is the first time the com- 
mission has exercised its punitive 
powers. 
Station ts owned by Michael T. 


Ralfteriy. 


- 
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Hardbeoiled Cunningham 
Nabs Milwaukee Guinan 


Milwaukee, April 16. 


This town’s first “Texas Guinan” 
is facing a jail term as a result of 
raids by federal drys last week in 
which four of the more prominent 
downtown night clubs were hit. 


The woman, Loraine Fritz, is li- 
censee and hostess at the Monte 
Carlo which reopened less than a 
month ago after having been pad- 
locked for a year. The raiders hit 
the place while Miss Fritz, a Chi- 
cagoan, was out, She was arrested 
later on a federal warrant. While 
no liquor was found in the night 
club proper, several bottles were 
taken from living quarters upstairs. 


The same night the agents hit the 
Moulin Rouge, where the liquor was 
carried by a bottle man, the Ritz 
cafe where Mrs. Emil Herro, whose 
husband is now serving a sentence 
for running the Frolic, which was 
next door to the Ritz, was arrested; 
Little Nick's, an old-time barroom, 
and the Little Old New York, a 
chicken sandwich joint. 


The raids came just prior to the 
announcement that W, Frank Cun- 
ningham, who has been responsible 
for the tightening of the lid in this 
town, had been given a permanent 


Dallas Prefers Cafeterias 


Dallas, April 17. 
The night club racket in Dallas 


has proved somewhat of a failure. 
Out of the five or six clubs which 
sprang up overnight, oniy two are 
surviving, Rainbo’ Gardens, road 
house, and La Boheme, within ihe 
city limits. 

La Boheme, managed by Lou 
Tuffner, made a real attempt at a 
first-class club, with an m. c. and 
a chorus, but biz was no good. 

Several erstwhile night clubs have 
become cafeterias. 


ningham has been the toughest en- 
forcement chief the town has seen 
and practically every night club has 
been locked up by him. 

On receiving his appointment, 
which means he will stick, Cun- 
ningham had the newspapers publish 
a statement that from now on 
“Milwaukee will be dry.” He said 
he would ask to double the enforce- 
ment squad here and sponge this 
section of the country until it re- 
sembles the Sahara. 


Les Reio Sailing 
Les Reio sails for London April 


appointment as dry chief here. Cun- 


21 to appear at the Florida Club. 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK 


Ambassadeurs 


Blackbirds Rev 
Ada Ward 
Adelaide 
U 8 Thompson 
Eddie Gray 
Will Vodery Bd 


Bamboo taa 


Hilda Rogers 
Honey Brown 
Taylor 32 
Virginia Wheeler 
Violet Speedy 
Marion Smith 
Dorothy Phillips 
Henri Saparo Bd 


Castillian Royal 
Harold Leonard Or 
Buddy Trudy 
Al Schenk 
Fawn & Jardon 
Merman & Keddin 


Chez Fiorence 


Sneeze & Paimer 
Florence's Orch 


Club Barney 
Alice Weaver 
Walter O'Keefe 
Bleanor Kern 
Hale Byers’ Orch 


Club Ebony 


Colored Show 
Ebony Bd 


Clum Lide 


Rosita & Ramon 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Club Monterey 


Jack Irving 
Ruth Dix 

Jerry Osborn 
Myda Adams 
Helen Flynn 
Peggy Bolton 


Frank Cornwell 


Club Richman 
Geo Olsen Orch 
Juliette Johnson 
Geo Murpny 

Connie’s Inn 
Sam Manning Rev 
Leroy Tibbs Orch 

Evergiades 
Eari Lindsey Rev 
Eddie Chester 


Jardin Royal 


Svecht'’s Rev 
Paul Specht Orch 


Leverich Towers 
Hotel 


Brooklyn 
Mel Craig Orch 
Little Clab 


Eddie Davis 
Fred Dexter Orch 


S4th St. Club 
Dan Healy Rey 
Fuzzy Knight 
Frances Shelley 
Alice Ridnour 
Eddie South Orch 

frivolity 
N TG Rev 
Wercell Sis 
Mary Adams 
Maryon Dale 
Evelyn Sather 
Eleanor Galil 
Jean Murray 
Pete Woolery 
Jack White 
Tom Timothy Bd 
Helen Morgan's 
Helen Morgan 
Iane Sis 
Arturo Gordont 
Dorothy Croyle 
Almee Revere 
J Friedman Bd 
Gus Good 


Frank Cornwell Or 

Hote 

Grace Hill 

Geo Marshall 

Van der Zanden Or 
Hotel Biltmore 

Madl'ne Northway 

Gee Chiles 

B Cummins Or 


Hotel Menger 


Jack Linton Orch 


Ambassador} 


Dorothy Barbour 

Eliz Higgins 

Jack Clifford 

Beth Miller 

Lane Sis 

4 Masters 

Ben Pollack Orch 

Loretta McDermont 
Clab 

Loretta McDermott 

Joe Frisco 

George Walsh 

Hauser Bros 

Manhatters Orch 

Montmartre 


Emil Coleman Bd 


MecAlpin Hotei 
McAlpineers’ Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 


Will Oakland 
Landau’s Bd 


Palais D'Or 


B A Rolfe Ba 
Rolfe’s Rev 


Park Centr’! Hotel 
Arnold Johnson Or 


Parody Club 
Jimmie Durante 
Lou Clayton 
Eddie Jackson 
Parody Rev 
Garret & Lizt 
Lily de Lys 
Frankie Morris 


Hal Kemp Orch 


Helen Grey 
Thelma Carleton 


Muriel Holland 
Annette Ryan 
Jean Rolling 
Durante’s Orch 


Pennsylvania Hote! 
Johnny Johnson Or 
Salon Reya)l 

Texas Guinan 


Tommy Lyman 
Jacques Green Or 


Silver Slipper 


N T G Rev 
Barbara Lake 
Mollie O’ Doherty 
Evelyn Martin 
Hanley Sis 
La Vergne Lambert 
Harriett Marned 
Patrica Grandes 
Jean Russell 
Le Claire & Mae 
John Walsh 
Jimmy O'Brien 
Tom Gott Orch 
Small’s Paradise 
L'n’rd Harper’s Rv 
Atta Biake 
Jazzbo Hilliard 
Dewey Brown 
Sherman & White 
Susie Wrotem 
Alto Oates 
Bee Footes 
Blondina Stern 
Bronze Chorus 
Chas Johnson Ba 


Strand Root 
Jack Connor’s Rev 
Ten East 60th 
Margaret Zolnay 

David Gerry 
Larry Siry Or 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Meyer Davis Or 
Woodmansten Inn 
Vincent Lopez Or 


Frank Libuse 


CHICAGO 


Alabam 


Dale Dyer 

Lew King 
Ralph Bart 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie South Bd 


Alamo 
Al Handler Bd 
Eveiyn Hoffman 
Alfredo & Maxine 
Miidred Boline 
Mons Ricardo 

Ansonia 
Evelyn Dean 
Lew Jenkins 
He'en Gordon 
Ted Ledford 
Sleevemver Sig 
Bobbie Pincus 
June Harrisoa 


Helen Nafe 
Bill Kranz Ba 
Chez-Frierre 


Plerret Nuyten Rv 
Earl Hoffman's Or 


College Inn 


Joe Regan 
Ruth Etting 
Sherman Bd 


Colosimos 


Maude Hanlon 
Joffre Sis 
Mearae Sis 
Teddy Martin 
Norma Lentz 
Art Wititams 


Frolics 


Born & Lawrence 
Nellie Nelson 

Hal Hixon 

Lillian Barnes 

De Carlos & Louise 
Hilleen & Meleida 
Charley Straight 


Golden Pumpkin 


Banks Sisters 
Russell & Durkin 
Gene Gill 


Jean Gave 


Austin Mack Bd 


Katinka Olub 


Joe Allen 

Trixie Rose 
Grace Russell 
Danny Varross 
Lee Gunning 
Smith-Hades Bd 
McCune 8is 
Fred White Bad 


Kelly’s Stables 


Bobby Danders 


Bernice & Brown 

Honey Maples 
Johnny Dodd 
Monty & Hawkins 


Kennebrew 3 
Johnny Dodds’ Bd 


Lantern Cafe 
Al Wagner Bd 
Freddy De Syrette 
George Taylor 
Betty Tascott 
Norma Lenze 
Gladyce Kilday 
Harriet Smith 


Lido 


Inez Gamble 
Kaaithue & Kaena 
Charile Schultz 
Barry Clay Bd 


Lindo Ina 


Rose Taylor 

Roy Mack Rey 
Josephine Bruce 
Rose Page 

Babe Fisher 

Fred Burke Band 


Parudy Club 


Sammy Dyer 


Zita & Howard 


Margie Ryan 
Phil Murphy 
Harry Harris 
Virginia Sheftall 
Flossie Sturgiss 
Jules Novit Bd 


Rainbo Gardens 


John Reed 
Irene George 
Adams Sis 
Bernice Kelly 
Sol Wagner Bd 


Samovar 


Olive O'Neill 
Carroll & Gorman 
Joffre Sis 
Fred Walte Bd 


Terrace Garden 
Sophie Kasmir 
Gertrude Clauss 
Joe Sullivan 

velyn Hoffman 
Spike Hamilton Bd 


Vanity Fair 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Karola 
ick Hughes 
Betty Brown 
Leo Wolf isa 


WASHINGTON 


Cariton 


Harry Albert 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Chantecter 


Paul Fidelman 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Club Madrillon 


Tommy Mananan 
J O'Donnell Orch 


E Dougherty Orch 
Paul Tidelman 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Roma Gardens 
Chas Wright Orch 
Swanee 

Al Kamons 

Meyer Davis Orch 
Wardman Park 

Sidney Harris 

Meyer Davis Orch 


Club Lido 
Broadway Follies 
Chariie Crafts 

Club Madrid 
Chic Barrymore 
Velos Yolande 


Lotus 

Club Mirador 
M Harmon Orch Mayflower 

Le Paradis sidney Seidenmann 
Harry Albert Sidney’s Orch 
Jean Wallin Piceadilly 
Jocely Lyle Al Wohlman 
Marcella Hardie Murray Sis 


Pauline Zenoa 
Buddy Truly 


Joe Canduilo Orch! 


Jean Gaynor 
Isabella Dwan 
Mattie Wynne 


Al White 
Aveada Charkoule 
Abe Balinger's Rev 


Walton Roof 


LeRoy Smith Orch 


: 
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| | | 
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_W.dnesday, April 18, 1928 


Barnes Denies Paternity 
Of Three Children 
In Divorce Action 


Los Angeles, April 17. 

Paternity of three minor children 
was denied in Superior Court by 
A. G. Barnes Stonehouse, known as 
Al. G. Barnes and owner of the cir- 
eus bearing his name. Barnes made 
the startling announcement when a 
motion for alimony pending trial 


of a divorce action was being 
argued. 

Mrs. Barnes requested that a 
temporary injunction restraining 


Barnes from moving his circus out- 
side of the court jurisdiction be 
made permanent. However, Judge 


‘Fletcher Bowron dissolved this or- 


der with the qualification that 
Barnes is restrained from trans- 


ferring or encumbering real estate 
or other corporate property he may 
own pending the trial of the divorce 
action. 

Mrs. Barnes brought suit for di- 
vorce against her husband charg- 
ing that Carlotta Bricker, animal 
trainer, had stolen her husband’s 
heart away. Pending trial of the 
action she desires $2,500 alimony. 

Attorneys for Barnes argued that 
the latter had obtained a divorce 
from his wife in Nevada, and that 
this decree should be recognized as 
legal in California. On behalf of 
Mrs. Barnes it was contended that 
the Nevada divorce was obtained 
fraudulently as Barnes, or Stone- 
house, has always been a resident 
of California and never took up 
residence in Nevada. 

In denying the paternity of the 
three children Barnes said to the 
court, “These are not my children. 
¥ took them into my home because 
I felt sorry for them. They were 
born before my marriage to Mrs. 
Barnes.” 

The court did not pass on the le- 
gality of the Nevada divorce pend- 
ing further argument on the sepa- 
rate maintenance action. 


St. Lovis Lot No More 
St. Louis, April 17. 

Handlan’s Park, a big circus lot 
for 20 years, is passing. 

The grandstand an@ bleachers of 
what was once the Federal League 
baseball park have been condemned 
as unsafe. 


OUTDOORS 


VARIETY 


At Coney Cops Kept 
Crowd on the Move 


A crowd of 250,000 at Coney Is- 
land on the balmy Sunday starting 
this week found upon arrival that 
a stiff breeze from the ocean kept 
them off the boardwalk. This left 
the visitors to patrol Surf avenue. 
where the police told them to move 
on whenever stopping to listen to 
the spielers or ballyhoos. 

Crowd gathering and ballyhooing 
at the seashore were -ecently 
banned by the police. This week 
the island’s concessionaires are 
holding a meeting with a view of 
having the edict lifted or modified. 


33 Circus Performers [ll 


The sick list for the Ringling- 
Barnum circus at Madison Square 
Garden last week totaled 33 per- 
formers. Influenza is reported 
afflicting a number, with colds be- 
ing general because of the drafty 
entrances in the Garden. This ap- 
pears a seasonal complaint. 

Shorty Flemm, an addition to the 
clown contingent, sustained a frac- 
tured knee-cap and will be eut of 
the show for several weeks. Polo- 
dor, one of the clowns featured in 
the boxing burlesque, is out with a 
heavy cold, though the bit was re- 
tained. 

With several understanders il} in 
the Yaccopi Family, the entire turn 
was forced out. Monday, Wilemina 
Wallenda was abed with a fever, 
the three brothers doing the high- 
wire act without her. 

The Ringling outfit will take to 
canvas with a roster of 1,500 per- 
sons, nearly 100 more than last 
season. 


“101” Set For St. Louis 
St. Louis, April 17. 


Frank Braden, the circus p. @., 
is in St. Louis paving the way for 
the 101 Ranch show, which comes 
to St. Louis the latter part of April. 
Mrs. Braden, who is Bee Star, of 
vaudeville, remains on the West 
Coast. 


Larry Lawrence, former Dutch 
comedian of Lawrence and Grey, 
is with the Yates office in New York 
as an agent. 


Sell 


Chicago, April 15. 


Sells Floto started its season 
Saturday with a great break, the 
biggest opening day it has ever had 
in Chicago. Outfit is in the Coli- 
seum for 16 days and opens under 
eanvas April 30 in Peru, Ind., its 
winter headquarters. * 

The past few years the breezy city 
has taken a renewed interest in this 
outdoor entertainment. Last season 
witnessed a record-breaking open- 
ing date for this Mugivan-Ballard- 
Bowers aggregation, favorite of the 
midwest. Sells Floto was minus 
some of its highlights Saturday 
night, but nevertheless impressed as 
the most prominent and entertain- 
inc outdoor attraction produced in 


the west. Quite a few acts and ani- 
mals have been added since last 
season. 


One of the missing features, a Si- 
berian tiger riding on the back of 
an elephant, was called off after 
dress rehearsal, when the elephant 
butted out a partition in the cage 
and the tiger almost escaped through 
the aperture. It was figured unwise 
to try the stunt before a crowd. The 
combination are supposed to be 
natural enemies. Another feature 
missing was the double somersault 
in midair, usually performed by 
Mayme Waré@ while blindfolded and 
encased in a gunny-sack, the show’s 
big aerial kick. No reason given for 
the omission but understood it will 
be in. 

“Poodles” Hanneford, comic eques- 
trian who, with his family, had been 
starring the Sello Floto lineup for 


Floto 


years, has been gone two seasons 
and is replace@ by his brother 
George. The latter is working a la 
“Poodles” and looked almost as good 
as his brother. 

Performance routine is similar to 
last season with few exceptions. 
Opening parade brought out as good 
dressing as can be found in a cir- 
cus. The garland drill, worked by 
two dozen men on horseback, was 
executed without a muff. Following 
was “Congo,” the pink sweating 
hippo, who pulled a cart around the 
ring with his stubby legs to many a 
chirp from the juveniles. A beauty 
parade, worked with white horses, 
white bowers, pigeons, etc., was 
given a tinge of modernity by bill- 
ing the beauts as Baby Wampus 
star aspirants. 

Military drill by two sets of Shet- 
land ponies was handled by William 
Wells and Joe Miller, equestrian di- 
rector. Miller has his horses well 
trained in all departments, especi- 
ally in pickout work. Acrobatics on 
the brewery nags, a later feature, 
were efficiently handled by Cecil 
Lowande Co., and Kathryn Breen’s 
unit. 

Pete Taylor, animal trainer, 
looked like he was getting consider - 
able opposition in the cage with six 
lions and an equal number of tigers. 
Tigers were mild enough, but one of 
the lions seemed nasty and had 
Taylor continuously using his hook, 
a chair and a gat at the same time. 
He got all of them on their bunks 
and off in time for the whistle. 

Buffalo Bill’s wild west is always 


in New Jersey. 


ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 


SWIMMING POOL. 150 x 300 FEET 
READY FOR DECORATION DAY OPENING 


Want Name Dance Bands for Handsomest Ballroom 
Two Wheels, Ice Cream, 


Frankfurter Stands Open 


Want Circus Side Show, Kiddie Rides, Crystal Maze, Tumble Bug, 
Ferris Wheel, American Palmistry 


ARCOLA AMUSEMENT PARK, Rochelle Park, N. J. 


combined with the circus during 
the Jocal showing. A dozen caw- 
boys and girls, headed by Colorado 
Cotton, went through a forte line 
ef fancy riding with only one mis- 
hap. One gal tried to climb under 
her steed and got kicked. Roping 


‘climax was the lassoing of three 
equestrians by Cotton, The Kimball, 


Kell and King Sisters, al) in threes. 


xot flash billing for their iron jaw | 


coulines as “a daring display of 
dental dexterity.” 


Sells-Floto grows in merit. More 


| Minute attention to detail was no- 
} ticeable in all of the attendant fea- 


tures. For years circus men were 
content to pay particular attention 
to the big flashes on the program, 
leaving the minor items and per- 
formers to more or less shift for 
themselves. A regrettable fact is 
that the art of being a clown is 
now neglected. Here they are re- 
sorting to the cheapest of slap-stick 
and are just getting by. An indis- 
pensible circus feature, the clowns 
are still used as fillers. Plenty of 
them, but not of the studied per- 
fection possessed by their prede- 
cessors, 

Adding a dash of true circus 
flavor were the show's three prize 
equestrians, Mona Connors, Percy 
Clark and Cecil Lewande. Miss 
Connors is capable, and her bare- 
back terpsichore is not to be 
sneezed at. Her mount was no sen- 
sation, however, and if one of sev- 
eral fine horses with the show were 
available to use she should grab it 
from the standpoint of showman- 
ship. Two riders, Clark and Low- 
ande, whom it was impossible to 
identify, both did well. One of them 
features @ somersault through a 
hoop while mounted. 

Pole balaneing is featured by 
three groups, and Three and a Half 
Arleys, the Youngs and the Solts. 
Perhaps the most difficult bit is 
that of the Arleys, who feature 
head-to-head balancing, using a 40- 
foot pole. All three acts are classi- 
fied as breathers, and justly so in 
varying degrees. Next into the 
track were a group of high diving 
dogs, some monkeys for laughs and 
a pack of greyhounds with some 
nice leaps. A Russian wolfhound, 
booked for a high jump, balked, but 
Betty, one of the greyhounds (fea- 
tured) cleared the eight-foot hur- 
dle. -Joe Miller is responsible for 
the canines and capable. 

Erma Ward, premier aerial gym- 
nast, is not over billed. Her “re- 
markable display of human endur- 
ance” is truly that in doing 100 one 
arm turnovers, to a perfect count. 
Lillian Leitzel, of the Ringling- 
Barnum ensemble, has eliminated 
the count and cut down the num- 
ber of plunges. Miss Ward might 
well do likewise. Her’s is the most 
gripping solo performance of the 
show excepting, perhaps, the lions 
and tigers. 

Throughout the show the notes 
of the ealliope blend with the typi- 
eal circus band under the direction 
of Spader Jehnson. Combo lends 
real circus atmosphere, and that is 
a good part of the circus. 

Billed as “Kings and Queens of 
the Silver Thread” are Freda (Fred) 
Biggs, Harry and Mary Scranton, 
Bert Sloan, Tom and Betty Waters, 
and the Vernetta Clark duo. Bert 
Slean, featured No. 2 ring per- 
former, introduces the dance to the 
tizghtwire. Biggs, female imperson- 
ator, does wonders with slack wires 
and ropes, while the Vernetta Clark 
Duo blossom forth in a wire danc- 
ing novelty, blindfolded and jump- 
ing through hoops while on the 
steel string. 

Irene Ledgett, Effie Rairden and 
Bobbie Cornet worked the ele- 
phants. The pachyderms, ted by 
Floto, the four ton jumbo of Sells- 
Floto, acquitted themselves ad- 
mirably. Particularly good in 
bridge building on the hippodrome 
track. Three groups of 12 horses 
each were put through ring-driiis 
by Walter Radde, William Wells 
and Laverne Hauser. Well trained 
and responded nicely. 

Numbered among the acrobats 
and tumblers were the Seven Tip- 
Tops, the Ten Tangiers and the 
Eight Monge Troupe, the latter fea- 
tured. Tip-Tops feature tumbling, 
neatly done; Ten Tangiers, Arabi- 
ans, were nicely presented in fast 
ground tumbling, and the Eight 
Monges, recent importation from 
South America, had some unusual 
routines and worked some good 
spring-board jumps. 

All three aerial trapeze aggrega- 
tions were credible. The Clark- 
onians, featured, and the Nine Fly- 
ing Wards and Fisher-Sullivan’s 
following in. This Clarkonian Duo, 
flyers, is a sensational combination. 


The Nine Wards, just as note- 
worthy as ever, did their usual 
stuff, as did the Fisher-Sullivan or- 
ganization. Mayme Ward’s gunny- 


sack somersault, to @ caich, wus 

obvious by its very absence, 
Among the equestriennes are 

many girls in fine riding form. Re- 


| viewers were surprised at their ap- 
parent 
finales 


of the 
50 


youth, and in 
of the show, 
women ride out 
mounted numbers, 
horsemanship was noted. 
Hunt scene was the standout, 


one 
in which 
for 
really excellent 
A Fox 


‘the girls riding and singing. It 


could be improved if the hounds 
i were broken 
| horses. 
falso a 

} Hicker, 


to run akead of the 
jumping was 
Hazel 
slanche 


Some fine 
featured attraction. 
Cyse O'Dell and 


ensemble | 


all 


Obituary 


GEORGE H. LIGHTON 

George H. Lighton, former man- 
ager of the Erlanger theatre, Buf- 
jfalo, died April 11 at the home of 
jhis sister in Syracuse, N. ¥. He 
jleft Buffalo three weeks ago, ill of 
{heart trouble. 
Mr. Lighton in 1906 was treasurer 
the Hyperion, New Haven, and 
|}some months later assumed the 
management. He was shifted to 
Worcester, Mass., in 
capacity. Later he was brought to 
New York to take charge of one of 


managerial | 


died at the hospital jast sunimer, 
with the mother and sen in adjoins 
ing rooms. 

Mr. MacBride’s il] health forced 


his retirement about four years ago. 
He had entered the theatrical busi- 


ness about 35 years age, was man- 


ager for Weber & Fields in New 
York fur years, served as company 
and house manager for the Shubert 
jinterests and managed the New 
York Hippodrome under Chas. Dil~ 
lingham. Mr. MacBride was a mem- 
ber of the Friars’ (ub of New 


Marcus Loew 


the Shubert houses. In 1911 he 
managed the Winter Garden, New 
York. Later he was transferred to 
St. Louis. In 1926 he was assigned 
as resident manager of the Shubert- 
Teck, Buffalo. 

When the new Erlanger theatre 
opened Labor Day, 1927, Mr. 
Lighton was its manager. 

Mr. Lighton was the son of the 
late Assemblyman and Mrs. John 
Lighton. His widow survives. In- 
terment in Syracuse. 

The wife of James J. Doherty, 
singer, died April 5 at her home, 
473 Sackett street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


ARTHUR FOURNIER 

Arthur Fournier, 37, one of the 
leaders of the younger musical com- 
posers on the Coast, died suddenly 
April 13 at the Hollywood Hospital, 
Los Angeles. Death was caused by 
euremic poisoning after an illness 
of several hours. Fournier returned 
from New York just a few days 
before his death. While in the east 
he made arrangements for the pro- 
duction next season of one of his 
operettas, “The Hungarian Rhap- 
sody." He also completed plans for 
the production of “The Squaw 
Girl” in Los Angeles this fall. Four- 
nier was born in Grayling, Mich., 
and educated at Notre Dame and 
the University of Michigan. He 
came to Los Angeles 12 years ago, 
and six years later left to study 
abroad. He returned from Europe 
three years ago. His mother, liv- 
ing with him, survives. Body will 
be taken to Michigan for burial. 


PERCY SAGE 

Percy Sage, 67, theatrical man- 
ager and press representative, died 
in Atlantic City, N. J., recently. 
Sage had been associated with 
Wagenhals & Kemper when they 
produced “Paid in Full,” “Seven 
Days” and “The Greyhound.” Dur- 
ing the period of their retirement 
he joined Belasco’s staff as man- 
ager of David Warfield. He returned 
to the W. & K. office with “The 
Bat.” Interment in Buffalo, N. Y. 
Sage leaves a widow and a brother. 


R. C. CARTON 

R. C. Carton, 74, dramatist, died 
in London April 1. Starting as an 
actor, deceased turned to the pen 
and wrote for all the big light com- 
edy actors of his day. 

Among his Dest known plays were 
“Lord and Lady Algy,” “Wheels 
Within Wheels,” “Sunlight and 
-Shadow,” “The Tree of Knowledge,” 
“Liberty Hall.” His style was 
sparkling with wit, and in most of 
his comedies his wife—known as 
Miss Compton—appeared. 

ROBERT W. MacBRIDE 

Robert W. MacLride, 60, 
atrical manager, died at the Good 
Samaritun hospital, Lexington, Ky., 


April 16, following a three years’ 
iliness. Mr. MacBride was brought 
to the hospital one year and two 
weeks ago with no hope for his re- 
covery. His mother, Mrs. Virginia 


Williamson MacBride of Versailles, 


Wells, ladies of the saddle, are de- 
serving of particular attention. 
Dancing horses, soloing, bespoke 
excellent training, 

Races, as usual, for the close. 
First was the gent’s flat race, the 
pony and monkey race, the liberty 
race (one horse without a rider), 
the Roman standing race, and the 
Roman chariot races, 

Ring masters were effectively 
wardrobed and performed efficient- 
ily. Announcing was clear. Sellis- 
Floto staff embodies Zack Terrell, 


general manager; Jess H. Adkins 
assistant general manager; Fred 
| Ledgett, equestrian dire 
de Lechte, treasurer; Vi 
Robbins, musical direct and J 


ewmay eneral ager 


jtraffic manager, dial 


ctor: 


ie tor 


York, the Masonic Order and Elks’ 
Club. 

He was unmarried. His remains 
were taken to Versailles and will be 
buried in the family lot in the 
Greenwood cemetery at Newport. 

Mr. MacBride had made all ar- 
rangements for a simple funeral and 
had purchased and erected a -grave- 
stone for his grave beside that of 
his mother, 


TOM BRADY 
Tom Brady, 30, stock player, died at 
the Tubercular sanitarium, Coving- 
tin, Ky., on April 8, He is survived 
by his parents. 


John Jasper for 50 years connect- 
ed with local theatres as usher or 
doorman, died in Quincy, Ill, April 
16, following a paralytic stroke last 
week. When stricken Jasper was 
serving as doorman at the Empire 
theatre. Mr. Jasper’s collection of 
old time piaybills and programs is 
famous in this section. 


Ralph Cupero, 87, musician, died 
April 11 in New York City. Cupero 
was the father of E. V. Cupero, con- 
ductor for “King of Kings” (film) 
on tour and three other’ sons, 
Michael, Joseph and Louts, all mu- 
sicians. 


Samuel E. Gross, 50, died April 4 
at the Harper Hospital, Detroit, 
after an illness of two years. The 
deceased is survived by a widow, 
nee Bessie Glen Buchanan, protege 
of the late Lillian Russell. Mrs. 
Gross was formerly on the New 
York “Morning Telegraph” and the 
Pittsburgh “Leader.” A daughter, 
5, also survives. 


Theodore Binzen, 60, fight pro- 
moter and sportsman, died at San 
Bernardino, Cal., April 12, of heart 
failure. He was watching a boxing 
match when overcome by excite- 
ment of seeing his man win. He 
was_well known in sporting circles 


on the Coast. 
Mother of Matt Duffin (Duffin 
and Draper) died at+»San Diego, 


the- | 


IN MEMORY OF OUR CLOSE 
| FRIEND AND ASSOCIATE 


JOTTO JORDAN 


'§ Max and Louis Dreyfus 


automobile 
She was on her way to 


April 12, an 
accident. 


| see her son. 


following 


E. K. Campbell, 75, formely with 
M-G-M studios as timekeeper and 
wardrobe manager of the Thomas 
iH. Ince studios, died April 9 in 


Hollywood, Cal. 


| 
| Andrew Kolb, 75, father of Clar- 
ence Kolb (Kolb and Dill) died April 
19 at Oakland, Cal. 


Deaths Abroad 
Paris, April 3. 
A. Boesnach, Duteh picture pro- 
ducer, died at Schiedam. 
Sterling Heilig, 357, 
journalist, died at the 
| Hospital of Paris. 
| Theresa Murphy, English, many 
jyears connected with the Paris 
| office of Chicago “Daily News,” died 
| from injuries received when 
knocked down by an automobile on 
ithe Paris streets, 
| Charles Wall, picture distributor 


American 
American 


(Felair Films), died suddenly of 
tapoplexy in Parts. 

Jean de Bonnefon, 63, French 
writer and critic, died in Paris of 


Bright's disease, 


| | = 
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subject te call, 


a-cad’e-my, | a-kad’e-my, n. (mies, 
pl.) 1. A school, especially one 
intermediate between a common 
school and college. 2. A learned 
society. 3. (A-) The school of the 
disciples of Plato; the Platonic 
philosophy. 

—Funk & Wagnalls Standard. 


Last night, in compliance with 
instructions, I boarded a Madison 
street surface car to cover a per- 
formance which the editor said was 
to be staged at the Academy Music 
Hall, 16 South Halsted street. Natu- 
rally, I felt quite elated, for had I 
not heretofore covered anything 


but obscure little vaude houses in 
disreputable corners of Chicago? 
With the possible exception, of 
course, of picture’ presentation 
houses. And there is no art of the 
high hat variety in presentations, 
now is there? 

So, when I got this assignment, 
I felt that I was reaching the pin- 
nacle of success ip my role of the 
embryo critique. I was to review 
a performance in the music hall of 
an academy. That was my impres- 
sion. And, not being particularly 
well versed, I consulted the office 
copy of a dull looking dictionary. 
According to this authority, I was 
to visit a place combining the cap 
and gown of college with the efforts 


When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


Wednesday and 


BLACKSTONE Saturday Mats. 


A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
GEO. M. COHAN Offers 


Grant Mitchell 


IN THE LAUGH SENSATION. 
The Baby Cyclone 


WOoDs 


CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


RAY DOOLEY 


in EDDIE DOWLING’S 
Musica 


Sidewalks of New York 
TAYLOR HOLMES 


IN 
“The Great Necker” 


& NEW COMEDY OF MODERN LIFE 
with MARJORIE GATESON 
NATE CARR, IRENE PURCELL 


A. H. WooDs’ I CLARK 
A DELPH at MADISON 
Mats. Wed. and Sat. 


JOHN GOLDEN Presents 
The Season's Dramatic Smash 


4 WALLS 


with 


Muni Wisenfrend 


and ORIGINAL N. Y. CAST 
TWICE 


ERLANGER DAILY 


A. L. ERLANGER Presents 


Eddie Dowling 


in the Season’s Musical Smash Hit 
“Honeymoon Lane” 


With the Original B’way Cast of 100 
Beauty Chorus and Production 


SELWYN Mats. Thurs. and Sat. 
SCHWAB and MANDEL Bring You 


THE NEW COLLEGIATE 
MUSICAL COMEDY 


“GOOD NEWS” 


with an 
ALL-AMERICAN TEAM OF PLAYERS 
FORTY FLAPPER FRESHIES 
ABE LYMAN (Himself) & HIS ORCH. 


ILLINOIS 


A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


BEATRICE LILLIE 


In a New Musical Farce Comedy 


“SHE’S MY BABY” 
with CLIFTON WEBB 


of a learned society and a school of 
Platonic disciples. 

Alighting from the street car, 
when the conductor called “Hul- 
sted street,” I found the neighbor- 
hood vaguely familiar. Surely, I 
had been here before? But no, I 
couldn't have been. I was certain 
that never in my life had I been in 
such close proximity to an institute 
of learning. There were several vile 
burl sque houses flaunting their 
banners of advertised nudity, but I 
passed them by. I had once covered 
these places, but now I was out to 
do literary criticism. 

Arrived at the Academy Music 
Hall, I was somewhat surprised to 
find a rather shabby looking the- 
atre front, but I took into consid- 
eration that art .s not infrequently 
starved. Money does not always 
flow to the altars of art. Surely 
it had passed this one up altogether. 

I paid my 25ec to the lady at the 
box office and told her that this rea- 
sonable price must surely be appre- 
ciated by the struggling aspirants 
of true art, whose pockets are so 
sorely barren. The lady at the win- 
dow looked amazed as I took my 
change and passed into the Music 
Hall Academique. 

As I entered the house they were 
throwing a motion picture on the 
screen, entitled “The Siren.” Rath- 
er surprised at first, I finally con- 
soled myself with the belief that 
it was simply a modernistic gesture 
on behalf of art. These young art- 
ists must have their fun, I reflected, 
and in their Bohemian way they 
selected this picture as a fitting and 
humorous prelude to an evening re- 
plete with Platonic environments. 

Following the picture they filmed 
a news reel (M-G-M), but even stu- 
dents of the arts must be kept 
abreast of the times. At the conclu- 
sion of the news reel, the sym- 
phony players filed into the pit. A 
violinist, pianist, cornetist and 
drummer. Sad, that an institute 
dedicated to the Muses should be 
forced to do with such a limited 
number of musicians. But, though 
there were only four, they were 
probably artists of such great 
achievement that one could dis- 
pense with greater volume, so keen 
would be the artistic appreciation 
of their efforts. 

After a few brief strains of an 
overture, whith I could not accu- 
rately comment upon, due to a lack 
of knowledge relative to musical 
technique, the curtain rose. Im- 
agine my surprise when I saw a 
rather elderly man dressed in red 
tights and jacket, walking upon a 
tight rope carrying a long white 
pole in his hands. All he did was 
walk back and forth on the rope. 
The annunciators on either side of 
the stage billed him as Alex Low- 
anda. Alex missed the rope once 
while taking a jump and very near- 
ly landed on the floor, head-first. 
He saved himself by catching the 
rope with one hand as he fell. 

“He is one of them,” I thought, 
burlesquing for a few minutes, just 
to provide a bit of light entertain- 
ment before the more serious pro- 
gram is staged. When he fell, they 
all applauded, evincing great cama- 
raderie. The man again ascended 
the rope, and repeated the trick he 
had unsuccessfully gone into before. 
This time successfully. Riotous ap- 
plause greeted his achievement, 

Down went the curtain again, It 
arose within the minute, this time 
to reveal a woman, a bit past mid- 
dle age, and a man a few years 
younger. This surprised me, as I 
thought it high time to start the 
concert, or whatever part of the 
musical arts was scheduled for 
presentation that evening. I re- 
signed myself to the pair, though, 
as they went through their act very 
much like a small time team. They 
were throwing Indian clubs at each 
other and catching them. Some- 
times they would miss and one of 
the clubs would go rolling across 
the stage. Much to the merriment 
of the audience. They were ob- 
viously embarrassed when they 
made a slip, and were very self- 
conscious. But Brady and La Tour, 
as they were billed, should not have 
cared particularly for they were 
among fellow artists. 

As the curtain went down on 
Brady and La Tour I wished that 
they had done something musical, 
at which thev were no doubt ex- 
perts, But, feeling certain that the 
amateur vaudevillians were through 
for the evening, I settled myself in 
my seat to await more artistic ef- 
forts. But to my infinite surprise 


the curtain rose on amateurish 


The Clarida 


1244 N. DEARBORN, CHICAGO. SUPERIOR 4980 
Swimming Pool—Gymnasium—-Rehearsal Hall 


Ned Wayburn's “Promenaders” 
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We pay your transportation by taxi from any stati in the ci wel rorywhere. Shir ar ichards 
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stage setting, obviously improvised 
from old furniture gathered from 
the poorly furnished studios of the 
artists. Martha Urbank and Com- 
pany was the billing this time. 
Martha, another woman, and two 
men, enacted a burlesque playlet of 
marital difficulties in factory and 
home. They injected plenty of 
“ain’t’ and slang and it was cer- 
tainly funny, But all this was be- 
coming tiresome in the extreme, I 
had come to review the higher arts. 

Before the curtain rose again the 
billing changed, it read “Sahib 
Malacca and Company.” “Here,” 
thought I, “will be some of that 
subtle eastern music” and I pre- 
pared myself for a treat. With the 
curtain up stood a brown-skinned 
gentleman outlandishly attired as a 
Sahib but wearing American army 
breeches, bleached white. He and 
another brown gentleman, of a 
slightly different race, played Ha- 
waiian steel guitars sang. 
I-very once in awhile the other gen- 
tleman of another race would say 
“Hot Dog,” “Get Hot” or “Atta 
Bebby,” and I was thoroughly dis- 
igusted. There oughta be a law! 

El Sahib introduced his accom- 
plice as his nephew. He went on 
to say that the nephew liked to 


tion probabilities, headed the dance 
end with grace and class. Peggy 
Hanlon, prima, and John Byam, 
singing juvenile, were submerged 
by Miss Richards, but handled their 
departments efficiently. An adagio 
team, Blanche and Elliott, were 
likewise suitable in the revue. Chor- 
ines filled several full-stage spots 
with pleasing and well drilled 
routines. 

Betty and Jerry Brown, collegiate 
mixed team with dialog about 
elopement, were on second, unpro- 
gramed, and got by on appearance. 
They should improve on delivery. 
Opening were George and Jack 
Dormonde, unicyclists of big time 


classification. Bordner and Boyer 
company, trampoline act, closed. 
House pretty well filled Sunday 
mat, 


Unable to make any dough with 
the Belmont as a stage band house, 
Lubliner & Trinz leased it to the 
Orpheum Circuit on a mythical 
profit-sharing basis. 

Little. business Thursday night, 
despite enticing N. V. A. banners all 
over the marquise heralding a col- 
lection festival inside. Featured act 
was Curly Burns and Co., working 
a@ comedy sketch with music in 
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play blues. When Neph went into 
some blues numbers he just couldn’t 
control himself, and as they played 
“St. Louis Blues” he would emit 
an occasional “Hey! Hey!”, where- 
upon his august uncle, the Sahib, 
would grin at him and lend the 
necessary encouragement. This 
went on for quite some time and 
caused me to believe a friend who 
had told me of some of the crimes 
committed in the name of art. 

As the curtain went down, only 
to arise on a flash dance revue, 
Lucille Homan and Co., I lost all 
patience and left my seat. Call- 
ing an usher (who was selling 
chocolate bars) to one side, I asked 
him when the concert was to be 
given, He looked at me rather un- 
certainly, and then querelouslyre- 
plied—“‘What concert?” At this I 
almost passed out. “Isn’t this the 
Music Hall of the Academy?” I 
queried. He looked me up and 
down scornfully, saying, “Hey, 
whatcha trying to do, kid me? This 
here’s the Academy theatre, booked 
by the Ass’n, playing strictly A-1 
vaud-ee-ville.” 

I left the house an outraged 
critic. My dignity had suffered a 
severe blow. The boss had made 
me out a sap and sent me to a re- 
pulsive small time vaude house. 
When I got back to the office I 
looked in the phone directory, and 
believe it or not—I had been at the 
Academy Music Hall. Plato? Caps 
and gowns. Malediction! 


Customers at the Palace accepted 
“India” quietly Sunday, most of 
them not so interested in the play- 
let as in the emotional orgy of the 
star, Mme. Nazimova. No curtain 
speech demanded, 

Cecil Lean and Cleo Mayfield took 
second billing with a collection of 
bits from musical comedies. in 
which they have appeared. These 
included two of their fast comedy 
songs, a@ humorous solo by Miss 
Mayfield as the best dressed girl in 
Kansas, and Lean’s satire on a 
Roxy theatre overture taken bodily 
from “Allez Oop.” The whole is an 
okay better time vaude act, relying 
more on name value than on mate- 
rial, but satisfying on both. 


Dick Henderson, English comic, 
who shushes all laughs he gets on 
gags, was a standout in the first 
half. The boy delivers like a race- 
horse and gets almost one continu- 
ous roar. A ballad interlude brought 
out a fine set of pipes but they 
were sacrificed in favor of burlesque 
gestures. Next-to-closing spot was 
customarily prominent with Buster 
and John West. 
sailor suits and wise crack on the 


the genis is a 


The boys wear | 


make with a flashy femme. One of | 
Rot eccentric acrobat. | 


Egyptian setting. Burns, in black- 
face, ventures into the territory with 
an American boy and girl, with the 
girl kidnapped and Burns appropri- 
ated ag a slave. He finally gets 
possession of the kir “om througha 
crap game with the ruler, and turns 
the girl over to her boy friend. 
Burns is a capable W. V. M. A. 
comic and his act is good comedy 
for the route. 

The Marget Morel dance revue, 
closing, has an unusually entertain- 
ing lineup of six chorus gals, work- 
ing hard and in perfect unison 
through several flashy routines. One 
of the girls lost her costume while 
dancing Thursday night, but the ac- 
cident made the act even more ap- 
preciated at the Belmont. Marget 
Morel heads the turn with solo high 
kick, toe, and split numbers, all im- 
pressive on the endurance angle. 
She also has two light routines with 
a male partner, who handles song 
and talk introductions. This revue 
can be banked on for family enter- 
tainment. 

Smith and Cantor, two gents with 
nutty songs and chatter, actually 
haven't anything to sell but sheer 
nuttiness of the comic who wears 
red velvet pants and a fez. Best 
laughs were secured through shout- 
ing “Boo!” at the kids in front. The 
boys were successful in next to 
closing here, and it’s hard to tell 
why. 

Charles and Charlotte Arrens, 
juvenile dance team, were mild but 
satisfying in the deuce spot with a 
collection of taps and eccentricities. 
Charlotte, very thin, is best in a 
grotesque routine accentuated by a 
form-fitting bellhop outfit. The Jack 
Hughes duo, man and girl harmon- 
izing with banjos, trumpets and 
saxes, made a satisfactory opener. 

“The Night Flyer” (Pathe), feat- 
ure, much better than its title. 


Bobby “Uke” Henshaw, while 
playing the Loew theatre at Evans- 
ville, Ind., made a hole in one at the 
local golf course. He drew first 
Page publicity in the papers. 


Fischer’s Paramount theatres in 
Oshkosh, Fon du Lac and Appleton 
will use a rotating musical stock 
produced by Fred Herin- 

een. 


In exploiting “Sorrell and Son,” 
current attraction at the United 
Artists theatre, that house had 50,- 
000 dodgers printed, with copy fur- 
nished by the Chicago public li- 


brary, listing recommended father 
and son books. The leaflets were 
distributed at the main library and 
at all of its branches. 


Great States will put on a “June 
Bride” fashion show in the Rialto 
at Joliet sometime in May. 


Tom Hodgeman is company jnan- 
ager with “Chauve-Souris” at the 
Olympic theatre. ‘“Musty” Miller 
holds a similar position with “She 
Stoops to Conquer” at the Black- 
stone. 


Vitaphone is betng installed in the 
Fischer, Appleton, Wis. 


Musical tab shows will replace 
gana at the Fischer, Oshkosh, 
Jis. 


Great States is to have a new 
2,500-seat house at Danville, Il. 


Great States will play dramatic 
stock at the Palace, Peoria, during 
the summer, reverting to vaudfilm 
in the fall. 


S. S. Pickett, of Ironwood, Mich., 
is opening a new house, the Iron- 
wood, there. 


Earl Silverman, Chicago manager 
for Warner Bros., has announced 
his engagement to Marilyn Cooper, 
daughter of the proprietor of the 
chain of Harmony cafeterias here. 


Louie Judah, formerly manager 
of the Orpheum Diversey theatre, 
has exchanged places with Sam 
Kinsky, assistant manager of the 
State-Lake. 


Lew Keene, colored performer, 
started suit against 
Dancer, producer with “Africana,” 
claiming he was engaged for six 
weeks in Dancer's “Miss Calico” 
here in 1926 and received only $150 
of $750 due him. 


Al Eckhart, b. o. man at the Four 
Cohans, engaged in an automobile 
collision with Gust Houghiazas, 
restaurateur, and is suing for $200 
damages. 


Contract claims filed in Municipal 
Court: Volland Scenic Co. versus 
National Theatre Corp., $350; Bul- 
lard & Garmly Co. versus New 
Evanston Theatre Co., $200. 


Battles for Sunday showings and 
against daylight saving time are 
waxing hot in Illinois. Campaigns 
by theatres are more intense than 
ever before. 

After years of apparently hopeless 
effort Great States have at last suc- 
ceeded in getting Sunday showings 
in Bloomington. Similar efforts py 
the Orpheum Circuit in Champaign 
look futile. 

Great States are tighting against 
daylight saving in Aurora, Elgin 
and Joliet, with the outcome uncer- 
tain as yet. 


Roy Dietrich and Dell Lampe are 
alternating as m. c.’s between the 
Capitol and Avalon, south side 
houses operated by Cooney Bros. 

Agnes Leonard Thompson, one of 
Phil Davis’ more recent clients in 
Chicago divorce courts, and who 
was rather cleverly press-agented 
during her divorce proceedings as a 
direct descendant of King George of 
England, is to play the ingenue role 
in the Herindeen musical stock 
company, set for three Fischer Wis- 
consin theatres on a rotating basis. 


Max Turner of the Chicago Wil- 
liam Morris office, attending a book- 
ing meet in New York, has stayed 
over for an additional week. 


Billy Snyder, m, c. at the Club 
Ansonia, is doubling into the Sheri- 
dan theatre, 


James Grainger, Fox, was in Chi- 
cago this week with Clyde Eck- 
hardt, Chicago manager. 


Tilton and Guthrie, tent reper- 
toire showmen, have put shows into 
rehearsal at Lake City. 


DISC: “CURTAINS 
RINCIPALS 
MADE TO ORDER FOR RENT.’ 


The 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAFE IN THE WORLD 
48 Kast 22d Street (opposite “L” station), Chicago, Il. 
The Rendezvous of the Theatrical Stars 
CIVIC AND POLITICAL CELEBRITIES 
RALPH GALLET, Manager 


Phone CALUMET $399 
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MORRISON HOTEL 


Servidor. 


VARIETY 


Two Entire Floors in the 
Forty-six Story Tower of the 


CHICAGO 


The Most Central Location in Town 
Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World 


LOSE to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and surrounded by the 
purest air ever breathed, the 40th and 41st floors are set apart entirely for 
theatrical] guests. 


Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep undis- 
turbed until a late hour of the morning. You can also entertain your friends in 
perfect seclusion, secure against interruption. 


1,944 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath 
Rates, $2.50 Up 


Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, bed-head reading lamp and 


The last named is particularly appreciated by professional guests. 


It 


completely prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when laundry, 
shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


Nearest Hotel to Downtown Theatres 


The Morrison stands closer than any cther hotel to theatres, stores, and railroad 
stations. Yet, at this central location, rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 


cost $5 te $8 in any other leading hotel. 


Store sub-rentals here are so valuable 


that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 


The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 


At these two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 
In the Terrace Garden the light, vivacious dance music 
and sparkling entertainments have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, dinner 
and after-theatre parties. 


ALL PATRONS ENJOY GARAGE PRIVILEGES 


international celebrity. 


HARRY C. MOIR 


PRES & CEN MGR. 


for Professional Patrons 


> 


bad ad 


The New Morrison, when completed, will be the largest 
and tallest hotei in the world, containing 3,400 rooms 
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SEATTLE 


By SAM COHEN 


Met—‘The Hindu.” 

President—“In Love with Love.” 

Orpheum—Pictures and vaude. 

Pantages—'‘Dressed to Kill.” 

Seattie—“Old Ironsides.” 

Columbia “13 Washington 
Square,” 

Blue Mouse—“Beware of Married 
Men.” 

United Artists—‘“Speedy.” 

Fifth Avenue—"The Showdown.” 


“The Last of Mrs. Cheyney,” 
opening play for Leona Powers and 
Howard Miller in Seattle, will be 
the opener at Vancouver, B. C., 
April 30, for Duffy Players.” The 
two stars and William Hull Gibson 
will leave the Seattle company for 
Vancouver, and a new company will 
be built around them by Bill Mc- 
Curdy, manager. 


Local theatre folk were given a 
real thrill when Mike Newman blew 
into town to become the big boss 
of Universal theatres in this terri- 
tory. Newman came here un- 
heralded from Los Angeles, having 
previously consummated a deal in 
Denver for the sale of U’s America 
to Harry Huffman. Mike has been 
on and off with the Laemmle or- 
ganization for many years, having 
three years ago come to Seattle and 
Portland to open up Universal 
houses in these two towns. Under 
the new arrangement Newman suc- 
ececds Ray Felker as general man- 
ager, who is expected to be shifted 
to an eastern U house. Newman 
will supervise the operation of the 
downtown Winter Garden, as well 
as the 10 suburban houses, 

It is heard that Newman was sent 
here personally by Laemmle to pro- 
mote a deal in the acquisition of 
the new Mayflower theatre, which 
opens within the next few months, 
to the Universal organization. The 
house will seat 2,400. Negotiations 
are understood to be progressing. 


Denial there has been a change 
in plans, whereby United Artists, in 
conjunction with J. J, Parker, are 
to abandon building activities for 
a new local U. A. house. Parker 
laid at rest rumors that U. A. did 
not care to go ahead with building 
a new house on the site of the old 
Majestic theatre, on which Parker 
is understood to hold a 50-year 
lease, 

It was reported previously U. A.- 
Parker would acquire the West 
Coast Broadway, when the new 
Portland theatre opened, but plans 
have been changed since the recent 
sale of West Coast Theatres to Wil- 
liam For. 

Meanwhile all long-run pictures 


| 
| 


are being shown at the Rivoli, a 
house which Parker manages, un- 
der an arrangement with West 
Coast Theatres, 


It looks Hke road-shows, pictures 
and legits will have to steer clear 
of renting the new big Municipal 
Auditorium, expected to open here 
within the next few months. The 
structure represents a total invest- 


ment of over $1,000,080, and the 
City Fathers are determined that 
the house is not to go into the 


“red” under any circumstances. On 
that account they have just passed 
a rental schedule of a daily rental 
of $300 for shows, operas, concerts, 
pictures or other theatrical or mu- 
sical events, where an admission of 
any kind is charged. When an ad- 
mission of more than 50 cents is 
charged a daily rental of $400 is to 
be charged, while $500 is the rental 
on any attraction geiting more than 
a buck. When more than $2 is 
charged, the rental is $600. These 
rates are just for the four walls. 


After a dead-lock of two months 
between union officials and Dolan, 
regarding additional help in the 
booths of the various houses, Dolan 
took a stand and came out victori- 
union de- 


ous. In Chehalis, the 
mande@ double the help formerly 
used. Wage increases from an 


average of $42 per week to $65 were 
also demanded. The demands are 
understood to have become so tense 
that Dolan threatened legal action. 

Lawyers held Dojan’s 
contract with the union, 0. K., and 
that he was not compelled to put 
on extra men at increased salaries. 
A compromise was arranged at 


which Dolan agreed to pay $1.60 per! 


hour for extra men, with the regu- 
lar operators remaining at the 
same former salary. Dolan is say- 
ing $150 weekly on the compromise, 

In Walla Walla there still exists 
union tension with both principals 
not reported to have reached any 
understanding. 


Hollis HoHand, lobby artist, for- 
merly of Baltimore and Portland, 
has heen added to the art depart- 
ment of West Coast Theatres here, 
by Herschel Stuart, West Coast di- 
vision chief. 


BALTIMORE 


By BRAWBROOK 
Maryland—'The Escape.” 


Auditorium—"‘Come Easy, Go 
Easy.” 

Guild—"Piincess Ida.” 

Vagabond — “Komantic Young 
Lady.” 

A movement was Jaunched at a 
meeting here week to 


former | 


$50,000 for enlarging the Lyric to 
provide 714 additional low-priced 
seats. This is Baltimore’s only big 
eoncert hall and the only local 
auditorium capable of housing a 
major troupe. Metropolitan Opera 
is playing four nights here this 
week with a $10 top. 


This town is in for a spring and 
summer of dramatic stock competi- 
tion. Steve Cochran, Washington, 
who negotiated for the Auditorium 
before Knopf got it on a two-year 
lease, has leased Ford’s for a 
spring-summer season, opening in 
May. Glen Hunter is announced 
for three weeks, appearing in re- 
vivals of “Merton” and “Young 
Woodley.” Knopf-Faronsworth Co. 
is now at the Auditorium. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By H. GOODING 
Lyceum—‘“Merry Wives of Wind- 
sor’ (1st half); Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’ 
(last half). 


Eastman—‘Old_ Ironsides”’ (pop 
prices), 
Rochester—"“The Warning’ and 


Pan vaude. 
Regent—"The Patsy.” 
Romeos.’ 
Fay's—‘Wolf Fangs.” 
Temple—Dark. 


here this summer. 
lopen their fifth season at the Ly- 
feeum, under George Cukor and 
| George Kondolf, Jr., week 
130, in “Broadway.” “March Hares” 
to the Temple, K-A 
j house, a week earlier. This is the 
i first production of a group brought 
here by Charles IL. Wagner, New 
York legit producer. 

Lyceum 
this season, and added to that have 
the aid of the larger membership of 
the Community Players, Little The- 
atre group, which ended its success- 
ful season last week, 


comes 


Charles E. Welch, local newspaper 
political writer and former vaude- 
ville performer, returned to his old 
love at the Temple last week and 
singled with a monolog. Welch is 
president of the Goat Club, local 
| politicians’ razz gong, and members 
fof the club flocked in a body to the 
theatre to present him an Elks’ ring. 


Faulty technic has been discovered 
in issuance of a search warrant 
against the German club, headquar- 
ters of the Rochester Press Club, 
and it is likely padlock proceedings 
will be dropped. 
raided twice. 


Two stock companies will perform | 
Lyceum players | 


with the event set May 12 at Hotel 
Seneca. 


Nikitas D. Dipson, Batavia theatre 
man heading a dozen or more cor- 
porations controlling more than 100 
houses in three states, with John R. 
Osborne and Judge E. A. Washburn 
of Batavia and M. A. Shea, of New 
York, are incorporators of the Cane- 
ton Amusement Corporation, of 
Jamestown, N. Y. 


“ATLANTA 


Erlanger —- “Romance” 
stock). 

Howard—“Legion of the 
demned” and Publix unit. 

Keith’s Georgia—‘‘Stand and De- 


(dramatic 


Con- 


liver’ and Keith acts. 
Capitol—"The Little Snob” and 
vaudeville. 

Loew’s—“Laugh, Clown, Laugh” 


and Loew vaudevy ile. 
Metropolitan—‘Ham and Eggs at 
the Front” and Vitaphone features. 


Helen Menken opens a limited 
engagement Monday in stock at the 
Erlanger theatre in “Romance.” 
Others in the company are Felix 
Krembs, Nina Penn, Ray Walburn, 
Denise Morris, Isabel O' Madigan, 
Elvia Enders, Barbara Joallen, all 
known to Broadway. 

Reginning April 30 Movietone and 
Vitaphone will be installed in the 


| Publix Rialto as gesture to save 
the ering hox office, 

Cc. T. Jordan succeeds Ben Y. Cam- 

as manager of the local 


of Apri] | eck 


vaude 


| 


} 


Players have enterprises | @} , 
tnterprises 


} branch. 

BRONX, N. Y. 
not had his con- 
general manager 


Amusement 
Gans 


Versa 


Louis Gans has 
tract renewed as 
the Consolidated 
Bronx theatres. 


jhas rejoined the Julius Joelson Cir- 
j cuit as manager of the Belmont. 


| A 3,600-seat vaudfilm house is to 
he 


| White 
i ot 
; boom. 


| 


The place was} 


Meanwhile the Press | poned until April 
cheb roastfest plans g0 on apace, | holidays. 


Pelham parkway and 
Plains avenue, in the heart 
the Pelham Parkway building 
The house is to be operated 
one of the major circuits. 


built on 


by 


Silas Clark, formerly house man- 
ager at the Park Lane, has gone to 
the Park Plaza in the same capacity. 


Edith Broder, of the Blaney Play- 
ers at the America, has returned 
after a month’s illness. 

“Loew's Grand-Home News Frol- 
ics,” amateur show in which the 
Grand tied up with “The Home 
My ronx daily, has been post- 


News,’ E 
80 because of the 


Victor Iiyde is to stage it. 


| first 


DENVER 

Marshall Taylor, Universal man- 
ager, who turned over the America 
theatre to the Horry Huffman in- 
terests, left for the west coast 
where, it is reported, he will joi 
Mike Newinan in the operation of a 
large U chain in the northwest 
Newman is making a survey of the 


|northwestern theatres at the present 


time, 

Isis, downtown second-run Fox 
grind, announces the near future in- 
Sstallation of Movietone, to compete 
with the America’s Movietone and 
Vita (to be installed) at 15e a throw. 
In spite of a fight to keep the talk- 
ing apparatus out of the Isis, the 


Fox house is advertising it as 
“coming soon.” 

E. P. (Buzz) Briggs, known in 
western movie theatre circles, has 


taken the managership of the State 
theatre, supposed to be P.D.C.— 
Pathe house—altho no one knows 
exactly who owns it. State plays 
and second run Warners and 
P.D.C.’s, and at one time was on 
of the leading Curtis street amuse 
ment places. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KALLING 


Shubert—“‘The Love Call.” 
Grand—"Simba.” 
Cox—‘‘It’s a Boy.” 
Palace—“Friend 
vaude, 
Empress—‘“Be Happy.” 
Albee—“ Mad Hour,” presentation 
Capitol—"The Dove,” Vitaphone. 
Lyric—"Speedy” (2d week). 
Walnut—“Baby Mine.” 
Keith’s—"My Best Girl.” 
Strand—"“Come to My House.” 


from India” - 


Movietone is making its local bow 
this week at the Capitol. 


Max F'isher’s Californians have 
successfully started a run at Flor- 
entine Room of Hotel Gibson, 

Greystone Ballroom, new dansan: 
in Music Hall, managed by A. E 
Scheffer, closed its first season Sun- 
day. VPoliey of playing name band 
and floor acts proved a winner, th« 
place soon jumping into first place 
for popularity with pop price dance 
fans and hurting business of othe 
downtown ballrooms. 

Earl Fuller heads li-piece orches- 
tra in for summer season at Bill 
Hill’s Lookout House, Covington, 
Ky., opposite Cincy. 


Hinda Wasau, Oriental dancer, is 
playing second return engagement 
of season this week at Empress as 
added feature. : 
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Detroit 


By JOE BIGELOW 
Variety's Detroit Office 
Tuller Hotel 


Cass (Shubert-Stair) — “Oh, Kay” 
(2d week). 

Garrick (Shubert-Stair) — “Abie'’s 
Irish Rose” (3d week). 

Lafayette (Shubert-Stair)—Thurs- 
ton. 

Shubert Detroit (Nederlander- 
Shubert)—“Gay Paree” (2d week). 

Bonste!le Playhouse—“Two Girls 
Wanted” (stock). 

Majestic—‘The Barker” (Wood- 
ward Players). 

Adams (Kunsky) — “Speedy (list 
week). 

Capitol (Kunsky)-—“Across to Sin- 
gapore,” stage band. 

Fox Washington Mother 
Machree” (2d week). 

Madison (Kunsky)—“Chicago” (Ast 
week), 

Michigan 
“Bringing Up 
(Publix unit). 

New Detroit (Whitney)—“Wings” 
($1.65: 2d week). 

United Artists (U. A.) —“The 
Dove” (ist week). 

Oriental (Miles)—‘Lady Raffles,” 
Pan vaude. 

State (Kunsky) — “Doomsday,” 
Loew vaude, stage band. 

Temple (K-A-O)—‘Across the At- 
lantic,” K-A vaude. 

Cadillac—‘*Record Breakers” (Mu- 
tual), 

Stock burlesque downtown = at 
Loop, Avenue, National, Palace and 
Broadway Strand theatres, 


(Kunsky-Publix) — 
Father"; “Araby” 


Two C. W. Munz neighborhood 
houses, Grand Reviera and La Salle 
Garden, change policy this week. 

The Rivoli will retain Monk Wat- 
son, m. c., and the eee band, but 
having released Lew Kane, producer 
at the house for the past six months, 
will attempt a new form of presen- 
tation under the direction of Ray 
Midgely. Doubling from the Palace, 
downtown stock burlesque theatre, 
Midgely will use blackouts and mu- 
sical tableaux done by Watson, the 
bandsmen and 16 girls. Fred Ire- 
land, coach of the Riv’s eight-girl 
dancing ballet, goes out with Kane. 

This new idea will not employ out- 
side acts, and seemingly eliminates 
talent now being supplied by the 
Keith western office, though Munz's 
contract with that agency is not 
known to have expired, 


months with various types of pre- 
sentation and vaude policies. This 
house was once a Keith standby. 


With the decision now to hold 
“Desert Song" in Chicago while 
business continues, the coming sum- 
mer grows blacker in the eyes of 
Detroit's legit field. Cancellation of 
“Desert Song's” proposed April 22 
opening at the Cass darkens that 
house after the current week, and 
will likely keep it so unless a last- 
minute booking is arranged, 

Whitney's New Detroit is phiying 
comparatively safe in the two-a-day 
film field with “Wings” and depend- 
ing on the air picture for a possible 
10 weeks’ stay. Though invariably 
ice cold to super cinemas, Detroit 
responded in an encouraging manner 
last week, the first. The $1.65 top, 
rather than two bucks, may help. 


The addition last week of 2,314 
employees lifts the Ford payroll to 
99,879, or 10,121 under the high 
mark of 1926: As yet there has 
been no great improvement at thea- 
tres in the neighborhoods occupied 
mainly by automobile workers, biz 
remaining off and the workers still 
inclined to be Scotch. 


construction work is 

per schedule, the 
of the tremendous 
Fisher Bros. building project on 
Grand boulevard has not yet been 
leased. About every circuit in the 
country and every independent here 
and elsewhere has been mentioned 
as a possibility, without a known 
taker, 


Although 
progressing as 
theatre part 


After the many complaints en- 
tered about the kind of bills sent 
to the Capitol, Windsor, Ont., by 
the Keith office, last week’s first 
half show came as a surprise. It 
was an Al intermediate vaude lay- 
out. 

Post-mortem inquiry revealed all 
recent squawks were righteous and 
that last week's bill was “just one 
of those things.” 

The Capitol is one of the three 
Windsor Paramount Theatres Corp. 
(subsidiary) houses in the across- 
the-river town, but the only one 
running a full week and with stage 
stuff. Two darkies out of three in 
such a prospering village is gen- 
erally believed due to the five-cent 
ease with which Windsorites can 
cross over to Detroit and see in- 
comparably better entertainment. 
Downtown Detroit is handier to 
Windsorites than to a great many 
residents of Detroit. 


the patriots. It’s a money getter 
now, but they had to kill the local 
opposish to get it in that condition. 

With the screen following down- 
town Detroit by several weeks with 
“Rose-Marie”’ (M-G), the vaude 
portion last week was opened by 
the Ambler Bros., satisfactory perch 
act. Henri Kublich, second, has 
been more effective ere now with 
his trick fiddle, but scored as usual 
with the tri-banjo contraption, an 
invention of his own and announced 
as such. Kublich might have found 
the going better if on later, but the 
following apparently stumped an- 
other arrangement, 

Lorner Girls (2), treying, in a re- 
construction of the former turn of 
that name. One of the original sis- 
ters now doubled with a_ blonde. 
The girls do a little bit of every- 
thing and rate higher than the aver- 
age sister team. 

Sully and Thomas whammed in 
next to closing, principally on the 
boy's versatility. Sully is of the well 
known stage family and it must be 
in the blood. He seems ripe enough 
for production. Miss Thomas, foil- 
ing and dancing, petite and clever 
and no doubt finding her slight 
Stature a great advantage. The 
team is a pushover mixed comedy 
act for anywhere. 

Mme. Everett’s Circus, novelty 
monkey closer, has been set off bet- 
ter on other stages, but closed com- 
petently. 

Not a bad bill, sounding or play- 
ing, but “just one of those things,” 
as described by the management, 
with a hint that their infrequency 
speaks not so well of the Keith 
office and the talent it’s panning off 
on Windsor. 

Capitol seats about 1,700, all on 
the main floor, causing an unusually 
auditorium. Acoustics are 
good and the house is comfortable. 


Although downtown burlesque 
attendance is considerably under 
the pace of six or seven weeks ago, 
it is maintaining a profitable aver- 
age in all quarters. 

Izzy Seidenberg’s Cadillac, wheel 
stand, is now doing turnaway busi- 
ness. Seidenberg is spending 
plenty on heavy ballyhoo and bol- 
stering the weak Mutuals with the 
permanent runway group and Peggy 
Gilligan and Ann Corio, shakers. 

All of the five downtown thea- 
tres cluim present biz indicates an 
open summer all around. 


Cinderella goes into its summer 


ing May 6. House now playing five 
acts of vaudeville. 

Roosevelt, operating on a policy 
similar to the Cinderella, also 
changes the same date, using girl 
shows six days and vaude Sundays, 
with pictures. 


Lester Briggs, owner of the 
Oriole Terrace, nite club, and a 
downtown cafe \bearing his name, 
is under grand jury indictment on 
a Federal prohibition charge. 


Len Shaw reports negotiations 
are on with L. C. Wiswell, producer 
of “The Scartet Woman,” to 
sleeper-jump the production direct 
to Detreit from Los Angeles. 


“The Great Necker,” with Taylor 
Holmes, at the Cass April 22. 


Katherine Cornell's “The Letter” 
playing three days in Grand Rapids 
this week after g week here and 
will close on the road around 
May 6. 


All-American Aircraft show, first 
of its kind anywhere, opened here 
Saturday, is providing some inval- 
uable ballyhoo for “Wings,” run- 
ning as a special at the New De- 
troit. 

At the airplane show 120 various 
models are on display. Over 40,000 
attended the exhibition Sunday, 


TOLEDO 


By RALPH HEINEN 
Coliseum—Dark. 
Empire—Burlesque (Mutual), 

Loew's Valentine—‘The Enemy.” 


Palace—‘The Patsy” (Wright 
Piayers). 

Pantheon—‘“‘Mad Hour.” 

Princess—‘‘Speedy,” 2d week. 


Rivoli—Vaude-films. 
Vita-Templie — “Tenderloin,” 
Vitaphone-Movietone; 2d week, 


Red Burns and band returned to 
Recreation ballroom Saturday. 

Temporary injunction restricting 
excavation for new Publix house, 
Adanrs and Huron streets, granted 
by Common Pleas Judge Charles M. 
Milroy, Thursday, dissolved Friday 
after argument. Injunction granted 
to Chris Daniels, proprietor of 
Grand hotel, 514 Adams _ street, 
abutting site of theatre. Complaint 
that excavation in proximity of 


Counsel for Daniels announced they 
will appeal decision, 


Frances Dale, Wright Players’ 
lead, and Lion’ store’. crashed 
through with some free publicity in 
“Times” Saturday morning. Picture 
of Miss Dale wearing a coat “pur- 
chased” at the department store 
on society page. 

Frank G. Thomson, former WTAL 
head and United States commis. 
sioner, vacationing for two years at 
Atlanta. Convicted of conspiring 
to extort money from a prohibition 
defendant. 


Five Scandinavian bell ringers 
entertained in Roi Davis auditorium 
Thursday. 


Moonlight ‘Serenaders at newly 
opened Aero Inn, five miles east of 
here on Woodville road. 


MILWAUKEE 


By HERB ISRAEL 
Davidson—“ Wooden Kimono.” 
Garrick—“Laff That Off’ (Worth 

Players). 
Empress—German stock. 
Gayety—United Burlesque. 
Alhambra—“Irresistible Lover.” 
Garden—“The Gaucho,” 8d week, 
Majestic—Vaude and pictures. 
Merrill—"Rose-Marie” (film). 
Miller—“‘Law of Range.” 
Palace—‘I'reckles.” 
Strand—‘Legion of Condemned” 
(2d week). 
Wisconsin — “Take-a-Chance 
Week,” “Mad Hour.” 


Midwesco ads are carrying the 
announcement that Vitaphone and 
Movietone are being installed in 
their neighborhoods. The Garden, 
downtown, is now the only house 
in town to have them, 


Garrick, dark for more than a 
year, is trying for a comeback with 
the Olga Worth stock. Local capi- 
tal said to be backing the troupe, 
They opened Easter Sunday. 


It is reported that Mutual bur- 
lesque will close at the Gayety next 
week, the house going into stock 
for a short time before reverting to 
its regular summer policy of 10c, 
grind films, daily change, 


Following presentation of pictures 
for two weeks by L. K. Brin, the 
Davidson, May 27, will go into sum- 
mer stock with the Clement Walsh 


The La Salle goes straight pic- So to the Capitol, with its Keith] policy of pictures and a flash act] hotel endangered walls and threat- 
tures after several indifferent | vaude and year-late films, is left| on the stage on a split week, start- ened further damage to building.| Co. 
ACCESSORIES FABRICS LOANS THEATRE EQUIPMENT SCHOOLS 


The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 


Anything in Rhinestones 
Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
254 wen 46th St. Chickering 7725 


BEAUTY CULTURE _ 
REDUCE SCIENTIFICALLY 


LOOK young, FEEL young, BE young 
Results Assured—Rates Keasonable 


SALLY WOLFE INSTITUTE 
585 West End Ave., New York 
Schuyler 8801 Cor. 88th St. 

Results 
REDUCE Gueranteed 
No starvation diet—No difficult exercises 
Phils ()BRIEN 


Room 210, 154 Nassau 


Beekman 9125 


Uptown, 1658 B'way at Sist _ Circle 0165 
CLEANERS 
MISCH 


Theatrical Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Catled for and Delivered 
226 Ww. St. Lackawanna 3892 


COSTUMES 


EAVES COSTUME CO. 
Costumes of Every Description 


For Every Occasion 
110 West" Forty-Sixth Street 


DRAPERIES 
NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 


Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 


DAZIAN’S. INC. 
THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-6177 

142-144 West Forty-Fourth Street 


MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc. 


for Scenery 
s from Our Own 


Fabrics 

Draperi 
Mills 

Bryant 2511 

107 W. 48th Bt. * Opp. 1 Friars’ Club 


MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 
SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
Silks—Tinse!l Cloth—Plushes 
156 W. 45th St. Bry. 7372-5234 


LORISTS 


Say flowers 
The Appropriate Gift 


A. WARDENDORFF, INC. 
Hotel Astor Lack. 6568 


Unusual 
Costumes and 


BLUMENFIELD’S 
Fur Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $20 
Stor: sae and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 
204 State-Lake Bldg., Chicago 
Phone Dearborn 1253 


NS RENTED 


GOWNS and WRAPS of EVERY DESCRIPTION 
Rented For Alli Occasions 
Widest Selection, Exclusive Designs and 
VERY MODERATE RATES — You Will Find 
It Interesting and Economical to Call at 


840 West 4Ist St. Lack. 9253 


TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., tae. | 


Manufacturers and Designers 


Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 
27-88 West 284 St. 


— — 


DESIGNERS 
JOHN WENGER 


Art Director and Designer of N z. 
Productions and 
MOTION PICTURE PRESENTATIONS 
939 8th Ave. Columbus 4569 


MME. NAFTAL 
69 Street Bry: ant 0670-1163 


JEW ‘ELRY 
A. S. BORG 


Buys Diamonds, Old Gold, Silver, Platl- 
num. Pawo VTiekets and Gold Bridge Work 


We also Sell Antique and Modern Jewelry 
t Kinds of Repairing Done 
298 Sth Ave., Cor 3ist St., 146 W. 23d St. 


1543-4 BRYANT 
E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 
JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 


On Diamonds, Jewelry, Furs, Clothing, 
Musical Instruments 


and All Kinds of Personal 
PAUL KASKEL & SONS 


9 Columbus Av., bet. 59th and 60th Sts. 
Columbus 1442, 1443, 1481 


PROPERTIES 
Theatrical Properties Studio 


Property Boxes Travelers Mechanical Props 
Dancing Mats 

Productions Furnished Complete—We Also 

502 West 44th Street Peon, 


LIGHTS 


Display Stage 
Lighting Co. 
“A LIGHT FOR 
EVERY PURPOSE” 


334-340 W. 44th St. 


DUWICO 


“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 
315-317 W. 47th Street Penn, 2459-1590 


STAGE HARDWARE 


J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


STAGE RIGGING 
PETER CLARK, INC. 


534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 
Orchestra, Organ Console and Stage 
Elevators 


RES TAURAN TS 


49th St.—Broadway—tith St. 
Dining, Dancing—No Cover Charge 


KATINKA 


Famous Russian Restaurant 
Luncheon 65c, Dinner $1.25 
Russian Music and 


Dan ncer 
109 W. 49th St. * Circle 0339 


SIMPLEX and POWER’S 
PROJECTORS 


INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR CORP. 


Carrier Engineering Corporation 
Manufactured Weather 
Air Conditioning Refrigeration 
Automatically Controlled 
39 Cortlandt St. Rector 3941 


90 Gold Street NEW YORK _ 


HEYW0O0D-WAKEFIELD 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Principal — 


“MUSIC AND MATERIAL 


MUSIC WRITING - Pry Vaudeville 
Productions 

Moving 

15% we NEW YORK Pictures 


Allegro Music Printing Co., Inc. 
Specialists im Every Branch 
of Music Printing 
Ww. 47th St. _ Longacre 5461 


RAYNER, DALHEIM & CO. 


amin Engraving and Printing 
In All Its Branches 
_ 20% 54- 2060 W. Lake St., a ilk. 


MANUSCRIPTS 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Play-Publishers in the World 
T. R. Edwards, Managing Director 
West 45th _NEW YORK. N. 


SC ERY 
YELLENTI 


Stage Settings Designed and Executed 
From the Script to the Curtain 
NEW ADDRESS 
$48 West 40th St. PENN 17826 


FOR RENT— 
Scenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 
PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 


340 West 41st St. ‘Lack. 9233 


SCENIC CONSTRUCTION 
FRANK DWYER, Inc. 


BUILDERS OF SCENERY 


542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 


De REVUELT Rance ‘Studios 


Professionals taught for Hotels and Clubs 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering. Stretching, Tango, 
Waltz, French Apache, Spanish Castanetos 
Routines and Bookings 


11 West 86th St. Schuyler 9631 


STAGE DANCING 


Soft Shoe. Small Classes, $1, 
routines, $26 up. Original 


Acrobatic, 
Gunranteed 


material furnished for acts (Patter, 
Dances, Songs). 
Acts coached, managed and placed. 
WILLIAM BROOKS 
923 Sth Avenue At 55th Street 


paren Murray Anderson- Robt. Milton 


School of the Theatre and Dance 
A Professional! School for Professionals 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of All Types 
Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
128-130 East 58th St. Plaza 4524-4525 


JACK BLUE 


Supreme Authority on all Character 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Routines Arranged—Professionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dancing 
a1 West 5ist Street. Columbus 5918 


— 


JACK MANNING STUDIOS 


SPECI: IST IN TEACHING 
AP DANCING 


110 w est 43th Street Bryant 4450 


FOOTWEAR 


Spring Now on 
Toe and Ballet Slippers of Every Description 


238 7th Avenue, at 54th Street, Phone Circle 9878 
SUPPLIES 
J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocadea, 
Metal Cloths, Gold and Silver Trim- 
mings, Rhinestones, Spangles. Tights, 
Opera Hose. etc., for stage costumes 
18-20 East 27th St.. New York po 


THEATRICAL TRUNKS 
TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 


The standard trunk of the profession 
Foll line of leather goods 


TAYLOR'S 
115 West 45th St. 


w 
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VARIETY 


Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 


|| VARIETY’S LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


ARTHUR UNGAR in Charge 


1221-22 
3711-3712 


LOS ANGELES 


may be add 
Bidg.. Suite 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 
Los Angeies Office tor 


held subject to cali or torwarded, or adver- 
tised in Variety's Letter List. 


information. Mail 
ressed care Variety. Loew's Staite 
1221-22 Los Angeles. ft wil! be 


Wilbur C. Whitehead is the new 
gavior of the Orpheum Circuit. He 
is nota showman. Just one of those 
expert bridge players. The ladies 
and gentlemen of Los Angeles and 
its environs like that game. They 


would do most anything to have 
such an authority on it as Mr. 
Whitehead even talk to them on the 
subject, not alone show them how to 
out bid and play their competitors. 

Then, too, the Orpheum would do 
most anything to get ladies and gen- 
tlemen to attend the matinees in 
their magnificent theatre here. Es- 
pecially are the Monday and Friday 
matinees weak. Therefore the Or- 
pheum folks got hold of Mr. White- 
head. They told him he could save 
they day for the Orpheum if he 
would lend himself to a stunt they 
had in mind. 

As Whitehead takes golden shekels 
for his labors a deal was quickly 
made, with the result that some 24 
ladies who held the lucky tickets at 
the two matinee days, weaker than 
the every day weak matinees, were 
given a series of free lessons by 
Whitehead on bridge. A series of 
these lessons if taken direct from 
this exponent of the art of bridge 
playing cost more than 24 admission 
tickets to a mat in the Orpheum, so 
the customers got a break on that 
end, at least, if not on the show. 

The break on the show’ was 
against them, for it was N. V. A. 
collection: week, and the wooden 
platter was passed around after a 
film telling all about the N. V. A. 
was run, and Harry English, the 
local double for Chesterficld, spoke 
about all the good the publie could 


do. Public, however, did not do 
much good, as small change was 
dropped here and there, and the 


final count hardly caused English to 
gloat. That was especially the case 
on Monday night, when lower floor 
was only little better than half filled 
and balcony no better. 

Then they ruined what should 
have been a well-blended bill by 
splitting it into three parts for seven 
acts. Bill would just get a start 
when the lag or audience rest period 
came on and then it finished, when 
folks were just warmiing up to rel- 
ish the repast being handed out. 

Four outstanding features; if 

spotted properly the show would 
have been one of the best of the sea- 
son. But more thoucht to N. V. A. 
week than the $1.65 patrons, with 
the result that folks did not vote it 
such a good show after all. 
May Wirth and her family, who 
split headline honors with Oleson 
and Johnson, holdover, were put on 
in the trey spot to serve as the 
prelude to the collection. Bad spot- 
tine, hurting the act and bill. She 
had to follow to rather slow turns, 
Roval Hussar, upside down enter- 
tainer, who opened and did stunts, 
phvsically, musically and vocally 
while standing on his head, to fair 
results. and Frank Brown and Kav 
La Velle. who did xylophone and 
talk routine, which hardly started a 
show roing. 

Cold for the Wirth family when 
they came forth. Ma and her mob 
had to ao everything in the berin- 
break their necks. Then 
when they nearly did that and the 
nudience realized that something 
unusual was hannenin they hecame 
interested and gave the recruits 
from the cireus well-deserved an- 
probation. Had the Wirth outfit 
been snotted to close the first half 
instead of having to hold the sack 
in the earlier snot, Ornheum would 
have gotten much more value from 
the turn and cov'd have bragged 
about a nerfect bill as well. 

Following the collection were 
Marty May and Wallace, mixed. team. 
with smart cracks. hoke comedy and 
nut routine, which audience were 
not so keen to relish following the 
“bowl” nassing. 

Pat Casev was in the house, too. 
Just what Pst thourht of the show 
possiblv can be imagined but hardlv 
narrated by this reporter, as Pat is 
disinclined to come aver and talk. 

Then, to close the first part. were 
Countess Sonia with her “Revue 
Intimate,” in which fror males and 
one femme aided. Sonia, one of 
those female Balieff's. slinnped over a 
niee offering with the miniature 
“Chanve-Souris” submitted. This fs 
neat flach turn. and had it swanned 
spots with the Wirth act possibly it 
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it show what he can get. Newell R. 
Alton made the new console tell 
plenty in volume and harmony. 
is a nifty manipulator, and it might 
be well for the management to feat- 
ure his work. Picture houses are 
getting trade from featuring organ- 
ists, and Alton is as good a feature 
player as any of the coust picture 
houses can boast of. 

Opening second part of animated 
entertainment was Corinne Tilton 
with character songs. What a char- 
acter comedienne this Frisco mama 
is—an out-and-out relief from the 
regular run of singing comediennes, 
She knows what expression is, and 
uses it to the queen's taste. Her 
routine is original, and she has just 
made them sit up. They did, and 
she was the initial show-stopper of 
the evening. 


out with their troupe of house de- 
stroyers and ammunition. It was a 
‘real lively time for some 50 minutes. 
The boys and their aids, clowned, 
sang, pranced and bhattled as no 
other turn would. They even got a 
group of volunteer song pluggers to 
help out, and when it was all over 
had to shoo the audience home. If 
picture houses ever get this troupe 
thev will have something to brag 
about. Ung. 


N. V. A. week at Pantages didn't 
cut any ice. Interest in the drive 
Was very cool to a pretty good 
sized audience Monday afternoon at 
first show. No one made an oral 
appeal, a sereen trailer explaining 
everything. | Baskets went the 
rounds through the aisles, but were 
mainly passed up. 

In the interim Cliff Webster, in 
the pit, put his combination through 
some overtural moments. 

An average bill, no one in par- 
ticular headlining. Screen feature, 
“I’reckles” (FBO), played up big 
out in front. 

Aeroplane Girls, two girl aerial 
act, a flash and fast opener. Both 
lookers and qualified performers 
featuring trapeze stuff with acro- 
batics and contortion. Good whir] 
finish hanging by teeth from bar. 
In the deuce Charles Willie, col- 
ored tenor, displayed an extraordi- 
nary pair of pipes. Not strong of 
delivery, but voice is all there. 

Next, Carol & James, mixed com- 
edy team, pushed the pace up a 
couple of notches. James has some 
wise material and sells it right to 
Miss Carol's blonde straight. Act 
is hoked up in spots and some of 
the gags are not strictly new, but 
gets over okay. Fasj, neat turn and 
plenty youthful were the Four 
Flashes, mixed couples with nifty 
hoofing routines. The two boys 
carry the act with an edge on lego- 


mania, The red-haired cutie here 
is attractive. The kids are hard 
workers and willing, winding up 


with ensemble military taps to ad- 
vantage, 
Next to 
standard 
monologist. 


shut held Eddie Foyer, 
poem reader and smooth 
Foyer’s recitations are 
strictly legit and class. Foyer’s in- 
troductory talk is general but 
prolific. Very well liked. 

Good closer was Parisian Frolics, 


dancing act carrying nice 
| wardrobe and sets. Six girls, well 
up in routine, surround an adagio 


team and juve tenor. Production is 
knitted together with an eye for 
effect, sailing along smoothly. 


Los Angeles county has a board 
of supervisors in session every day 
of the week and always prepared to 


adopt and pass new freak ordi- 
nances. The latest one makes it a 
misdemeanor for anyone to throw 


snowballs across the road anywhere 
in Los Angeles county. 

This county has snow 
some 60 miles from Los 
city, at Los Angeles county 
and Mt. Lowe. 

Supervisor McClellan, who spon- 
sored the ordinance, claims that 
Southern California people don't 
know how to behave in snow and 
usually throw it at the first auto- 
mobile that passes. The unlawful 
actions of the people of this county 
were responsible for many wind- 
shiclds of automobiles being broken 
at the county park during the last 
four months and therefore he felt 
drastic measures must be taken to 
prevent further occurrences of this 
kind. 


but it is 
Angeles 
park 


| 

{ According to the police J. C. Nixon, 


manager of the Alhambra, down- 
;town grind house, tried a “Dr. Jekyll 
Mr. Hyde” and flopped. As a 


;and 
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Oleson and Johnson then trotted ! 


Then came the intermission, and latre of $1,294. 
as Orpheum has installed an organ /owns the house, reported to the po- {starring picture for First National, 
it was figured an opportune time to | lice 
let the gent who is to preside over Nixon when questioned said he had 


,in the presence of the cashier. 
He | ther 


would have registered to better re-! result he is being held on a charge 


of burlarizing the safe of the the- 
Simon Lazarus, who 
the safe had been emptied. 
put the money in it the night before 
Fur- 
investigation led the police tuo 
believe differently. The manager 
denies having perpetrated or taken 
part in the job. 


“The Munchers” is an organiza- 
tion of some 150 Fox directors 
writers, actors and executives who 
have their own private dining rooimn 
on the lot. The restaurant and club 
room was built by the company and 
outfitted. Members pay $10 initia- 
tion fees and pay for their meals 
with coupons bought in advance. No 
cash is accepted in the eat’ng room, 


[not even tips by the waitresses. 


Wilson Mizner, now doing scenario 
writing for Fox, is going to spend 


his spare time functioning as .‘me-n | 


host’ in Hollywood. Mizner is form- 
ing «a partnership with Herb Son- 
born to operate a chain of restau- 
rants to be known as “Brown 
Derby.’ Sonborn is now operating 
one of these on Wilshire boulevard 
and cleaning up. The first of the 
Mizner combination places is to be 
erected on Vine street, near Holly- 
wood houlevard. It will be built for 
them by C. B. DeMille, who owns 
the property. 


Consolidated Film Industries is 
adding additional drying rooms to 
its Melrose avenue laboratory to 
take care of increased business com- 
ing through their abandonment of 
the Seward street plant. 


The Screen Make Up Artists’ As- 
sociiiion of Hollywood open their 
new permanent clubrooms May 6 
with Ginner far members 


A new twist to the affairs of the 
Julian Petroleum Corp. was. re- 
vealed in an action in superior court 
involving what is known as the 
Jackie Coogan oil wells at Hunting- 
ton Beach, near here. Joseph Scott 
and H. L. Carnahan, receivers of 
the Julian corporation, brought the 
action against the White-Behr Con- 
solidated Oil Co., which operates the 
Coogan oil wells, to recover $34,000 
— on a contract to purchase the 
wells, 

Originally these wells belonged to 
Jackie Coogan and@ his family. They 
were later taken over by the White- 
Behr company, though the kid 
screen star still holds an interest 
in the concern, 


Vernon Country Club, operated 
by Hill Paine, opened with a new 
floor show featuring Joffre Sisters. 


Others are Mel and George, Val 
Roberts and Sammy Cantor, Dave 
Snell's orchestra, 


A new stone theatre, 4.500-seater, 
is planned to replace the present 
wooden building when the next 
Oberammergau Passion Play is pre- 
sented at Oberammergau, near here, 
in 1920, 


“The Gossipy Sex,” starring 


ward Everett Horton, opens at the 
Vine Street April 28. It follows 
“A Single Man,” with which Hor- 
ton reopened this house. 


Lob McHale has returned to 
Loew's State as house manager. Mc- 
Hale was sent to Seattle and Port- 
land by Harold B. Franklin to or- 
ganize the operating staffs of the 
two Publix houses there. He suc- 
ceeds George Riley, who is now min- 
ager of Warner Brothers new the- 
atre in Hollywood. 


Harry Kelly, California Octette, 
Franklyn Record and Helen Wright 
have been placed in the prolog that 
Lurry Ceballas is producing for the 
opening show of Warner Brothers’ 
new theatre through William Row- 
jand, of the Lyons and Lyons office 


Maude Fulton, Harriett George, 
Mia Marvin, Fan Bourke and Mitch- 
ell Harris will support Edward Fv- 
erett Horton tn “The Gossipy Sex,” 
his next stage production at the 
Vine Street. More will be added to 
the cast. 


Roy Cummings opens this week 
for Kanchon and Marco in their 
“Bird Idea” at Loew’s State. Curn- ! 


mings. who had been laying around | 
coast, started off this season by | 


mings has been signed by Fanchon | 


the 
going to work for K-A-O Circuit 
several months ago. He decided not 
to continue when the circuit and 
hiniself disagreed over salary. Curn- 


wand Marco for a route over West 
Coust Theatres circuit. 

Avavis Banton, head designer it 
studios, returned to 
after three weeks in 
Ne York. 


Iyee Jackson, one of the first to ir 

the Charleston dance in 
York night clubs, was yviven a 
to jein in the chorus cf 7% 


troduce 


‘ ‘ 


j other dancers staging the Charles- 
‘ton number for a scene in “The 
{Hawk’s Nest.” Milton Sills’ 


Benjamin Christensen directed. 
| C. Sharpe Minor, eastern picture 
j; house feature organist, who came to 
|} Hollyweed to produce ai series of 
synchronized films, will find time to 
I play at the console at the new War- 
iner Brothers’ theatre. 


}cently made his debut on the stage, 


fhas been signed by Fanchon & 
| Mareo for a tour over West Coust 
Theatres 

Ray Murray, former coast repre- 
sentative of “Ixxhibitors’ Herald,” 
succeeds William MeCormick as 
coast manarer of “Motion Picture 


News.” MeCormick, who has repre- 
sented the “News” in Hollywood for 
ithe past five vears, goes to New 
| York to take over the duties of the 
late J. S. Diekerson. 


| Arch Reeve, head of Paramount's 
{studio publicity department, is east- 
bound to attend the Washington and 
Detroit sales conventions of Par. 
He will return vin San Franc'‘sco, 
attending the coast regional gather- 
ing in that city. 

Mary Worth engaged for a leading 
role in “The Great Adventure,” 
which the Hollywood Community 
Players will present in three mat- 
inees at the Hollywood Playhouse 
Apri) 25-29. 


Henry Duffy's first production for 
the Morosco, which he takes over 
April 22, will be ‘Tommy,’ comedy 
by Howard Lindsey and Bertrand 
Robinson. Gay Seabrook will play 
the lead, 


Hollywood Junior Follies, under 
direction of Dorethy Deane Mere- 
|} dith, will give a benefit matinee at 
the El Capitan April 20. Proceeds 
will be turned over to the California 
Clinic and Camp for Crippled Chil- 
dren. Amons the children taking 
| part are many offsprings of picture 
people. 


Beverly Hills Community Players 
produced two plays at the Rodeo 
School Auditorium: “Food,” by 
Wm, DeMille, with Rae Lytell, Ed- 
gar Donnelly and Ernest Clauson, 
and “On the Shelf,’ by Christopher 
Morley, with Ethel Jackson, Joan 
Blackmore, Gil Tozier, Marvin Park, 
J. Hamilton Fisher, Florence Letts, 
Rhoda Tracy and Ted Alton. 


French department of the Uni- 
versity of California produced 
Moliere’s “La Malade Imaginaire,” 
with Henry Robinson and Caro 
Christianey in the leads. Other 
; Students in the cast included Doro- 
thy Bysshe, Ruel Yount, Jared 
Menger, John Duncan, Helen Har- 
ris, John Wilson, Charles Davis, Vir- 
‘ginia Sandman and Annie Dyktor. 
| 

Terrill Hanley, dancers’ in 
jthe prologue to “Speedy” (Par), at 
{the Million Dollar, have been taken 
iout of the show’ by Fanchon and 
| Mareo and placed in another unit 


Fox is sending John Stone to New 
|} York to gather story material for 
ion sutler’s next picture. 

Ethel Barrymore wil} open at the 
Riltmore May 14 in “The Constant 
Wife.” 


The grind policy at the Criterion 


will go into effect April 25. House 
will play all Fox pictures’ with 
Movietone accompaniments. First 
will be “Sunrise.” 

Louis Kaplan will built a Class A 
theatre at Santa Barbara at an in- 
vestment of $500,000. Two stories 
high and seat 3,800. 


MONTREAL 


Princess—" Yours Truly.” 
Majesty—Local society show. 
Orpheum—"Alomna of the South 
as (Stock) 
Capitol—''The 
Palace—'Th« 
G-M). 

Loew’s— "Baby 


(M-G-M). 
Set” 


Crowa” 
Smart 


Mine” (M-G-M). 


latest | 


Nat Spector, local boy who but re- | 


(M- } 


Imperial — “The Blue) J): inhbe” 
CF. 
Strand — “Doomsday” Pour) 
“Wyoming” (M-G-M), lack 
i Magle’ ¢«M-G-M), and “Ble: for 


| Night” D. ©). 

| Gayety — “Naughty Nifties” 
' (Mutual), 

| 


Maurice Davis, Manages to) 
ral Exchange here, sold eut for 
; Regal week this week putting in 
| seven out of the eight releases at 
main stem houses. Secend rin and 
| provinesal theatre sales were in 


proportion. 


Rumors tivine thick pound 
Montreal during the hockey series 
have it that Hiuwie Morenyv. star 


Canadien player, would be sold to 
New York Rangers for $50.000. Leo 
Dandurand, part owner of Ciuna- 
diens, denied it. 

Two fires recently in loes! t! 
tres have broken out and been got 
under control without any member 
of the audience being aware ot the 
fact. This is partly result «of Jong 
campaign to muke theatres proot 
against fire and panic in «onnee- 
tion with which the Capite! has 
spent $9,000 and the Palace $5,500 
in the latest fire protection devices. 

British picture, “Battle of the 
Falkland Islands,” is booked for 
Palace this month. George Rotsky 
has arranged with British Govern- 
ment through Ottawa for display 
in lobby of house of model of de- 
stroyer with torpedoes. 


--- 


DALLAS 


Melba (Publix) —“Jazz Sin: er.” 

Majestic (Interstate) — “Publicity 
Madness”; stage, Houper and Gatech- 
ett. 

Palace (Publix)—“The Show 
Down": stage, Ken Whitmer orehes- 
tra with “Cabaret Capers.” 


Old Mill (Snenger)—“Stand and 
Deliver.” 

Capitol (¢(Charninsky) — “Seventh 
lietven.” 

Pantages (Stinnett)—"Tal) revue 
land pictures, 

With Vitaphone in at the Melba, 


Kk. H. Keinert and his 13-picce pit 
orchestra have been Jaid off, to- 
gether with Julia Dawn, featured 
organist, J. O. Cherry, manager of 
the house, intimated that the future 
policy of the house is tentative. It 
is likely the musical features will 
be continued as an extra for the Vita 
programs. Musie was one of the 
features of the house. 

Musicians are finding it hard here 
at the present, with very few local 
jobs and only few road jobs opening 
here and there. Besides, several 
places where there have been steady 
stands for juzz bands have discon- 
tinued the music owing to heavy 


jeost. Meany of them will work for 
as little as $3 per day, 

Since Vita is out of his louse, H. 
C. Federer, manager of the Arcodia 


model neighborhood picture palace, 
has gone for stage present:tions, 
using flash acts, preferably singles, 
{rinus orchestra. No featured or- 
ganist, although the house povcsesses 
one of the best instruments in the 
city. 
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San Francisco 


By JACK EDWARDS 


Variety's San Francisco Office 
Loew's Warfield Bidg. 
(Room 615) Prospect 1363 


Something radically different in 
stage presentations for this district 
is being given currently at the Al- 
hambra, Sacramento, with the in- 
terpretation of the “Grand Overture 
of 1812" by Uzia “Fidler” Bermani 
and his concert band. Proper ren- 
dition of this overture requires fu’'l 
stage setting, special effects and 
lighting. The production depart- 
ment built a pretensious set for the 
spectacle, depicting a war-torn 
community. Miniature soldiers are 
used in profusion, with the lighting 
ana sound effects giving all the in- 
dications of a battle in full progress. 
In addition to directing the orches- 
tra through the heavy numbers 
Bermani is giving a piano solo, the 
whole ranking as one of the musical 
events of the Sacramento season. 
As an introduction to the stage 
presentation, Bermani in the 
pit. his own arrangement of selec- 
tions, featuring many of Al Jol- 
son's successes, 

Niobe, acquatic act, who tempo- 
rarily retired from vaudeville some 
six months ago to enter commercial 
business here, is returning to the 
stage, currently playing dates in 
West Coast Theatres. Booked by 
“Doc” Howe. 


Several of the West Coast Thea- 
tres circuit houses hereabouts, in- 
cluding the local Wartield, now bear 
the line, “One of the Fox Fiim Co.'s 
Units" in connection with house 
advertising. The line is carried for 
the State, Stockton; Senator, Sac- 
ramento: T. & D., Grand Lake and 
American, Oakland, and the War- 
field here, but not carried in con- 
nection with the Granada and the 
California, operated in conjunction 


Call Fer--- 


“ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEED 


KE 


and be assured of receiving the 
best materials properly blended. 
| SOLD EVERYWHERE 
{ Manufactured by 
| Stein 


Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 


- 


| APPEARANCI 


q has much to do with the 


success of a musician or 

anyone appearing in public. 
BOW LEGS 

necd not embarrass you. The pat- 

ented T.GARTER makes your 

trousers hang perfectly straight no 

matter whether legs bend in or out. 


In Flain Sealed Envelopx 
Free Booklet Mailed Upon Request. 


THE T. GARTER CO., Dept. F 


1121 Belmont Ave., South Bend, Ind:. 


which is 
proposition. 

Conlin and Glass, now Orpheum- 
ing, have been signed by Harry P 
Muller to go to Australia for J. C, 
Williamisen, Ltd. They will) sail 
early in August. 

Henry Duffy produced “The Baby 
Cyclone” at the President Apri! 15. 


Cast includes Kenneth Daigneau, 
Enid Markey, Elizabeth Forrester, 
Thos. Chatterton, Zetfie Tilbury, 
Earl Lee, John Junior, Leslie Pal- 


{mer, Dorothy Lamar, John O'Hara, 
Sech Kendal}, Florence Britton and 
Allan Ryan. Walter Gilbert staged. 

Art Hickman, band leader and 
composer, is returning to the St. 
Francis hotel to head a new erches- 
tra there. 


Sid Goldtree brought “The Mar- 
ried Virgin” back from Los An- 


geles and reopened it at his Green 
Sireet April 17, with Rose Dion 
featured. A one-act French farce, 
with Miss Dion, is preceding the 
regular play. “Married Virgin’ was 
Goldtree’s initial preduction at the 
Green Street, and it ran for 16 
weeks there last fall. 

“Kongo” will have its first show- 
ing locally at the Columbia, follow- 
ing the four week engagement of 
“Wings,” now in second week. 

Hugh PD. MelIntosh sailed from 
here April 12 for Australia where 
he has made his headquarters for 
the past vear. He will return to 
London after transacting some 
business in Australia. 


Harry P. Muller booked Jackie 
Collier and Sister and Ergotti for 
the Williamson circuit and they 
sailed for Australia April 12. 


Daily passenger plane service has 
been inaugurated between San} 
Francisco and Los Angeles and San 
Diego, with other calls scheduled 
for Fresne, Bakersfield, Long Beach 
and Santa Ana. Twelve-p:ssenger 
Ford a‘r liners are operated. 


Homer Curran will bring “Excess 
Baggage” into the Geary from Los 
Angeles, following current “Inter- 
ference.” 


Helen Keers (Mrs. Joseph de 
| Stefani), member of Duffy's stock 
|company here, has returned to her 
‘home after several weeks in a hos- 
ital She is fully recovered. 


produce 
President 
took over 


Henry Duffy's plans to 
‘Tommy” here his 
were changed when he 
the Morosco in Los Angeles. Duffy 
will re-open in Morosco May 2 
with “Tommy.” Following its Los 
Angeles run it will be brought here. 
‘Cast will include several of the 
originals, ire’uding Sidney Toler. 
iWilliam Janney, Lloyd Neil and 
| Alan Bunce. Gay Seabrook, last 
jhere in “Pigs,” will play the leading 
| fem part. 


Strand, 15-cent subsequent run 
grind house on Market street, ad- 
joining the Embassy, has instituted 
a policy of one act of yvaude in con- 
nection with. pictures. S. E. Levis 
operates house. 


Through arrangements mnade with 


eastern producers Homer Curran, 
operating the Curran and Geary 
here, in association with the Shu- 
berts, is ensured a surfeit of New 
York attractions during the sum- 
mer period, at a time when cvast 
production is at ebb tide. During 
the fall and winter months local 
bookings will be largely of coast 
productions, but starting with the 


late spring plans are now formulat- 
ing whereby New York shows will 
be sent to the coast intact. They 
will summer out here and then 
jump to Chicago for early fa'l open- 
ings. This will eliminate necessity 
for New York managers closing fer 
the summer months and recruiting 
new companies for the fall. Sum- 


FOR MODERN mer legit business here is always 
SENSATIONAL | 
Felice Jreenberg. manager. of 
‘ | Loew's Warfield building here, re- 
Stretching an | ale reeka’ 
Limbering Exercises turne 1 from an eight weeks’ trip to 
New York. 
Now at 
132-1356 W. 43d St.| Six sheets used by Henry Duffy 
New York j}to advertise “Take My Advice,” 
= |which he is presenting at the Al- 
leazar, bear a striking resemblance 
AT LIBERTY ;of the Coast producer wearing a 


Male Dancer—Toe and Acrobatic 
Address ARTHUR STUART 
Variety, New York 


| broad smile, with the words “Henry 
| Duffy suggests ‘Take My Advice’.” 
| The ad has been getting a lot of 
favorable comment. 


WE DO REPAIRING. 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 


ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION | 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


$68 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 4ist Streets. New York City 


6OLE AGENTS FOR 8 &M TRUNKS IN THE EAST i 
Phones: Longacre 6197-9064 


WRITE FOK CATALOG. 


with Publix, or the St. francis here, | 
a straight West Coast | 


VARIETY 


VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


616 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 


By HARDIE MEAKIN 

Belasco (Shubert)—Mantell-Ham- 
per in Shakespeare; next, Walter 
Hampden. 

National (Erlanger-Rapley)—“Rio 
Rita” (2d week); next, Theatre 
Guild’s “Porgy.” 

Poli’s (Shubert)—Dark. April 23, 
“Simba” (pct). 
Gayety (U 

ers.” 


burlesque)—“Tempt- 


Pictures 

Band Box—‘Last Moment.” 

Columbia——“The Crowd” (second 
week); next, “Drums of Love.” 

Earle—“Stand and Teliver.” 

Fox — “Reno Divorce”; 
“Primrose Path.” 

Keith’s—"‘Streets of Shanghai” 
and K-A vaude. 
Little—‘“‘Loves of Pharaoh.” 
Met—“Speedy” (second week). 
Palace—“Big City”; next, “Feel 
My Pulse.” 

Rialto—-“We Americans”; 
“Wild Geese.” 


next, 


next, 


Arthur Leslie Smith, backed up 
with a “holding corporation,” comes 
back into the local field with the 
launching of the Bandbox in the 
northwest section of the town play- 
ing for class trade with first runs 
mostly of foreign material. Smith 
was associated with Terry Dutfy, 
now on the coast, in the stock that 
started “Abie’s Irish Rose” off with 
a 15-week run here. 


“Club Lido” passed out of the 
night life picture Saturday. Oper- 
ated by Maurice Kafka, -youthful lo- 
cal merchant, place has had good 
play with youngsters. “Jardin 
Lido,” also Kafka’s, will open on 
the Hotel Arlington roof soon as 
weather says okay. 

Emory Dougherty has transferred 
his orchestra from the “Lido” to the 
new Chinese “Lotus,” succeeding 
Archie Slater, an importation, there. 


S. J. Stebbins, producing the Fox 
stage shows, did that job for the 
current week from a sick bed. Fred 
Berrens, in last week with his Am- 
pico, is be’ng held over as a “Rus- 
sianized"’ master of ceremonies, in- 
troducing a Russian presentation. 


John J. Payette, supervisor of the 
Stanley-Crandall houses here, threw 
his final bachelor party on Wednes- 
day night of last week at the home 
of his future father-in-law, Harry 
Crandall. He marries Crandall’s 
daughter tomorrow (Wednesday). 


Fox Movietone is sending a special 
truck to Washington for the White 
House photographers’ annual ban- 
quet with a special talking newsreel 
to be shown for the guests, which 
will include the President. 


Meyer Davis is rehearsing one of 
the largest stage syncopation units 
ever to appear hereabouts for a 
scheduled appearance at the Fox. 
Date, however, not yet set. 


Guy Wonders, brought over here 
from Baltimore by Stanley-Crandall 
as assistant supervisor of theatres, 
is now holding down .. like job with 
the Stanley-Rowland and Clark or- 
ganization in Pittsburch. 

No successor has yet been 
pointed here, 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER 8B. BAHN 
Wieting—16-17, “The Utopians,” 
produced by Tambourine and Bones, 
of Syracuse U; 21, “The Baby Cy- 
clone, fifth season of Wilcox stock 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 
Temple—Stock in “Tommy.” 
Loew’s State—“Big City” 
“Galloping On,” Publix unit. 
Eckel——“Paid to Love” and Vita. 
Strand—Over Monday,. “Speedy,” 
extended; balance of week, “Thei: 
Hour” and Vita. 
Crescent—Inde vaudfilm. 
Empire—Dark. 
Syracuse—“Student Prince” 
“Coney Island.” 
Regent—“The Circus.” 
Harvard—“When Man Loves.” 
Palace—“Patent Leather Kid.” 
Swan—“‘Chicago” and “Dress 
Parade.” 


ap- 


and 


and 


Edward L. Vezina will handle the 
press stuff for the Frank Wilcox 
stock. 


Keith's held over two acts froin 
the first half bill for the last half 
last week: Mills and Goodwin, loca! 
songbirds, and Ward and Dooley. 


Barbara Lloyd, Syracuse Univer- 
sity sophomore, has signed as the 
dancing partner of William Reardon. 
They will open in a Montreal hotel. 


Verdi's “Aida” may be sung in the 
open air here July 24 if present 
plans go through. Flora Voorhees. 
ot New York, and Mrs. Evaline Hon- 
singer, business manager of the 
Syracuse Symphony, are behind th: 
venture, 


Federal prohibition enforcement 
agents paid a return visit to the 
Stage Door Restaurant, local actors’ 


troupers by the barkeep, were served 
with highballs. They raided the 


haunt, last week, and, mistaken fe: . 


| place and ordered William Corbett, 
proprietor, and “Joe Bill,” barkeep, 
to report to the U. S. Commissioner. 


With New York, Buffalo, Utica 
jand local theatrical interests ex- 
| pected to bid, the lease of the Em- 
| pire, sent into darkness by the fail- 
lure of the Harrisons, will be sold in 
bankruptcy court next Monday. Ac- 
cording to Frank B. Hodges, trus- 
tee in bankruptcy, representatives 
of two movie house syndicates as 
well as a New York producer have 
made inquiries, indicating they will 
bid. The Empire is owned by W. 
Snowdon Smith. The Harrison lease 
has six years to run at an annual 
rental of $25,000. There is a six- 
year renewal provision at $31,000. 
kor the first ten years of its exist- 
ence the Empire was a K. & E. legit 
theatre. The Harrisons operated 
under a picture policy. 


Serge Flash, juggler, appearing at 
Keith’s last week, grabbed off some 
newspaper space for himself by con- 
fiding to reporters that he was due 
to wed Betty Kirkbride, of the Phila- 
delphia “My Maryland” company, in 
this city on Friday. Miss Kirkbride 
duly arrived in town but was non- 
committal. A chevk-up after the 
stories appeared locally was made 
by Major Harvey M. Hobbs, of 
Keith's, with the disclosure that the 
two had been marricd some time 
ago. 


Charley “Itch” Robinson, comic, 
has rejoined the Palace stock bur- 
lesque troupe at the Savoy. 

Mrs. Laura Anita Ormsbee Good- 
ridge, professionally Laura Ormsbee, 
Syracuse vaudevillian, was married 
in New York last week to Harold 
Asbury Earle, executive of the Per- 
kins-Goodwin Company of New 
York, paper wholesalers, according 
to word received by relatives and 
friends here. Mrs. Earle will retire 
from the stage. Before entering 
vaudeville she was active in musical 
circles here. Both the actress and 
her husband are divorced. Mrs. 
Earle was divorced from Gilbert 
yoodridge in Bridgeport, Conn., in 
1918. Earle secured a New Jersey 
decree from his first Wife on April 4. 


David Loew, paying his first visit 
to the new State here last week, told 
local newspaper interviewers that 
vaudeville, presented act by act, is 
doomed, to be replaced by the unit 
presentation plan. Loew said he 
saw no hope for a return to favor 
of straight vaudeville. 
The Syracuse Memorial Hospital 
currently houses infant daughters of 
three leading local musicians. They 
dre Maxine Miller, daughter of Vic- 
tor Henri Miller, assistant director 
of Loew's State orchestra; Pooly 
Snyder, daughter of Mrs. Goldie An- 
drews Snyder, professional accom- 
panist, and Dorothea Nyberg, daugh- 
ter of Mrs. Louise Noedtker Nyberg, 
concert soprano. | 
Fighting for patronage, the Tem- 
ple Players, Dewitt Newing's stock, | 
night to 35 cents.- Previously the | 
company had tried two-for-one with | 
but fair success. Temple top other- 
wise is $1. 


TORONTO 


By G. A. S. 
Royal Alexandra—‘Merchant of 
Venice” (Geo. Arliss). 
Princess—“Hit the Deck.” 
Regent—“The Sorcerer” (Univers- 
ity of Toronto Conservatory). 
Victoria—“Spooks” (Glaser stock). 


Empire—“Baby Cyclone” (Kep- 
pie stock). 
Uptown—“The Last Command” 


and stage show. 

Tivoli—“Speedy” 
“Harvester” next. 

Pantages—“The 
vaude. 

Loew’s—“The Crowd”-vaude. 

Hip—“Stand and Deliver”’-vaude 

Runnymede—“Battle of Falkland 
Islands"-vaude. 

Palace—“Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes"”-vaude. 

George Robey, veteran English 
actor, will make a Canadian tour 
next season under management of 
Frank O'Neill and Bert Lang. The 
D’'Oyley Carte Co. will also come 
| back in Gilbert and Sullivan operas, 
and Seymour Hicks is expected to 
try it again, although neither he or 
Sir John Martin-Harvey got better 
than an even break on their present 
trips. Mrs. Brandon Thomas’ com- 
pany who played “Charley's Aunt” 
and “Lord Richard in the Pantry” 
got better than an even break on 
their Canadian jaunt. 

Vaughan Glaser has arranged for 
“Old Heidelberg” in stock here, to be 
followed’ by “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” “On Account of Eliza,” 
and “The Only Girl’ (musica}). 
George Keppie wiil meet this musi- 
cal attempt by putting his Empire 
Co. into “Sally,” to be followed by 
Barrie's “A Professor's Love Story.” 


(second week). 


Blue. Danube”- 


Three new houses are announced 


cut the admission rate for Monday ' r 
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for Ontario this week, with an- 
nouncement of a new Toronto neigh- 


borhood expected soon. Fergus, 
Ont., will have a 500-seater by 
August. Estimated cost, $25,000; 


proprietor, S. Fardella. Ottawa gets 
a 2,500-seater by F. P. to cost $1 
125,000, and London, Ont., gets tite 
Oriental, to seat about 2,000. Wil- 
liam Harvey Hawkins, architect, is 
behind the London scheme. The city 
of Galt, between Toronto and Dee 
troit, may get a house to take the 
place of one burned. 


The Canadian National Exhibition, 
15-day outdoor show and largest an- 
nual fair in the world, has turned 
down application by two film com- 
panies to include a theatre in the 
new electrical building to be com- 
pleted this year. The house would 
be a sure sell-out during fair time, 
and it Was planned to keep it open 
dur'ng the summer as an experi- 
ment. 


P. J. Nolan is building a third 
neighborhood picture house in Ote 
tawa. It will be called the Glebe, 
He already controls the Rex and 
Columbia. 


Censorship of pictures brought 
the Province of Ontario a profit of 
$17,000 in the past 12 months. The 
income—a tax at so much a reel— 
was $37,837 and expense—mostly 
salaries—$15,376. 


A national theatre for Canada to 
be established in Ottawa is urged 
by Lawrence A. Wilson, Liberal 
M. P., with no takers. 


A judgment for $88 costs in favor 
of the Acme Booking Office, Ine. 
(Stanley Co. of America), disposes 
of the $6,000 damage suit by Pierre 
Jenesco and Yvonne Accent, Pari- 
sian dancers, who played a few 
weeks for Stanley in 1925, but who 
alleged a 20-week guarantee con- 
tract at $400 a week which was not 
fulfilled. The unexpired term al- 
legedly came to $4,000, and suit to 
collect was started. On reaching 
trial last week, nobody appeared for 
Jenesco and Accent, and complaint 
was dismissed, with costs to the 
Acme. The dancers are in Europe 
at present. 


TAYLOR TRUNKS 


XX PROFESSIONAL $75 
TRUNK ..... 
Our conscientijus obscrvance of 
essential details of manufacture 
has pleased the profession for 
more than 69 years. af 
TAYLOR TRUNKS are depend- 
able and serviceable; the stand- 
eri of the profession uy 
direct from the manufacturer, 
TAYLOR TRUNKS are sold only 
at our stores, 


The Pioneers of Theatrical Trunks 
Under the same managcment since 1859 


TAYLOR’S 
115 West 45th St. NEW YORK 
28 East Randolph St, CHICAGO | 


THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 


INERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 
OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 
and the dainty things milady 


loves 


SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. Columbus, O, 


THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO. Inc’. 
West 39 St NEW YORK” ~~ 


LmMILLER 


wear. 


New York: Broadway at 46th Street 


The world’s largest manufacturer of theatrical foot- 
We fit entire companies, also individual orders. 


Chicago: 137 So. State Street 
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KS HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE eet 


HOT Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 
: ALL NEWLY DECORATED 
f $ 8 and Up Single LORRAINE GRANT 
4 NGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH 2 N c 
$12 and Up Double DOUBLE ROOM. BATH $17.30 AND. $21.00 WEEKLY SINGLE ROOM, BATH TER DAE 
i ‘Flot and Cold Water and DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY DOUBLE ROOM WITHOU) BATH $14.00 PER WEEK 
4 Telephone in Each Room LEONARD HICKS President DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
102 WEST 4th STREET 
Phone: BRYANT 7228-29 NEW HOTEL 
Absolutely 
HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh 
HOTEL FULTON 100 Showers PITTSBURGH'S HOTEL FOR THE rinse dt Artistic Steel 
and Tubs Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture 
(In the Heart of New York) Double Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY 
9 and Up Single $3—$4—$5 Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor 
314 and Up Double Singie Rooms ; ; THE FAYETTE NINTH ST. and 
Ghewese Bathe, tet ané Cold $2.50 and $3.00 In Connection with the Hotei—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE 
Water and Telephone 
Electric Fan in each room : 
264-268 WEST LOU HOLTz’S 
NEW YORK 
NDIS COURT] canpseer apts. | BENDOR COURT 
241 WEST. 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 245 West Sist Street 343 West 55th Street 
| PHONE LACKAWANNA 7740 Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 
Week| One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen Monthly 
$17 td Completely Furnished IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 
ei p In the Heart of Times Square: p 355 West ‘ist Street 312 West 48th Street 
Always a Patron? : WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION Columbus 1360 3830 Longacre 
\ = -2-3-4-reom apartments. Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
| One of the Finest Hotels in Times Square 
\ aan | CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION $18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
NEW YORK city The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
e under. the supervision of the owner. Located in the center of the 
Wy theatrical district. All fireproof buildings. 
ingle, Public Bath; Double, $2.50 Up 
Single with Bath, $2.50; Double, $3.00 Up CHARLES TENENBAUM 
artme ye seen evenings. ce in eac uilding. 
— F. W. BIZEL, Resident Manager ZA Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 
LETTERS A REAL HOME FOR THE PROFESSION — 
When Sending for Mall te 
VARIETY, address Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING q 
att N 104 W. 49th St., New York City—Ownership Management BROADWAY AY ST. ST. NewYork 
Large Rooms $ Immaculately Clean §, Double Room 
ONE issUE Kunning Water bh SPECIAL PROFESSIONAL RATES 
Newly Decorated a day Newly Furnished and Shower $ WwiTH WITH 
andup Special Weekly Rates and up party) pAILY] 152° fe 
Meech Clifford Phone: LONGACRE 6805 GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 
Darrell Rupert Mitchell G & L F NISHED — 
Davies Susanne Murray Jean UR OC »y R d ti e R t 
Bawards Gus | perry Marry J APARTMENTS MONTREAL. uction In Nates 
Sdwards orris arge Room Private Bath 
COMPLETE _FOR HOUSEKEEPING. CLEAN AND AIRY. $16.50 Week 
Ford 325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY on TWO PERSONS 
4 2 Torcat Rooster Act Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering to the comfort and convenience of Single Koom, Hot and Cold $12.00 
Kent Mrs F Turner Frank the profession. Week 
Kosolapoft M opty ai STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT- - - - + $15.00 UP Hotel America 
Jan Duzer tm 
N LéPage Bob Waldo Bertha been changed to “And So to Bed.” FHE CHEAPEST RATES IN THE CIT } APARTMENT HOTEL as 
4 Lopez Robt Weller Sam “Cafe Tomazo,” a new comedy, is to HOTEL ST. GEORGE | as iB ~)) Convenient te ALL | 
t Whitney H S be tried out at the Cort, Jamaica, | ' Drummon treet od MiDtown Activities 
i , MeDermotte Jack Whynott C Lyle and “Her Unborn Child” comes to! Broadway & 12th St., NEW YORK | | & SS Ay HOTEL ELK 
CHICAGO OFFICE Werba’s Brooklyn, | All Latest Improvements Newly Renovated Speclal weekly rates to the profession 
| Single, $7.00; Double, $10.00 U | 205 WEST 53D ST. 
Arillo Chas Martin A R With the Casino (bur) closed Front — $11.00 Up Restaurant in connection tb 
2 Bainsfair F ahead Loretta |downtown trade has gone to. the | Rooms with Private Bath, $12; Double, $14 Up |“ al Kingle, $10-$14 weekly 
Berger Bob MecDondal 3 Star (bur). Sam Raymond at the | Conveniently located. Two minctes to all Zon \ Double. . $3 extra 
Brunnies Merritt head of house | Subways, Elevated, 5th Ave. Bus. Five : Tel. CiRcle 9210 
i | minutes from Times Square. 
Paggette Paddy nstitute layers presented} 'VESANT 7068, 5448, 5427 
Carrol) & James F & ‘Kempy” at the Academy, Next HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
Conlan Paul Reed & Lucey eee last week at the same time that gp rc Y KUANO APARTMENTS 
Renault rances Frances MeGrath re turned to Tol 1. 330 West 43rd Street, New ork 
th tock t the Fulton this weel author of the novel Longacre 7132 Q 
Ellison Jack Rogers & King the stock at the fuito S Week from which it was adapted, Ap- ite we 00 Fi h h A (49 h § 
Fer rus — an accident d in Minneapolis for a series Th ¢ t ve, t t. 
Ruth ast fall In New Jersey. of lectures, The picture benefited, Will accommodate four CHICKERING 3550 
robin: in Bert ; ‘ ‘Why Children?” Harrv or more adults 2-3 Bath and Kitchenette. 
Garham Wm Roy Wagstaff Gribble’s comedy pre- | With the opening’ of the baseball $12.00 UP WEEKLY 
Gibson Navy | Spencer Paul sented Sunday at the Brooklyn Lit - the police department her Munugememt 
4 Gifford William Steinbeck Bruno Nis te dio “po. | ast week launched a drive on base- $20 WEEKLY UP 
Gilbert Bert Stevens Flo tle Theatre. Originally called “Beat | ball “book” gambtin makin 1 of 
Hamblet Vieve number of arrests in loop poo) Furnished Apartments 
) ane 4 =e Thornton Richard The boardwalk at Rockaway is | D4ll®. New Building. One and Two Room WALNUT HOTEL 
being completed for the season. | Apartments. Entirely Private. 
It'll be about a mile and three- . Service. Summer Rates. | 208 So. 8th Philadelphia 
Hog: & Stanley; Ubrig)} I art Nev Nas ) a - 
verse conditions must be faced, the BONNER | HOME OF THE PROFESSION 
inew 4,100-seat Minnesota theatre ’ 
Tveracn Fritzie Wayne Clifford MINNEAPOLIS will have a problem to solve 141 W. 4list St. (B way) Keduced Rates from April 1 
| weise Bruno , PHONE CHICK. 3743 Without Bath With Bath 
Jacobs Cnas | West Irene jing to meet its $23,000 weekly “nut. Single Koom. $4.00 Single RKoom.$12.00 
, i Janette & Alfredo | White Pierre By LESTER REES The theatre is a big and expensive | = | Double Koom.12.00 Double Koom 15.00 
| Wilson Geo Broadway.” proposition for this town. The spon- % in Koom........ $18.00 
Shubert—"“Chicago” (Lillian Fos- are reaching out for patron-|@ New Wilk be det — 
Leonard Albert | Yuga M stock). jin the newspapers of St. Paul and | * e has new evidence to present. the last eight years, In Jude Crail’s 
zou Cee. Hennepin—Vaude (Ted Lewis)! other nearby cities on an unprece- | eon juvenile pieced hearing w is held on a ree 
Lester H & C Zukor Dave and pictures (“One-Round Hogan”), ;dentedly large scale. In St. Paul,| | newal of the controversy over the 
iY rior Cow or ‘ 1 
BROOKLYN, N. of Plains, flim. mucn linea: Holl. wood of person- | tw Ww | M at pr tis ona 
= M By JO ABRAMSON tab). other Minneapolis movies theatres | il rt ( vaudeville tour, 
ajestic—‘Red Robe.” Seventh Street—Vaude and “Her {in the local press. The Minnesota's | the man. 
N - Gayety—“French Models.” bur. scale. heen de troved, Ciilbert is a grand- “Mignon LeBrun I 
Werba Minnesota— ‘Lig City,” “Dancing | con of the Jate Barney Baruch of | hv ils 
Court (Jamaica)—“The Constant Stat “Speedy.” NEWS FROM DAILIES w ¥JUNUS |ron ufter Landis was cited for cone 
edy. Fleischman, the yeast king. em ror be id in his paye 
d 2 Singer” - stage Strand—''The Crowd.” for being behind iis pay 
show Lyric—“Secret Hour.” (Continued from page 44) JM. Gunnerson, former husband 
Loew’s Met—‘Sadie Thompson”- Grand—'‘'Sorrell and Son,” second | lof Anna Q. Nilsson, is to be married jn 
“aude, loop run. | memorial, He gays he expended ad- | thi week to Viola Vollmer of Mon- i have plenty of time to d te to his 
at ditional $350 in preparation. Miss ame from now on. Mi Viola J. 
Ful stock) —"“Spread Engle.” slany oO thi periormers Piayine |; j mn tne actress dadivorc- ‘raser was granted vore e ¢ 
= the Twin Cities worked over time The suit of Mae Murray, screen | ing him two years later, lergunds of desertion. Fraser did 
St. George Playhouse — without additional compensation | actress, against Jack Donovan, film inot contest the setion and property 
d “Black Pirate.” last week when the contributed ‘actor and architect, over the house | Tom Wis ac- settlement was reached out of court 
“Boro Park Universal — ‘Count of | their services to special midnight | the latter built and sold to her and tor on rent cde; artinen 
shows on two successive nights. The; over which Miss Murray is now | Superior Court, In Judge Tappan’s|  Minta Durfee, di ed from 
‘The Noose”-vaude. benefits were for the lecal T. M. A ces king to have her contract re court Mix: ttorne y demurred to al Roscoe (Patty Arbu “kle four ears 
— and N. V. A. may be tried again, The complaint in which Arthur MecAr- favo, has made a ~ 
Aer’s Shubert closed for this ; ease has peen in local courts for | thur, forme r opress agent. sought with 
opening next week with “The Private Life of Helen of more than a month and as yet no! damoazes of $25.000 and an aecount- | release and 4 tik ¢ 3 
: jen Kimono.” “Blossom Time,” | Troy” was Looked into the State decision has been made. Motion tor me of the Vergy tars carnings in | dower rights from ArbucKie, 
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Starting In at the Bottom as a 
| hi ist, 1 H Worked M 
Chiropodist, 1! Have Worke y 
IS89 Way to the Top and Am Now a | 
li 
Hair Specialist 
Attend My Nightly Lect t the Winter Garden 
’ ill Do Away With Your Double Chi 
Throw Away Your Trusses, Glass Eyes and Toupees! I Wi o ay With Yo ouble Chins, i 
1 ircles f Und he E dink S f S 
> Triple Stomachs; Remove Circles from Under the Eyes and Ink Stains from Postage Stamps. 
‘ TAKE MY WORD for thi I GU le all h ho ha 
I don’t ask you to Y RD for this, as I can DIG UP people all over the country w ve 
taken my treatments. 
GRATEFUL GIVES THREE CHEERS! PAYS TRIBUTE TO GREAT 
; It was a ha thought to pry George Rockwell away 
It does seem queer, in a marmalade like ‘The vaudeville and put him into TALENTS 
Village Follies,” at the Winter Garden, to award the palm the new revue at the Winter Garden. It is no exaggeration 
~ to a of those ridiculous creatures who have no legs— to say that “Dr.” Rockwell is to the “Greenwich Village This show has for its principal ingredient comedy and 
worth speaking about I mean. Yet I think the most amusing Follies” what Ed. Wynn is. to “Manhattan Pi ge o-_ — has it in large doses. Most of it is furnished by Dr. Rock- 
L4 feature of this one-thousand-two-hundred-and -twenty-eighth Cook is to “Rain or Shine. Rockwell carr most 0 ; well, whose itne of chatter and “medical advice’ is the 
“G ich Village Follies’ was undubitable humor of the show on his broad shoulders and even if his 
_— ae ——- a humor was occasionally broad, it was always funny — funniest we have heard in any theatre this season. He is j 
Mr. Rockwell is an exceedingly droll “announcer’—a sort & comedian who is really and truly funny and if you can't 4 
of an o riend. n fact, 
aaa the with. should find out some afternoon that his artists could not laugh at hia “stuff” you are not human of him 
: ask on wos aden i t three hearty Winter Garden for Dr. Rockwell and some of his associates. allotted to us ia limited and we wish to pay tribute to his 
owever, as I've often said, give me two w, My 7 * , . but it was Dr. Rockwell who was the hit of the great talents. He is one doctor who prescribes laughter, ; 
review. It did not matter whether he was introducing —Kelsey Allen, “Women’s Wear. 
} hool or delivering his medical lecture, Rockwe 
to form and ready to endorse that which-¢ave it to me. teaching sc 
—Alan Dale, N. ¥. American. ee be depended on to evoke laughs, emiles and 1 
, Altogether it is a good show, thanks largely to the efforts « 
of the chief comedian. - Here are three cheers for ‘‘Doc”’ ABDOMINAL TREATMENT 7 
Rockwell! The acquisition of another comical comedian in I 
} OLD GENTLEMAN TESTIFIES the revue field well deserves three cheers. ‘i. Dr. Rockwell, who won his spurs in vaudeville, is the r 
—Stephen Rathbun, “Evening Sun. backbone of the goings-on. He acts as master of cere- 
In the eeey the venerable Old Geatiomes who signs monies, doeg his own stuff in one, works in sketches and i 
ge the Follies age winds up pelidling his hokum from a stage box. The Doe j 
night, is the best revue he has ever seen at the nter “sells” his stuff to a fare-you-well. He is fortissimo an | 
Garden, which covers a multiplicity of productions. It hae SPEAKS ON ANATOMY powerful. You can no more overlook him than you could a i , 
pace, mirth, some music, great lyrics by the brothers Lief Dr. Rockwell, after one lesson in anatomy, acted as a fire siren. He gets laughs of the deep abdominal kind again I 
and excellent performers headed by the remarkable Dr. Broadway Balieff to the delight of an audience so enrap- and again. Rockwell is a riot.—Zits,” C 
Rockwell, who proved quite a revelation to five-dollar tured with his introductions that their applause practically 
audiences, haited the sketches he was trying to introduce, 
In this, the second paragraph, your by no means humble —Alison Smith, “World.” : 
reviewer makes the wager with any and all takers that > e 
the show will stick right through the Summer and only e 
call it quits when the Fall show comes into the house. MORE ABDOMINAL SUCCESS . | 
Outstanding of course is this Dr. Rockwell fellow, who, u 
had the first stringers caught him, would have been the BUNIONS AND BANANAS The comedy of Dr. Rockwell, as George Rockwell has a 
does rom The thing you will like in this revue is Dr. been known to vaudeville these many years, is positively 3 
uack, quack, quack” ta o master of ceremonies an i his lectures on health, bunions and banana stems. s : ee | 
skit-playing. He is on so often it is almost a one-man et adistun of the “Greenwich Village Follies’ has given abdomen cre asing. . Added to this were his remarks , 
show.—Thomas Van Dyke, “Telegraph.” I & on the dancing of the Merediths and its effect on the audi- r 
: Artes Srapn. future revue producers something to aim at. “Tel - ence Verily, the human ribs could stand little more of z 
—Lee Wood, eregram. | Rockwell in one night.—“Evening Journal.” 
q SKILLFUL = 
Dr, Rockwell, highly popular: in vaudeville, as a skillful DR. COOK NOT sO BAD 
satiriat of quack medicinal practitioners, seemed at his best ENDORSES PRESCRIPTIONS J 
as he went through his routine last night. tte 
—Richard Watts, Jr., “Herald Tribune.” the Winter Garden, te trequentty referred te a0 —anether Let's begin with Doc Rockwell. There isn’t anybody with ; 
i Joe Cook." And so he is, in so far as one comedian can h h >A al 
i be another comedian. His wit, however, is his own, and whom one can compare that man. Sides still ache after * 
q — a: this is a great help to the new Winter page sory entertain- midnight from his prescriptions. Comedian? In a clasa by re 5 
ment. He does not try to copy any man in at. _ “ -E ” " 
MR. ALBEE A FORMER PATIENT He serves the Village show as announcer, monologist and himself.—Buffalo “Courler-Express. - - 
master of ceremonies. An amusing fellow, requiring no more : 
Its pace is set by the indefatigable doctor. . . . Dr. material to work with than a pair of horn-rimmed specs, an H 
Rockwell, a familiar to vaudeville patrons, brings along alert mind and the run of the show.—Burns Mantle, “News.” th 
much of his music hall material. He lectures on the ail- P a ae 
i the sh and dynamitic in explod- be 
human fiesh is heir to, using a banana stalk to lecture on health, a farrago VIGOROUS BEDSIDE 
i ‘ rave § aif spinal column. Sitting in a box, he again pro- of nonsense streaked with no Httle wit and winding up wiih § 
; vides a running fire of comment during the dance exertions a tootling contest with the orchestra PERSONALITY 4 
J of the Merediths, just as he has done for the glory of E. F. 6 —Newark “Evening News.” j F 
in from here the Just when the revues were beginning to pall, the “Green- ; 
Broadway addition to the franks © wich Follies Alvin with N 
anew Funny Man who takes s place with the funniest 
wast SORE SIDES n of them. Doctor Rockwell is his name and he can cure the 
Yell in the lead of the list o un-makers is e well- : 
DOES BIG BUSINESS known and ever popular Dr. Rockwell. He is a real come- most aggravated case of blues by his lecture on health. R 
‘ dian and kept last night’s audience in gales of laughter all There ts nothing particularly comic about his makeup—he : 
The doctor is as busy as one could well be in the course = be a with bed- 
m, and if the audience Ias ! side manner—bu patter is about as laughable as any- 
of a anane evening, and his every appearance proves funnier sides were sore, they applauded and kept right on applaua- thing that has ever been nut across. i ) 
' than those that went before —Len Shaw, Detroit “Free Press.” ing for more.—Boston “Post.”’ Geo. Seibel, Pittsburgh “Sun-Telegram.” } ox 
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